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LEWIS  XV 


IF  any  thing  could  have  afforded  confolation 
to  France,  for  their  recent  lofs  of  Marfhal 
Saxe,  it  would  have  been  the  long-wifhed-for  birth  of 
the  Duke  of  Burgundy;  but  nature  brings  forth  thou- 
fands  of  Princes  before  it  produces  one  hero.  Never- 
thelefs,  this  event  occafioned  all  that  joy  and  tranfport 
to  which  the  French,  ever  zealous  for  the  propagation 
of  their  mailers,  give  themfelves  up  with  fo.much 
warmth  of  affedlion.  There  were  feftivals  and  rejoicings 
throughout  the  kingdom.  The  moil  auguft  perfons,  or 
at  leail  the  Miniilry,  were  feized  with  a  philofophic  fpi- 
rit.  A  new  plan  was  adopted,  and,  in  order  to  render 
an  expence — which  till  that  time  had  been  as  frivolous  as 
the  vain  and  idle  pageantry  which  had  been  the  objedl 
of  it —  advantageous  both  to  the  State  and  to  individuals, 
the  Provoll  of  Merchants,  and  the  Sheriffs  of  the  city 
of  Paris,  were  ordered  to  employ  the  money  deftined  for 
thole  purpofes  of  feilivity,  to  give  portions  to  indigent 
Vol.  III.  '  B  young 
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young  women.  His  Majefty,  on  his  part,  gave  up  to 
his  people  four  millions  *  on  the  taxes;  this  was  a  fal¬ 
lacious  benefaction,  inafmuch  as  this  deficiency  in  the 
Exchequer,  not  being  compenfated  by  any  felf-dtnial  of 
the  King’s,  by  any  retrenchment  in  his  houlehold  or 
perfonal  expences,  or  in  his  profufions  towards  his 
Courtiers,  muft  neceflarily,  fooner  or  later,  be  fupplied 
by  an  increafe  of  taxes. 

However  this  may  be,  the  chamber  of  the  city,  in 
confequence  of  his  Majefty’s  orders,  married  off  fix  hun¬ 
dred  young  women.  Thefe  weddings  were  celebrated 
with  great  pomp  and  folemnity  in  the  different  parifhes 
of  Paris.  The  example  was  followed  in  feveral  pro¬ 
vinces,  by  fome  bodies  and  communities,  and  by  indivi¬ 
duals  who  were  defirous  of  fignalizing  their  zeal.  The 
Marchionefs  of  Pompadour  gave  dowries,  and  married 
off  all  the  young  women  who  were  marriageable,  upon 
hereftates.  M.  de  Montmartel,  King’s  Treafurer,  did 
the  fame,  as  did  likewife  many  of  the  firft  Nobility,  and 
other  wealthy  people,  in  humble  imitation  of  their  maf- 
ter.  Admitting,  therefore,  that  this  llroke  of  policy 
and  humanity  in  the  Government  brought  on  two  thou- 
fand  weddings  in  the  kingdom,  fourteen  years  after  this, 
in  1765,  an  author  f  calculated  that  they  might  have 
added  to  the  population  from  fifteen  to  fixteen  thou- 
fand  fouls. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  the  young  Prince,  there  was  a 
great  alarm  raifed  on  his  account.  Among  the  women 
of  fecondary  rank,  who  were  placed  about  him,  there 
was  a  Madame  Sauve,  who  had  formerly  dealt  in  fifh, 
but  had  fince  become  miftrefs  to  the  count  d’Argenfon. 
This  woman  was  ambitious,  of  an  intriguing  fpirit,  de¬ 
firous,  at  any  rate,  of  immerging  from  obfburity,  and 
confequently  not  over  nice  in  the  means  fhe  employed 
to  fucceed  in  it.  One  day  fhe  ran  in  a  fright  to  the 
Dutchefs  of  Tallard,  Governefs  to  the  Prince,  declaring, 
that  among  the  number  of  people,  admitted  to  fee  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  fine  obferved  one  throwing  fome- 
thing  in  his  cradk.  The  King  was  made  acquainted 

with 


*  Upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds. 

"f*  The  author  of  the  Hijlorical  Journal  of  the  reign  of  Lnvis  XV 
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with  this  fadt,  and  the  whole  Court  diuddered  at  the  in¬ 
formation.  A  parcel  was  found  filled  with  fome  pow¬ 
ders,  which,  upon  being  analyzed,  were  found  to  con¬ 
tain  nothing  but  cinders.  Some  trick  was  fufpe&ed  ; 
the  informer  was  interrogated,  and  was  forced  to  own, 
that  the  great  defire  die  had  of  making  herfelf  more  con- 
fpicuous,  and  more  regarded,  had  prompted  her  to  that 
impodure.  The  Minider  who  protedled  her,  was 
obliged  to  give  her  up  :  he  himfelf  ifiued  the  letter  de 
Cachet ,  to  fend  her  to  the  Badile,  where  die  remained  for 
feveral  years,  in  clofe  confinement. 

The  Court  was  fcarcely  recovered  from  the  panic, 
which  this  event  had  produced,  when  they  were  plung¬ 
ed  into  a  more  real  occafion  of  grief,  by  the  lofs  ofMa- 
dame  Henriette,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-four, 
beloved,  edeemed,  and  regretted  by  all  thofe  who  had 
the  honour  to  approach  her.  The  King  efpecjally, 
whom  die  refembled  more  than  any  other  of  her  fillers, 
was  exceffively  affe&ed.  Madame  de  Pompadour  re¬ 
doubled  her  zeal  to  divert  his  Majefly.  That  charm¬ 
ing  houfe,  her  augud  lover  had  built  for  her  upon  the 
borders  of  the  Seine — and  of  which  the  name  of  Belle¬ 
vue,  given  to  it,  already  befpoke  its  enchanting  fituati- 
on — was  the  fpot  die  fixed  upon,  as  the  properefl  to  dif- 
fipate  his  grief,  by  its  novelty,  its  air,  and  the  voluptu¬ 
ous  tafle  in  which  it  was  laid  out,  which  furpaffed  eve¬ 
ry  thing  of  the  kind.  Here  die  caufed  thofe  little  pieces 
to  be  reprefented,  in  which  die  performed  herfelf.  Ve¬ 
nus  and  Adonis  were  added.  The  monarch  was  deferibed 
under  the  name  of  the  tendered  of  mortals,  and  his  mid 
trefs  under  that  of  the  Queen  of  Beauty.  Afterwards 
the  Impromptu  de  la  Cour  de  Marine ,  was  played  ;  an  al¬ 
legorical  piece,  upon  the  birth  of  a  fuccedor  to  the 
throne.  Her  intention  was  to  pay  her  court  to  the 
Dauphin,  and  to  all  the  Royal  Family  ;  this  had  no 
better  fuccefs,  than  the  entertainment  die  had  given 
upon  the  recovery  of  the  father. 

The  Dauphin  was  feized  with  the  fmall- 
pox,  at  an  age,  and  in  a  feafon  of  the  year,  1 
when  this  diforder,  which  is  at  all  times  l752- 
very  dangerous,  is  mod  likely  to  become  fatal.  It 
foon  manifeded  itfelf  by  the  mod  alarming  fymp- 
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toms.  His  auguft  partner,  knowing  how  much  the 
Prince  dreaded  this  diforder,  in  order  to  conceal  the 
nature  of  his  illnefs  from  him,  caufed  a  French  Gazette 
to  be  compofed  on  purpofe,  where,  in  the  account  that 
was  given  of  his  complaint,  fuch  as  he  felt  it,  the  name 
and  the  nature  of  it  was  difguifed.  She  did  not  confine 
her  cares  to  this  delicate  attention  ;  fhe  never  quitted 
his  bed-fide  during  the  day-time,  and  did  not  leave  the 
room  till  very  far  in  the  night.  She  rendered  him  the 
moft  difgufting  fervices,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  Dodtor 
Pouffe,  a  famous  Phyfician,  but  rough,  and  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Court,  miftook  her  for  a  perfon  that 
was  hired  to  attend  the  Dauphin.  7 here  is ,  faid  he, 
pointing  her  out  to  fomebody,  an  invaluable  nurfey 
What  is  her  name  ?  Upon  being  anfwered  that  it  was 
the  Dauphinefs,  in  exprefiing  his  regret  at  not  having 
paid  all  the  refpedt  to  her  that  fhe  deferved  ;  “  Well,” 
added  he,  “  let  our  precious  Ladies  of  Paris  refufe  now 
“  to  nurfe  their  fick  hufbands,  I  will  talk  to  them  plain- 
“  er  than  I  ever  did  ;  I  will  fend  them  to  this  fchool.” 
When  it  was  reprefented  o  this  Princefs,  that  fhe  ex¬ 
po  fed  herfelf  too  much  :  What  does  it  fgnify  if  I  die , 
exclaimed  fhe,  provided  he  lives  ;  France  will  never 
want  a  Dauphinefs .  The  Dauphin,  during  his  con- 
valefcence,  being  ftill  more  lenfible  of  the  obligations 
he  owed  to  his  virtuous  confort,  endeavoured  to  erafe 
from  his  memory  the  image  of  his  firft  wife,  which  ftill 
exifted  in  his  heart.  He  had  carried  his  weaknefs  to 
fuch  a  degree,  as  to  infift  upon  it,  that  the  prefent  Dau- 
phinels  fhould  wear  bracelets  with  the  miniature- por¬ 
trait  of  the  deceafed:  he  now  got  rid  of  all  the  objects 
which  revived  in  him  an  idea,  too  much  regretted— 
fliewed  more  and  more  attention  to  the  prefent  Princefs 
—and  gratitude  fupplied  the  place  of  love. 

The  King  not  being  able  to  avoid  infringing,  for  this 
time,  a  law  which  he  had  impofed  upon  himfelf,  of  not 
ftiewing  himfelf  any  more  to  the  Parifians,  came  with 
the  Queen,  the  Dauphin,  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  to 
Notre  Dame,  in  order  to  return  folemn  thanks  to  God 
for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  the  health  of  the  heir  appa¬ 
rent  to  the  Crown,  and  they  aftifted  at  the  Fe  Deum 
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During  the  time  of  the  Dauphin’s  illnefs,  ,  . 

and  convalefcence,  the  Marquis  ol  I  auuny  vi- 
fited  all  the  places  belonging  to  the  louthern 
provinces  of  France,  as  well  as  the  troops,  in  quality 
of  Affiftant  Minifter  for  the  war  department  He  con¬ 
tinued  that  important  operation,  begun  in  Flanders  by 
his  uncle,  at  the  peace  ;  the  bufmets  was,  to  order  fuch 
repairs  and  improvements  in  the  frontier  towns  as  they 
were  capable  of  admitting.  The  other  Minifterswcre_ 
infti  'ated  by  a  laudable  emulation  ;  tor  the  Minuter  or. 
the  marine  department  was  gone  to  examine  into  ti.e 
fituation  of  Dieppe,  and  other  ports  in  toe  Channel., 
M.  de  Paulmy,  at  his  return,  gave  an  account  to  the 
King,  that  the  people,  in  all  the  parts  he  had  palled, 
through,  had  exprefled  the  moft  lively  mterelt  m  the 
double  event  that  had  taken  place,  by  their  gi  lef  and 
joy  ;  but  that  he  had  been  efpecially  edified  by  the  con- 
du&  of  the  Proteftants  of  thofe  parts,  who,  at  a  time- 
when  they  were  calumniated,  and  accufed  of  having 
had,  during  the  war,  an  intention  of  revolt,  and  that 
they  were  ftill  fuppofed  to  be  ciiaffedled,  weie  aflem- 
bled  in  their  churches,  imploring  Heaven  for  the  prekr- 
vation  of  the  Dauphin. 

This  Prince  was  at  that  time  little  refpefted  in  the- 
nation.  During  his  infancy,  his  wit  was  the  general 
topic  of  converfation.  But,  at  the  clofe  of  his  educa¬ 
tion,  and  efpecially  after  his  fecond  marriage,  he  did 
not  feem  to  have  any.  Pie  was  efteemed  for  his  con¬ 
duct  and  morals, 'but  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  bi^ot,. 
who  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the  day  in  finging  pfalms 
in  the  choir — who  was  fcandalized  at  feeing  a  neck 
uncovered*-— and  who,  like  Moliere’s  'Tartuffe ,  thought 
it  neceffary  that  a  decent  handkerchief  fliould  veil  luc  i 
a  fcandalous  fight.  A  thoufand  trifling  and  childifh 
flrokes  were  reported  of  him.  However,  during  his  ill¬ 
nefs,  the  French— who  are  merely  led  by  that  blind 
attachment  which  charatflerizes  them,  for  the  blood  of 
their  mailers,  let  them  be  what  they  may— faw  only 
the  hopes  of  the  kingdom  in  the  Dauphin,  and  exprefled 

the 

*  See  the  XXVIth  Letter,  of  the  fir  It  part  of  Lettres  de  Ma¬ 
dame  de  Pompadour, 
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tiie  mote  lively  tranfports  of  joy  upon  his  recovery 
Among  the  Princes,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  whom  the 
death  of  the  Dauphin  might  have  raifed  the  greateft 
expectations,  nad  the  policy  to  fignalize  his  joy  at  his 
recovery,  by  the  mod  fuperb  entertainments  ;  and  the 
favourite,  who  knew  how  much  he  hated  and  detefted 
her  in  his  heart,  affe&ed  to  ffiew  her  zeal  by  a  new  alle¬ 
gorical  entertainment  on  account  of  this  fortunate  event 
bhe  communicated  the  piece  to  the  King,  before  it  was 
performed,  as  an  effort  of  her  genius.  The  fcene 
which  was  likewife  at  the  caftle  of  Belle-vue,  repre¬ 
sented  feverai  caverns,  furrounded  by  a  piece  of  water, 
in  the  middle  of  which  was  an  illuminated  dolphin  *  • 
a  number  of  monfters,  fpouting  fire  and  flames,  were 
advancing  to  attack  it ;  but  Apollo  came  down  upon  a 
cloud  from  heaven,  all  the  Deities  of  which  took  a 
part  in  the  fpeCIacle,  and  ffruck  thefe  monfters  with 
thunderbolts,  after  which  they  were  totally  deftroyed 
oy  artificial  fire-works.  To  this  decoration  fucceeded, 
in  a  moment,  the  palace  of  the  Sun,  refplendent  with 
light,  where  the  dolphin  appeared  again  in  its  former 
luftre.  The  Monarch  was  too  much  infatuated  with 
his  miftrefs,  not  to  applaud  her ;  and  the  infipid  Cour¬ 
iers,  who  were  admitted  to  this  entertainment,  thought 
it  delightful  ;  but  when  they  returned  to  Paris,  they 
owned  that  no  idea  could  be  more  trivial,  more  flat,  or 
more  ridiculous. 

The  moft  lingular  circumftance  is,  that  neither  the 
hero,  who  was  the  objedt  of  the  feftival,  nor  even  any 
of  the  Royal  Family,  were  prefent.  There  was  an 
eftablifhed  rupture  between  them  and  the  Marchionefs. 
However,  if  the  entertainment  had  been  ever  fo  good, 
it  would  have  had  no  effedt  towards  a  reconciliation 
with  the  Dauphin.  This  Prince,  a  little  before  he  was 
taken  ill  with  the  fmall-pox,  had  received  a  mortifica¬ 
tion  which  he  had  not  forgotten.  M.  Silvefter,  his 
Drawing  Mafter,  had  folicited  the  place  of  Keeper  of 
the  drawings  of  the  King’s  cabinet,  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Coypel;  and  M.  Cochin  the  fon,  favourite  of  the 

Marquis 

*  Dauphin,  in  French,  means  both  the  Dauphin,  and  the  filh 
which  we  call  a  dolphin. 
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Marquis  de  Vandieres,  being  preferred,  Silvefter, ,  with 
_ii  A  acrimony  of  difappointed  vanity — which  is 
more  irritable  In  artifts!  if  poffible,  than  in  ^jhors- 
wrote  him  upon  this  fub  eft  a  very  indecent  letter,  re- 
nroachingltim  with  his  choice.  The  Marquis  earned 
?he  letter2  to  his  After,  who  (hewed  it  to  the  King  5  and 
gffiy  fent  M.  Silvefter  to  Fort  I'E^ue.  It  re- 

quired  all  the  intereft  of  his  auguft  fcholar,  to  get  ix 

°ULewls  XV '  made  amends  to  the  Marcfaionefs  ofPom- 
uadour  for  the  contempt  (Ire  received  from  hi*  fon  by 
conferring  new  favours  upon  her  In  order  to  (hew  her 
how  much  he  was  fatisfied  with  he  1  entertain  7.. 

ment,  he  had  granted  her  the  Tabouret^  and  the  ,  ?  ;  2. 
honours  attached  to  the  rank  of  a  Dutchefs. 

It  mav  be  eaftly  imagined  how  rnuen  the  Oau p..  1.1 
was  provoked  at  it ;  he,  who  the  firft  time  this  beau  y 
h-d  been  prefented  to  him,  in  faluting  her  accorc  mS  ® 
the  ceremonial,  had,  by  an  affronting  aftion  ,  expref- 
fiveof  his  difguft— though  (lie  could  not  perceive  it, 
but  which  had  been  remarked  by  all  the  ipeaators— 
ftronzlv  (hewn  how  much  this  ceremony  was  diipleaiing 
to  him.  This  had  occafioned  his  being  bamfhed  for 

fome  time  from  the  King’s  prefence. 

The  Princes  of  the  blood  were  more  tractable,  that 
is  to  fay  more  fervile.  They  obtained  favours  through 
her  means ;  they  did  not  fit  down  in  her  pretence. 
The  Prince  of  Conti  alone,  never  would  proitrate 
himfelf  at  the  feet  of  the  idol  ;  he  had  even  treated 
her  with  haughtinefs,  or  rather  had  taught  her  what 
was  due  from  her  to  him.  One  day,  when  fhe  fuftered 
him  to  remain  in  the  pofture  of  a  fuppliant,  he  (at 
down  upon  her  bed,  and  faid,  Madame,  wila  tin  tou  ¬ 
cher  excellent  t-  It  may  eafily  be  imagined,  how  much 
fhe  was  affronted  at  the  fpeech,  and  the  aftion,  and 
how  difpleafmg  it  was  to  his  Majefty.  He  did  not  love 
the  Prince  before,  but  from  this  time,  when  he  had 
wen  fo  good  a  leffon  to  his  miftrefs,  the  King  de- 

tefted 

*  It  is  faid  that  the  Dauphin  lolled  out  his  tongue  when  he  fa> 
1  uted  her. 

f  This  is  an  exceeding  good  bed ,  Madam, 
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tefted  him  The  Prince  of  Conti  appeared  no  more 
f  erlailles,  except  at  ceremonies  of  parade,  and  to 
keep  up  appearances. 

.  Prince  of  Conde,  already  devoured  by  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  greedy  of  appointments  and  favours,  though 
very  young,  was  the  mod  fervile  attendant  upon  the 
wdl  of  the  Marchionefs.  He  accepted  from  her  hands 
Mademoifelle  de  Soubife,  daughter  to  the  Prince  of 
t  at  name,  who  was  the  King’s  friend,  and  confe- 
quently  the  meaneft  of  his  miftrefs’s  Courtiers.  This 
marriage  was  difgufling  to  the  other  Princes  of  the 
blood.  Being  afTembled  in  the  King’s  clofet  to  fign 
the  contra#,  in  which  the  father-in-law  had  taken  the 
title  of  Moft  High  and  Moft  Mighty  Prince ,  they  decli¬ 
ned,  becaufe  they  could  not  countenance,  by  their  fig- 
nature  a  quality  which  belonged  to  them  alone,  in 
right  of  their  birth.  They  defired,  in  cafe  his  Ma¬ 
jesty  fhould  command  them  to  fign,  that  he  would 
permit  them  to  enter  a  proteft  beforehand  ;  which  was 
agreed  upon.  Three  months  were  allowed  them,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  produce  their  title  to  thefe  exclufive 
pretenfions. 

The  Houfe  of  Rohan  had  already  a  difpute  of  the 
fame  kind  with  the  Nobility,  the  origin  of  which  is 
curious.  An  Abbe  d’Aubenton,  author  of  letters  in 
favour  of  the  Clergy,  refpefting  their  difpute  on  the 
affair  of  the  Vingtieme ,  formerly  tutor  to  Cardinal  Sou¬ 
bife, ^  being  diffatisfied  with  that  family,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  had  not  fupported  him  fufficiently  by  their 
credit,  to  maintain  him  in  his  place  of  Superior  at  the 
college  of  Maitre  Gervais  at  Paris,  of  which  he  had 
been  deprived,  was  determined  to  revenge  himfelf. 

The  day  that  Prince  Rene  prefented  his  petition  to 
the  Sorbonne,  the  Abb6  went  there  to  require  of  the 
Dean  to  fhew  him  the  deeds  by  which  the  diftinftion 
was  granted  to  the  Houfe  of  Rohan,  of  difputing  with 
their  gloves  and  hat  on.  The  Dean  having  declined  to 
fatisfy  him  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  went  to  the  Marquis 
de  Beaufremont,  and  inflamed  him  fo  much  as  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  caufe  it  to  be  fignified  to  the  Dean,  that 
he  would  oppofe,  as  well  in  his  own  name,  as  in  that 
of  the  Nobility,  the  granting  of  anypiivilege  to  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Rohan,  proteftmg,  &c.  The  Vergei '  d  k! 
not  dare  to  make  the  figmficalion,  till  the  aft  holde 
by  Prince  Rene  was  concluded  ;  but  as  it  was not  much 
attended  to,  M.  de  Be.ufren.ont  prefented  on  the  5th 

of  December  17S2’  a  PetItl°n ,  ,°  ! 

where  in  the  name  of  the  Nobility  over  which  his 

grandfather  pref.ded  at  the  laft  meeting  of  the  States, 

he  afked  permiffion  to.  fummon  the  Dean  of  the  Sor- 

bonne,  that  he  might  produce  the  claim  upon  which 

was  founded  that  pretended  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of 

Rohan-and  that  till  then  the  Def  ers,  Licentiates 

and  other  members  of  the  facu  ty  of  Divinity,  fhould 

be  ordered  not  to  grant  unto  the  aforefa.d  Houle,  the 

liberty  to  arrogate  to  themfelves  any  rights  01  p.ivile- 

ges  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Nobility. 

The  Court  promifed  the  fummons,  and  t.ie  King 
having  taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands,  pronoun¬ 
ced  fentence  upon  the  whoie.  ,  t  t  r  r 

At  the  fame  time  he  eftablillred  to  the  Houfe  o. 
Rohan,  as  well  as  to  that  of  Bouillon  the  poiTeflion  01 
the  title  they  had  affumed,  of  Mod  high  and  nioft  ex¬ 
cellent  Prince,  and  annulled  the  protelt  of  the  Pi  met? 
of  the  Blood  ;  but  the  latter  having  prefented  a  peti- 
tion  to  the  King  againi.1  hisdecifion,  his  Majefty,  un~ 
willing  ter  occafion  any  concern  to  the  Marchtonefs  of 
Pompadour,  who  imeiefted  herfelt  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  in  this  affair,  and  not  venturing  at  the  fame 
time  to  give  a  pofitive  decifion,  adopted  lus  ulual 
mode,  and  wrote  them  the  following  letter  : 

<<  I  will  neither  decide,  nor  fuller  to  be  fecioee , 
“  whether  Meffieurs  de  P.ohan  are  Princes  or  not,  bm 
«  I  choofe  that  all  things  fiiould  remain  in  the  lame 
“  {late  they  were  in  beiore  the  marriage  of  the  ±  nnce 
“  of  Conde  with  Mademoifelle  de  Soubife ;  and  the 
“  natures  of  the  contra©  are  not  to  be  underftood 
11  to  prejudice  or  to  favour  tne  lights  and  pietenfions 
“  of  either  party.” 

This  was,  in  fa©,  deciding  in  favour  of  tne  1  races, 
rot  of  the  blood.  It  is  well  known,  that  fuch  kinds  ol 
queftions,  far  from  becoming  more  clear  in  the  cour'e 

«*"  time,  can  only  be  tjiore  enibarraffed  ;  but  1  ev,  is  A  V  , 

wat 
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caule  of  d!fcontent°  m  peaCC’  and  not  2ive  an>' 

*  “tit  irrsT of  ,he  r“' — "p»" 

to  keep  well  with  the  oTw  m"®  part£  and  wiflled 
the  iden  nfho,,1  l  other.  She  was  flattered  with 

tween  thefe  grea^ptrfons’andT  ^  *  mediatfix  be' 

.  by  it.  ^  ^  ’  and  her  vamt7  was  increafed 

Sg^“A'5«£SS'“ 

Chatelet  no  A*n  r”  ^ewart*  was  a  prodtor  of  the 
SaS  ’i*"  likev/ife  flie  .brin¬ 
ing  to  an  office  in  that  „£  °f  ““S' 

Vrn‘ty’  defirous  that  her  brother  Ihould  keen 

£  bir  sl?  anks 

er  nothing,  was  very  much  inclined  to  it  ;  but  a  No 
bleman  of  h,s  Court,  whom  he  confuted  having  onlv' 
anfwered  by  a  jeft,  faytng  le  poiffon  n'etoit  pas  aljez 
gras  pour  tire  mu  au  bleu  f,  Lewis  XV.  who  had  a  Mod 
underftandmg,  comprehended  the  refined  meaning  of 
this  raillery,  and  gave  the  matter  up,  till  feme  /ears 
after  when  the  Marquis  de  Vandieres  having  received 
ms  fecond  metamorphofis,  and  become  Marquis  de 
■  angny,  the  place  of  Secretary  of  the  order  was  gi- 

Vobi?ty  ,mTnan  °ffiC?n  Whkh  /eqU'reS  n°  pr°°fs  ^ 

j  oblJlt7*  -To  pave  the  way  for  this  dignity  in  the 
etters  patent  creating  this  Marquifate  i/ his  favour 

eSiov  lift  f  t,  r6dt  this  neW  Aleman  fhould 
J  y  aU  the  honours  belonging  to  the  high  Nobility, 

and 

*  Twenty-five  thoufand  pounds. 

°  3  mann€r  lQ  wh,ch  lhe  Trench  fometimcs  drefs  large  fi  (h. 
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and  to  people  of  quality,  and  he  was  prefented  at 

Court  under  the  laft  title.  rnncentrated 

-  But  the  objea  on  whom  the  favourite  < conce. n  ra ed 

-all  her  attachments,  was  an  only  daugh'er’ 
Mademoifelle  or  Madame  Alexandrine,  and  put  by  that 
title  upon  a  par  with  young  ladies  of  the  h.ghelt 
£h,  T,d  «vL  with  the  togte" .  of  S«.«,gh  . 
She  was  very  beautiful,  having  all  the  graces  ot 
™,h“  1,7... b, ought  up 

fumption,  with  the  train  of  a  Pimcefs,  a  ^ 

entering  upon  a  proper  age  or  fjia  §  tlie  Duke 
de  Pompadour,  for  this  purpo  e,  oug  exoefted  j- 
de  Fronfac,  fon  to  Marlhal  Richelieu  ;  5d  *° 

much  the  lefs  oppofition  m  her  projefl,  as  the  fa  h 
paid  the  in  oft  affiduous  court  to  her,  was  loaded  with 
?he  King’s  favours,  and  had  always  Ihewn  the  moft 
abjeft  febm-iffion  to  the  inclinations,  caprices,  and  an 

"fthS  U,*""  f»“  ~f'"'  comefted  in  re'vili.y 

to  the  Marchionefs,  with  the  Duke  de  1>  Where,  «« 
occafion  of  the  little  theatrical  representations  at  her 

houle  The  latter  of  thefe  Noblemen  prefided  there, 

equally  as  a  man  of  letters  a  favourite  of  the 
y„„A  the  verv  humble  fervant  of  his  nuftrefs. 
The  Duke  de  Richelieu,  in  quality  of  Firft  Gentle* 
Ln  of  the  Bedchamber,  claimed  that  honour,  which 
other  people  would  have  deemed  unworthy  of  them,, 
and  obtained  the  preference.  The  Vignerots,  indeed, 
were  rot  of  an  extraftion  ancient  enough  nor  fuffic* 
rnt  v  acknowledged,  to  be  very  nice.  The  Ma.xh.o- 
nef  was  not  ignorant  of  a  fpeech  that  had  been  made 
to  -nTs  Nobleman,  upon  his  fucceedmg  the  Duke  de 
Rochechouart,  by  a  fatyrical  Courtier  :  /  give you  joy,. 
Monfieur  le  Due ,  you  are  at  laft  become  a  Gentleman. 
Thefe  words,  under  the  appearance  of  complimenting, 
him  on  his  new  promotion,  were  a  bitter  reflection  upon 
S “birth.  The  Duke  de  Richelieu  not  bemg  mean 

enough  to  be  flattered  by  this  .propofal,  but  too  much 
attached  to  Court-favours,  to  give  them  up  by  an  ab¬ 
solute  refufal,  contrived  a  dexterous  manner  of  eluding 
h  •  by  anfwering  that  he  was  much  flattered  with  Ma- 
Pompadout’s  oho.ee.  -  —  ggg 
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^rde,:  uU‘  that’  hisfon  having  the  honour  to  be- 

21  A  ^Prr  SOf^e  H°ufe  horraine  on  hi 

theft  -  ?•  n°U'd  not  dilPofe  of  him  without 

perfled  I  1  Wh‘rh|  h-  WOuldearne%  Elicit,  if  (he 

was  fenfiH  %  F?  °  liri0^:  Madame  de  Pompadour 
was  fenfibhr  of  the  finefTe  of  this  fpeech  ;  ihe  was 

a_raid  of  the  ridicule  which  would  be  caft  upon  her 

Ste  7T  nlade  Public’  and  ofthelhame 

her  m  ^  MP  £d  t0  by  a  refu,aL  She  chofe  ra¬ 
the  to  diftembie  to  temporize,  .and  to  negotiate. 

W:T  l  Pertef!y  confillent  with  the  Marihal’s 

method  Vf  0|bo?ed  jhat  ,Ime  m'gbt  procure  him  fome 
method  of  relieving  him  from  his  embarraliinent.  He 

was  mrtunate  enough  to  extricate  himfelf  b7  the  fureft 
way  Mademoifelle  Alexandrine  died  foon  after.  Her 
mother  was  deeply  afflifted ;  and  the  marriages  of 
Mefdemo,  elles  de  Bafchy,  and  de  Guitry,  her  relati¬ 
ons  which  were  to  have  been  celebrated  with  a  great 
deal  of  eclat  at  Belle-vue,  were  fufpended  on  thlf  ac¬ 
count  and  concluded  without  any  ceremony  An 

epitaph  was  made  upon  the  young  lady,  beginning  in 
this  remarkable  manner  :  6 

'  r  lteS  Jane  Alexa”Jrina,  daughter  to  Mejfire  Jo- 
fiph  le  Normant  and  Jane  Poijjon,  Marcbionefs  of  Pom¬ 
padour,  Lady  of  CreJJy,  (de.  (de. 

Some  months  afterwards,  the  body  of  this  precious 
child  was  transferred,  with  great  pomp,  from  the  Af- 
lumpt.on  convent  to  one  °f  the  chapels  which  belong- 
e  to  Meffrs.  deCrequi,  at  the  convent  of  the  Capu- 
c  lines,  which  her  mother  had  bought  for  the  burial- 
place  of  the  family,  and  where  Ihe  intended  to  eredt  a 
luperb  maufoleum  to  her  daughter. 

Another  death,  which  happened  a  little  while  after 
this,  and  which  ought,  according  to  the  feelings  of  na¬ 
ture,  to  have  mcreafed  the  grief  of  Madame  de  Pom¬ 
padour,  was,  on  the  contrary,  an  alleviation'  to  it,  by 

lftiuf’  r>er-/r0m,a  ’?oft  Hfupportable  burthen.  She 
loft  M.  Poiffon,  her  father.  This  man,  who  had  nei¬ 
ther  education,  morals,  decency,  nor  refpeft  for  any 
body,  was  a  torment  to  her,  and  a  perpetual  fource  of 
umiliations.  She  did  not  dare  to  bring  him  nearer 

her 
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her  perfon,  becaufe  he  was  not  fit  to  be  prefented  any 
where  and  that  it  was  impoflible  to  improve  him  ; 
nor  did  Hie  dare  to  fiend  him  from  her,  not  only  be- 
caufie  flie  felt  a  reliance  to  confine  the  author  of  her 
being,  but  alfio  becaufe  he  had  a  great  ciea  of  lpint  : 
a  meer  letter  de  cachet  would  not  have  kept  him  within 
bounds  ;  and,  by  making  a  greater  eclat,  flie  ran  tne 
rifique  ofi  difclofing  more  publicly  the  meannels  ot  her 
extradtion.  His  daughter  had  therefore  refolved  to 
take  no  notice  ofi  the  opprobrium  he  call  upon  her, 
and  to  become  infienfible  to  his  behaviour  and  his 
rudenefis.  She  was  afraid  of  refilling  any  favours  to 
him,  and  carefled  him  as  much  as  it  was  m  her 
power.  As  fioon  as  he  appeared,  he  had  free  ad- 
miffion.  One  day,  a  new  valet-de-chambre,.  who  did 
not  know  him,  not  being  much  prejudiced  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  from  his  mean  appearance,  and  his  grotcfque 
drefis’  making  a  difficulty  to  introduce  him  :  You  raj- - 
cal,  he  bawled  out  to  him,  don't  you  knoiv  1  am  father 
to  the  King's  <wb—e.  He  treated  his  fion  with  equal 
rudenefis,  whom  he  looked  upon  as  a  blackguard  a 
poor  creature,  ofi  whom  he  ufed  to  lay,  that  he  Jhould 
have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  male  any  thing  of  him,. 
One  day,  being  at  table  with  a  number  ofi  Financiers, 
after  a  fiplendid  dinner,  his  head  being  heated  with 
wine,  he  burft  out  a  laughing  like  a  mad  man.  “  Do 
“  you  know,  Gentlemen,”  laid  he,  afterwards,  “  what 
“  makes  me  laugh  ?  It  is  at  feeing  us  all  here,  with  the 
“  pomp  and  magnificence  that  fiurrounds  us.  If  a  ftran- 
ger  were  to  come  in,  he  would  take  us  all  for  fio 
“  many  Princes.  And  you,  M.  de  Montmartel,  are 
“  the  fion  ofi  an  ale-houfe  keeper  ; — you,  M.  de  Sava- 
“  lette,  fion  ofi  a  vinegar-merchant; — you,  Bouret,  fon 
“  of  a  footman.  As  for  myfielfi,  who  does  not  know 
“  me  ?”  By  abufmg  himfelf  in  this  manner,  he  thought 
he  was  intitled  to  fay  more  difiagreeable  things  to  the 
reft  of  the  guefts  ;  and  when  he  had  taken  a  review" 
of  them  all,  it  was  found  not  only  that  none  ofi  them 
were  even  ofi  a  mercantile  iamily,  but  that  fieveral  of 
them  had  made  their  fortunes  by  the  moft  unlawful 
and  infamous  means. 


Some 
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Some  Courtiers  have  pretended,  that  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  rendered  the  lofs  of  her  daughter  dill 
more  bitter  to  the  Marchionefs  of  Pompadour,  was  the 
finding  herfelf  deprived  of  the  hopes  die  had  conceiv¬ 
ed,  of  her  Succeeding  her  in  the  King’s  affedtions.  She 
knew  that  his  Majedy  was  not  dartled  at  the  idea  of 
inceft,  and  that  it  feemed  rather  an  additional  incite¬ 
ment  to  him.  A  difagreeable  and  difguding  infirmity, 
which  ilie  laboured  under,  having  obliged  her  lover  to 
feparate  from  her,  it  would  have  been  but  a  trifling 
diock  to  her  ambition,  if  die  could  thus,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  have  furvived  herfelf  at  Court.  Fortunately,  this 
affidance  was  not  neceflary  for  her  :  die  had  acquired 
fo  complete  an  afcendancy  over  Lewis  XV.  that  he  dill 
continued  to  be  her  dave.  It  is  true,  that  her  fituation 
required  not  only  a  perpetual  watchfulnefs,but  alfo  a  def- 
picable  fubjedtion.  She  was  obliged  to  keep  away  con¬ 
tinually  from  the  King’s  petits  Joupers  all  the  women  of 
quality  whom  he  feemed  to  admire  too  much :  die 
caufed  them  fometimes  to  be  punidied  by  banidiment, 
for  the  crime  of  being  too  defirous  of  pleafing.  Be¬ 
ing  become  fuperintendent  of  the  King’s  pleafures,  die 
was  obliged  continually  to  recruit,  from  all  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  new  and  unknown  beauties,  calculated  to 
renew  the  feraglio,  which  die  governed  at  plea- 
!75.L  fure>  Such  w^as  the  origin  of  the  Parc-au~ 
Cerfy  the  gulph  of  innocence  and  ingenuoufnefs,  where 
multitudes  of  victims  were  fwallowed  up;  who,  redored 
afterwards  to  fociety,  brought  into  it  corruption,  a  tade 
for  debauchery,  and  all  the  vices  with  which  they  necef- 
farily  became  infedted,  in  their  intercourfe  with  the  in¬ 
famous  agents  of  fuch  a  place. 

Independent  of  the  injury  which  this  abominable  in- 
ditution  did  to  manners,  it  is  dreadful  to  calculate  the 
immenfe  dims  which  it  cod  the  State.  In  fadt,  who 
could  fum  up  the  expences  of  that  feries  of  agents 
of  all  kinds,  both  principal  and  fubordinate,  exerting 
themfelves  to  difcover  the  objedts  of  their  refearches — 
to  go  and  fetch  them  from  the  extremities  of  the  king¬ 
dom — to  bring  them  to  the  place  of  their  dedication- — - 
to  get  them  cleaned — to  drefs: — to  perfume  them— and, 
in  a  word,  to  fupply  them  with  all  the  means  of  feduc- 
tion  that  art  could  imagine.  Add  to  this,  the  fums 

given 
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riven  to  thofe,  who,  not  having  the  happmefs  to  rouze 
the  languid  fenfations  of  the  Sultan,  were  not  the  lefs 
to  be  indemnified  for  their  fervices,  tor  their  diicietion, 
and  efpecially  for  his  contempt the  reward  due  to 
thofe  more  fortunate  nymphs,  who  gratified  the  tem¬ 
porary  deiires  of  the  Monarch  in  a  word,  the  (acred 
engagements  entered  into  with  other  Sultana  s  who  fliew- 
ed  fi<>ns.  of  fertility ; — and  we  may  judge  that  there 
was  not  any,  one  with  another,  who  had  not  been  a 
charge  of  a  million* * * §,  at  leaft,  to  the  pubhc  trealury 
Let  us  only  reckon  that  two  in  a  week  palled  through 
this  (ink  of  infamy,  that  is  to  fay,  a  thoufand  m  ten 
years,  and  we  lira  11  have  a  capital  of  a  thoufand  mil- 
lions  f .  We  do  not  comprehend  in  this  fum  total  the 
fupport  of  the  children  proceeding  trom  this  clandeftine 
intercourfe  ;  neither  were  all  thefe  expences,  in  any 
particular  dedufled  from  thofe  of  the  favourite.  We 
may  therefore  confider  the  Parc-au-Cerf  as  one  of  the 
principal  fources  of  the  wafte  of  the  finances.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  fums,  called  acquits  du  comptant  J,  began 
to  be  more  exorbitant  from  year  to  year  ;  lo  much, 
that  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  in  their  remonftrances, 
reproached  the  King,  that  thefe  acquits ,  which,  under 
Lewis  XIV.  had  never  exceeded  ten  millions  §,  were 
at  that  time  above  a  hundred  millions  ||. 

The  Marchionefs — for  fo  fhe  was  called  by  preference 
at  Court — not  being  able  any  more  to  intoxicate  her 
lover  by  her  charms,  was  obliged  to  increafe  her  affidui- 
ty  to  captivate  his  mind,  to  fubdue  him,  and  to  make 
herfelf  fo  ufeful,  that  he  could  not  be  without  her. 
Adulation,  which  fo  infallibly  prevails  with  all  man¬ 
kind  was  one  of  the  principal  means  fhe  uied  for  this 

purpofe. 


•  Between  forty-one  and  forty-two  thoufand  pounds. 

•f  Upwards  of  forty-one  millions  fterling. 

t  By  acquits  du  comptant ,  we  are  to  underftand,  fums  delivered 
into  the  royal  treafuiy,  upon  the  bare  fignature  of  the  King, 
without  any  mention  being  made  of  the  rbjeti  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  The  keeper  of  the  public  treafury  has  no  need  of  any  other 
voucher  to  the  chamber  of  accounts,  to  have  thefe  expences  al¬ 
lowed  him. 

§  Upwards  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

IS  Upwards  of  four  millions  fterling. 
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purpose.  This  adulation  did  not  only  confift  in  the  ar* 
employed  by  the  mod  ftupid  Courtier,  of  putting  the 
narch  in  good-humour  with  himfelf—  of  praiflnt  him 
upon  his  moral  and  philofophical  qualities — his  a&ions 
his  arrangements  —his  conventions ;  nor  even  in  the 
more  refined  way  of  ftudyHg  what  would  gratify  him  ; 
but  m  the  arduous  and  painful  attention  to  remove  from 
Lew,s  XV.  the  cares,  the  folicitudes,  and  the  anxieties! 
,  g°^emment  to  make  him  enjoy,  upon  the  throne, 
tliat  idle  and  retired  life,  which  was  the  object  of  his 
wiflaes.  What  a  tormenting  life  was  this;  and  how 
clearly  did  lhe  buy  her  apparent  grandeur  !  But  ambiti¬ 
ous  people  have  enjoyments,  the  fweets  of  which  are 
unknown  to  the  philofopher.  Such  was  that  expe¬ 
rienced  by  Madame  de  Pompadour,  on  receiving  a  letter 
from  the  Dutchefs  of  Chatillon,  who  begged  of  her  to 
make  the  King  acquainted  with  the  regret  her  hufband 
felt,  at  having  been  fo  unhappy  as  to  difpleafe  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  of  dying  in  difgrace.  To  fee  at  her  feet  the 
governor  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  throne,  depending 
more  upon  her  credit,  than  upon  that  of  his  auzuft 
pupii,.  was  a  delightful  triumph,  which  fhe  obtained 
not  only  over  this  creature  of  the  Dauphin,  but  even 
over  the  Dauphin  himfelf;  who,  though  he  detefted 
her,  paid  an  indirect  homage  to  her  influence  and  bene- 
volence,  by  this  tacit  acknowledgment ;  for  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  tnat  this  ftep  had  not  been  taken  without 
communicating  it  to  the  Prince,  whofe  conftant  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Duke  was  well  known.  She  anfwered,  in 
the  King’s  name,  that  his  Majefty  was  much  affe&ed  at 
the  difmal  fituation  of  the  Tick  man— that  he  was  per- 
fuaded  the  Duke  had  not  intentionally  offended,  him— 
that  he  reftored  him  to  favour,  and  hoped  the  Duke- 
would  foon  be  able  to  come  to  Court,  where  his  Majefty 
would  be  very  glad  to  fee  him  again. 

When  fo  auftere  a  Courtier  as  the  Duke  de  Chatillon 
has  recourfe  to  fo  humiliating  a  protc&ion,  it  may 
readily  be  imagined,  that  he  has  no  other  refeurce. 

He  died  a  few  days  after  having  received  this  anfwer  * 
but  his  family  reaped  the  benefit  of  it  by  feveraj 
favours. 


Thefe 
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J  hi  tween  the  clergy  of  his  realm,  and  between 
5"  «lSc.U»f  ci,i|  ilrilMion.-;-.'!  d«e,ved  u 
the  fame  time  by  infidtous  negotiations  , 

aflonifh  his  enemies,  by  h.s  preparations  for  war  m  the 
fudden  re-eftabliflrment  of  his  navy---to  furp  /e  an 

Europe  by  the  unexpefled  refources  o(  his  P0l‘hcs 
and,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  P«Pa'^n  fP  ™ 
cure  brilliant  fuccefs  to  his  arms,  in  all  parts  ot  tne 
world  while,  at  laft,  defied  by  a  continual  reverfe 
of  fortune,  he  was  compelled  to  accept  a  mo 

,1“rSPSr  fc,cb  of  ,le  r.ign  of  U»»  XV  1.  U 
impoffible  to  give  a  detail  of  the  troubles  which  agitated 
the  States  of  Britan y  in  ilSz,  whofe  meetings  had  been 
the  longeft  and  mod  turbulent  that  had  ever  been 
known.2  The  readers,  who  are  defirous  of  feeing  this 
curious,  minute,  but  interefting  hiftory,  will  find  it  m^a 
manufcript  journal,  taken  from  original  writings  . 
We  fhall  only  obfei  ve,  at  prefent,  that  tne  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  tax,  called  the  Vingtieme,  notwithftandi  g 
the  peace,  was  the  chief  caule  of  the  ferment  that  has 
beenP kept  up  fince  that  period  ;  a  ferment,  Sometimes 
quieted,  but  afterward  re-excited  with  redoubled  fu  y, 
and  being  the  fource  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  that  pro¬ 
vince.  The  three  orders  of  the  State  made  the  louoeft 
expoftulations,  that  they  might  at  leaft  be  allowed  to 
compound,  but  without  fuccels.  The  court  foon  intt- 
midated  the  Clergy,  and  the  lower  orcer  of  the  State, 
under  a  pretence  that  it  did  not  become  them  to  re  ill; 
the  King’s  will,  which  was  clearly  mamiefted  ;  01  ra¬ 
ther  they  bribed  thefe  two  bodies  of  men,  who,  from 
their  nature,  and  the  fmallnefs  of  then  number  are  al¬ 
ways  more  open  to  fedudion.  But  the  Nobility,  too 
J  r  -  numeious* 


*  See  the  Appendix  at  the  end  of  the  volume,  No.  I. 
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S™"VZ?"etei'00  -s  » .h„ 

Precious  and  dearfft  7  35  their  mo(l 

ln  proportion  to  the  defeftfn’  d‘/P  ,ayed  more  firmnefs, 
ders  of  the  State  Tl  n  f  °f  tbe  two  inferior  or- 
fided  over  the  State  f6  ru^e  de  Chaulnes,  who  pre- 
Pcandalous  L  W  which*  fo 

being  perfonaZ f  7  d  7,  f  m  at  Verfailles,  and 
whoTnPre  de£ibP  T!d;,CaUf£d  W  the  members, 
and  refiftance  tobe  7  the  ^"fton 

bani/hed,  and  even  thr  Nme  Gentlemen  were 

of  ctulnes^V td^?  Dufe 

Prize,  to  fee  that  Nom7  ted^ ^  occaftoned  fome  fur- 
Countefs  of  Manr  lemaP>  wflo  was  nephew  to  the 
n1adehm0fupIS3Uree3S,’,arw(ft  but  his  ambition  had 
netted  Wth  T  Dtfte  /V 7  7$  Lmore  neall7  con¬ 
front  that  time  entered  into  77“  \his  "ame* 

■reer*  We  /hall  only  at  prefent'fpeak  S^0"*  Ca' 

PomS^T"’  Jbich  ™  fortunate^  MadateT 

KingP  who  waemg,  •  V'7  deflrous  of  perfuading  the 
thatS’thI  °  ^n ce  of  Brim  “  ^  m°Vrif%  tumuh 
give  him  authentic  proofs  o7a  "the  t0 

caufed  the  find  States,  over  which  he  p^efSed  “to  p^r' 

1  o  AW  f<?*,n  the  ceremony  of  the  dedication  of  a  nL- 

decreed  to  the T"™  °f  which  had  b«» 

vaTefcence  7t  l  l'*  !£H-  m  memory  of  his  con- 
vaieicence,  and  of  his  victories  Tr  r  i 

pedeftrian  figures,  executed  by  M  le  Morne°  *  7* 

*  a^iawrf  • 

thef;  joy  g’  ewing  t0  tIle  peoPle  the  Objett  of 
His  Majefty  was  fo  much  delighted  that  h*  ™ 

**•"*  f  "**  <* «*-»  i 

tiOtl: 
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.  •  i.:s  name  to  the  States  ;  and  accordingly  he 

granted  Jhetn  the  nomination  to  the  two  firft  Abbeys 
fhat  Ihould  become  vacant,  two  companies  of  cavalry, 

Ind  letters  of  Nobleffe  for 'two  perfons  whom  they 
might  choofe  The  three  orders  thus  partook  of  his 

Lv§ours  The  Commandant  acquired  a  great  deal  of 

Credit  '  but  he  had  lefs  pacified  matters,  than  preven  - 

A  »  itSi  “,tafTwCS),«taiU 

fliould  continue  to  belev.cd 1»  be- 

fore  upon  the  faith  only  of  a  regiftry.  rh,s  ™as 
that’  MP  de  Sechelles,  Comptroller  General  who^had 

adopted  the  principles  of  Ins  predcceff  , 
that  time  ;  he  was  defirous  of  knowing  the  real  pro 
dace  of  the  tax,  before  he  admitted  of  a  compofmom 
While  he  avoided l  the 1  redrefs  o  the |  *ufe.  whic^ 

,”£p.W»°S AS  lide  anxiety  ..  kWu* 
the  feeds  of  difcord  fubfifting  which  were  to  break  out 
with  fo  much  more  violence,  m  proportion  as  they  were 

101MMmTlTichtlieu,  who  prefided  over  the  States  of 
Languedoc,  the  privileges  of  which  were  already '  much 
infringed,  had  rendered  a  material  (ervice  to  the  M 
nift  yT  and  by  caufing  a  decree  of  Council  to  be  reg.f- 
tered  by  the  States  in  ,7Sa,  which  confirmed  them  with 
emphafis,  had  contived  to  annul  them  entirely  ,  fo  that 
they  retained  no  more  than  the  fhadow  of  authority  ; 
and7  it  may  readily  be  imagined  that  they  have  not 
fince  acquired  any  energy,  which,  far  from  increafing, 
is  ufually  weakened  by  time.  Thus  by  the  encroach-  . 
ments  of  authority,  ever  aftive  to  ufurp,  the  tax  cal  e 
the  Vinglieme  was  now  levied  in  that  province  without 
any  difficulty  ;  and  even  in  the  voluntary  contribution 
the  words,  accorde  Jans  conjequence  ■ ,  fo  facied  to  e 
privileges  of  the  province,  were  no  longer  in  ule. 

V  In  17  c: 4  the  Commandant  was  fortunate  enough  to 
conclude  the  affairs  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Cevennes, 


*  Granted  without  eftablifhing  a  precedent. 
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SuencTsiShtNafVe  Ja“ended  with  dangerous  con- 

given  by  the  Marquis  dePaulmy6  of  VheSel' "“T 
“  7as  *"  agitation  to 

ST Zrlrt  W,h°  Were  "-'hfrdwtd  to  em  ! 

fured’for  nl  °,  ^  the,'r  re,iSion  *n  France,  were  cen- 

riXl  If  C?",PIalnmg  ^at  they  were  deprived  of  the 

m  eif-IZe^aannds  ‘or1  ^““'Voit'unrSy  "  tt 

endowed  Stulhe"  Id'T  Mf°linift’  but  wh°  was 

2ft  ^*1-^ 

tertain  ,^°Urtf  Whfe  fome  of  the  Minifters  began  to  en 
SmaTer  f0Und  and  m0re  PhilofoPhical  nofions  upon 

Notwithftanding  the  violent  counfels  of  the  BilW 

1“,“  p^;l t°  ,fri  -p"“"  ‘ *S 

fcld  *  f  A  lays 

S-  .‘SSSt.jfi 

and  every  dung  was  fettled  by  negotiation  7’ 

Tins  agreement  difpleafed  ihe  Clenrv »i,n 

Sirtss-*  hi  ts 

Spf  t!lT^flL°offi!‘fment’  and'  f  ^^dat^s 

Ki«g  u™,*»g  ts  CSSftaS 

hls  declaration  of  the  ad  of  September  exto  M  Z  T 

Mlii  Hr"?®”'  °f  llis  w'Pd°ni  :  ihey  ftlucffev^ 
rai  medals  in  honour  of  this  Monarch  Lhn  +u  i_ 

™“  ?»'  •“»  8»ilv  Of  .  doibfc  riutv;  "ik 

dom,  the  protecior  of  the  chur chi  fe  he L e  of  X' 
holy  canons,  and  of  the  laws.  The  Dukel  Berry 
2  3  dug-  n.°'v  uP°n  the  throne,  was  born  at  this  pe- 

were  no  w tj™ t0 £: a  ™,arkable  bngularity,  thire 
nenes  to  hi.,  birth,  except  the  Chancellor, 

the 

*nf  compel  themTfi^n  minutes?  th'  Pl0t'ftant‘  Councilt- 
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the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  the  Comptroller  General,  and 
M.  de  Puyfieux.  No  Prince  had  attended  at  it,  the 
Court  being  at  Choifi,  and  the  Courier  difpatched  to 
the  King  having  broken  his  neck,  in  making  too  much 
hafte.  However,  this  auguft  embryo  was  made  to 
figure  in  the  engravings,  and  was  delineated  as  the 
token  of  Peace.  The  Archbifhop  oi  Paris  loft  nothing 
of  his  firmnefs  by  the  rejoicings  of  his  enemies.  He 
became  again  the  firft  victim,  and  his  Majefty  being  in¬ 
formed  by  the  Parliament,  that  the  lacrament  had  been 
refufed  by  the  order  of  that  Prelate,  banifhed  him  at 
laft  to  Confkns.  Soon  after  the  Bifhop  of  ^ 

Troyes  was  banifhed,  for  the  fame  realon,  ^ 
to  Mery  fur  Seine,  and  the  Archbifhop  ol  Aix 
to  Lambefc.  The  Princes  ot  the  church  were  ftul 
fpared  ;  thefe  punifhments  inflicted  by  his  Majefty, 
were  the  means  of  protecting  them  irom  the  ^ 
more  rigorous  purfuits  of  the  magiftiates :  as 
to  the  inferior  Clergy,  they  were  given  up  to  the 
fecular  power.  The  ReCtor  ot  Semite  Marguerite , 
as  well  as  fome  priefts  of  Saint  Etienne  ^  yan.  & 
du  Munty  were  taken  up,  and  condemned 
to  perpetual  banifhment.  If  the  courfe  of 
juftice  could  have  been  continued  in  the  lame  manner, 
the  refufal  of  the  facraments  would  loon  have  de- 
creafed.  But,  as  the  Parliaments  grew  bolder,  the 
Court  did  not  fail  to  relax,  and  to  fihew  their  ufual 
inconfiftency,  under  apprehenfion  of  being  no  longer 
able  to  reftore  the  fyftem  of  equilibrium  they  had 
planned. 

A  decree  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  had  condemn¬ 
ed  the  deliberations  of  the  Chapter  of  Orleans,  on 
account  of  the  facrament  having  been  refufed  to 
M.  Cognion,  one  of  the  Canons,  and  had  admitted 
the  Attorney  General  in  appeal,  as  from  an  abufe  of 
authority  in  the  execution  of  the  bull  Unigenitus  ; 
namely,  becaufe  no  ecclefafics  pretended  to  attribute  to 
it  the  character y  or  to  give  it  the  power  of  a  rule  of 
faith.  A  decree  of  Council  expunged  thefe  erroneous 
words,  inafmuch  as  the  faid  Bull  was  decided  to  be,  a 
rule  of  the  Church  and  State ,  in  confequence  of  feveral 
declarations  from  the  King.  This  avowal  renewed  the 

confidence 


tz  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

confidence  of  the  Clergy.  Their  oppofition  and  their 
demands  were  redoubled.  The  Sorbonne  was  fo  dar¬ 
ing  as  to  refufe  to  regiftei  a  decree  of  the  Court,  which 
enjoined  that  body,  and  the  Syndic,  to  be  more  atten¬ 
tive  in  preventing  the  holding  any  thefes  contrary  to 
the  laws,  and  the  maxims  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the 
filence  lately  ordained.  They  were  obliged  to  fummon 
he  Dean  the  Syndic,  the  Grand  Matter,  and  the  Pro- 
feflors  of  Sorbonne  and  Navarre,  and,  after'  a  repri¬ 
mand  given  to  them  by  the  Firft  Prefident,  in  the 
name  of  the  Parliament,  to  caufe  it  to  be  recorded  in 
eir  prefence,  by  the  Regijler ,  and  to  forbid  their  af- 
lembhng  any  more  till  further  orders.  Thus,  by  ano- 
ther  mconfiftency,  the  Magiftrates — who  had  fo  often 
complained  of  the  reftraint  they  were  laid  under  by 
taking  from  them  the  liberty  of  deliberating  and  vot- 
mg  who  had  fo  often  declared  all  regifters  illegal  that 
were  extorted  by  force  and  violence — who  had  confi¬ 
des  d  as  oppreffive,  and  definitive  of  the  laws,  the 
being  forbidden  to  remonftrate,  to  deliberate,  and  to 
ailemble— chofe  to  tie  down,  by  that  ftroke  of  autho- 
nty  abody,  who  declared  that  they  were  only  fub- 
jeaed  with  regard  to  thefe  matters,  to  their  fuperiors 
m  the  hierarchy,  and  that  they  had  a  right  to  condemn 
even  the  Parliaments,  and  to  judge  the  laws  in  points 
of  faith  and  dodtrine.  The  Body  of  Divinity  purfued 
the  fame  fteps  at  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  and  pretended 
that  in  the  ftate  of  fubverfion,  difeouragement,  and 
trouble  they  were  in,  they  could  not  continue  their 
functions. .  They  appealed  to  the  King,  and  prefent- 
ed  a  petition,  praying  that  the  decree  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  might  be  annulled.  The  Miniftry,  without 
protecting  too  openly  the  Divines,  fupported  them 
however,  and,  buffering  the  Magiftrates  to  exert  their 
defpotifm  only  to  a  certain  degree,  prevented  mat¬ 
ters  from  being  carried  to  extremities.  The  Doc¬ 
tors  remained  in  a  pafiive  ftate  of  anxiety  and  uncer¬ 
tainty,  till  their  tyrant  was  again  attacked. 

In  the  intermediate  time  was  opened  the  affembly  of 

28  May  the  £IerSy>  which  lafted  five  months,  and 
concluded  nothing.  The  Cardinal  de  la  Roche- 
loucault  prefided  there,  and  it  was  the  fecond  time 

that 
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that  he  filled  that  ftation.  Although  the  fpirit  of  the 
Society  had  prevailed  in  him,  when  it  was  intended  to 
lay  reftriftions  on  his  order,  it  was  hoped  that  he 
would  be  more  tractable  in  matters  of  religion.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  his  quiet  and  pacific  difpofition  retrained 
the  factious  in  thofe  tumultuous  aftemblies,  in  which 
our  Pallors  fometimes  gave  themfelves  up  to  tjie  moll 
petulant  and  indecent  tallies,  and  even  to  clamours  of 
fo  grofs  a  nature,  that  it  was  reported  in  the  moftdif- 
tant  provinces,  that  they  had  proceeded  to  blows  *. 

A  happier  incident  foon  furnifhed  the  Prefident  with 
the  means  of  forming  a  party  to  oppofe  the  blind  and 
turbulent  zeal  of  the  fanatics.  The  late  Bifhop  of  Mi¬ 
repoix,  th heatin  Boyer ,  was  juft  dead  ;  this  man,  fo 
confined  in'  his  abilities — who  had  lucceeded  Boffuet 
and  Fenelon— who  had  held  the  patronage  of  the 
church  after  Cardinal  Fleuri— and  who  had  fruftrated 
the  good  intentions  of  the  King,  when  he  propofed 
rendering  the  order  ol  St.  Louis  capable  of  church  pre¬ 
ferment— -had  only  been  raifed  on  account-of  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  principles  of  his  predeceffors  :  he  had 
carried  them  ftill  further,  by  adopting  the  pra&ice  of 
certificates  of  confeftion  ;  he  had  employed  the  dif- 
tribution  of  favours,  a  fure  and  infallible  expedient  to 
fill  the  church  with  Conflituents ,  and  to  favour  fchiim. 
The  Court  thought  of  deriving  tome  good  from  the 
fource  of  the  mifchief.  They  made  Cardinal  Roche- 
foucault  fucceed  to  that  important  part  of  Adminiftra- 
tion  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  late  Prelate.  This  was 
a  bait  with  which  feveral  perfons  afpiring  to  livings, 
who  had  not  yet  contracted  any  engagements,  were 
allured,  or  even  thofe,  who  being  lefs  nice,  or  more 
greedy,  and  who  having  been  paid  for  being  favourable 
to  the  Gonjlitution ,  were  inclined  to  receive  a  fecond 
reward  for  oppofing  it.  The  profelytes  made  in  this 
manner  by  the  Cardinal  were  called  Feuillans  *f,  as 
their  adverfaries  had  been  defigned  by  the  name  of 
Fheatins ,  on  account  of  their  Chief.  This  remedy  was 

more 

*  See  a  famous  publication,  intitled,  Examen  au  precis  de  ce  qu't 
c'  eft  pajfe  a  /’  jdffemblie  du  Clerge . 

•f*  From  the  faille,  or  lift  of  benefice?. 
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more  efficacious,  than  the  grace  of  the  Janfenifts a 
divifion  was  made,  and  even  feventeen  Prelates  voted 
againft  fixteen,  to  do  nothing  ;  which  produced  an 
equilibrium  in  the  Affembly,  fuch  as  the  King  de¬ 
filed,  that  he  might  be  himfelf  difpenfed  from  pro¬ 
nouncing.  r 

The  refult  was,  to  write  a  circular  letter  to  all  the 
Archbifhops  and  Bifliops  throughout  the  kingdom,  in 
which  the  Affembly  fhewed,  the  difference  of  the  two 
opinions  with  regard  to  the  degree  of  refpeft  due  to 
the  Bull  Unigenitus — to  the  notoriety  of  the  right,  and 
of  the  fa£t — and  to  the  competency  with  regard  to  fa- 
cramental  matters.  The  copy  of  another  letter  was 
alfo  joined  to  this,  which  was  addreffed  to  the  Pope, 
in  order  to  receive  his  paternal  inftrudtions  upon  thefe 
points,  and  to  fecure  a  perfect  unanimity. 

The  Pontiff  confulted  was  Benedict  XIV.  who 
had  too.  much  learning  to  be  very  credulous,  and 
whofe  difpofition  was  chearful,  and  even  droll.  He 
did  not  attach  fo  much  importance  to  thefe  quarrels 
as  the  fanatics  could  have,  wiilied  ;  and,  although 
his  dignity  obliged  him  to  keep  up  appearances,  he 
could  not  avoid  laughing  at  them  with  his  intimates; 
he  thought  it  fingular,  that  a  King  of  France  fihould 
not  be  powerlul  enough  to  pacify  his  kingdom,  and 
faid,  fpeaking  of  the  troubles  with  which  it  was  agi¬ 
tated,  and  of  its  anarchy,  buona  ?rtachina  che  anda  fold*. 
He  made  an  ambiguous  anfwer,  and  paid  his  court  to 
Lewis  XV.  in  feeming  to  truft  entirely  to  his  piety  and 
zeal  for  religion,  and  in  exhorting  him  to  give  out  a  * 
declaration  to  confirm  his  brief.  Thus  he  availed  him¬ 
felf  of  the  Monarch’s  foible,  by  flattering  him,  and 
by  fhewing  a  fpirit  of  peace  and  concord.  The  fear¬ 
ful  and  fuperftitious  difpofition  of  Lewis  the  XV.  render¬ 
ed  him  already  naturally  favourable  to  priefts ;  who  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  with  his  fubmiffion  to  the  tenets  of  religion, 
did  not  torment  him  on  account  of  his  paffions ;  and 
who  even  fuggefted  to  him,  that  Heaven  forgave  a 
great  many  weakneffes,  to  Princes  attached  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  the  church,  and  defenders  of  the  faith.  Be- 

fides. 


•  It  it  a  good  machine  that  goei  by  itfelf. 
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fides,  feveral  Prelates,  fince  the  death  ot  the  ancient 
Biihop  of  Mirepoix,  were  beginning  to  draw  nearer  to 
the  Court,  and  to  the  favourite,  and  to  pay  an  atten¬ 
tion  to  her.  She  did  not  yet  dilpofe  of  the  benefices, 
nor  lell  them  openly,  as  Hie  has  fince  done  ;  but  the 
Cardinal  de  Rochefoucault  was  too  great  a  politician, 
not  to  pay  a  regard  to  her  recommendations,  which  the 
Theatin  Boyer ^  confcientioufly  credulous  and  fcrupulous* 
becaufe  he  was  fimple  and  ignorant,  v/ould  never  have 
done  ;  and  who,  moreover,  would  have  been  forced  to 
this  referve,  in  order  not  to  dilpleafe  the  Dauphin,  his 
pupil,  if  even  he  had  not  been  fo,  by  the  auflerity  of 
his  principles.  It  was  with  regret  that  Lewis  XV.  had 
buffered  the  parliament  to  adt  againff  the  Clergy,  that 
his  Majefly  had  himfelf  condemned  fame  of  the  Pre¬ 
lates,  and  had  very  recently  caufed  the  Biiliop  of 
Troyes  to  be  taken  up  with  eclat,  and  conduced  into 
a  more  rigorous  exile  at  the  end  of  Alface,  to  the  Ab¬ 
bey  of  Mourbach,  in  order  10  keep  others  ^ 
in  awe  by  this  example  of  leverity.  The  i  1 
more  his  Majefly  gave  way  to  the  Magif-  '  ^ 
trates,  the  more  did  they  extend  their  inquiries  and 
their  watchfulnels.  He  faw  that  there  was  no  .com- 
pofition  to  be  expected  with  thefe  perfons,  who  were 
as  inflexible  as  the  law.  Their  obflinacy  difpleafed 
him.  In  1755,  the  Parliament  of  Paris  had  requeued 
to  have  no  vacations,  that  they  might  fettle  the 
bufinefs  in  arrears  and  having  obtained  letters  pa¬ 
tent  for  this  purpofe,  had  employed  themfelves  more 
in  promoting  their  own  authority,  than  in  judging  the 
caufes  of  individuals.  Although  they  had  loft  the  chief 
prop  of  the  Janfenifl  party,  in  the  perfon  of  that  fa¬ 
mous  Attorney  General,  loly  de  Fleuri,  a  man  of  vafl 
erudition,  of  fkilful  and  feducing  eloquence,  and  who 
had  been  their  fupport  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years  ; 
although  his  fon,  who  fucceeded  him,  had  neither  his 
underltanding,  his  fintffe,  nor  his  activity  ;  the  Com¬ 
pany  was  {till  filled  with  old  members,  attached  to  their 
prejudices,  who  could  not  grant  any  truce  to  the  Mo - 
linijh ,  and  wiflted  to  make  the  appellants  triumphant. 
Vol.  III.  C  They 
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12  April.  They  had  juft  caufed  a  paftoral  inftruction  of 
r“e  hi  mop  ot  Troyes,  on  fchifm,  to  be  torn 
and  burnt  by  tne  hands  of  the  common  hangman.  The 
rrelite  had  been  fo  highly  incenfed,  as  to  publiiTi  a 

6  June.  ™a,Ida^’  bY  which  condemned  the  decree 
or  Parliament,  forbade  its  being  read,  or  kept 
y  any  perfon,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  This 
had  obliged,  the  King  to  exprefs  his  aifcontent,  and  even 
ins  indignation  againlT  him. 

To  punifh  the  Sorbonne  for  its  refinance,  the  Mamf- 
tiates,  not  lefs  fanatic  in  their  way,  renewed  a  contefi: 
which  had  lain  dormant  fiace  1729.  The  point  in 
quell  10 11  was,  a  decree  by  which  the  Sorbonne  had  re- 
€alled  its  appeal,  had  accepted  the  Confutation ,  and  had 
eftabhlhed  a  formulary  that  was  to  be  figned  by  all 
the  candidates..  .  It  was  pretended,  that  this  decree  of 
the  Body  of  Divinity,  was  contrary  to  the  obfervation  of 
thence  injoined  to  them,  and  after  lix-and-twenty  years 
it  was  declared  void  and  of  no  etfedl.  But  the  Court 
found  fill  more  oppofite  to  their  views  of  pacification, 
a  piece  ot  chicanery,  which  tended  to  raile  the  party 
of  the  Appellants ,  that  was  almofl  crudied,  and  to  re¬ 
new  and  increafe  the  divifions  among  the  Clergy  :  a 
decree  of  Council  was  accordingly  iffued,  which  an¬ 
nulled  the  decree  of  the  Parliament. 

The  appointment  of  a  Superior  to  a  convent  of 
Nuns,  having  excited  a  frefh  conteff:  between  the  Par¬ 
liament  and  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris,  the  latter,— who 
had  been  banifhed  a  fecond  time,  but  by  the  Kin<Ps 
goodnefs  fullered,  to  return  from  the  Abbey  de  Pagney 
to  his  delicious  villa— had  not  imagined  that  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  the  Sovereign  ought  to  abate  his  zeal. 
Afhamed  of  the  example  given  to  him  by  the  Bifhop 
19  Sept.  °f  Troyes,  he  had  got  into  the  pulpit  at  Con- 
n  £.  dan5>  and  bad  read  a  mandate  or  paftoral  in- 
ftruftion,  in  which  he  excommunicated  all  the  non-ac- 
ceptanfs  of  the  Confitution  Unigenitus — the  confeffors 
who  did  not  enforce  its  reception  at  the  tribunal  of 
confeftion — thole  who  '  ither  had  or  diould  procure  the 
decrees  and  refolutions  of  Parliament  pointed  out,  and 
namely  the  Nuns  taking  care  of  the  lick  in  the  fuburb 
Saint  Marcel, ,  as  likewife  ail  the  Priefts  who  mould  fay 
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mafs  in  their  church.  This  excommunication  w'as  not 
limply  verbal,  and  threatening  ;  it  was  fulminated 
with  all  the  formalities,  the  lights  put  out,  and  the 
bells  toiling.  The  modern  Athanafius,  in  his  difcourfe, 
extolled  his  brother  Prelate  as  a  perfecuted  Confeffor, 
to  whofe  fentiments  he  adhered,  whole  firmnefs  and 
conftancy  he  admired,  and  was  defirous  of  imitating. 
Several  Bifhops  adhered,  in  their  turns,  to  this  vigorous 
ftep,  and  their  number  encreafed  every  day. 

The  King — more  embarrafted  than  ever,  at  feeing 
the  flame  of  the  fchiim,  tar  from  being  extinguifhed, 
increafing  its  ravages — held  feveral  councils  to  confult 
upon  the  meafures  neceffary  to  put  an  effectual  flop  to 
it.  The  enemies  of  the  Parliament  took  advantage  of 
this  to  lay  fome  frefh  troubles  to  their  charge,  accufing 
them  of  not  afting  with  that  fpirit  of  conciliation  and 
mildnefs  which  his  Majefty  had  fo  often  recommended 
to  them—— of  being  guided  in  their  conduct  more  by 
pafiion  than  real  zeal— -and  of  their  having  recently 
luppreffed  the  Pope’s  brief,  the  wiidom  of  which  was 
fo  much  admired  by  his  Majefty.  They  ftiewed  the 
neceftlty  of  reftraining  the  extenfton  the  Parliament 
gave  to  the  authority  his  Majefty  had  entrufted  them 
with,  elpecially  at  a  time,  when  it  was  more  than  ever 
expedient,  to  find  that  Court  tradtable  to  fo  eftential  a 
point  as  the  regiftering  of  the  accumulated  taxes  which 
the  prelent  war  required. 

The  difpute  begun  between  that  Court  and  the 
Grand- Council,  '  w as  another  fubjett  of  complaint  that 
was  made  ufe  of  agamft  them.  We  cannot  avoid 
making  a  digrefllon  here,  concerning  this  difpute,  the 
fatal  beginning  of  a  revolution  projected  long  before 
and  which  hath  at  length  been  effected  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  French  monarchy. 

The  enemies  of  the  Parliament,  finding  that  they 
had  m  vain  attempted  to  crufh  them,  and  that  this 
great,  oody  had  acquired  more  ftrength  from  the  attacks 
earned  on  againft  them,  became  fenftble,  that  their 
greateft  fault  had  been,  the  not  having  a  body  in  rea- 
cineis  to  fucceed  the  Parliament  immediately,  inftead 
of  the  phantom  of  a  tribunal- collected  with  precipita¬ 
tion  from  the  members  of  the  Council.  They  took  a 
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review  of  the  feveral  Courts,  and  found  that  the  Chami 
her  of  Accounts,  which  was  compofed  of  menihcrs 
who  were  not  lawy  ers— of  ignorant  and  unlettered  per- 

fins ,  as  the  King  {files  them  in  their  appointments _ 

could  never  deferve  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and 
would  only  ferve  to  throw  a  greater  ridicule  upon ’their 
project.  The  Court  of  Aids  would  have  been  better 
adapted  to  their  purpofe,  as  being  more  agreeable  to 
the  people  ;  but  they  had  then  at  their  head  M.  de 
Mallefherbes,  an  incorruptible  Magistrate,  a  patriot, 
and  a  man  incapable  of  fubmitting  to  any  meannefs 
from  vimvs  of  aggrandizement.  Beftdes,  .this  Court 
was  beccfhung  troublefome  to  Government,  and  at  this 
very  period,  foreftalling  the  zeal  of  the  Parliament, 
had  made  fuch  vigorous  remonftrances  relative  to  the 
taxes  that  were  regiftered  at  the  Bed  of  Juftice  holden 
at  Verfailles,  and  refpedting  the  uncertainty  of  their 
duration  *,  that  they  had  obliged  the  Monarch  to  pro- 
mife,  that  the  time  of  their  celTation  fhould  be  fixed  to 
the  day  of  the  ceiTation  of  hoftilities,  inftead  of  that 
of  the  proclamation  of  peace.  The  Grand-Council 
was  judged  to  be  the  only  body  proper  for  their  defign. 
This  tribunal,  which  was  an  extra-tribunal  in  the  State 

which  could  not  fubfift  if  the  laws  were  obferv- 
ed,  having  neither  power  nor  place  of  jurifdi&ion, 
and  exifting  only  by  challenges  and  appeals,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  pre-eminence  to  the  Parliaments— if  it  were 
not  acknowledged  by  all  the  inferior  Courts  of  Juftice, 
nad  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  fuch  as  the  Prefidial  Courts, 
dependent  upon  it  ;  and  pretending,  in  concurrence 
with  its  immediate  fuperiors,  to  exercile  the  fame  right 
over  the  other  tribunals,  acquired  a  new  extenfion  of 
power.  By  a  declaration  made  at  the  time  of  a  private 
conteft  between  that  Couit  and  the  Parliament  of  Pa¬ 
lis,  his  Majefty  acknowledged,  that  all  the  inferior 
Courts,  Bailiwicks,  and  Senefchalfies  of  the  kingdom, 

were 

*  We  propofe  to  publifh  in  the  Appendix  thcfe  remonftrances, 
hitherto  unknown,  and  of  the  greateft  importance.  They  are  to 
be  found  in  a  quarto  volume,  intitled,  Memoirs  to  illujirate  the 
l  ijlory  of  the  public  right  of  France ,  in  matters  of  impojis :  a  work 
which  has  juft  appeared,  in  1779. 
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wer^  obliged  to  execute  the  decrees,  ordonnances,  and 
mandates  of  the  Grand- Council,  immediately,  and  with¬ 
out  any  appeal  to  the  other  Couits  and  Judges,  ci  «..ny 

perniiffion  alked  of  them.  . 

*Fhe  Parliament  were  aware  of  the  intention,  in 
exciting  this  fource  of  difcord  between  them  and  the 
rival  tribunal.  They  made  vigoious  reiolutions  ,  they 
remonftrated  j  they  appealed  againft  the  incioachments 
of  the  members  ot  the  Grand-Council ",  they  delcnbed 
them  as  tending,  by  a  regular  lyftem,  to  the  annihila*- 
tion  of  the  ancient  and  unalterable  forms  ol  the  lcgif- 
latiom*^~to  overthrow  the  facred  order  upon  widen  the 
conftitution,  even  of  the  State,  had  relied^  foi  thtie 
thirteen  centuries — to  degrade  the  hieraicny  of  ^  the 
fovereign  jurifdidtion  ol  the  King*— and,  in  a  wcid,  to 
ere<51  a  Parliament  tuperior  to  all  the  otnei  -«■  <uh<.m.ents. 
The  Gr and-  Council ,  iupported  by  tne  Couit,  continued 
its  a<5ts  of  ufurpation — in  inflaming  the  other  juri dic¬ 
tions — in  confufing  and  lubverting  the  eftential  policy 
of  the  kingdom — and  in  its  attempts  againft  the  lun-- 
damental  laws  of  the  Monarchy,  and  the  Majefty  of 
the  Court  of  Peers.  It  was  refolved,  that 
the  Princes  and  Peers  Should  be  invited  to  j'kzq 
come  and  take-  their  feats  in  that  Court,  to-  ‘ 
confult  upon  the  meafures  it  might  be  neceflary  to* 
take.  The  Magiftrates  were  in  hopes  of  acquiring 
greater  ftrength  by  thefe  means,  and  of  adding  weight 
to  their  proceedings;  but  the  Princes  and  Peeis  were 
a  fecond  time  forbidden  to  appear  at  the  Palais ,  and 
the  Magiftrates  were  obliged  to  fuftain  the  contcft  by 
themfelves.  From  that  time,  there  was  an  indecent 
war  carried  on  between  the  two  Courts,  by  reciprocal' 
decrees,  without  any  attempts  from  the  Minitlry  to- 
put  a  flop  to  it :  on  the  contrary,  they  laughed  at  it, 
and  fomented  this  quarrel,  in  hopes  of  deriving  fome 
advantage  from  it.  If  circumftances  made  the  trojeft 
fail  at  that  time,  they  did  not  give  it  up  ;  and  we  fhalF 
fee  hereafter,  that  a  perfon  appeared,  more  audacious, 
or  more  dextrous,  who  realized  it..  In  the  mean  time, 
the  enemies  of  the  Magistracy  had  prevailed  :  the  King 
was  again  incenfed  with  them.  He  not  only  gave  no* 
anfwer  to  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  but  treated  the- 

Parliament 
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Parliament  of  Rouen,  and  that  of  Bourdeaux,  with  ri- 
gour.  At  length,  after  the  meeting  of  a  great  number 
ot  Louncils,  m  the  courfe  of  the  year,  upon  the  fub- 
ject  of  the  inteftine  troubles  of  religion,  and  to  put  a 
itop  t°  the  difputes  between  the  ecclefiaftical  and  ci- 
vd  jurifdiaions,  it  was  decided,  that  a  Bed  of  juftice 

louid  be  holden,  in  which  his  JVIaiefty  Would  enadt 
new  laws. 


The  firft  of  thefe  was  a  declaration,  by  which  his' 
Majefty  renewed  his  orders  refpefting  the'filence  pre- 
icnbed  with  regard  to  the  Bull,  and  gave  afllirances, 
at.  e  lame  time,  that  it  was  not  his  intention. to  de¬ 
prive  the  Archbifhops  and  Biiliops  of  the  right  of 
teaching  ordered,  '  that  the  refpedt  and  fubmiffion 
that  had  been  preferred  by  Lewis  XIV.  and  by  him- 
ieif,  inould  be  continued  to  the  Conjiituiion  Unigenitus; 
neverthelefs,  without  attributing  to  it  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  character,  or  effefts,  of  a  rule  of  faith  •  al¬ 
though  the  Prelates  unanimoufly  decided,  that  it  was 
a  dogmatic  and  unalterable  fentence  of  the  univerfal 
churen  in  point  of  do&rine  *.  This  declaration  was 
no  lefs  undeterminate  and  contradictory,  upon  the 
mode  of  proceeding  in  cafe  of  the  refufal  of  facra- 
ments.  Recourfe  was  hill  to  be  had  to  the  Judges  of 
the  Church,  from  whom  one  could  not  apply  to  the 
fecular  tribunals,  but  by  appeal  for  abufe  of  authority  ; 
this  was  rendeiing, the  firft' both  party  and  judge,  be¬ 
tides  that  it  made  tick  people  run  the  rifque  of  dying 
Jong  before  the  facraments  could  be  adminiftered  to 
them  ;  inafmuch  as  the  Magitirates,  while  they  con¬ 
demned  the  refradory  ecckfiaftics,  could  not  compel 
them  to  confer  the  facraments.  In  a  word,  the  pre¬ 
tended  remedy  to  the  fchifm,  was  nothing  more  than  a 
palliative,  capable  of  increafmg  the  trouble,  confufion, 
and  diforder,  that  prevailed. 

The  fecond  law  was  fubtle  enough,  if  it  could  have 
fublifted.  It  is  a  well  known  la£t,  that  the  mere  nu¬ 
merous  companies  are,  the  lefs  open  they  are  to  cor¬ 
ruption.  The  ly tie m  of  Government,  for  feme  time 


path, 


*  In  the  affembly  of  the  Clergy  of  175c,  the  Bifhops  agreed 
in  this  exprefilon. 
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,paft  had  been  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  by  not  filling  up  the  places  which  became  va¬ 
cant.  They  had  complained  and  remonftrated  upon 
this  fubjeft,  to  little  purpofe,  and  the  edia  in  quel- 
tion  fuppreffed,  on  the  contrary,  two  Courts  ot  In- 
quefts.  Thefe  Courts  had  been  pitched  upon,  be- 
caufe  they  were  compofed  of  young  men— who  gene- 
rally  propofe  and  fupport  the  mod  violent  coumels 
who  are  befides  fuiceptible  of  an  enthunafm  icaiceiy 
known  in  perfons  ol  a  more  advanced  age-— in  a  woid, 
whofe  new  and  uniullied  minds  aie  not  open  to^  tne 
feelings  of  fear  or  hope,  two  fuch  powerful  pafiions, 
when  defpotifm  knows  how  to  put  them  in  motion. 
Betides,  as  the  Chiefs  have  a  great  deal  of  influence 
over  the  other  Members,  the  Prefidents  of  the  re¬ 
maining  Courts  were  to  have  no  more  particular  ap¬ 
pointment,  but  were  to  be  taken  from  among  the  Pre- 
lidents  a  mortier ,  capable  of  being  cholen  or  removed 

at  the  pleafure  of  the  Court. 

The  la  ft  law  was  a  declaration  which  contained  re¬ 
gulations  for  the  difdpline  of  the  Parliament ;  that  is 
to  fay,  a  combination  ot  troublefome  forms  and  condi¬ 
tions,  in  order  to  render  the  aftemblies  of  the  Cbambrcs 
lefs  frequent— -to  ietard  the  acculations— and  to  give 
more  influence,  weight,  and  authority  in  the  Company 
to  the  Firft  Prefident,  a  creature  of  the  Court,  and 
whom  they  commonly  diredt  as  they  pleafe. 

A  Bed  of  Juftice  was  fettled  on  the  13th  of  De¬ 
cember,  wherein  his  Majefty  caufed  his  edidts  and  de¬ 
clarations  to  be  publifhed,  and  regiftered  in  his  pre¬ 
fence.  That  very  evening  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Court  of  Inquefts,  confidering  themfelves  as  degrad¬ 
ed,  and  deprived  of  their  rnoft  eifential  functions,  car¬ 
ried  their  resignation  to  the  Chancellor.  f  he  Grand 
Chamber  did  not  follow  their  example,  except  a  tew 
^members,  among  whom  was  M.  Tubeuf,  an  antient 
military  man  5  who  feeing  the  pufillanimity  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  members,  at  the  time  of  the  deliberati¬ 
ons  upon  the  fubject,  cried  out,  in  the  energetic  ftile 
of  his  former  profetfton  :  “  T  knew  very  well  there  were 
4‘  fome  poltroons  among  us,  but  I  did  not  think  there 
44  were  fo  many.”  The  public  adopted  this  Chriftian 

name 
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name  .or  the  Gentlemen  that  (laid,  and  called  them 
the  God-ctnldren  of  M.  Tubeuf.  The  Clergy  thus 
triumphed  for  the  fecond  time.  That  it  might  not,' 
however,  appear  that  too  many  conceffions  were  made 
to  them,  the  Prelates  then  at  Paris  were  enjoined  to 
repair  to  their  diocefes,  there  to  wait  the  King’s  or- 
ders  This  new  perfccution  againft  the  Magiftracy 
tatted  a  year  longer.  It  feemed  to  ceafe  in  the  month 
ot  September  1757;  but  the  feries  of  their  difrraces 
loon  began  again;  and  if  they  had  the  fatisfaftion,  in 
that  interval,  of  feeing  the  extinguirtiing  of  the  fchifm, 
of  effefting  the  deftruftion  of  the  Jefuits,  their  mod 
cruel  enemies  ;  thefe  had,  however,  power  enough  to 

involve  the  Parliament  in  one  common  ruin  with  them- 
felves. 


But,  before  this  great  blow  was  given  to  the  king¬ 
dom,  it  was  foon  to  experience  the.  calamities  of  a  war, 
the  lead  misfortune  of  which  was  to  drain  it  of  men 
and  money,  and  to  deprive  it  of  its  mod  fertile  podef- 
fions  in  the  new  world.  Can  any  Frenchman  recollect 
without  blufliing,  the  opprobrium,  which  was  then 
fixed  upon  his  country  ?  W e  may  hereafter,  perhaps, 
give  a  more  enlarged  hidory  of  this  period.  At  pre¬ 
lent,  we  fhall  only,  according  to  our  plan,  point  out 
the  principal  circumdances,  retrace  the  few  glorious 
events,  the  numerous  misfortunes,  and  efpecially  the 
capital  faults,  committed  in  the  courfe  of  it ;  the  ac¬ 
count  of  which  is  always  more  ufeful  than  that  of  pros¬ 
perities,  only  proper  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  a  nation, 
to  make  it  become  torpid,  and  confequently,  by  fuf- 
pending  the  continuation  of  thofe  profperities,  to  pave 
the  way  for  misfortunes  and  difaders. 

By  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  which- 
remained  undetermined — and  were  the  mod  nice,  the 
mod  difficult,  and  the  mod  important  in  their  confe- 
quences — it  was  eafy  to  judge  that  France  and  Eng¬ 
land  had  only  wiflied  for  a  breathing-time  ;  that  they 
had  made  a  truce,  and  not  a  durable  peace.  Spain 
feemed  to  a£t  with  more  fincerity.  The  principal  dif- 
putesof  the  Crown,  with  England,  were  adjuded  by 
the  convention  of  Buen-retiro.  The  Court  of  Eng¬ 
land, 
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land,  in  this  treaty,  gave  up  from  that  time  Qa_ 
their  preteniions  to  the  Aihento  or  Negio  1750. 
trade,  and  to  the  fliip  they  were  allowed  to 
fend  to  Porto  Bello,  though  this  permiflion  was  grant- 
ed  for  four  years  by  the  treaty  ;  and  this  was 
done  in  confideration  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  to  be  paid  by  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  ot  fonie 
privileges  granted  to  the  Enghfh  in  their  trade.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  fnfficient  care  had  not  been  taken  to  re¬ 
gulate  what  concerned  the  vexations  ol  the  Spamui 
guarda-coftas  in  the  Weft  Indies  the  purfuit  and  con- 
hi  cation  of  the  Englifh  veftels  in  thole  latitudes  and 
the  cutting  of  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Honduras  ;  that 
wood,  which  is  fo  valuable  for  the  purpoles  of  dyeing, 
buffo  fatal  bv  the  inceflant  quarrels  it  has  occafioned, 
and  which  ftill  fubfift.  This  point  was  however  dif- 
cuffed;  after  the  difgrace  of  the  Maiquis  of  Encenada, 
and  amicably  adjufttd  under  M.  Wall,  his^  fucceffor ; 
but  this  arrangement  did  not  laft  long,  ana  the  Court 
ot  Madrid  revived  all  the  ftnftnefs  of  theii  preteniions 
concerning  this  wood,  at  the  time  they  wiflied  to  form 
a  union  with  France  ;  this  exaiperated  Mr.  Pitt  fo  much 
againft  the  Spanilli  Mjnifter,  that  he  accpfed  him  ot. 
being  Frenchified. 

The  Englifh  alfo  complained  of  the  preference  given 
by  Spain  to  the  French  trade,  contrary  to  the  exprefs 
letter  of  the  laft  treaty  ;  they  complained  of  the  acti¬ 
vity  with  which  that  Power  increafed  its  navy,  and  of 
the  great  influence  the  Miniftry  of  Ver failles  had  over 
that  of  Madrid.  But  thefe  complaints  occafioned  no 
adt  of  hoftility,  and  upon  being  tranfmitted,  were  an- 
fwered.  Matters  did  not  go  on  fo  amicably  between 
the  Courts  of  London  and  Verfailles.  Their  refpec- 
tive  grievances  were  only  increafed  by  negociations  ; 
and  hoftilities  having  begun,  or  rather  not?  having 
ceafed  during  the  peace,  the  people  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  had  not  even  the  temporary  enjoyment  of  that  ha-p- 
pinefs,  in  the  interval  between  the  two  wars  of  1744 
and  1756.  Scarce  were  Cape  Breton  and  cr  ; 
Louifbourgh  evacuated  by  the  Englifh,  and  ^3  Jud 
given  up  to  the  King’s  troops  ;  fcarce  had  U/S9* 
his  Majefty  declared  to  the  Lords  Suftex.  and  Cath- 
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cart,  Cent  as  hoftages  till  the  reflitution  of  thofe  places, 
that  they  were  free,  than  the  chicaneries  in  Europe,  and 
txie  quarrels  beyond  fea,  again  exerted  the  lagacity  of 
the  politicians  of  the  Old  World,  and  fomented  dif- 
cord  in  the  New.  Notwithflandmg  the  pacific  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  two  Sovereigns,  and  even  of  the  Minifters, 
there  was  a  great  probability  of  its  being  very  difficult’ 
that  objects  ol  difcord  of  lo  long  handing,  fo  diflant, 
fo  much  increafed,  and  diffufed  over  aim  oft  all  their 
pofTefljons,  fhould  be  fettled  in  an  amicable  manner, 
and  with  fufficient  difpatch  to  prevent  other  caufes  of 
diviflon  that  might  arife. 

India  was  the  principal  fpot  on  which  the  rivalfhip 
between  the  French  and  Englifh  continued  to  exert  it- 
felf  without  ceaftng,  except  precifely  at  the  moment 
in  which  this  rivalfhip  broke  out  with  greater  extent 
and  fury,  in  the  other  p»arts  of  the  world.  Dupleix 
was  Diredtor-General  of  the  affairs  of  the  French  India 
Company  at  Pondicherry  ;  he  had  at  laft  contrived  to 
remove  the  man,  of  whole  talents  and  genius  he  was 
the  moft  in  awe,  that  la  Bourdonnais,  w ho'  by  bis 
exploits,  had  firft  infpired  the  neighbouring  nations 
with  the  greateft  refpedt  for  his  own  country.  Fie  had 
obliged  him  to  return  into  Europe  ;  and  in  this  in- 
ftance,  animofity  lofmg  nothing  of  its  adivity  by  ab- 
fence,  Dupleix  had  had  the  influence,  at  the  diftance 
of  fix  thouland  leagues,  to  caufe  the  conqueror  of 
Madras  to  be  lent  to  the  Baftfle,  and  to  be  kept  there 
during  three  years  and  a  half,  in  the  hardeft  captivity. 
He  was  perpetually  fending  from  India  frefh  witneffes 
againfl:  him,  and  at  length,  not  having  been  able  to 
prevent  the  innocence  of  the  illuftrious  prifoner  from 
appearing,  he  at  lead  deprived  him  of  the  rewards 
which  he  deferved  ;  Bourdonnais  expiring,  had  nothing 
left  but  his  glory. 

In  order  to  repair  the  injury  that  Dupleix  was  doing 
to  the  Company,  by  depriving  it  of  fuch  a  defender, 
he  certainly  muft  have  felt  powerful  refources  within 
himfelf,  and  in  the  perfons  whom  he  intended  to  em¬ 
ploy.  Accordingly,  he  displayed  them  at  the  fiege  of 
Pondicherry,  where  he  was  at  once,  Commandant, 
Engineer,,  Officer  of  Artillery,  and  Commiflary.  This 
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■was  the  occ&fion  -of  an  honour  being  granted  ?to  him, 
which  no  one  except  an  Officer  in  the  Kings  fervice 
had  hitherto  obtained— the  Grand  ^rdmde^t.  Lews. 

It  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  this  diftinaion,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  rank  of  Marquis,  to  which,  by  his  bn  th, 
he  had  no  pretenfions,  inipired  him  with  new  ideas  and 
made  him  alter  his  fyftem  :  but  this  Chief  of  the 
Merchants,  who,  in  1742,  had  propofed  a  neutrality 
to  the  EngliiTi  Company  duiing  the  war,  attempted  at 
the  peace  to  fet  himfelf  up  as  a  protestor  of  t  e  ice 
Roys  of  India,  and,  interfering  in  the  quarrels  of  thole 
Princes,  eredfed  himfelf  into  their  conqueror,  and 
their  tyrant.  He  made  his  employers  become  ulurp- 
ers,  againft  their  will,  and  confumed  in  warlike  pre¬ 
parations  all  the  funds  intended  ioi  commerce.  e 
flattered  himfelf,  that  he  ffiould  recover  them  w  th 
intereft  from  the  treafures  of  the  vanquiilied  people. 
This  third  of  conqueit  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Enclifh,  who,  in  their  turn,  affifted  the  apprefieci 
launders  was  at  their  head,  as  bold,  as  inflexible,  and 
as  fertile  in  expedients,  as  his  rival.  Loth  Ox  them 
making  fport  of  the  Nabobs,  whole  names  .pi ved 
for  a  watch- word  to  their  troops,  only  fought,  in  re¬ 
ality,  to  fatisfy  their  ambition  and  cupidity,  the  feveral 
paffions  with  which  they  were  devoured.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Pondicherry,  elated  with  his  luccefles,  had 
carried  his  delirium  fo  far,  as  to  be  uefhcus  of  making 
himfelf  Sovereign.  He  had  purchafed  from  the  Chan¬ 
cery  of  the  Grand  Mogul,  the  Patent  of  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic.  Then  it  was  that  he  difplayed  that  Afiatic 
pomp,  for  which  he  had  a  natural  turn.  ^  His  wife 
made  herfelf  be  treated  like  a  Queen  ;  and  this  vifionary 
grandeur  might  have  lafted  a  long  time,  if  her  nufband. 
had  not,  in  his  turn,  fallen  a  vidtim  to  that  fame  jea- 
loufy,  which  he  had  hlmtelf  given  way  to  againii  la 
Bourdon  nais,  and  which  was  the  fource  of  his  great- 
nefs,  and  of  his  ruin.  Advantage  was  taken  of  a  con- 
fiderable  check,  which  his  imprudent  haughtinels  had 
drawn  -upon  him,  and  he  was  recalled.  He  was  re¬ 
duced  at  Paris  to  dilpute  about  the  poor  remains  of 
his  fortune,  which  were  contefted  with  him  by  the 

Diredtion,  and  to  folieit  audiences  in  the  anti-chamber 
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DuSidfhafa  gSt  dZ  rffro  bPief’  ^  Madame 
pension,  from  thofe  who  had  a^° bf hT  v’ife 

come'  SThe1ft>nS-th‘rt/'nin.e  millions  *  of  anr>ual  in- 

valued  aT  that 7  °neS  ^ded  f°  this  Company  were 
yaiuetl  at  that  fum.  This  was  the  molt  brilliant  do  • 

the  c0harahaerPi  Pehn-tyh  '[  •hey  coukl  h:lve  Imported 

to  mat  rt  Wh,Ch  oeU'  rePrefentative  had  begun 

was  altmied  ntahPeT  ^  the  Weaknefs  of  Minilry 

nadc  thTmoft  fl  -fl*7  §aVe  °rderS  10  refufe  theCar- 
. ’  1  ,e  moTft  flounfluqg  province  of  the  Mogul  em 

inad’eThere  P?"d,chen7  is  dilated,  which  would  have 

tha?  thJeroqUlfitI0V°  uPlLte'  Ttle/  did  not  chufe 
I.,  ..mPany  Utould  be  any  thing  more  than  it 

not  tttth  T  3n  aff°d"ti0n  °f  --chants  ! 

faftories  TV  A°“  d  haVe  any  other  PolTeffions  than 

Thus  it  is  that  this  edifice  of  grandeur 

w.  ich  had  partaken  too  much  of  the  romantic  ima- 

beetraifed  ltSp°Under’  dilaPP.eared  «  rapidly  as  it  had 
been  railed.  Government  wiflied  particularly  to  avoid 

detTn  Vt  ?nde.°f  the  Eng]ini  ;  they  had  given  or- 

;  aSv’  "  f  /°rT,y  a°rthofe  ^  b>'  his  Britannic  Ma- 

cordin^  fUfpend  h°ft,llrtleS.-  The  two  Companies  ac- 

roth?  y?0mmUnlCaLedrW,theachother>  and  made  a 
conditiona1  treaty,  the  firft  point  of  which  was  this 

•  ufpenfion.  The  truce  was  to  take  place  in  the  be- 

eftahlid  °h  !755'  ?kle  otber  arrangements  tended  to 
eftabhll.  between  them  an  equality  of  territory,  of 

forces,  and  of  commerce,  on  the  coaft  of  Coroman¬ 
del  and  that  of  Onxa.  It  was  M.  de  Godeheu,  a 
”  "  as  m°deft  and  plain  as  his  predeceffor  was  haugh- 

oualitv  of6/'  ’  W  ■< r  Piann®d  and  figued  this  truce,  in 
qua.tty  of  ConjmifTary  of  his  mod  Chriftian  Maiefty; 

of  Commandant  General  of  all  the  eftablilhments  of 
111  ,  ov  ”d“  Company,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
hi;Tn  ,Chlna  J  of  Prefident  of  all  the  Councils  efta- 
ohjlied  there;  and  of  DireCor  General  of  the  French 
India  Company  He  was  not  elated  with  all  thefe 
•ides  j  but  conduCed  hnnfelf  like  an  honeji  merchant, 

as 

*  0at  m!II‘on  fx  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,. 
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as  Voltaire  fays,  and,  by  the  good  faith  which  lye  fliew- 
ed  in  the  conferences,  conciliated  the  EnglifTi  lo  much 
to  him  felt  *,  that  the  intelligence  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions  might,  perhaps,  have  been  durable,  it  the  rupture 
in  Europe  had  not  fpread  itfelf  as  far  as  India,  and  ef- 
pecially  if  M.  de  Godeheu  had  remained  there.  Du- 
pleix  and  he  had  furnifhed  inconteftible  proofs,  that  in 
thefe  diftant  regions,  it  is  not  fo  much  the  Sovereigns, 
as  their  agents,  who  regulate  war  or  peace. 

From  this  account,  it  is  difficult  not  to  believe  that 
the  French  were  not  the  aggreffors  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 
The  EngliiE  complained  of  them  equally  on  the  coait 
of  Africa.  It  is  well  known  of  what  importance  com¬ 
merce  is  in  that  part  of  the  world,  with  regard  to  the 
fugar-colonies,  the  working  of  which  can  only  be  done 
by  Negroes.  It  is  well  known  by  what  an  abominable 
"cuftom  the  Europeans  go  to  purchafe  thofe  unfortunate 
victims  in  their  own  countries,  and  degrade  and  infuit 
humanity  fo  far  as  to  transform  their  fellow-creatures 
into  fo  many  beafts  of  burthen,  whom  they  drive  in  the 
fame  manner,  with  whips  in  their  hands,  leaving  them 
no  other  alternative  than  {lowly  to  confume  their  ex- 
iftence  in  the  midft  of  hard,  obftinate,  and  continual  la¬ 
bours,  without  falary  or  reward,  or  to  perifti  in  horrid 
tortures.  Such  treatment  requires  that  thefe  herds  of 
(laves  fhould  be  perpetually  recruited.  Hence  arifes 
the  rivalfhip  between  two  nations,  in  a  country  where 
the  Negro  trade  is  carried  on.  To  complete  the  mi- 
fery  of  this  country,  it  produces  alfo  gold,  a  metal 
equally  fatal  to  its  proprietors  and  its  conquerors,  but 
which  renders  people  cruel,  in  proportion  to  the  cu¬ 
pidity  it  excites.  Since  the  French  had  been  obliged 
to  facrifice  Senegal  to  their  rivals,  they  had  nothing  left 
but  the  fadlory  of  Juida  and  the  Eland  of  Goree,  where 
there  is  not,  nor  ever  will  be,  any  trade.  In  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  extricating  themfelves  from  this  pre&s  fitu- 
ation,  they  had  thought,  in  1752,  of  bribing  the  na¬ 
tives, 

*  See  Hijlory  of  the  lajl  war,  compofed  in  Englifti,  in  four 
large  volumes  ^  a  work  as  long  as  it  is  tedious,  full  of  faults,  and 
partiality,  and  confeqaently  may  be  depended  upon,  when  it  fpeaks 
idvantageoufly  of  the  French, 
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tives,  by  prefents,  and  more  advantageous  offers,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  conftru'a  a  fort  at 
Anainabou,  a  part  of  the  coaft  open  indifcriminately  to 
all  Europeans,  and  where  affairs  are  carried  on  with 
abiolute  freedom.  They  had  already  begun  their  efta- 
blifhment,  under  the  protedion  of  a  fquadron  ;  but  a 
fuperior  Enghili  fleet,  pretending  that  it  was  debauch¬ 
ing  their  allies  from  them,  and  infringing  the  treaties, 
■dio/e  the  workmen  away  with  cannon.  This  account^ 
according  to  which  there  would  have  been  feme  reafon 
for  the  reci  iminations  of  the  enemy,  would  appear  fuf- 
picious  to  us  from  the  hifborian  already  quoted,  if  it  did 
not  agree  with  that  of  the  author  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of.  the  Europeans  in  the  Eafl  and' Weft  Indies. 
Although  this  writer  allows  the  fame  facts,  he  draws  a 
different  conference  from  them.  But  it  is  eafily  per¬ 
ceived,  that  his  aim  is  to  bring  on  the  odious  Ipeech 
of  the  Minifter,  exclaiming,  on  account  of  the  afto- 
nifhment  that  was  expreffed  to  him  for  fuch  a  violence: 
If  -we  -were  to  he  juft  to  the  French ,  -we  ftjould  not  exiftr. 
thirty  years  longer * 

If  we  pals  from  the  coafts  of  Africa  to  the  Antilles, 
we  fhall  again  hear  the  Englifh  making  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  exclamations  again#  the  incroachments-  of  the 
French.  The  Caribbee  Iflands,  including  under  this 
name,  which  is  that  of  their  antient  inhabitants,  St. 
Lucia.  Dominica,  St.  Vincent’s,  and  Tobago,  remained 
in  difpute,  and  in  the  ftate  of  uti  pojftdetis ,  according 
to  the  1  all:  treaty.  Commiffaries,  appointed  by  the 
two  Sovereigns,  were  to  decide  that  point,  as  well 
as  feveral  others.  In  the  mean  time,  a  Marquis  de 
Caylus,  who  commanded  at  Martinico,  in  lefs  than 
two  months  after  the  definitive  figning  of  the  peace,. 
«f  which  he  could  not  poffibly  be  ignorant,  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  fome  aff  of  authority  exercifed  by  the  Go- 
vernc^f.Rarbadoes,  for  the  fervice  of  the  King  his  mas¬ 
ter,  BelO're  the  fufpenfion  ol  hoftilkies  was  known,  had 
7  Dec  1^'ue<^  a  m0^L  violent  proclamation,  declaring, 
I7a8*  *n  exPre^s  terms>  that  all  thofe  iflands  belong- 
*  <ed  incifputabJy  to  the  Crown  of  France.  He 

was 

*  See  Vol.  III.  Book  XI.  o'"  the  Settlements  and  Trade  of  tfa 
Europeans  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indie:* 
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was  not  a  philofopher,  like  his  brother,  who  was  fo 
well  known  and  beloved  among  the  learned  ;  but  as 
haughty  and  enterprifing  as  the  other  was  gentle  and 
engaging.  In  confequence  of  this  diipofition,  he  had 
recourfe  to  violent  meafures ;  drove  away  an  Englifh 
frigate,  that  came  to  wood  and  'water  theie,  and 
ed  a  battery  of  cannon. 

The  circumftance  which  unfortunately  proves  the 
validity  of  this  a  ecu  fa  ti  on,  is  the  difavowal  ot  the 
Court  of  Verfailles,  and  their  immediate  orders  to  3VL 
,de  Caylus,  communicated  even  through  the  means  of 
the  Governor  of  Barbadoes  himlelf,  which  enjoined 
him  to  evacuate,  without  delay,  that  ifland,  and  the 
others  under  the  like  defcription.  I  his  evacuation  did 
not  take  place  ;  it  was  put  off  under  new  pretences  .; 
and  M.  de  Caylus,  and  his  fucceffor  died  without 
having  fulfilled  the  King’s  intentions  ;  for  the  fubter- 
fuges  that  were  made  uie  of  to  elude  them,  cannot 
be  attributed  to  Lewis  XV.  who  was  a  weak,  but 
not  a  deceitful  Monarch.  M.  de  Bompar,  who  fuc~ 
ceeded  there,  lefs  turbulent,  and  a  greater  friend  to 
conciliatory  meafures,  adted  upon  the  fame  principles  ; 
which  makes  it  probable  that  he  had  private  orders  from 
the  Miniftiy  to  perfift  in  delays  and  evafions. 

This  is  the  more  probable,  as,  during  that  time,  the 
Count  Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  Governor  of  the  Leeward 
Iilands,  on  his  fide  following  the  example  fet  him  by 
the  Governor  of  the  Windward  Iflands,  had  eredted 
among  the  Caiques  and  Turk’s  Ifiand-s,  croffes,  and  in- 
fcriptions  upon  plates  of  copper,  faftened  to  large 
pofts,  with  thefe  words  :  Continuation  of  the  pojjefji- 
vns  of  .Lewis  XV.  King  of  France ,  1753.  A  Captain 
of  a  fhip  belonging  to  the  King  of  England  caufed 
the  croffes,  infcriptions,  and  pofts  to  be  pulled  down, 
and  left  a  declaration  in  their  ftead,  which  announced, 
•that  his  mafter  would  not  fuffer  thofe  marks  to  remain, 
in  a  place  the  pofleflion  of  which  was  contefted. 
Thofe  iflands,  which  were  almoft  ‘uninhabited,  would 
have  been  of  great  ufe  in  cafe  of  war,  to  favour  the 
navigation  of  fleets  and  fhips  coming  from  St.  Domin¬ 
go.  But  it  was  neceffary,  either  to  carry  this  matter 
by  forcej  or  to  behave  with  fuch  caution  as  to  avoid 
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dilputes,  and  the  receiving  of  fuch  an  affront.  In  other 
I'efpeCts,  thefe  were  only  trifling  bickerings  of  a  pue- 
n*e  pride,  while  there  were  fcenes  paffing  in  the  North 
°f  far  greater  confequence,  which  were  followed  by. 
eftufions  of  blood,  and  became  fo  ferious,  that  they 
occafioned  an  open  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns, 
r  or  this  time,  Europe  received  from  America  not  only 
war,  but  all  the  other  evils  with  which  fhe  had  fupnlied 
her  for  fo  long  a  time.  P 

In  that  part  of  the  new  world  called  North  America, 
the  French  had  two  colonies,  Canada  and  Louifiana, 
fufficient  of  themfelves  to  form  two  great  kingdoms,  if 
their  population  were  anfwerable  to  their  extent.  The 
former— fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Laurence, 
interfered  by  many  fmafler  rivers,  and  containing  in 
the  inland  parts  immenfe  lakes,  covered  with  forefts  as 
ancient  as  the  world  ;  admirable  for  the  beauty  of  its 
foil,  the  falubrity  of  its  air,  notwithftanding  the  rigours 
of  a  long  and  feverely  cold  feafon — is  remarkably 
proper  for  producing  and  preferving  life  ;  the  womens 
there  are  wonderfully  fruitful,  and  old-age  is  com¬ 
monly  prolonged  to  a  very  advanced  period  without 
infirmities.  Nature,  in  its  aufterity,  refufing  the  pro¬ 
ductions  of  luxury  and  effeminacy,  capable,  of.  ener¬ 
vating  the  inhabitants,  fatisfies  all  their  other  wants,, 
and  would  enable  them  to  do  without  the  mother 
country,  with  refpeCt  to  the  neceffaries  of  life,  fuch 
as  food  and  cloathing.  If  Canada  were  cultivated,  it 
would  even  furnifh  provifions  for  the  American  iflands, 
and  fupply  part  of  Europe  with  corn,  cattle,  and  fait — 
provifions.  The  fheep,  whole  wool  is  celebrated  for 
its  foftnefs  and  ftrcngth,  would,  with  fome  attention, 
fupply  the  place  of  the  wool  purchafed  from  Andalufia 
and  Caftile,  for  the  manufactories  of  France.  The 
oaks,  which  are  of  prodigious  height  ;  the  pines  of 
all  lizes  ;  the  firs,  the  hemp,  and  the  iron  mines,  only 
require  an  intelligent  Miniftry  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of 
them,  and  form  a  complete  navy.  At  the  period  we 
are  now  fpeaking  of,  no  greater  advantage  was  taken 
of  the  preparing  of  beaver — an  almoft  exclufive  branch 
of  trade — nor  of  the  whale  and  cod  fifheries  :  the  fur 
trade  only  was  attended  to  but  it  was  forefeen  what 

might 
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might  hereafter  be  done,  and  to  what  a  flourifhing 
condition  this  colony  might  be  brought,  which  was  yet 
in  its  infant  (late,  though  it  had  been  eftablifhed  near 
a  century  and  a  half. 

The  latter  colony  is  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  this. 
Like  New  Fiance,  the  glorious  denomination  given 
to  Canada-— which,  notwithftanding  the  rigour  of  its 
climate,  by  no  means  expeiiences  the  horrors  of  the 
mod:  northern  regions— -fo  Louifiana,  though  under  a 
burning  Iky,  is  exempt  from  all  the  inconveniences  and 
troublelome  heats  of  fuch  a  fituation.  The  be¬ 
neficent  fun,  without  depriving  it  of  the  productions 
of  the  north,  ferves  only  to  aflift  the  cultivation  of 
thofe  of  the  fouth  :  the  provifions  are  excellent ;  fifii, 
butchers  meat,  game,  poultry,  are  better  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world  ;  fruits,  vegetables, 
and  herbs,  have  a  finer  flavour ;  rice,  lugai:,  in¬ 
digo,  and  cotton,  are  cultivated  with  the  greateft 
fuccefs.  Tobacco  is  the  plant  which  would  lucceed 
the  bed,  if  the  cultivation  of  it  were  attended  to,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  firft  intentions  of  government.  Nature 
teems  here  to  have  delighted  in  a  profufion  of  magnifi¬ 
cence  ;  and  the  cabinets  of  our  naturalifls  are  enriched 
in  every  branch  of  natural  hiftory  with  the  productions 
of  this  fortunate  country.  A  river,  not  lefs  beautiful 
than  that  of  St.  Laurence,  runs  through  it,  and  prefents 
to  the  inhabitants  a  clear  and  wholefome  ftream  to 
quench  their  third  ;  and  in  which,  as  in  that  of  the 
Ganges,  they  may  bathe  when  they  are  in  a  profufe 
fweat,  without  any  danger.  In  a  word,  large  mea¬ 
dows  for  fattening  of  cattle,  and  immenfe  deep  forefls 
of  timber,  prefent  as  many  refources  for  trade,  and  for 
the  navy,  as  Canada. 

Unfortunately,  this  new  colony— eftablifhed  only  by 
the  Regent,  at  the  time  of  the  Syftem,  and  under  the 
moft  brilliant  aufpices,  when  a  univerfal  defire  prevail¬ 
ed  of  going  there,  in  hopes  of  making  a  rapid  fortune— 
became,  upon  the  failure  of  thefe  hopes,  a  country  of 
exile  and  ignominy.  Mines  of  gold  had  been  fearched 
for  there,  and  not  found  ;  while  the  infinitely  more  pre¬ 
ferable  riches  of  a  virgin  and  fertile  foil,  which  only 
required  being  worked,  in  order  to  yield  a  hundred 
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fold,  were  overlooked.  The  Miffifippi  was  only  peo- 
p  ed  by  vagabonds,  women  of  the  town,  viftims  mu- 
tiiated  by  vice,  and  flagitious  perfons  efcaped  from  the 
fentence  of  the  laws.  This  was  another  difadvantage 
attendant  upon  Louifiana,  (for,  at  that  time,  the  odious 
name  of  MiJJlJfippi  was  changed)  that  this  impure 
origin  would  either  put  a  flop  to  the  fources  of  life 
or  communicate  it  to  beings,  ftiameful  of  receiving 
exigence,  and  fearing  to  perpetuate  it.  New  France 
on  the  contrary,  owed  its  vigour,  to  its  firft  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  were  compofed  of  the  military,  and  of 
the  entire  regiment  of  Carignan  ;  whofe  families  mul¬ 
tiplied,  and  begat  a  flrong  and  healthy  people,  full  of 
principle  and  honour. 

However  this  may  be,  commerce— which  partial- 
larly  engaged  the  attention  of  France  flnce  the  laft 
peace j  which  had  been  remarkably  flourifhing,  and 
owed  its  progrels  to  that  philofophic  fpirit,  which, 
when  properly  applied,  vivifies  every  part  of  a  king¬ 
dom  opened  the  eyes  of  Adminiftration  upon  the 
importance  of  thefe  two  eftablifhments,  which  had 
been  too  much  neglecfted,  and  were  infinitely  pre¬ 
ferable  to  the  more  flourifhing  fugar-colonies.  A  bold 
projedt  was  formed  of  uniting  them,  and,  by  erecting 
torts  at  certain  diftances,  throughout  the  fpace  of  a 
fhoufand  or  twelve  hundred  leagues,  to  eftablifh  an 
indilfoluble  chain  of  communication.  Hitherto,  this 
communication  had  fcarce  been  carried  on,  except  by 
the  northern  parts,  where  the  induftry  of  the  French 
had  at  firft  led  them,  on  account  ot  the  abundance  of 
beautiful  furs.  The  new  road  on  the  fouthern  fide 
fhortened  the  way  considerably,  and  befides  made  it 
more  eafy.  The  navigation  upon  the  river  St.  Lau¬ 
rence  might  be  continued  by  barges  as  far  as  the  lakes, 
and  one  of  thefe  is  exactly  at  the  fource  of  the  Ohio,  a 
river  which  pours  its  waters  into  the  Mifliflippi.  To 
this  natural  advantage,  a  political  one  acceded  ;  which 
is,  that  the  Enghfli  colonies  would  be  more  confined 
within  their  limits  beyond  the  Apalachian  mountains 
— immenfe  heights,  between  which  and  the  fea  they 
are  included.  In  a  word,  the  communication  between 
.Canada  and  the  mother  country,  being  interrupted 
fo.r  more  than  half  the  year,  when  the  river  St.  Lau- 
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rence  is  frozen  lip,  a  new  way  of  arriving  there  at  all 
times  Was  opened  by  the  wellern  lea. 

This  fuperb  project,  worthy  of  a  Government  which 
penetrates  into  futurity,  and  which  in  its  vaft  plan  lor 
acquiring  fome  folidity  and  confidence,  comprehends 
equally  its  cotemporaries  and  the  remoted  poderity, 
iliould  have  been  carried  into  execution  but  (lowly,  and 
required  ages  to  bring  it  to  periedlion.  Each  ol  the  co¬ 
lonies  would  have  advanced  in  filence,  and,  from  the 
overflowings  of  their  population,  might  have  fupplied 
thofe  feveral  points ;  which  growing  up  by  degrees, 
becoming  ftronger  every  day,  and  lupported  by  the 
back-fettlements,  would,  perhaps,  have  joined,  before 
their  rivals  could  have  perceived  it,  or  would  at  lead 
have  been  in  a  condition  to  defend  themfelves  again# 
the  efforts  of  their  jealoufy. 

The  Englifli,  on  their  fide,  taking  advantage  of  the 
ambiguous  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  or  at  lead  of 
the  condruftion  they  put  upon  them,  which  might  have 
been  differently  interpreted,  with  regard  to  the  cefiion 
made  by  France  to  them  of  Acadia  or  Nova  Scotia, 
were  endeavouring  to  extend  themfelves  on  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and,  by  confining  us  in 
that  part,  would  foon  have  endeavoured  to  avail  them¬ 
felves  of  the  advantage  of  a  navigation,  of  which  we  had 
the  exclulive  enjoyment.  This  defign  of  their’s  tended 
dill  further  to  enlarge  thofe  bounds  in  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  circumfciibe  them. 

Three  Governors  of  Canada  fiicceflively  fulfilled  the 
views  of  the  Court,  in  driving  the  Englifli  back  to  the 
peninlula,  to  which  France  pretended  they  were  limited 
even  by  the  treaties,  ar.d  in  preventing  them  from 
getting  over  their  boundaries  of  the  Apalachian  moun¬ 
tains,  to  oppole  themfelves  to  the  project  of  union,  too 
foon  manifeded  ;  this  produced  a  war  of  pods  on  that 
continent,  dill  carried  on  alter  the  peace,  and  in  which 
the  French  obtained  fuch  advantages,  that  George  II.  at 
lad  found  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  all  his  ma¬ 
ritime  forces. 

Commlffiries  appointed  on  both  fides,  ^  « 

had,  in  vain,  begun  conferences  at  Paris, 
which  had  laded  feveral  years  $  neither  par-  U5°* 
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ty  was  difpofed  to  give  way ;  they  were  only  endea- 
youring  to  am ufe,  and  gain  time.  Perhaps  the  una¬ 
voidable  rupture  would  not  even  then  have  broken  out 
10  foon,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  accident  which  hap- 
16  Dec.  Pened  to  Lord  Albemarle,  Ambaffador  from 
\*i c ,1.  London,  who  died  fiiddenly  in  his  coach. 

Trifling  caufes  fometimes  influence  great 
events :  he  was  in  love  with  a  young  girl,  called 
Lolotte,  fince  Countefs  of  Herouville;  his  paflion  was 
fo  violent,  that  he  could  not  detach  himfelf  from  her, 
and  he  palliated,  as  much  as  he  could,  the  diffatisfac- 
tion  he  experienced  during  his  negotiations,  from  the 
.ear  of  being  recalled,  and  obliged  to  feparate  himfelf 
from  the  beloved  object  He  had  frequently  been  com- 
miflioned  to  impart  the  complaints  of  his  Court  to  the 
Miniftry  at  Verfailles,  concerning  the  incroachments 
of  the  French  in  Canada  ;  and  the  circumftances  which 
give  us  reafon  to  conclude  that  they  were  as  legitimate 
as  the  preceding  complaints,  are  the  apparent  fatisfac- 
tions  he  received,  by  difavowals,  reftitution  of  pri- 
foners,  and  orders  fent  to  the  governors  to  be  more 
circumfpedl— -the  proceeding  of  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix, 
who,  after  having  often,  and  very  lately,  protefted 
that  France  was  not  meditating  any  hoftility,  nor  any 
infringement  of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle— ex¬ 
prefling  his  aftonifhment  and  concern  at  feeing  fa&s 
very  contrary  to  his  declaration  produced— fet  out 
immediately,  as  if  he  intended  to  go  and  reproach 
the  Miniftry  with  the  having  made  him  the  inftru- 
ment  of  their  diflimulation--his  return  with  frefh  af- 
furances  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  the  King  his  maf- 
ter,  which  he  vowed  he  had  from  his  own  mouth — 
jung  in  a  word,  the  fending  of  Bufly,  one  of  the 
■J  ‘  firft  clerks  for  foreign  affairs/  to  Hanover, 

where  the  King  of  England  then  was,  in  or¬ 
der  to  explain  matters  ftill  better  to  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  and  to  diflipate  the  ftorm  which  was  gathering  ; 
— all  thefe  infidious  advances  would  have  been  un¬ 
worthy  of  a  great  Monarch,  if  they  had  not  been  re¬ 
gulated  upon  the  certainty  of  an  intended  rupture  on 
the  part  of  England.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the 
French  were  the  aggreftbrs  in  Canada,  by  a  fyftem 
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of  aggrandizement  carried  on  without  interruption 
fince  the  peace.  La  GalifToniere  had  laid  the  firft 
foundation  of  it,  with  that  fpirit  of  cunning  and  craft 
which  was  peculiar  to  him.  The  cupidity  of  La  jon- 
quiere  had  excited  him  to  maintain  it,  in  hopes  of  the 
advantages  of  a  commerce,  without  competition,  more 
extenfive  and  more  lucrative.  Duquefne  carried  there 
the  haughtinefs,  which  guided  all  his  actions  ;  he 
was  flattered  with  the  idea  of  giving  his  name  to  a 
fort  eredted  by  himfelf,  and  openly  made  ufe  of  force 
to  iupport  his  enterprize.  His  ambition  was  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  the  quarrels  in  the  Old  and  New 
World. 

Befide  the  fincere  defire  of  Lewis  XV.  to  preferve 
peace,  for  which  he  had  made  lo  many  facrifices, 
which  he  indeed  had  always  been  inclined  to,  but 
which  was  become  hill  more  neceflary  to  him  from 
the  enjoyment  of  it,  fince  tranquillity  had  plunged 
him  again  into  his  natural  inactivity  :  it  would  alfo 
have  been  for  the  intereft  of  France  to  maintain  it 
fome  years  longer,  that  their  navy  might  acquire  the 
numbers  and  ftrength  it  was  in  need  of.  This  was  the 
^fecret  motive  of  their  moderation  ;  which,  hov/ever, 
did  not  go  fo  far  as  to  make  them  negledt  the  defence 
and  purfuit  of  their  advantages  in  Canada. 

Twenty  Chips  of  war  were  fitted  out  in  the  two  ports 
of  Breft  and  Rocnefoit,  which  being  united,  fet  fail  to¬ 
gether  in  two  divillons.  The  firft*,  confiding  of  fix 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates,  all  completely 

equipped, 

*  LIST  OF  THE  FIRST  SQUADRON. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

M.  IU.  Captains 

de  Macnemara,  Lieut.  G 
Montlouet,  Commodore 
Beaufremont,  Captain 
Fontais,  ditto 
Guebriant,  ditto 
Coufage,  ditto 

Dubois,  Captain 
Mariniere,  ditto 
B«ny,  ditto 
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Ships.  Guns 

La  Fleur  de  Lys  go 

V  He'ros 
Le  Palmier 

V  Eveille 
L'  Inflexible 
VAtgle 

Frigates. 
VAmetiJle 
La  Fleur  de  Lys 

V  Herd  ns 
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equipped,  was  commanded  by  M.  de  Macnemara 
Lieutenant-General  ;  and  the  fecond  f,  by  M.  la  Motte’ 
Commodore,  who  had  under  him  fourteen  Hiips  of  the 
line  and  two  frigates;  three  of  the  firft  only  had  their 
proper  number  or  guns  on  board.  The  others,  having 
2Z  guns,  were  fitted  out  as  drips  of  burthen,  and  had 
on  board  them  the  twelve  battalions  fent  to  North 
America,  with  the  Baron  de  Diefkau.  From  the  very 
beginning,  feveral  faults  were  committed,  which  it 
is  ulehi  to  reveal  for  the  inftruftion  of  pofterity,  this 
being  the  fine  duty  of  an  hiftorian.  The  firft  fault 
was  committed  by  the  Miniftry,  who,  being  apprized 
ot  the  orders  given  in  Canada  for  the  conftruftion 
and  erection  of  forts,  ought  to  have  made  no  doubt 
o  the  refentment  of  England,  when  it  fhould  be 
made  acquainted  with  them,  and  loft  their  time  in 
negociations  to  amufe  that  Power,  when  it  was  ne- 
ceifary  to  aft.  Accordingly,  the  Britiflr  Miniftry, 
having  learned  by  advices  from  their  colonies  that 
tnofe  woiks  were  carried  on  with  the  greateft  vigour, 
even  during  the  winter,  adopted  the  violent  fytiem 
which  we  ihall  loon  fee  break  out.  The  Miniftry 
committed  a  fecond  fault,  by  fitting  out  moft  of  the 

fhips 
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f  LIST  OF  THE  SECOND  SQUADRON. 

SECOND  DIVIS 

M.  Captains 

Bois  de  la  Motte,  Commodore 
Beauffier,  Captain 
Montalais,  ditto 
La  Villeon,  ditto  -  ' 

Bouville,  ditto 
Hocquart,  ditto 
Salvert,  Commodore 
The  Chevalier  de  Caumont,  Captain 
Choifeul,  ditto 
Moeflien,  ditto 
Lorgeris,  ditto 
Saint  Lazare,  ditto 
Gomain,  ditto 
La  Rigaudiere,  ditto 


La  Jonquiere 
De  Rui6 


i  o  N. 

Ships. 

L?  Entreprenant 
Le  Defen  feur 
Le  Dauphin  Royal 
IS  Algonquin 
L'  E\pe ranee 
L'  Alctde 
Le  Bizarre 

V  Adif 

V  Illu fire 
L"1  Opinidtre 
Le  Lys 
Le  Leopard 
L'  Apollon 
L'  Aquiion 

Frigates. 

La  Syrene 
La  Comet e 
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fPiips  of  the  fquadron  of  M.  Bois  de  la  Motte  merely  as 
pinks,  and  by  retaining  in  Europe  for  parade  that  of 
M.  de  Macnemara,  which  might  at  leaft  have  render¬ 
ed  the  real  fervice  of  keeping  our  rivals  in  America  in 
awe.  They  flattered  themlelves,  that  by  this  pro¬ 
ceeding  they  fhewed  the  great  defire  they  had  of  main¬ 
taining  the  peace,  in  giving  no  umbrage  to  the  Englifli 
by  two  formidable  armaments,  in  the  midft  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquillity  of  Europe.  But  this  was  diredtly 
contradidtory  to  the  proud  anfwer  made  by  the  Duke 
of  Mirepoix,  who,  upon  the  notification  that  was  given 
him  of  Bofcawerfs  inftrudtions,  replied,  that  his  m after 
would  conftder  the  firfi  cannon  fired  at  feai  in  a  hoftile 
manner ,  as  a  declaration  ofi  <vuar. 

The  General,  co'mmiflioned  to  execute  the  King’s 
orders  at  Breft,  feemed  to  fecond  the  falfe  politics  of 
Adminiftration,  by  fuffering  his  competitor  to  get  the 
advantage  over  him,  in  letting  fail  eleven  days  before 
him.  This  was  M.  de  Macnemara,  under  whofe  com¬ 
mand  was  M.  Bpis  dela  Motte.  He  was  weak  enough 
to  lufler  his  upeafinefs  to  be  perceived,  by  making  his 
will— by  giving  orders  to  difembark  all  his  plate — by 
announcing  that  he  looked  upon  the  war  to  be  una¬ 
voidable— and,  in  a  word,  by  returning  to  Breft,  and 
pretending  ficknefs,  to  avoid  going  again  to  fea. 

Thefe  bad  meafures  taken  in  Europe,  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  weaknefs  of  Government,  hurried 
on  to  greater  lengths  than  they'  wifhed  in  America, 
by  the  enterprifing  Duquefne,  gave  a  fandtion  to  a 
flroke  given  by  England,  a  ftroke  which  France 
taxed  with  injuftice,  perfidy,  and  the  violation  of  the 
rights  of  mankind  ;  which  rendered  that  kingdom 
odious  to  all  nations — and  was  even  cenlured  by  the 
moil  honeft  men  in  Great  Britain,  but  which,  in  fadl, 
was  an  admirable  ftroke  in  politics,  and  more  efpeci- 
ally  juftified  by  its  fuccefs. 

According  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Britifti  Government, 
or  not  trufting  entirely  to  mercenary  fpies,  feme  of  their 
frigates  had  conftainly  watched  and  followed  the 
movements  of  our  two  Iquadrons,  fince  their  de¬ 
parture  Jrom  Breft,  till  the  return  of  M.  de  Macne¬ 
mara.  The  Englifh,  therefore,  being  certain  of  a 

confiderable 
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confiderable  fuperiority,  perfifted  in  the  hoftile  orders 
they  had  given;  and,  while  the  Duke  of  Mirepoix 

,nDS°^atlns,Tat  London  with  lhe  Minifters, 
and  M.  deBiifTy  at  Hanover  with  the  King  of  Eng¬ 
land,  information  was  received,  that  Admiral  Bo<~- 
cawen  having  met  the  French  Lhips  VAlcide  and  le 

1 L  t> _ l  r  xt  r  ,  i 


— ^  uie  jLngnin  nag,  and, 

upon  then  retulal,  had  attacked  and  taken  them,  after  a 
combat  of  feveral  hours,  though  one  of  them  was 
only  fitted  out  as  a  pink.  The  two  brave  Captains 
ot  thele  mips  were  Meflrs.  Hocquart  and  de  Lor- 
gerre.  It  was  indeed  particularly  incumbent  upon 
them  to  defend  themfelves  well,  as  their  bad  ma- 
nceuvreing  had  brought  them  into  this  fituation,  while 
M.  de  Montalais,  who  commanded  le  Dauphin  Royal 
and  had  ^  feparated  from  the  fquadron  with  them, 
had  extricated  himfelf  with  more  dexterity,  and  ef- 
caped. 

Phis  aggreftion,  which  exhibited  little  valour,  fol¬ 
lowed  even  by  the  capture  of  1' Efperance ,  another  fliip 
of  the  line,  would  not  have  been  an  advantage,  great 
enough  to  cover  the  infamy  of  the  proceeding  from 
the  eyes  of  the  Pnglifh  nation,  if  it  had  not  been  ac- 
Novemb  comPanied  by  a  more  elfential  one.  This 

175^.  *WaS  a  §eneral  feizure  the  French  trad¬ 
ing  veflels  met  with  at  fea  *,  in  what  latitude 
foever.  Three  hundred  of  them  thus  fell  with  afto- 
niihment  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  f .  We  have 
before  us  an  exa&  lift  of  the  flvips  taken  before  the  de¬ 
claration  of  war,  a  minifterial  piece,  in  which  there 
are  fome  curious  details  ;  the  refult  of  which  is  an  ef- 
timation  of  the  lofs,  valued  at  30  millions  t,  and  in 
all,  including  the  crews  of  three  King’s  fhips,  the  lofs 

of 

*  This  order  had  only  been  given  out  the  28th  of  Auguft,  af¬ 
ter  a  Grand  Council  holden  at  London  by  the  Lords  Commifllon- 
ers,  the  King  being  at  that  time  in  his  electorate. 

•f  In  the  Appendix,  No.  II.  wefhall  give  a  circumstantial  Tift 
of  all  thefe  captures. 

I  One  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
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of  fix  thoufand  officers,  failors,  and  marines,  and  at 
lead  of  fifteen  hundred  foldiers,  or  troops  newly  raifed, 
made  prifoners  ;  a  damage  the  mod  important,  and  the 

mod  difficult  to  be  repaired. 

What  was  the  conduct  of  France  upon  this  occafi- 
on  ?  It  was  the  only  proper  conduit  for  a  Power, 
weak  at  that  time,  attacked  unawares,  wanting  lime 
to  colled  its  forces,  to  didribute  them,  and,  by  poft- 
poning  its  revenge,  to  make  it  more  certain.  As  loon 
as  his  Majedy  was  informed  of  the  infult  offered  to  his 
flag  by  Admiral  Bofcawen,  he  took  fuch  deps  as  be¬ 
came  his  dignity,  recalling  his  Ambadador  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  his  Minider  from  Hanover,  with  orders  to 
depart  without  taking  leave,  and  breaking  with  a  per¬ 
fidious  Court,  whofe  word  could  not  b» depended  upon. 
He  poured  his  grief  into  the  bofom  of  his  Catholic 
Majedy,  and,  by  a  memorial  drawn  up  without  de¬ 
lay,  and  fent  to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  reprefented  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  of  London,  before  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  as  a  violation  of  all  the  facred  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  rights  of  nations — as  an  attempt  ca¬ 
pable  of  replunging  Europe  into  a  date  of  barbarifm, 
when  force  was  the  only  law.  This  artful  confidence 
had  a  fecret  political  motive  in  view  ;  that  of  exciting 
the  indignation  of  Spain,  and  of  infpiring  them  with, 
apprehenfions  of  hodilities  of  the  like  nature™ of  open¬ 
ing  their  eyes  to  their  true  intered,  and  to  the  necedity 
of  their  joining  France  at  this  time,  when  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  of  the  two  kingdoms  might  make  head 
agairift  that  of  the  Englifh,  intimidate  that  Power, 
and  reduce  it  to  an  equitable  difpofition,  of  which  the 
French  a  fire  died  to  give  the  example  In  fadt,  the 
King,  influenced  by  his  fird  refentment,  had  given  or¬ 
ders  to  his  fquadron,  commanded  by  the  Count  du 
Guay,  who  had  iucceeded  M.  de  Macnemara,  and 
Was  now  at  fea,  to  engage  all  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war 
he  fhould  meet  with,  to  take  them,  and  alfo  t<  idze 
the  merchant-men  of  that  nation,  it  he  fhould  be  in¬ 
formed  of  their  having  captured  any  of  ours.  But 
this  Commander,  although  his  condudl,  by  an  agree¬ 
ment  that  could  not  be  forefeen,  was  confident  with 
the  wavering  difpofition  and  difavowalsof  the  Court — 
Vol.  III.  D  for 
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for  he  had  done  nothing  that  ought  to  have  been  at¬ 
tempted  by  a  brave  officer  and  an°able  Tailor— yet  the 
Council  imagined  that  it  would  anlwer  their  views 
better,  to  fliew.  a  generofity  which  did  not  coft  them 
much,  by  reflorin g  the  frigate,  the  B lan ford,  the  only 
captuie  made  by  the  Trench  Commander  on  his  return 
from  Cadiz  to  Breft.  M.  Littleton,  Governor  of  Ca¬ 
rolina,  a  paffenger  on  board  this  fhip,  was  recondudted 
to  an  Englifh  port,  and  orders  were  given  at  Toulon, 
it  the  enemy's  fquadron  of  eight  fhips  which  was 
in  the  Mediterranean,  fhould  put  into  the  Iflands  of 
Hieres,  to  fuffer  it  to  water  there,  and  if  it  fhould 
come  into  port,  to  furnifh  it  with  €very  kind  of  re- 
frefhment  it  fhould  fland  in  need  of. 

To  this  critical  fituation  between  the  Courts  of 
England  and  France,  another  was  added,  which  did 
not  require  lefs  dexterity.  The  French  were  upon 
the  eve  of  quarrelling  with  the  Court  of  Turin,  for 
a  violation  of  the  privilege  of  afylum  and  territory. 
That  famous  Mandrin,  Captain  of  the  fmugglers, 
whofe  name,  like  that  of  Cartouche,  is  become  a 
proverb,  to  indicate  an  intrepid  villain,  after  having 
pillaged  the  revenue,  the  Collectors  of  which  he  had 
laid  under  contribution  for  near  eighteen  months-— af¬ 
ter  having  efcaped  from  every  purfuit,  and  even 
made  a  (land  againft  the  regular  troops  that  were 
lent  againft  him— was  at  laft  taken  only  by  flrata- 
gem.  Some  volunteers  of  Flanders,  having  difguifed 
themfelves  like  peafants,  had  feized  him  at  Saint -Ge- 
nis-d’Oft,  a  place  belonging  to  Savoy,  where  he  al¬ 
ways  retired  after  his  expeditions,  flattering  himfelf 
that  he  was  in  fafety  within  the  dominions  of  a 
foreign  Sovereign.  He  was  executed  immediately,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  be  claimed,  and  every  contrivance  was 
afterwards  adopted,  to  elude  the  reparation  fuch  an 
infult  required.  By  an  artifice  unworthy  no  doubt  of 
the  majefly  of  government,  truth  was  even  fo  far  vio¬ 
lated,  that,  in  a  jhort  hijlory  of  his  life  *y  written  and 

diflributed 


*  Th  is  hiftory  is  very  fcarce,  and  is  worth  preferving,  as  well 
as  the  fentence,  in  which  are  recapitulated  all  the  crimes  of 

Mandrin ; 
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dittributed  by  authority,  the  unwarrantable  capture  of 
him  was  attributed  to  the  revenge  of  the  Clerks  of 
the  farms.  It  was  expected  by  this  means  to  exte¬ 
nuate  an  attempt  of  much  more  confcquence,  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  King’s  troops,  and  with  the  confent  of 
Court.  But  the  Court  of  Turin  was  not  the  dupe  of 
the  artifice,  and  required  an  authentic  reparation. 
The  Count  ot  Noailles  was  fent  to  his  Sardinian 
Majefty,  with  an  exprefs  commiflion  to  difavow  for¬ 
mally  all  that  had  pafifed  upon  his  territory,  to  tell 
him  that  the  King  his  matter  had  puniilied  the 
guilty  perlons,  and  had  nothing  fo  much  at  heart,  as 
to.  {Lengthen  the  bonds  of  iriendfhip  with  a  Sove¬ 
reign  to  whom  he  was  already  united  by  the  ties 
of  blood. 

This  difpute  being  accommodated,  not  fatisfied 
with  avoiding  to  make  other  enemies,  the  Court  of 
France  thought  of  forming  alliances  to  counterbalance 
thofe  of  England.  We  fliall  foon  fee  one  brought  to 
light  which  attonifned  all  Europe,  and  changed  the 
face  of  politics. 

.France,  whofe  condudl  had  been  hitherto  marked 
with  irrefolution,  at  laft  determined  upon  the  war, 
fince  the  good  news  received  from  Canada.  General 
Braddock,  fent  from  Europe  by  the  Englifh,  as  the  mod 
proper  perfon  to  re-eftablitti  their  affairs  there,  had, 
on  the  contrary,  ruined  them  by  his  rafhnefs  and  ob- 
ftiaacy.  Intruded  with  the  execution  of  a  plan  per- 
fe6lly  well  conceived,  and  which  tended  to  no  lefs 
important  a.point,  than  to  reconquer  in  one  campaign 
all  the  territory  which  had  been  ufurped,  and  raife 
the  alarms  of  the  F rench  for  their  own  pottefiions 
in  Canada  and  Louifiana,  he  adopted  falfe  meafures 
from  the  beginning.  After  having  overcome  the  ob- 
ftacies  which  the  fituation  prefented  to  him,  he  did 
not  proceed  with  fufficient  flownefs,  circumfpe&ion, 
and  caution ;  he  entertained  no  mittrutt  of  ambuf- 

^  2  cades, 

Mandrin  ;  which,  if  fuccefs  had  always  attended  him,  as  well 
as  certain  conquerors,  both  in  hiftory  and  fable,  would  have  been 
extolled  as  incredible  aftions  of  valour.  Both  thefe  pieces  will 
be  mierted  under  No.  Ill,  to  which  we  (hall  add  the  fpeech  of  the 
Count  of  Noailles. 
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cades,  for  which  the  ground  was  fo  favourable,  and, 
being  defirous  of  preventing  the  arrival  of  a  rein' 
forcement  expected  by  the  French,  he  attributed  to  pu- 
•fillanimity  the  prudent  advice  that  was  given  him 
thinking  that  courage  and  impetuofity  would  be  faffici- 
ent  to  fecure  his  triumph.  It  was  upon  the  field  of 
battle  only ,  that  he  difcovered  his  error.  Forfaken 
by  nts  own  troops,  whom  he  had  not  treated  with  fuf- 
hctent  indulgence,  he  maintained  his  ground  almoil 
alone  with  his  officers,  perfuaded  that  he  had  no  other 
mode  of  juflifying  himfelf  to  his  country,  but  by  a 
9  Jltb-  death.  He  was  killed,  and  the  pa- 

,  pers  and  inftruftions,  which  difcovered  to 

tne  enemy  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger  from  which 
they  were  delivered,  were  found  upon  him.  The 
rout  was  to  complete,  that  the  news  being  carried  to 
tjenerai  Shirley's  camp,  intimidated  the  foldiers,  a  <meat 
number  of  whom  delerted ;  a  defection  which  put  it 
out  of  his  power  to  fulfil  the  part  of  the  expedition  he 
was  commiflioned  to  execute,  and  which  was  the  rea¬ 
son  that,  notwithftanding  the  check  M.  Diefkau  receiv- 
od  at  the  attack  of  General  johnlor/s  camp,  where  the 
French  Commander  was  alfo  killed,  the  Englifh  Gene¬ 
ral  did  not  dare  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  victory,  by  pur¬ 
ging  the  enemy,  and  was  fatisfied  with  remaining  up¬ 
on  the  defenfive.  But  the  mod  fatal  efFed  of  Brad- 
mock’s  defeat,  in  its  confequences,  and  the  influence 
it  was  to  have  upon  all  the  operations  of  the  conti¬ 
nent,  was  the  .  confirming  in  their  attachment  to 
.France  the  Indians  allied  to  that  nation,  who  are  the 
neceflary  agents,  in  the  war,  and  the  difcouragin^  of 
ithofe  who  were  in  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain.  °  & 

The  French  were  therefore  employed  in  prepara¬ 
tions,  calculated  to  make  the  enemy  repent  of  their 
•bo Id n els.  Dunkirk  is  a  port  in  the  channel,  v/iuch,* 
from  its  filiation,  has  always  given  them  umbrage* 
It  was  refolved  to  reftore  it.  The  Prince  of  Spubife; 
was  commillioned  by  the  King  to  fee  this  efihbled,  and 
the  troops  under  his  command  were  immediately  let  to 
work  upon  it.  This  was  beginning  by  what  they 
fhoUid  have  ended,  otherwife,  in  cafe  of  misfortunes, 
diey  expo  fed  themfelves  to  the  greater  humiliation  of 
obliged  to  demolilli  this  port  a  fecond  time. 

'T’1 
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The  navy  was  the  chief  objeU  at  this  period,  and 
was  attended  to  in  the  fil'd  inftance.  Notwithstanding 
the  date  of  annihilation  which  it  was  reduced  at  tne 
peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  it  feemed  now  to  be  re- 
vived.  Unfortunately,  there  was  more  (new  t nan  rea¬ 
lity  in  this.  The  following  are  the  expreffions  ufed. 
by  one  of  the  Miniftry,  in  an  hiftoncal  memorial,  the 
emphatic  ftyle  of  which  rather  difpiays  a  ipint  ol  en- 
thufiafm  than  of  cenfure. 

“We  reckoned,  it  is  true,  fixty-three  (hips  of  the 
“line,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  _  1755  U  but  three- 
<i  of  them  were  condemned  as  diiablcu,  thiec  had 
“  juft  been  taken,  four  were  upon  the  frocks  lcarcely 
“  begun,  eight  of  them  required  a  general  repair,  and 
“  we  were  equally  in  want  of  wood  joi  tne  conflruc- 
“  tion,  as  for  the  refitting  of  drips  ;'  we  had  not  even 
“  wherewithal  to  fit  out  the  remaining  forty-five.  v\  e 
“  had  in  our  ports  neither  cannon,  mails,  rigging,  ma- 
“  terials,  nor  utenfils  neceffary,  for  the  fupply  of  the 
“  lliips ;  the  fitting  out  of  the  two  fquadrons  in  the 
“  fpring  had  exhaufted  us  1  and  the  Britifli  government, 

“  informed  of  our  fituation  better  than  ourfelves,  could 
“  not  have  chofen  a  more  favourable  opportunity  once 
“  more  to  deftroy  with  facility  this  reviving  marine. 
ii  Neverthelefs,  Prance  nas  fo  many  refources,  \\xien. 
**  flie  choofes  to  exert,  and  knows  how  to  onedt  them, 
“  that  (lie  (lands  only  in  need  of  a  h/iinifler,  ablive, 
“  intelligent,  and  full  of  energy.  Suchyvvas  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  jVI .  de  IVlacham t.  No  loonei  me  his 
**  orders  given,  than  the  iron  is  put  in  (ufion,  and  a  nu- 
merous  and  complete  artillery  is  prepared  without 
“  delay.  Our  forefts  throughout  the  kingdom  refound  ; 
“  the  fuperb  oaks,  which  conflituted  only  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  thefe  forefts,  are  cut  down  for  amoieufe- 
ful  purpofe  ;  the  merchandizes  of  the  noitli,  tar,  pitch, 
hemp,  and  deal,  enter  our  poits  in  abundance  1 

“  fifteen 


u 
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*  We  refer  this  fill  to  the  Appendix  No.  IV.  We  (hall  join 
to  it  the  lilt  of  the  Englifh,  Spanifh,  and  Portuguefe  navy,  and 
to  an  account  of  the  forces  of  the  fcveral  maritime  dates  at  this 
time.  This  may  furnifh  us  with  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
that  with  their  prefent  fituation. 
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«  fr!^e/n  *"n2ate?  protea  the  coafting  trade  ;  but  a 11 
hefe  preparations  are  only  to  pave  the  way  for  the 

“  E  ?VCntS  7hkh  Me  “editated  in  filence  Five 

“  forr  d,TS  arC  fi“lng  °Ut  at  Breft’  TouIon>  Roche- 
.<  £"  ;  trr°°pS, are  rtchin g  from  a11  ^ters  ••  im- 
..  ftorpf  lupphes  of  provifions,  cannon,  and  naval 

“  c ncT’t  WP  H  ^  f  th£  Hf re  :  and  Eng!and  »  at 

«  h  „  r  m  h*r  northern  pofleffions  and  in 

V'o!onl.es>  ln  the  Mediterranean  and  the 

“  j  i  r,iserar,ied  to  the  bott°m  °f 

«  ter  i  v  \thf  k,nSdom  »  apprehenfive  for  its  own 
«  -  j  /’  a,nd  ‘Is  V£U[  power  is  in  a  manner  confined, 
pnd  ted.uced  t0  ita  own  defence.  Nay  more,  Great 
“c'  'klpd,TSp0t  tn,ft  ‘°  ‘tS  0wn  national  forces ;  it 

“  V  e  dA h!  ,‘°  its  affiftance  *  j  even  before 

<<  c  -^Jcction  oi  the  war:  it  penetrates  as  far  as 

<;  v,f0r°n  lnCS  °;r^,la’  t0  obtain  fuccour  from  an  ally, 

«  ufelefs-^l7’J  dlftant  Nation  renders  her  almoft 

Ruilia,  which  is  undoubtedly  alluded  to  in  this  me- 
moual,  could  not  in  reality  furni/h  the  Engllfli  with 
ny  great  affiftance  in  their  operations.  But  even  at 
at  time,  tney  had  conceived  the  idea  of  giving  fonm 
employment  to  their  enemies  by  land,  aj of  makffig 
a  Powerful  diverfion,  which,  by  obliging  them  to  keep 
numerous  ann.es  on  foot,  ffiould  prevent  them  from 
cOLtmuing  to  beftow  upon  their  navy  all  the  fums  of 

^  ,  7“  “  need-  The  Cabinet  of  Verfailles 
which  had  hitherto  adopted  no  fettled  plan,  and  was’ 

eWd  aTtf  ‘u®  meafllR's  the7  floould  take,  follow- 
c  n  ■,  .  ord:  of  three  opinions,  and,  while  they  thought 

'  f-nDng  a  blow  which  would  be  more  fenfibly  felt 

were  entering  into  the  views 
-  -vionarcns  Council.  The  firft  opinion  was, 
tnat  we  ffiould  confine  ourfelves  folely  tonaval  ope- 
t  ions,  ant  that  all  our  forces  fhould  be  carried  to 
merica,  and  that,  by  making  this  continent  the  feene 
0  We  ^10llld  prevent  that  fcourge  from  defolating 

the 

landed  ^t  t^°^anc^e^an  infantry,  and  nine  thoufand  cavalry. 

fTrn  h! SoUthamPt0n  the  I5th  of  May  ,756.  Ten  Thou- 
•  and  Hanoverians  arrived  on  the  20th  of  May  at  Chatham, 
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die  continent  ofEurope.  The  fecond  opinion,  on  the 
contrary,  was,  to-  change  this  war  into  a  land  one  ; 
and  Jfeize  upon  the  deflorate  o  Hanover  pr0vr- 
fionally,  to  ferve  as  a  guarantee  for  the  rcftitution  oi 
he  King's  flrips,  and  of  the  merchantmen,  which  we 
had  a  right  to  expeft,  and  required.  In  a  word,  the 
faft  was  a  mixed  opinion,  equally  fettering  to  the 
vanity  of  the  nation  and  the  glory  of  the  King,  pre¬ 
luding  that  the  French  might  make  head  m  all  parts, 
prevent  the  conquefts  in  America,  and  threaten  the 
enemy  in  Europe  ;  that  the  only  thing  required  for 
this  was,  a  good  Adminiftrat.on,  and  a  prurient  d.f- 
tribution  of  the  forces  of  France,  by  employing  them 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  with  (economy..  1  h.s  plan 
was  the  one  purfued,  inafmuch  as  h.s  Majefty,  and  the 
advocates  for  peace,  were  given  to  underhand,  that 
the  only  mode  of  obtaining  it  more  fpeedily,  was  to 
difplay  at  the  fame  time  united  efforts,  capable  ot  afto- 
nifliing  and  intimidating  England,  by  fitting  out  m  toe 
feveral  ports  all  the  Ihips  that  were  proper  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  The  land  troops  were  augmented  by  40,000 
men,  Fourfcore  thoufand  of  our  bed  troops  received 
orders  to  march  from  the  interior  parts  o.  the  kingdom, 
to  the  borders  of  the  ocean,  and  the  Mediterranean; 
and,  to  increafe  the  alarms  of  the  enemy,  two  Gene¬ 
rals  known  for  their  aflivity  and  enterprising  genius, 
were  placed  at  their  head.  Marffial  Bclle.fie  was  ap¬ 
pointed  Commander  in  Chief  over  the  maritime  coafe 
of  the  ocean,  from  Dunkirk  to  Bayonne  ;  and  Mar- 
fhal  Richelieu,  over  all  thofe  of  the  Mediterranean. 
A  confiderable  number  of  tranfports  were  freighted,  to 
carry  an  army  upon  each  of  thefe  two  leas,  wherever 
it  fhouid  be  wanted.  In  the  mean  tune,  trie  other 
troops  were  marched  to  the  frontiers  oi  the  Empire, 
on  the  fide  of  Hanover,  and  feveral  magazines  were 
edablifhed  in  Weftphalia,  with  the  permiflion  of  the 
Elector  of  Cologn,  to  whom  the  Marqms  of  Monteil 
was  fent  in  quality  of  Plenipotentiary.  *  his  was  a 
brilliant  epocha  for  all  the  Mmifters,  whofe  feveral 
departments  were  foon  to  be  rendeied  mutinous,  and. 
augmented,  and  who  would  efpecially  have  a  variety 

of  employments  and  favours  to  difpenfe,  which  are  *o 

r  *  proper 
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Proper  to  fecure  a  number  of  creatures  to  themfelves. 
t  a?  nav^,  thou2h  not  half  fo  ftrong  as  that  of  Eng- 
land  not  having  halt  the  number  of  poffeffions  to 
keep  and  to  fupport,  being  befides  united  to  that  of 
the  India  company,  which  was  at  that  time  in  a  flou- 
riilung  ftate---might  bring  back  the  glorious  days  of 
^  a^e  0  ,ew!s  XIV.  and  in  cale  Spain,  whofe  inte- 
reft  was  greatly  concerned  in  joining  us,  ihouid  be  in- 
uuced  to  take  tms  ftep,  it  was  certain  that  we  fhould 
De  ab.e  to  retaliate  upon  the  Englifh  flag  all  the  hu¬ 
miliations  we  had  previoufly  received  from  them 
V\  .tn  regard  to  the  war,  Count  d’Argenfon,  who  was 
ltnl  in  poflefiion  of  that  department,  affured  the  King 
teat  his  troops,  whofe  a&ivky  had  been  kept  up  by 
toe  ieveral  camps  that  had  been  formed  during  the 
peace  were  in  good  order  ;  that  the  military  difci- 
phne  had  been  ftn&ly  attended  to,  and  that  they  were 
caSer  nt0  engage  the  enemies  of  his  Maiefty.  In 
Marinal  Saxe  the  Count  had  got  rid  of  the  perfon 
vvnmn  tie  moil;  feared,  as  being  in  the  way  of  his  am¬ 
bition,  he  had  juft  extended  his  power,  by  uniting 
i..e  regulation  of  ^the  Caiabineers,  vacant  by  the  death 
ot,  fh,e  j;rince  of  Dombes,  and  that  of  the  artillery 
wmch  Count  d;Eu  had  refigned.  In  a  word,  the  Mo¬ 
narch  being  now  difgufted  at  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head^of  his  army,  Count  d’Argenfon  flattered  himfelf 
!  iat.  ^e^n°uld  become  more  mafter,  and  more  abfolute 
m  his^  department.  M.  Rouille,  had  reafon  to  con¬ 
gratulate  himfelf,  upon  feeing  his  adminiftration  for 
foreign  ahairs  maiKed  by  an  event  of  a  lingular  kind 
and  calculated  to  confound  all  the  projects  of  Great 
Britain.  This  Power,  difappointed  in  the  expe&ations 
they  had  entertained  of  Maria  Therefa — for  whom 
they  had  expended  fo  much  treafure,  and  lavi&ed  fo 
eflfufion  oi  blood — were  not  only  refufed  by 
thc.t  iamprefs  tne  auxiliary  troops  they  had  a  right  to 
demand  fiom  their  treaties,  but  they  alfo  law  her  en¬ 
ter  into  an  alliance  with  Fiance,  by  the  treaty  of  Ver- 
faiftes  ;  they  law  thofe  two  Courts  in  ah  inftant  ex- 
tinguifh  their  reciprocal  animofity,  after  a  contention 
of  two  hundred  years.  Thus  it  was  that  the  fyftem 
of  policy  iuggefted  by  Cardinal  Richelieu,  vaniftied,  to 

give 
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give  place  to  a  new  one.  The  Marchionefs  of  Pompa¬ 
dour,  who  had  not  a  little  contributed  to  this  treaty, 
and  had  in  confequence  ol  it  received  a  very  flattening 
letter  from  the  Emprefs  Queen,  was  defirous  of  perpe¬ 
tuatin'3'  the  memory  of  this  alliance  in  a  medal  1 ic  chef 
d'ceuvre*  She  had  it  engraved  under  her  own  mlpec- 
tion,  by  M.  le  Guay,  the  moft  famous  artifb  in  that: 
way,  upon  a  medallion  of  agate-onyx,  inferior  to  any 
of  the  fined  monuments  of  antiquity.  .  She  placed  it 
in  her  cabinet,  and  ufed  to  fliew  it  with  a  great  deal 
of  felf-fatisfadtion  to  Grangers,  who,  from  thefrivo- 
loufnefs  of  this  monument,  judged  of  the  ditpofition  o.i 

her  who  had  ordered  it.  ... 

Even  the  Miniiter  of  finances,  for  whom  this  period 
was  the  moil  nice,  might  forefee  a  kind  oi  glory  in  the 
ingenious  operations  he  might  contrive,  to  luppoU  the 
extraordinary  expences.  in  his  confeiences  Vvitn  the 
King,  after  having  laid  before  him  the  (late  of  the  old 
debts  that  were  to  be  paid  off,  given  a  detail  of^  the 
confide rable  mortgages  with  which  the  revenues  of  the 
crown  were  loaded,  and  reprefented  to  him  the  di¬ 
minution  which  commerce  and  induflry  canieu  to 
an  incredible  degree  of  profperity  during  a  lew  years 
peace— would  necefftrilf  experience,  encouraged .  his 
Majefty,  by  adding,  “  It  will  require  great  exertions 
<i  to  fupport  the  weight  ot  the  war.  I  have  calculated 
“  the  {fate  of  your  finances,  they  will  furnifh  me  with 
i(  refources  for  four  years.  If  at  the  end  of  that  time, 

“  peace  be  not  concluded,  the  campaigns  cannot  be 
“  carried  on  without  laying  burthenfome  taxes  upon 
“  your  people/' 

Lewis  XV,  delighted  with  being  able  to  breathe  dur¬ 
ing  four  years,  went  to  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and 
told  her,  that  he  had  juft  been  converfing  with  a  Mini /- 
ter,  who  was  the  moft  honeft  man  in  his  kingdom  •  for  1 
jnu/i  give  him  that  name ,  added  he,  to  the  per f on  who 
has  probity  enough  to  j 'peak  with  franknefs  to  his  So¬ 
vereign. 

The  flownefs  of  the  preparations,  neceffitated  by  the 
circumflances,  determined  government  to  perfift  in  their 
fyftera  of  moderation  ;  and,  in  order  to  conceal  any  de¬ 
gree  of  pufillanimity  or  weaknefs  they  might  fhew,  be- 
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21  Deer.  y>  ^ouilie  addrefled  to  Mr.  Fox  Mi- 
>755-  "lfter  ,for,  foreiS"  affairs  a t  London ,  a  me- 

gave  way  to  h  f  refA  Ch  A  MaJeft7-.  before  he 
the  Kinir  0f  En  d.  7!ime!]t’  Demanded  fatisfaftion  of 

been  committed  by  that  Monarch’s  Lvy  and  he  reffi 

union  of  feveral  (hips  as  well  of  ,„„r  /  ,  e  re!t‘- 

taken  from  pr  f  n-  ^ as  m^^^hantinen, 

K refill  1  a  ?•  P.roteftlr’g  he  would  confi- 
der  a  rerufal  as  a  declaration  of  hoftilities. 


13  Jan.  p  P°n  the  negative  anfwer  given  by  Mr 
Fox  written  in  French-a  circumftance  rt 


preached  to  him  by  his  countrymen  “he  Englhf 
who  were  fettled  in  France,  were  ordered  o  quf  S  he 
-bngdom.  All  the  /hip,  belonging  to  thadnation 
which  were  in  our  ports,  were  fiLed,  and  cruifing  Zi 
not  only  autnorized,  but  encouraged  by  rewards.  °The 
faie.y  of  the  colonies  were  fecured  by  troops  and  faua 
drons  fent  there;  and  the  more  feHous  projeft  was" 
formed  of  reducing  the  ifland  of  Minorca'  while 
Ceorge  II.  was  to  be  amufed  by  the  threats  of  invad! 
mg  his  kingdom  and  furpnzing  his  electorate.  In  the 
mean  time  til  the  great  views  of  our  Miniftry  could 
be  brought  to  bear,  they  took  care  to  excite  die  en- 
thufiafin  01  the  nation,  by  pamphlets  written  under 
-  eir  au, pices,  though  their  fecret  influence  in  thefe 
matters  was  concealed  :  thefe  pamphlets,  appearing  to 
e  merely  the  effufions  of  a  patrotic  breaft,  undeAhe 
gmfe  of  plain  truth  and  difinterefted  zeal,  were  the 
better  calculated  to  lead  the  mind  aftray,  and  to  inflame 
e  heait.  There  was  one  of  thefe  mercenary  authors 
making  a  tiaffic  01  their  talents,  and  felling  them  to’ 
every  purchafer  but  little  follicitous  of  obtaining  the 
confidence  of  poftenty,  provided  they  can  fecure  that 
of  their  contemporaries  in  office,  who  courted  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  the  appointed  hireling  of  Government 
for  that  employment.  He  undertook  a  periodical 
work  ln  whlcil  be  deferibed  the  Englifl,  not  only  as 

perjured, 


*  Se,e  ^.illory  of  the  War  in  1756. 
f  L  Objr%ateur  Hollands ,  par  M.  Moreau. 
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n^riurcd,  as  violators  of  the  right  of  nations  but  as  pi- 

fat  s  corfairs,  and  anthropophagi.  H,s  defections 

wh  ch  are  full  of  fire,  and  animated  with  a  noble 

warmth  of  ftile,  excited  among  a  great  number  of  read- 

™  not  well  verfed  in  thefe  political  difqmf.t.ons,  a 
ers,  not  vv^  <  ;nvpf  prate  hatred  againtt  theie 

^ was 

perpetual  >  ,  r  tyat  eVery  one  was 

defirots  ofnexer°ting  againft  them  all  thofc  cruelties  and 

The°  people  Ufoon  kdl  ^onby^thrir*  paffions^mad  _  vo- 

very  little  :  they  would  neither  ^ve  comprehended 
the7 advantage,  nor  the  purpofe,  not  the  neceiit  y  o 

fU' The^claTwhich  M.  de  Bouville  made  at  London,, 
and  with  which  all  the  papers  at  that  tune  were  filled, 
had  Pill  a  greater  effeft-  He  was  Captain  ot  tLelhip 
I'Efpcm  taken  the  November  before,  pierced  for 
faty  four  guns,  but  only,  fitted  out  as  a  pink,  having 
no  more  than  400  men  on  board,  and  twenty  pieces  ot 

»■”»  «f  *»/”■•  7.“  :f  ”,“75  Z'iXdo _f 

fended  himfelf  like  a  lion  for  upwards  of  four  hours 
within  piftoUHot,  had  made  the  enemy  come  up  twice, 
being  fcarce  able  to  fupport  his  broadfide  and  had  not 

srb.:h-a.“°r'ri"^7 

ing  her  up  in  the  middle  of  the  fea,  after  having  hat 
,ilv  withdrawn  the  crew  ;  the  return  of  the  Oxford  to 
Plymouth,  taking  in  fo  much  water,  that,  immediate  y 
upon  her  arrival,  they  were  obliged  to  put  her  into 
dock  ;  were  fo  many  glorious  fafts  which  depefed  m 
favour  of  the  nation  and  the  Captain  r  they  wiped  off 
in  a  miraculous  manner,  the  ftam  of  ignorance,  and  bad 
maneuvering,  which  had  been  fixed  upon  Captam 
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S’  f”f3  B~  <■' ;* 

gorous  defence.  *  M*  pi  mi  n°  1R^apce  of  fo  vi- 

land,  preferred  in  captLit/’th-  la",,?  arrived.in.Eng- 
had  ihewn  in  action  •  a  ^  e  magnammity  he 

ito.,  Ki'Ktt,1  l!iVdf  of "» 

fa.  to"!?  K™  f'oTItfsS'  a'ich'fadTeS 

Jritfi  °*r  °r  R°>'ii 

publilhed  with  all  the  oftenhtiouf  °4f  Wefe 

g.vric,  which  at  the  fame  •  r""nJlB  ?f  pane' 

ett  idea  of  that  part  of  •?*  f “  mfplred  tlie  %'h- 

public  confidence  P  At  |\V ‘etv,ce’  maintained  the 
•i  f  ii  t?  V  -  ^  h^arfinico,  uoon  the  arriv'd  nf 

d-tbLvTi  'r*"’,  *•'  command  of 

Aubigny  L  the  Warwick,  an  Enalifh  fi-iln  „f  no  r  ' 

guns,  was  carried  off  in  triumph  °  S  Pf  V  X 

Fifed  at  the  landing  place  Iwf  he  ®fp,  h*d 

t/miy-ioor  gm,,.  a  h&ZJt£cZ£^  1 

young  Captain,.  perfeftly  matter  of  his  profeffion"  ar- 

her  ,n  Th  ^f t0  l!gnallf  h‘mfe,f>  ventured  to  at- 

^ne  ofth e  E-HSPr,*4  CTain  Sh“!dha-  (‘he 
l  ,  “  e  orheei)  who  did  not  exceed 

have  been  oucovered,  increased  by  feeing  a  feventv- 

iout  gun  flnp  and  another  frigate  of  thirty  u‘ 

crew  into  inch  confufion,  thaf^gh '^’hftren 

e7ht?elf  ihvlrh°n  rthe;°CCafi0ns-  he  d^nd- 
a  a  -if  I  1  '  Jn  f  l!s  afl|0n,  not  only  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  Skilful  conduft  of  M.  DuchafFault  were  ad- 

i°r  T S'“r»“'7  ml  cool.ef,  of  .he  Com- 

W  -  h. 

t  fign.al  a  v,c  0i7>  calculated  to  give  an  example  and 
to  excite  emulation  among  his  comrades. 

At 

^  Two  hunch  ed  and  fifty  pounds, 

•f  It  confided  of  the  L , 

rtftr.  ’HtssszaTfSit 

‘  -  *•  *** « 3”.  M.  dl;  Tlh 
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At  the  fame  infant,  almoft,  when  this  intelligence 
arrived— -which,  like  every  thing  that  comes  from  dis¬ 
tant  parts,  might  he  ftufpedted  of  exaggeration— there 
happened  juft  off  Rcchelcrt,  and  in  fome  meafure  with¬ 
in  fight  from  the  land,  an  addon,  where  the  combatants 
v/ere  more  upon  an  equality  *,  but  their  exertions  not 
lefts  brilliant.  The  Aquilon ,  commanded  by  Captain  de 
Maureville,  and  the  Fidelle  by  M.  de  Lizardais,  on  their 
return,  alter  having  convoyed  two  tranfport  fhips,  fell 
'  in  with  an  Englifh  man  of  war  and  a  frigate;  .they  at¬ 
tacked  each  other  with  fo  much  warmth  on  both  fides, 
that  the  engagement  lafted  feveral  hours,  and  till  late 
in  the  night  :  they  did  not  part  till  mutual  fatigue,  ina¬ 
bility,  and  the  want  of  light,  forced  them  to  feparate 
M.  de  Maureville  loft  an  arm  by  the  firft  broadlice  ; 
as  foon  as  he  was  drefled,  he  attempted  to  return  to 
the  quarter-deck,  but  finding  it  impoffible,  he  cried 
out,  Courage ,  my  lads ,  fire  away,  tio  friking.  The 
Aquilon  had  fired  l  ioo  twelve  pounders  at  leaf!  ;  her 
port-holes  were  all  deftioyed,  as  appears  by  the  jour¬ 
nals.  What  renders  the  gallantry  of  thefe  illuftrious 
leamen  infinitely  more  refpedlable,  is,  that  they  fpeak 
in  the  higheft  terms  of  the  bravery  of  their  enemies. 
They  report,  that  the  Colchejler ,  having  exhaufted 
all  her  ammunition,  charged  her  guns  at  laft  with 
ftpoons  and  forks,  and  that  they  never  faw  a  fhip  more 
iliattered. 

Thefe  exploits  of  particular  officers,  worthy  to  be 
ranked  with  thofe  of  our  navy,  when  in  its  greateft 

luftre 

*  As  our  impartiality  obliges  us  to  be  fcrupuloufly  exaa  in 
matters  oi  faff— which,  through  national  vanity,  are  almoft  al¬ 
ways  mifreprefented  on  one  fide  or  other— we  (hall  date  the  ref- 
pedtive  force  of  the  combatants  upon  the  authority  of  their  own 
accounts. 

The  Englifh  (hips  were  the  Colchejler  of  50  guns  and  300  men 
Captain  O’Brien,  and  the  Lynx  frigate  of  20  guns  and  140  men’ 
commanded  by  Captain  Vernon.  The  larged  of  our  frigates  car  I 
ried  24  twelve  and  24  fix  pounders,  with  330  men:  the  other 
carried  26  eight  pounders  and  244  men.  The  Englifh  man  of 
war  had  22  i-half,  ir,  and  7  1  -half  pounders:  thofe  of  the  fri¬ 
gate  were  eleven  pounders.  It  appears  by  this  date,  that  we  had 
J  i 6  men  more  than  the  Englifh.  '  " 
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luftre  under  Lewis  XIV.  were  only  the  prelude  to 
others  of  more  importance.  After  having  impofed 
upon  the  Englifh  for  a  confiderable  time  by  different 
feints,  by  armaments  begun,  laid  afide,  and  taken  up 
again  at  Toulon,  at  length  a  fquadron,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  General  the  Marquis  de  la 
Gallifioniere,  fet  fail,  on  the  12th  of  April,  from  the 
Iflands  of  Hieres  for  Minorca.  It  was  compofed  of 
twelve  men  of  war,  five  frigates,  fix  armed  (loops, 
and  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  tranfport  vefiels,  on 
board  of  which  were  12,000  troops,  commanded  by 
Marfhal  Richelieu,  who  had  under  him  Lieutenant 
Generals  the  Count  de  Maillebois  and  the  Marquis  du 
Mefnil.  This  force  arrived  at  its  deflination  on  the 
17th,  the  army  was  landed  without  oppofition,  on  the 
19th  it  entered  Ciudadella,  and  marching  from  thence 
to  Mahon,  found  that  place  abandoned  by  the  ene¬ 
my.  They  had  affembled  their  whole  force  at  Fort  St. 
Philip  ;  which  the  nature  of  its  fituation  affifled  by  art, 
and  millions  confecrated  to  the  purpofe,  had  rendered 
impregnable,  according  to  the  opinion  at  London.  The 
approaches,  however,  were  made;  the  firfl  fhot  fired 
on  the  8  th  of  May ;  and  on  the  28th  of  June,  fix  weeks 
after,  the  fortrefs  capitulated. 

Several  circumflances  concurred  to  favour  this  glo¬ 
rious  event.  The  firfl  was,  the  uncertainty  the  Bri- 
tifh  Minillry  were  in  with  refpedl  to  the  objedt  of 
this  firfl  effort  of  France.  Notwithflanding  the  re¬ 
peated  advices  they  received  from  all  parts  of  the  de- 
fign  to  invade  Minorca,  they  were  not  convinced,  even 
at  the  time  when  M.  de  Galiffoniere  was  ready  to  fail. 
The  King  of  England  on  the  23d  of  March,  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  information 
of  an  invafion  intended  by  France  againfl  his  king¬ 
doms,  but  did  not  hint  the  mod  diftant  fufpicion  of 
that  which  was  really  on  the  point  of  being  carried  into 
execution. 

Hence  arofe  a  delay  in  fitting  out  and  difpatching  in 
proper  time  a  fquadron  capable  either  of  preventing  the 
difembarkation  on  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  and  reinforc¬ 
ing  it  with  officers,  men,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
or  -of  engaging  the  French  fquadron  with  a  fuperior 

force, 
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force,  in  cafe  the  difembarkation  fhould  be  already  ef¬ 
fected.  Even  fo  late  as  when  the  preparations  began 
to  be  made  for  fending  fuccours  to  the  Mediterranean, 
the  Court  of  London,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  in- 
ftruCticns  given  to  Admiral  Byng,  was  fill  in  doubt 
concerning  the  deflination  of  the  armament  at  Tou¬ 
lon,  which,  it  was  fated,  might  probably  be  intended, 
for  North  America.  The  inftruCtions  themfelves  were 
vague  and  conditional,  formed  upon  millakes  and  in- 
confiflencies  j  the  only  pofitive  order  they  contained, 
was  that  of  putting  to  fea  with  all  expedition.  In 
other  refpeCts,  they  were  made  to  depend  upon  a  va¬ 
riety  of  circumftances,  fo  as  to  create  continual  embar- 
raffment  and  perplexity,  to  raife  doubts  of  every  kind, 
and  fuch  as  could  not  be  got  rid  of  but  by  a  Com¬ 
mander  of  great  experience,  and  determined  refolution, 
and  not  lefs  capable  of  a  fudden  than  of  a  firm  deci- 
fion.  It  was,  therefore,  being  guilty  of  a  fecond 
fault,  to  appoint  for  this  expedition  a  young  Admiral, 
who,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  hiforian  of  his  own  coun¬ 
try,  writing  in  his  defence  *,  vans  a  man  of  learning, 
but  never  had  feen  any  con  fider able  fervice  as  a  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief.  At  Paris,  it  is  well  remembered, 
when  his  appointment  came  to  be  known,  this,  and  even 
a  worfe  idea  prevailed  of  him,  for  even  his  courage  was 
called  in  quefiion  ;  he  w?s  fpoken  of  in  terms  of  the  ut- 
moft  contempt  and  indelicacy  ;  and  the  choice  of  him 
was  matter  of  general  congratulation. 

Some  requifitions  of  a  doubtful  import,  addreffed  to 
Mr.  Fowke,  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  refpedting  a  rein¬ 
forcement  he  was  to  furni/h  to  Admiral  Byng,  are  an 
additional  proof  of  the  diforder  of  mind  under  which 
the  Miniftry  laboured,  and  clearly  evince,  that  to  this 
caufe  more  than  to  any  other,  the  lofs  of  Mahon  is 
to  be  imputed.  Their  negligence  in  providing  for 
the  defence  of  the  place  had  been  fo  great,  that  they 
had  left  it,  at  this  very  critical  conjuncture,  in  the 
hands  of  an  old  man,  fourfcore  years  of  age,  without 

even 

*  See  the  Hiftory  of  the  War  of  1756,  already  referred  to  fe- 
veral  times. 
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even  a  Colonel  ready  to  take  the  command,  in  cafe  of 
any  accident  happening  to  him  ;  without  any  officer  of 
rank  between  him  and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and, 
when  the  citadel  was  inverted,  the  Captains  and  Subal¬ 
tern  Officers  were  abfent. 

Notwithstanding  ail  thefe  charges,  which  juftiyfalj 
upon  the  Britifh  Miniftry — whofe  inactivity  and  indo¬ 
lence  are  not  to  be  conceived — we  fhould  yet  have 
been  baffled,  it  the  meafures  taken  by  them,  after  they 
were  fully  apprized  of  our  defign,  had  not  been  fo  ill 
conducted  ;  if  the  perfons  employed  to  execute  their 
orders  had  not,  by  committing  enormous  blunders 
themlelves,  made  ours  of  no  confequence — for  we  com¬ 
mitted  blunders  too  ;  and,  above  all,  if  the  good  for¬ 
tune  ofMarfhal  Richelieu  had  not  fmoothed  every  diffi¬ 
culty  before  him,  fo  as  to  make  him  triumphant  at  the 
very  moment  when  he  expected  it  the  leafl,  and  began 
to  defpair  of  fuccels. 

Admiral  Byng  failed  from  England  the  6th  of 
April,  was  detained  at  fea  by  calms  and  contrary 
winds,  and  did  not  arrive  at  Gibraltar  till  the  2d  of 
May.  It  was  the  8th  before  he  could  fail  again  from 
that  port ;  and,  the  wind  frill  proving  unfavourable, 
he  did  not  arrive  off  Minorca  before  the  19th:  to 
this  time  there  was  no  complaint  again  fl:  him  ;  but 
here,  according  to  the  depofitions  ot  the  witneffes 
taken  at  his  trial,  commences  a  feries  of  charges, 
the  refult  of  which  is,  that  he  did  not,  on  that  day, 
life  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
opportunity  to  throw  luccours  into  the  place,  be¬ 
fore  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  fleet that  on  the 
next  day,  when  iu  fight  of  that  fleet,  he  did  not  do 
all  that  was  to  be  expected  of  an  able  and  expe¬ 
rienced  Officer,  to  bring  it  to  a&ion  ; — and  lartly,  that 
having  been  roughly  handled,  without  being  beat,  he 
returned  to  Gibraltar,  though  he  might  have  repair¬ 
ed  his  damages,  kept  the  lea,  and  made  a  laft  effort 
to  accomplish  the  principal  objedt  of  his  commiffion, 
that  of  conveying  Officers  and  Engineers,  at  lead,  into 
the  port  of  St.  Philip,  if  it  were  impoflible  for  him 
to  land  large  bodies  of  troops.  Upon  the  proof  of 
thefe  charges  he  was  condemned,  and  underwent  a 

fentence. 
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ientence,  rigorous  Indeed,  but  yet  juft,  whatever  may 
have  been  fa  id  of  it,  inafmuch  as  it  was  ftridtly  conform¬ 
able  to  the  law. 

The  fault  of  M.  de  la  GalifToniere  was  that  which 
almoft  all  Frenchmen  are  guilty  of  in  naval  commands, 
the  differing  his  enemy  to  get  the  weather-gage  of  him, 
which  prevented  his  purfuing  him  with  fuch  advantage 
as  the  defeat  would  otherwife  have  given  him.  He  laid 
himfelf  by  this  means  under  the  neceffity  of  not  rifquing 
a  purfuit,  becaufe  he  might  poftibly  have  afforded  Ad¬ 
miral  Byng  an  opportunity  of  flipping  by  him  ;  and 
the  eflential  objedt  of  his  operations  was  to  block  up 
the  port.  His  fine  line  of  battle  however,  was  greatly 
admired,  although  he  was  to  leeward  during  the  whole 
action. 

Various  accounts  having  been  given  of  the  refpective 
force  of  thefe  fquadrons,  we  think  it  neceflary  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  they  were  nearly  equal  for  if  the  enemy 
had  $2  guns  and  210  men  more  than  we,  the  ftronger 
make  of  our  fhips,  the  weight  of  metal,  and  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  refrelhing  and  relieving  our  crews,  mere  than 
balanced  that  advantage. 

Notwithftanding  this  avowal,  which  is  dye  to  hiftorL 
cal  veracity,  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  if  the  failure  of 
Admiral  Byng  was  aggravated  by  the  fatal  confequences 
which  it  gave  birth  to,  the  vidtory  of  M.  de  la  Ga- 
lifloniere,  moderate  as  it  was  in  itfelf,  ought,  from  the 
importance  of  the  fervice,  to  have  appeared  great  in 
the  eyes  of  the  nation  ;  and,  without  doubt,  he  would 
have  ftiared  in  the  triumph  of  Marfhal  Richelieu,  and 
the  acclamations  of  the  capital,  if  the  laurelled  ho¬ 
nours  of  his  brow  could  have  protected  him  from  the 
ftroke  of  death  :  he  died  on  the  road,  near  Fontain- 
bleau,  where  the  Court  was  at  that  time.  In  him 
Fi  ance  loft  her  belt  Sea  Officer.  He  had  much  know¬ 
ledge,  which  is  very  uncommon  in  that  line  ;  and  his 
courage  was  not  impaired  by  it  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  improved,  by  acquiring  a  rational  foundation.  His 
abilities  were  equally  adapted  to  adtion,  council,  and 
adminiftration.  We  have  feen  him  Governor  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  where  he  fowed  the  firft  feeds  of  that  jealoufy, 

which 
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which  afterwards  grew  up  in  our  neighbours,  by  fug- 
getting  to  the  Miniftry  thofe  vaft  ideas  of  extenfive  do¬ 
minion,  which  were  realized  by  his  fucceflors.  He  was 
afterwards  appointed  commiflary,  in  conjunction  with 
hi.  de  Silhouette,  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  limits  of 
Acadia,  to  counteract  the  Englifli  commifTaries  ;  whole 
realonings  he  totally  difconcerted  by  the  fubtlety 
of  his  arguments.  In  a  word,  he  was  the  firft  in 
this  war  who  humbled  the  Britiih  flag  ;  and  unfortu¬ 
nately,  it  mutt  be  added,  he  was  the  laft.  After  the 
engagement  off  Minorca,  the  French  fcarce  experi¬ 
enced  any  thing  by  fea  but  lofles,  and  what  is  worfe, 
fhame  and  difgrace. 

Notwithflanding  the  confternation  which  the  befieg- 
ed,  whole  whole  dependence  now  lay  on  a  feeble  gar- 
rifon,  might  naturally  be  expeCted  to  be  thrown  into  by 
the  defeat,  of  their  Admiral,  they  did  not  yet  defpair, 
and  in  this  they  derived  no  fmall  afliftance  from  us. 
The  careleflnefs  with  which  Marfhal  Richelieu  had  be¬ 
gun  the  attacks — where  people  of  the  profeflion  charg¬ 
ed  him  with  eflential  omiffions — was  the  caufe  that  the 
land  operations  for  the  liege  were  but  little  advanced. 
From  this  circumftance  accidents  had  happened,  fuch 
as  might  have  been  forefeen,  and  could  not  be  repaired 
without  much  trouble,  care,  and  lofs  of  time.  DiAem- 
pers  had  got  among  the  army,  and  the  General  had> 
in  confequence,  been  obliged  to  order  all  the  fruit-trees 
in  the  environs  to  be  dettroyed  ;  but  there  was  no  re¬ 
medy  againtt  the  heat  which  began  to  be  intolerable, 
the  expedition  having  taken  place  too  late  in  the  feafon. 
The  ammunition, which  they  had  ufelefsly  laviflied  away, 
began  to  fail ;  and  it  became  neceffary  to  difpatch  from 
Toulon  and  Marfeilles  continual  fupplies  of  men,  pow¬ 
der,  balls,  bombs,  cannon,  &c.  which  they  were  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fend  for  from  Strasbourg,  fo  ill  had  their  precau¬ 
tions  been  taken!  At  length  the  advances  were  fo  flow, 
that  the  Court  determined  to  order  M.  de  Valliere,  a 
celebrated  officer  of  artillery,  to  Minorca ;  and  he  was 
no  fooner  fet  out,  than  he  learned  that  his  prefence 
was  unneceflary. 

While  thefe  things  were  patting,  the  raflinefs  of  the 
Marfhal  fuggefted  to  him  a  refolution  not  lefs  wild  than 

his 
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his  preceding  conduft  had  been,  and  yet,  being  found¬ 
ed  on  the  known  charadter  of  the  nation,  it  was  the  on¬ 
ly  chance  of  fuccefs.  This  was,  to  abandon  all  the 
regular  attacks  which  had  been  begun,  to  advance  up¬ 
on  the  open  ground,  and  to  aflault  at  once  all  the  out¬ 
works,  by  which  the  body  of  the  place  was  defended. 
By  a  fortunate  coincidence  of  events,  the  fecond  in 
command,  whofe  name  was  Jeffrys,  and  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  age  of  the  Governor,  had  the  entire 
management  of  the  defence,  defigned  that  very  night 
to  carry  off  a  party  of  our  people,  that  for  fome  days 
had  been  ordered  up  to  fire  upon  the  befieged,  by  way 
of  exercifing  them,  making  them  acquainted  with  the 
avenues  of  the  advanced  works,  and  efpecially  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  the  enemy  lels  attentive  to  our  motions, 
whenever  they  diould  be  more  ferious.  Jeffrys  was 
overpowered  by  the  ardor  of  our  troops,  and  taken  in 
his  own  fnare. 

Soon  after  this,  and  in  defiance  of  the  terrible  fire  of 
the  befieged,  they  leaped  into  the  ditches,  which  were 
17  feet  in  aepth,  and  fixed  their  fcaling-ladders,  which 
were  but  ten  feet  long.  This  inconvenience  did  not  in¬ 
timidate  the  grenadiers  ;  mounted  on  each  others 
moulders,  they  fealed  the  rock,  and  polled  themfelves 
on  the  fummit.  An  adt  fo  wonderfully  daring  aftonifh- 
ed  the  garrifon,  and  the  old  Governor,  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that,  notwithdanding  the  little  lofs  they  had  fuf- 
tained  *,  and  the  good  condition  of  the  troops,  which 
were  not  in  the  lead  harrafled,  and  were  plentifully 
fupphed  with  every  thing  they  wanted  ; — notwithdand¬ 
ing  the  condition  of  the  fortrefs  itfelf,  which  was 
equally  good,  and  capable  of  holding  out  a  confidera- 
ble  time  ;  particularly  as  the  befiegers  had  nothing  in 
readineis  for  this  new  mode  of  attack notwithdand¬ 
ing  the  probability  of  fuccours  arriving  from  Gibraltar, 

with  the  return  of  the  fquadron  in  greater  force _ the 

council  of  war  refolved  to  capitulate. 

Marflial  Richelieu  thought  himfelf  perfedtly  happy 
in  receiving  fuch  a  propofal,  and  granted  the  entiny 

the 


*  The  lofs  of  the  Englifh  did  not  amount  to  more  than  three 

TlTJu  kllied>  ai\d  five  wounded,  and  feventy-one  private  killed, 
ayd  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  wounded. 
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moft  honourable  terms.  Upon  entering  fort  St. 

11  lip  ;  feeing  the  immenfe  quantity  of  provifions  and 
ammunition  which  it  contained;  the  garrifon,  free  from 
fatigues,  repofing  in  fuperb  cafemates  with  the  fame 
iecunty  as  it  they  had  not  been  befieged ;  the  fortrefs 
dug  in  the  body  of  a  rock,  cannon  proof ;  ditches  of 
an  enormous  depth,  and  mines  in  great  number  and 

lxtent’  Efficient  to  fwallow  up  whole  battalions  ; 
the  French  were  terrified  at  the  dangers  they  had  in-’ 
cuired:  their  fatigues  and  Ioffes  appeared,  as  nothing 
in  companion  with  their  triumph  ;  they  fcarce  dared 
to  believe  it.  A  clear  proof  how  much  courage  raifes 
a  man  above  himfelf,  and  what  extraordinary  efforts  it 
makes  him  capable  of  in  the  face  of  danger,  is,  that 
when  the  General  wanted  the  troops  to  repeat  their 
bold  enterprife,,  they  never  could  atchieve  it  in  cold 
blood ;  they  were  amazed  and  confounded,  themfelves,  at 
u  Prodi§ies  ^e7  had  accompliflied  in  the  lafl  adtion  of 
the  fiege,  one  of  the  mod  glorious  that  ever  occurred. 

We  mud  not  omit  one  anecdote,  which  does  as  much 
honour  to  the  Marfhal,  who  could  conceive,  fo  fublime 
a  thought,  as  to  the  loldiers,  who  were  capable  of 
feeling  it.  7  his  was,  when  he  found  he  could  not  re¬ 
drain  the  drunkennefs  of  the  troops  by  any  feverities, 
he  caufed  proclamation  to  be  made,  that  whoever 
fhould  be  found  in  a  date  of  intoxication,  fliould  not 
be  differed  to  mount  the  trenches.  This  fort  of  difgrace 
was  more  formidable  to  them  than  the  common  punifli- 
mcnts,  and  never  did  the  pulpit  make  fo  many  or  fuch 
fudden  converts ;  fobriety  became  a  fafhionable  virtue. 

It  was  not  till  alter  this  fiege  was  begun,  and  in 
fome  degree  of  forwardnefs,  that  the  King  of  England 
thought  proper  to  declare  war.  It  leemed  as  if  he 
wanted  to  perfuade  the  other  powers  of  Europe,  that 
he  was  forced  to  this  meafure  by  fuch  a  violent  aggref- 
fion  on  the  part  of  France.  In  faff,  General  Blakeney, 
Governor  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  in  purfuance,  no  doubt, 
ot  indrudtions  he  had  received  from  home,  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  Marfhal  Richelieu,  at  his  landing  upon  the 
ifland,  to  inquire  what  his  intentions  were,  being  igno¬ 
rant,  as  he  laid,  of  any  rupture  between  his  M  after  and 
that  of  his  Excellency.  The  Marfhal,  who  underdood 
raillery  replied,  that  he  had  only  landed  his  army  there , 


OF  LEWIS  XV. 


69 


to  ad  in  the  fame  manner  'with  refped  to  the  Ettglifh  ter - 
ritoriesy  as  the  Jhips  of  his  Britannic  Majejly  had  a  Pled 
<with  refped  to  thofe  of  the  King  of  France. 

The  Court  of  Verfailles  having  perfifted  to  this  pe¬ 
riod  in  the  fame  profeffions  of  peace,  did  not  make  any 
declaration  of  war  till  after  that  of  the  court  of  Lon¬ 
don.  The  principal  motive  for  this  conduct  was,  to 
free  the  Dutch  from  fome  difficulties,  they  would  other- 
wife  have  lain  under.  Upon  the  firft  motions  made  by 
the  French,  England  had  demanded  of  the  Republic 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty,  to  be  fupplied  when¬ 
ever  that  kingdom  fhould  be  threatened  with  an  inva- 
fion.  But  Count  dVUFry,  the  Miniflry  of  France  to 
the  States  General,  reprefented  to  them,  that  they 
were  under  no  obligation  to  furnifh.  thefe  fuccours,  but 
for  the  purpofe  of  enabling  England  to  adt  upon  the 
defenfive  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  die  was  in  this  in- 
flance  the  aggrefior,  and  the  King  his  matter  was  there¬ 
fore  entitled  to  require  the  performance  of  covenants 
entered  into  between  him  and  the  Republic  ;  that,  for 
the  prefent,  however,  he  had  no  other  intention,  but 
to  infill;  upon  a  perfedt  neutrality.  The  Count,  by  his 
add  refs,  gained  filch  an  influence  over  their  delibera¬ 
tions,  that  this  point  was  carried.  In  confequence  of 
which,  he  foon  after  informed  them,  that  the  French 
troops  would  not  be  furfered  to  make  any  incurfions 
into  the  territories  of  the  Republic;  and  he  likewife 
renewed  the  promife  of  neutrality,  concluded  a  few 
days  before  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  for  the  Auf- 
trian  Netherlands. 

1  he  taking  ot  Mahon  was  a  thunder-ftroke  upon 
England.  On  the  contrary,  it  threw  Paris  into  the 
mol  violent  rejoicings.  T  lie  hero  ol  the  conquefi:  was 
celebrated  in  every  poffible  way  ;  the  people  crave 
themfeives  up  to  an  indecent  and  extravagant  mirth  ; 
aim,,  in  1  he  general  madneis,  the  Government  had  gi¬ 
ven  its  fandticn  to  a  fong,  which,  being  intended  to  be 
lung  at  the.  Comcdie  Franpifey  that  is,  on  the  national 
itage  an  .  intention  by  no  means  befitting  its  modera- 
tion,  gravity,  or  foreflght— might  have  produced  ef- 
jedts,  that  could  not  afterwards  have  been  remedied. 

I  his  retiedhon  occurred  in  time ;  the  vaudeville  was 

fuppreft, 
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fuppreft,  and  confined  to  the  cabinets  of  the  curious 

It  is  too  entertaining  and  too  hiftorical  not  to  deferve 

a  place  among  the  p.eces  fclefled  to  throw  light  upon 
our  narrative*  &  uPon 

The  exertions  ufed  at  Toulon  to  fit  out  the  fan-, 

dron  of  M.  de  la  Galiffoniere,  did  not  flacken  hofe  at 

the  other  ports.  Bef.des,  the  fquadron  under  M 

^“b'g7’  w,bo  was  ftationed  at  Martinico,  and,  nof 

hndhsftfrnmS  ll‘S  Weabne^s  Preferved  the  Windward  If- 
lands  from  all  apprehenfion  of  danger  :  another  of 

peater  force  f,  commanded  by  M.  Perier  afferted  th~ 

1/ D  A  fourth,  at  the  head  of  which 

was  M.  BeauffierJ,  had  failed  for  Canada,  with  troops 

f  Cer!l  Aa,nd^he  MarHu,s  de  Montcalm,  who  was  w 
ucceed  M.  Dielkau.  To  conclude,  the  Marquis  de 
Conflans  who  continued  in  Breft-road,  with  twelve 
-  ups  of  the  line  §,  which  it  was  given  out,  were  to  be 

increafed 

*  This  fang  (hall  be  inferted  in  the  Appendix,  No.  V. 

folLLg  mips?"121  the  °f  Febr“^’  “d 


La  Courageux 
La  Protee 
L'  Amphion 
L'  Aigle 

La  Fleur  de  Lys 
L'  Emeraude 


Guns. 

74  - 
64  - 

5°  - 
5o  - 
30  - 

a* 


Captains  Mefl*. 
Perier,  Commodore 
Roquefeuilt,  Captain 
De  Vienne,  ditto 
St.  Allouarn,  ditto 
Marni-ere,  Lieutenant 
Treoudal,  ditto 


+  1 .  areouaai,  ditto 

Cn-  a  j  °Ut  th.e ,  beginning  of  April,  and  confided  of  three 
fmps  fitted  out  as  pinks,  and  three  frigates,  namely  • 

^Captain4  m°Unting  onIM6,  M.  Beauflier,  Port 

f4/Uns’  mounting  36,  M.  Montalais,  Captain 
Le  Leopard ,  of  60,  mounting  z6,  M.  Germain,  Port  Lieute¬ 
nant 

La  Lie, me,  of  30,  M.  la  Rigaudiere,  Lieutenant 
“  \auvaS^  Of  30,  M.  de  Tourville,  ditto 
La  Syrene ,  of  30,  M.  Brugnon,  ditto 

§  This  fquadron  confided  of  the  following  fhips  • 

Le  S, led  Royal,  of  80  guns,  M.  de  Conflans,  Lieutenant  Cene- 

Le  of  80,  the  Chevalier  de  Beaufremont,  Ccmmc- 

Le  Defenfeur,  of  74,  M.  de  Blenac,  Captain. 

Le 
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increaled  to  twenty,  gave  the  Englifh  much  uneafinefs, 
and  obliged  them  to  keep  their  whole  force  at  home,  for 
fear  they  fhould  have  occafion  for  it  to  oppofe  a 
defcent:  an  alarm,  which,  even  allowing  it  to  be  without 
foundation,  they  could  not  but  attend  to,  becaufe 
it  might  be  realized  by  any  neglect  of  neceifary  de¬ 
fence. 

France,  by  a  wife  diftribution  of  her  forces,  though 
much  inferior,  and  the  mafterly  plans  of  Adminiftra- 
tion,  was  fuccefsful  this  year,  not  only  in  Europe,  but 
in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  both  in  defeating  the 
projects  of  her  enemies,  and  in  gaining  confiderabJe 
advantages  over  them.  For  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
ifland  of  Minorca  was  taken,  in  Europe,  the  natives  of 
India,  inftigated  and  conducted  by  the  fortunate  Bufly, 
drove  the  Englifh  from  Calcutta,  Fort  William,  and' 
all  the  fettlements  they  had  on  the  coaft  of  Bengal. 
They  loft  by  this  expedition  above  50  millions  in  fpecie, 
befide  the  great  advantage  that  accrued  to  them  from 
their  trade  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  In  Canada, 
we  had  made  ourfelves  matters  of  Fort  Bull,  where 
they  had  formed  confiderable  magazines  of  provifions 
and  ftores,  for  the  purpofe  of  befieging  Niagara  and 
Fi  ontenac* 

The  ftift  fuccefs  which  was  neccftary  to  our  defence 
was  foon  followed  by  vigorous  attacks,  after  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  and  the  reinforcement 

he 

La  Snperbe ,  of  70,  M.  cTAche,  ditto 

La  Sphinx ,  of  64,  M.  de  Coufage,  ditto  * 

Le  Bienfaijant,  of  64,  M.  de  Chateloyer,  ditto 
V Apollon,  of  50,  Le  Chevalier  de  Rohan,  ditto. 

DIVISION  of  ROCHEFORT. 

Le  Dauphin  Royal,  of  70  guns,  M.  du  Verger,  Captain 
Le  JuJle,  of  70,  le  Chevalier  de  Macnemara,  ditto 
La  Capricieux,  of  64,  M.  Defgouttes,  ditto 
L'Eveille,  of  64,  M.  de  Mcrville,  ditto 

V Inflexible,  of  64,  M.  Tilly,  ditto.  i; 

frigates. 

La  Brune,  of  50  guns,  M.  de  St.  Lazare,  Captain 
La  Blonde ,  or  30,  M.  de  Trederne,  ditto 
L' Amethfl ft e,  o'  30,  M.  d'Herly,  Lieutenant 
La  Cmete ,  of  30,  M,  de  Saint-Vi&oret,  ditto. 
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he  brought  with  him.  Chouaquen  or  Ofwego,  Onta- 
riq,.  and  Fort  George,  were  taken  ;  the  adventurous 
ipirit  of  M.  Rigault  de  Vaudreuil,  who,  at  the  head  of 
a  body  of  Canadians,  fwam  over  a  river  to  cut  off  the 
communication  of  the  forts,  decided  the  conqueft ;  the 
refult  of  which  was,  turning  againft  the  enemy  all  the 
ammunition  they  had  colledled,  at  a  great  expence  ; 
which  completely  difconcerted  their  plan  of  operations 
for  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

The  French  met  but  with  one  dilafter,  which  was 
the  capture  of  the  Arc-en-ciel ,  a  man  of  war  of  56 
guns,  commanded  by  M.  de  Belinghan*  carrying  men 
and  (lores  to  Louifbourg.  He  fell  in  with  a  fquadron 
of  the  enemy,  which  was  cruifmg  off  that  Aland,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  accomplifhed  his  commiftion,  and  was 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  iuperior  force.  But  the  feeds 
oi  thofe  misfortunes,  which  followed,  were  already 
perceived,  in  the  profeftional  fpirit  of  the  Royal  navy, 
ready  to  break  out,  and  produce  its  ufual  ill  confe- 
quences,  whenever  it  was  freed  from  the  reftraint  of  a 
hrm  and  refpedted  Minifter.  It  was  this  infernal  pro- 
fefilonal  fpirit  that  deprived  M.  Beauftier,  before 
Cape  Breton,  not  of  his  own  glory,  but  of  that  he 
might  have  obtained  for  the  French  flag,  if  he  had 
been  propeily  fupported.  Engaged  ftngly  between  two 
Eng hih  iliips,  he  was  obliged  to  fight  for  (even  hours, 
in  fight  of  the  llluflve  a  fliip  of  his  own  fquadron,  of 
64  guns,  which,  having  been  becalmed  by  ill  manage¬ 
ment,  made  none  of  thofe  efforts  which  are  ufed  in 
like  cafes,  to  come  up  with  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
The  Cap  tun  of  this  fliip  was  M.  de  Montalais,  of 
whom  we  i  ave  already  made  honourable  mention,  but 
who  on  this  occafion  forfeited  his  character.  He  was 
fo  much  the  more  culpable,  as  he  was  known  to  be  a 
fkilful  and  brave  feaman  ;  and  therefore,  that  which  in 
another  would  be  imputed  to  cowardice  or  ignorance, 
was  in  him  placed  to  the  fcore  of  envy.  Beauftier, 
though  of  a  family  engaged  in  Port  employments  for  a 
century  paft,  was  neverthelefs  regarded  by  the  officera 
of  the  navy  *  as  a  man  of  mean  birth.  Being;  himfelf 

a  Port 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Port-Officers,  though  ranking  with 
the  others,  are  not  confuiered  by  them  as  making  part  of  the 

grand 
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a  Port  Captain,  neither  his  exalted  capacity,  nor  his 
exa£l  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  fervice,  could  abo- 
lifh  that  {lain  in  the  minds  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  in 
whole  opinion  birth  is  the  firft  qualification.  Even 
his  abilities  enhanced  his  crime,  in  their  eyes  ;  becaufe, 
being  for  that  reafon  highly  in  favour  with  M.  Ma- 
chault,  he  became  fo  much  the  more  the  objeft  of 
their  jealoufy,  as  they  were  apprehenfive  of  feeing 
him  foon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  General  Officer. 
The  campaign  of  1755,  had  done  him  great  honour; 
he  commanded  the  Defenfeur  in  M.  de  Salvert’s  fqua- 
dron,  and  the  flern  countenance  he  maintained  had 
kept  at  a  dillance  the  Englifh  fhips,  which  chafed 
them  on  their  departure  from  Louifbourgh  :  the 
brilliancy  of  this  action  might  have  procured  him  a 
flag. 

Such  was  the  private  motive  of  M.  de  Montalais* 
conduct.  M.  de  la  Rigaudiere,  Commander  of  the 
Licome  frigate,  not  able  to  refill  this  mean  jealoufy, 
behaved  himfelf  equally  ill,  and  did  not  obey  the 
chafing  fignal,  under  pretence  of  the  fame  treacherous 
calm.  What  proved  the  futility  of  this  pretence,  was, 
that  M.  de  Breugnon,  Captain  of  the  Syrene ,  defpifing 
fuch  fentiments,  found  wind  enough  to  obey  the  fig- 
nal,  and  with  true  magnanimity,  facrificing  his  vanity 
to  his  duty,  paffed  by  a  brig  which  his  frigate  might 
eafily  have  taken,  and  boldly  bore  down  to  the  two 
large  Blips,  galling,  and  embarraBing  their  movements, 
by  which  he  gave  the  Her  os  time  to  recover.  That 
Hup,  though  Hie  had  80  of  her  hands  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed,  and  her  rigging  cut  all  to  pieces,  yet  kept  up  a 
fire  fupenoi  to  that  of  both  the  fhips  of  the  enemy, 
and,  the  wind  fpringing  up,  the  affailants  quitted  her 
and  fheered  off. 

A  ftronger  proof  ftill,  than  any  argument,  of  the 
mifconduft  of  the  lllujire  and  the  Licorne,  is,  that 
when  the  iailors  of  thoie  two  fhips  went  on  board  the 
Heros  to  give  affiftance,  the  crew  of  the  latter  ex- 
V°l.  III.  E  prefled 

grand  corps ;  becaufe  they  are  not  obliged  to  produce  proofs  of 
Nobility,  are  not  chofen  from  the  company  of  Marine  Guards, 
and  leldom  rife  but  by  their  merit. 


?  4  the  private  life 

prefled  their  reientment  by  reproaches,  invectives,  and 
even  the  in  oft  humiliating  abufe  ;  that,  upon  ’their 
return  to  Louilbourgh,  the  inhabitants  loaded  with 
piaifes  the  people  of  the  difabled  Her  os,  and  ridiculed 
the  nice,  unruffled  drefs  of  the  Illujlre  and  Licorne  ; 
and  finally,  that  M.  de  la  Rigaudiere,  to  avoid  fio  dif- 
graceful  a  comparifon,  left  his  fquadron,  under  favour 
of  a  fog,  and  chofe  to  run  the  rifque  of  another 
crime,  by  returning  direCtly  to  France. 

This  pride,  fo  interwoven  with  the  efTence  of  the 
Royal  navy,  has  been  the  caufe,  that  they  have  al¬ 
ways  held  the  mod:  ufeful  and  mod:  refpeCtable  of 
their  employments  to  be  unworthy  of  them,  that  is, 
protecting  commerce,  and  conveying  fleets.  This 
part  of  the  fervice,  which  is  attended  with  lead;  hq- 
nour,  is  infinitely  more  difficult  than  many  brilliant 
actions  ;  it  requires  a  deep  knowledge  of  the  fcience, 
a  continued  vigilance,  an  unremitting  feverity,  a  zeal 
capable  of  facrificing  every  thing  to  the  objeCt  of  its 
duty  ;  qualities,  not  one  of  which  is  often  to  be 
found  among  thefe  Gentlemen.  Tliey  might  perhaps 
have  acquired  them,  if  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  had 
remained  in  place,  and  had  had  leifure  to  punidi  ig¬ 
norance  or  ill  intentions.  M.  Chauvreau,  Captain  of 
the  Hermione  of  26  guns,  and  M.  Mefchin,  command¬ 
ing  the  Friponne ,  of  24.  guns,  convoying  a  fleet  of 
frnall  fhips  from  Bourdeaux,  deferved  to  have  been 
made  an  example  of.  Having  been  informed  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  port,  that  a  frnall  frigate  and  two 
privateers  had  been  feen  on  the  watch,  and  that 
they  might  eafily  take  them,  thefe  officers  not  only 
negie&ed  to  look  after  them,  but  leaving  their  little 
fleet  out  at  fea,  moored  themfeives  at  night  under 
the  cannon  of  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  and,  after  having  taken 
care  of  themfeives,  left  the  reft  to  chance  :  in  confe- 
quence  of  this,  the  enemy  took  a  conftderable  number 
of  the  barks  ;  which  produced  warm  reprefentations^ 
from  the  Chambers  of  Commerce  at  Nantz,  Bourdeaux, 
and  Rochelle,  who  were  interefted  in  the  matter. 
They  complained  no  lefs  of  M.  d’Aubigny,  who,  by 
his  inattention  to  the  Martinico  fleet  under  his  care, 
differed  it  to  be  difperfed.  Part  of  ft,  valued  at  five 

millions. 
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millions*,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  ano¬ 
ther  part  was  forced  to  take  ilielter  in  neutral  ports. 

At  laft,  upon  the  return  of  M.  Perier,  it  was  difco- 
vered,  that  the  campaign  had  by  no  means  been  a  glo¬ 
rious  one  ;  feveral  capital  mifdemeanours  were  impu¬ 
ted  to  him,  fuch  as  not  having  availed  himfelf  of  the 
fuperiority  of  his  force  over  that  ot  the  Englifli,  and 
not  having  deftroyed  them  in  the  latitude  of  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  ;  of  having  traded  in  the  colony,  with  extor¬ 
tion  and  fcandalous  oppreflion  ;  not  having  brought 
fafe  home  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  intruded  to  his 
care,  more  especially  when  near  the  coafl:  of  France  ; 
and  having  negledted  to  attack  a  convoy  of  the  enemy, 
confiding  of  25  fail,  which  he  might  with  eafe  have 
made  himfelf  mafler  of.  To  thefe,  was  added  the  ill 
treatment  he  had  given  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Revenue, 
while  the  fquadron  was  laid  up,  and  of  which  the 
Directors  had  made  heavy  complaints  to  the  Mi¬ 
nistry.  All  thefe  faults  proceeded  from  another 
radical  fault  in  the  corps,  that  fordid  avidity,  which 
engroffes  a  Naval  Officer,  who  is  too  often  accuflomed 
to  gratify  it  with  impunity  by  lucrative  acquisitions, 
and  to  make  the  interefl:  of  the  State  fubordinate  to 
his  own. 

Ail  thefe  culprits  remained  in  fafety,  by  the  conni¬ 
vance  of  their  brethren,  who  ought  to  have  been  the 
firft  to  promote  a  reform  in  the  corps.  Orders  had  in¬ 
deed  been  given  to  M.  Dugne,  who  commanded  in  that 
department  at  Breft,  to  inflitute  the  neceflary  inquiries 
into  the  conduct  of  Meflieuis  de  Montalais  and  de  Ja 
Rigaudiere,  “  but ”  fays  a  journal  of  that  place,  “  the 
“  depofltions  contained  nothing  of  confequence  againft 
“  the  accufed.  The  Commandant  faid  to  thofe  that 
4<  were  called  as  wltnefles  :  Speak  out ,  fear  nothing  ;  you 
“  muft  J 'peak  the  whole  truth ,  But  they  had  met  with 
“  Major  Rozilly  in  the  antichamber,  who  had  cautioned  •* 
“  them  to  weigh  what  they  faid,  becaufe  it  was  a 

“  hanging  matter - —and  thus/*  adds  the  hiftorian, 

“  the  King  is  feryed  L 

E  2  M.  de 

*  Upwards  or  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
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M.  de  laRigaudiere,  however,  could  not  endure  the 
flings  of  his  own  confcience,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
probability  he  had  of  efcaping  as  well  as  his  comrade, 
he  refolved  to  do  juftice  on  himfelf :  he  was  found' 
hanging  in  a  ganet  at  his  own  houfe  j  a  Ipecies  of  he- 
roifm,  which  wafhed  away  his  crime  in  the  eyes  of 
many  people,  and  caufed  him  to  be  pitied.  He  was 
brother  to  M.  de  1  Eguille,  an  officer  of  diftindtion  in 
the  lame  corps,  and  whofe  fevere  reproaches  contribu¬ 
ted  not  a  little  to  drive  him  to  fuch  an  a6l  of  de- 
fpair. 

As  for  Meflieurs  de  Chauvreau  and  Mefchin,  they 
had  no  other  punifhment  than  that  of  being  laid  by  ; 
M.  d’Aubigny  continued  Commander  of  a  fquadron* 
and  M.  Perier  had  too  much  the  ear  of  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals,  not  to  be  able  to  juftify  himfelf. 

Thus,  while  at  London  they  were  (Looting  Byng — 
who  had  indeed  incurred  the  letter  of  the  law,  °but 
had  defended  himfelf  with  great  prefence  of  mind,  by 
excellent  arguments,  and  in  a  manner  fo  prevailing 
even  with  his  Judges,  that  they  folicited  his  pardon--- 
we  in  France  left  unpnnifhed  officers'  inconteftibly 
guilty,  accufed  of  the  meaneft  crimes,  without  a  {in¬ 
gle  circumftance  in  their  favour,  and  againft  whofe 
conduct  the  depositions  of  their  crews,  the  petitions 
of  entire  bodies  of  men,  and  the  national  voice,  uni¬ 
formly  pleaded.  It  was  theie  traitors  to  their  country, 
that  made  the  greateft  outcry  againft  the  fentence  of 
the  Englifh  Admiral,  becaufe,  when  they  turned  their 
eyes  upon  themfelves,  they  faw  how  much  more  wor¬ 
thy  they  were  of  punifhment.  It  was  thefe  very  men, 
who,  by  holding  up,  as  anadtof  extreme  cruelty,  the 
inflexibility  of  that  Monarch — influenced  by  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  great  example,  and  impreffed  with  the  truth 
of  that  maxim,  which,  however  dreadful,  is  politi¬ 
cally  juft  ;  that  that  one  jbould  die  for  the  fafety  of  a 
whole  people — almoft  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  blafl:  his 
character  in  the  public  opinion.  But  whatever  may  be 
faid  of  the  oppofite  conduft  of  the  two  States,  it  was 
eafy  to  forefee,  which  would  be  the  conqueror.  The 
Court  of  London  foon  gained  the  fuperiority  in 
point  of  negotiation.  In  truth,  while  the  French 

were 
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were  congratulating  themfelves  on  the  treaty  of  Vi¬ 
enna,  the  Englifh  coniidered  it  as  a  political  event  of  a 
brilliant  afpeft,  from  the  novelty  of  the  fpeftacle  it 
afforded,  but  difadvantageous  at  the  bottom,  inafmuch 
as  we  could  not  acquire  the  fnendfhip  of  the  1  loule 
of  Aufh'ia,  without  making  an  enemy  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia,  whom  they  looked  upon  to  be  no  lefs  formi¬ 
dable  ;  and  therefore  they  embraced,  without  delay, 
the  opportunity  of  allying  themfelves  to  him.  By  this 
management,  the  King  of  England  acquired  a  Pro¬ 
testor  for  his  electorate  of  Hanover  ;  as  to  the  reft, 
he  made  no  doubt,  that  the  ambition  of  his  new  ally 
would  embroil  Germany,  and  engage  us  in  aland 
war,  which  was  fo  greatly  for  his  intereft  Senfible,  at 
lift,  of  the  fault  we  had  committed,  in  negleCting 
and  giving  umbrage  to  this  Monarch,  we  difpatched 
M.  de  Vallory  to  Berlin  ;  but  it  was  too  late  ;  the 
blow  was  ftruck,  and  before  the  year  was  at  an  end  we 
were  to  feel  the  fatal  effeCts  of  it. 

The  conduCl  of  England  towards  Spain  was  not 
lefs  politic.  She  was  the  Power  moil  neceffary  to  us 
in  the  prefent  conjuncture,  and  we  could  not  flatter 
ourfelves  with  the  profpeCt  of  making  head  againft  the 
former  by  fea  without  the  affiftance  of  the  latter.  But  the 
fuccefs  depended  upon  the  inftant,  while  our  navy,  yet 
frefh  and  in  full  vigour,  could  join  that  of  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty,  and  furnilK  that  example  and  energy 
which  they  ftood  in  need  of.  No  time  ought  to  have 
been  loft  to  prefs  and  goad  on  their  indolence,  to  point 
out  their  true  interefts  ;  or  rather,  we  ought  to  have 
made  fure  of  fo  effential  anally  before  we  had  rifqued 
a  rupture.  On  the  other  hand,  how  did  our  rival  aCt, 
who  tnew  better  than  we  did  the  importance  of  Spain  ? 
She  Toothed  them  into  tedious  negotiations ;  affeCted  to 
accept  of  their  mediation  ;  gave  up  fome  articles  of 
trade,  that  might  have  become  fubjeCts  of  difpute  ; 
paffed  over  fome  aCts  even  of  injuftice  committed 
againft  her  fubjeCts,  fome  affronts  offered  to  her  flag, 
and,  while  fhe  thus  kept  this  formidable  nation  inactive, 
fire  kept  Portugal  in  fubfervience  to  her  interefts,  and 
obtained  for  her  defence  gold  and  diamonds  from  the 

mines 
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i wines  of  Brazil,  which  that  kingdom  engaged  to  work 
tor  her  profit. 

,  avail  her felf  more  fully  of  this  refpite,  die  prefled 
King  of  Pruflia  to  lole  no  time,  that  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  make  a  powerful  diverfion.  Accordingly, 
while  France  was  hefitating  how  fhe  Hiould  aft  with  re- 
gard  to  Hanover — reftrained  on  one  hand  by  Icruples 
infringing  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  to  which  die 
was  guarantee,  and  on  the  other,  certain  of  doing  it 
without  danger,  becaufe  the  head  of  the  Empire  was 
ner  ally-— the  Pruffian  Monarch,  lefs  delicate,  and 
more  decifive,  fent  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick  into 
Saxony,  at  the  head  of  6o,ooo  men,  who  took  pof- 
lemon  of  Leipfic.  This  invafion  was  accompanied  with 
a  manitefto,  in  which  he  declares  himfelf  forced  to  this 
enterprize,  to  prevent  the  hoflile  defigns  of  his  enemies. 
He  pretends,  that  the  Emprels  Queen  had  armed  firfl: ; 
that  the  choice  of  peace  or  war  is  in  her  hands  ;  that 
fne  has  only  to  make  an  explicit  declaration  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  of  her  military  preparations,  and  public  tranquil¬ 
lity  will  be  reftored.  He  protells,  moreover,  that  he 
legards  the  Saxon  teriitories  merely  as  a  depofit,  which 
he  will  reflore  to  the  King  of  Poland,  as  foon  as  he 
can  without  danger. 

Tnat  Monarch,  being  taken  unprovided,  leaves 
Drefden,  after  having  made  to  his  enemy  all  the  of¬ 
fers  of  neutrality  which  his  prefent  fituation  could  fug¬ 
ged:,  and  having  received  this  mortifying  anfwer  :  JVkat 
you  propofe ,  does  not  fuit  me  ;  /  have  no  terms  to  make . 
He  retired  to  Pirna,  where  feventeen  thoufand  Saxons 
were  encamped,  under  Count  Rutowiki. 

lo  Sept  f>ru^'lan  Majefty  arrived  the  fam|  day 

at  DrelHen,  placed  a  garrifon  in  the  city,  ef- 
tablifhed  at  Torgaw  a  board  of  officers  to  receive  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  dripped  the  arfenals  of  all 
the  arms  he  found  in  them,  for  his  own  ufe,  raifed  new 
levies  of  troops,  feized  upon  all  the  money,  providons, 
and  ammunition,  he  had  occadon  for  and  demanded 
of  the  Queen  of  Poland  the  keys  of  the  archives  of  the 
Houfe  of  Saxony.  That  Princefs,  more  refolute  and 
more  intrepid  than  her  hulband,  refufed  to  deliver 
them.  Upon  her  refufal,  they  prepared  to  break  open 
the  doors.  In  vain  did  fhe  place  herfelf  before  them, 

making 
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making  her  own  perfon  their  bulwark  ;  neither  her 
perion  nor  her  courage  were  refpe&ed  ;  the  facred  ca¬ 
binet  was  violated,  and  thole  papers,  which  were  ot 
confequence  -for  the  conqueror  to  lee  and  to  have  in  his 
pofteflion,  were  taken  away.  Furnifhed  with  thefe 
documents,  which  lerved  only  to  confirm  his  refolu- 
don,  he  caufed  the  camp  at  Pirna  to  be  inverted,  while, 
from  that  which  he  occupied  at  Zedlitz,  he  commanded 
in  Saxony  as  a  conqueror.  It  was  to  no  purpoie  that 
the  Emperor  fummoned  him  to  withdraw  his  troops 
from  the  Electorate,  under  pain  of  incurring  the  pe¬ 
nalties  preferred  by  the  laws  of  the  Germanic  body  ; 
whole  liberties  the  Prulhan  Monarch  gave  out  he  was 
come  to  preferve  ;  he  replied  to  this  judicial  procefs  by 
the  battle  of  Lowofitz  The  news  of  this  he  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  Queen-Mother,  by  the  following-  note 
in  his  own  hand.  44  This  morning  I  have  gained  a 
**  viCtory  over  the  Auftrians.  Great  abilities  were  ex- 
“  erted  on  both  Tides  ;  the  event  was  doubtful  lor  lome 
“  hours,  but  at  laft  it  pleafed  God  to  give  us  the  fu- 
44  periority.”  Whatever  the  Auftrians  may  alledge 
in  their  own  accounts,  it  was  undoubtedly  a  victory, 
inafmuch  as  Count  Brown  was  prevented  from  fulfilling 
the  grand  objeCt  of  his  operations,  which  was  to  tree 
Saxony  ;  and  King  Auguftus  was  obliged  to  retire* 
with  the  Prince  Royal,  to  the  Caftle  of  Konigftein, 
while  his  army,  after  attempting  in .  vain  to  elcape, 
was  reduced  to  the  deplorable  extremity  of  furrender¬ 
ing  themfelves  pri loners  of  war,  and  all  this  in  lefs  than 
a  fortnight.  The  letter  of  Auguftus  II.  to  his  Gene¬ 
ral,  authorizing  him  to  aCt  according  as  his  own  difere- 
tion,  or  the  neceffity  of  the  fituation,  fhould  prelcribe, 
in  difpofing  of  the  army,  explains  this  problem  better 
than  any  argument.  It  proves  this  Prince  to  have 
been  actuated  by  impreffions,  either  of  the  moft  abjeCt 
terror,  or  the  moft  abandoned  defpair.  There  are  eveji 
words  which  indicate  both.  fVe  mujl  (fays  he)  fub- 
mit  to  the  decrees  of  Providence,  and  comfort  ourj elves 
• with  the  reditude  of  our  fentiments  and  intentions ; 
Thefe  are  the  natural  expreflions  of  a  mind  funk  under 
a  load  of  forrow.  He  recovers  from  this,  and  adds, 
44  my  enemies  would  impofe  upon  me  the  moft  humili- 
“  ating  conditions,  adapted  to  the  defperate  ftate  of  my 

44  affairs. 


«  Af  1  cannot  hften  to  them.  I  am  an  independ- 
„  ,  ni  pnS  j  and  as  fuch,  I  will  live  and  die;  my 
laft  breath  /hall  expire  with  honour.”  Again  he  re- 
Jtples.  “1  leave  totally  to  your  difcretion  the  fate  of 
„  ZTmy  >  }he  Council  of  War  determine,  whe- 
„  her  y°u  1111111  iurrender  prifoners,  perifh  with  your 

«  “n?  >'our  hands>  or  Perifl1  by  famine.— I  pledge 

“  ruf  t0  yoH*.  that  y°u  1,11111  r‘ot  be  made  lefponfi- 
.  ?  for  zny  thing  all  I  require  of  you  is,  that  you 
will  not  lerve  agamft  me  or  my  allies. ” 

The  capitulation  foon  followed  ;  it  was  fingulaily 
inarked  by  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  mirth.  He  declared 
to  his  brother  King*  that  if  he  would  give  him  this 
army,  there  was  no  neceffity  to  make  them  prifoners  f 
Upon  the  demand  of  fiibfiftence,-;he  anfwers:  Granted 
and  to-day ,  rather  than  to-morrow  f.  With  regard  to 
tne  Body  Guards,  which  his  Polifh  Majefty  defiled 
inomd  be  fent  back  free,  he  refufed,  and  added  :  “  a 

t(  n]ai?  mu^  maci>  t0  let  troops  go,  whom  he  is  once 
Ct  malter  in  order  that  they  may  oppofe  him  a  fe- 
c,0nd  an<^  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  make 

tneni  prifoners  again  §.”  When  precautions  were 
mentioned  to  afcertain  the  fupply  of  provifions  to  the 
troops,  he  took  this  upon  himfelf,  and  affured,  that 
it  fhould  be  more  regulaily  paid  than  heretofore. 

Such  was  the  refult  of  the  alliance  contracted  by  the 
King  of  Poland  with  the  Emprefs  and  the  Czarina. 
JHe  loft  his  army  and  his  Electorate,  and  received,  as  a 
favour,  the  permiftion  of  retiring  into  his  other  domi¬ 
nions  ,•  where  he  was  holden  in  fuch  contempt,  that 
not  one  of  his  fubjeCts  could  even  venture  to  propofe 
giving  him  any  afliftance.  During  the  whole  of  this 
war,  he  no  more  made  his  appearance  on  the  fcene. 
The  Queen,  who  fupported  her  dignity  better,  anima¬ 
ted  by  the  blood  of  Auftria,  which  circulated  in  her 

3  7  No<v  ve*ns>  wou^  not  Drefden  ;  but  unable 
’to  fupport  herfelf  under  the  affliction  with 
which  Hie  was  confumed,  ftie  died  there  a 
year  after. 
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This  aggreflion  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  a  mailer-piece  of  prudence,  forefight,  activity, 
and  boldneis  in  politics.  But  was  it  equally  flridt  and 
juft  in  the  eyes  of  equity  ?  Certainly  lo ;  not  only  il 
he  had  got  proofs  of  the  plot  laid  to  deprive  him  of  his 
dominions,  but  even  if  he  had  fufpicions  fufficient  to 
ground  his  alarms  upon,  and  to  determine  him  to  dif- 
cover  a  myilery,  which  there  was  fo  urgent  a  neceffity 
to  deted ;  a  myilery,  the  depth  of  which  he  could  no 
otherwife  fathom,  than  by  a  fudden  and  fecret  inva- 
fion.  The  conlequences  fhewed,  that  his  conjectures 
were  but  too  well  verified  ;  that  he  had  not  a  moment 
to  lofe  ;  and  that  if  he  had  not  crufhed  the  Eledor 
his  rival,  while  that  Prince — reilrained  lefs  by  princi¬ 
ples  of  juilice,  than  by  the  convidion  of  his  weaknefs— 
was  hefitating  upon  the  mode  of  preventing  him,  he 
would  have  fallen  himfelf  under  the  number  and  ef¬ 
forts  of  his  formidable  enemies.  The  critical  fituation 
in  which  that  Monarch  has  frequently  been  fince  that 
time,  notwithflanding  the  inadion  of  Saxony,  and  not- 
withflanding  the  jundion  of  that  Power—  iince  all  its 
troops <were  incorporated  with,  and  ferved  to  augment 
his  own  army— jutiified  his  conduct,  and  the  regularity 
of  his  proceedings.  The  King  of  Pruflia,  who  was 
compared  to  Mandriri  at  Paris  *,  and  fo  often  filled  the 
illujirious  robber,  will  only  be  confidered  by  pofleiity, 
better  informed,  as  having  been  the  moil  refolute,  moil 
enterprising,  and  moil  adive  of  all  the  Sovereigns  his  , 
cotemporaries. 

There  was  one  confideration  which  might  have 
checked  this  Monarch,  had  he  been  a  lefs  profound  po¬ 
litician  ;  this  was,  the  apprehenfion  of  exciting  France 
againil  him,  the  fenfibility  of  which  kingdom  he  well  j 
knew.  The  affront  given  to  the  Dauphin’s  father-in- 
law,  could  not  fail  of  raifing  a  violent  ferment  there  ; 
the  tears  of  an  auguil  daughter-in-law,  the  felicitati¬ 
ons  of  the  Prince  her  huiband,  and  the  example  of 
what  had  pail  before,  mult  all  have  concurred  in  mak- 

E  5  ing 

V  - 

*  The  curious  Tongs  that  were  Tung  at  the  time  upon  this  Tub- 
je6b,  deferve  tp  be  preferved.  as  hiltorical  pieces.  See  the  An* 
ptndix,  No.rYl, 
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,.nS],h‘nfl  aKPPreh.end  a  rupture.  But  this  rupture  being 
had  atdJl  Ct’  he  7“  °n'7  before-hand  with  it  :  he 

that  Power  feen  tha  Senerous  and  blind  zeal  of 

Uat  Fewer  for  the  intereft  of  their  allies  •  he  forefW 

fiftanceseyftim  W  CtJnfine  themfelves  lo  the  af- 
knew  t!ft  Pk  d  5he  treaT  of  Verfailles ;  he 
r  ’  t!lat  by  means  of  the  Chevalier  Dousdas  and 

we  /halM^*7  ftlH  r°re  dextrous  (an  anecdole  which 
we  (hall  have  occafion  to  develop  hereafter)*  thev 

la^dTH6^1!!®16''5  -he  treaty  of  Ruflia  with’  Eng- 

1dm  til  f  ^r1  dete,rml"ed  the  Czarina  to  turn  againft 
>m  the  fourfcore  thoufand  men  defigned  at  firft  for 

SoPn°rV  HenClpfe  ,rat’]er’  *  accflemting  tlfe£ 

wi/h  /mvl  Eng!and’  which  urged  him  to  it, 

lela,,&|  Cr  fa.cl,lT  to  lupport  the  maritime  war.  He 

to  Fran  1°^  tnerefore.’  the  giving  of  a  perfonal  affront 
preventing  Count  Broglio,  AmbafTador 

nhat  pJ  rMaJffV°;he  Ki"S  of  Poland-  ‘0  repair  to 

called  him6  A  VFa'ia^’  Wh,ele  hls  public  charader 
fnAllr  ,  It  ,As  Frede.nc  could  not  mean  to  commit  an 

-vervtMnvh1'^,  m0t'Ve’  ,a"d  a5r  he  bad  a  reafon  for 
bv'tu;.  §bedld>  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  he  hoped 

■Are adt t0  r6tard  the  coulfe  of  the  negotiations 
e heady  entered  upon,  and  to  obflrua  a  dangerous 
communication.  &  s 

However  this  may  be,  his  Minifter  Plenipotentiarv 

mon  received  orders  to  leave  the  Court,  and  M  de 

,/allory  to  return  into  France  without  taking  leave 

Che  land  war  was  refolved  upon,  and  Count  d’Eftrees 

was  appointed  to  go  and  confult  with  the  Court  of  Vi- 

■<Thf’  thr  means  of  being  ferviceable  to  that  Power 

Franck  “  1  TkA‘With  the,  munificence  common  to 
i  ranee,  as  a  fubftitute  to  the  24,000  men  they  were 

obliged  to  furnifh,  and  which  were  claimed  by  the 

ing  o  Poland  but  which  had  been  made  to  march 

‘  flint"1  t  le  PrecedinS  autumn- to  raife,  the  following 

of  Maifbil  t’lr  ‘•°,00i°  me"’  under  the  c°mmand 
i  ivlanhal  d  Eftrees,  in  order  to  a&  with  eclat  in  Weft- 

phalia, 

finrt  htr5  rP,7r°n  here  a,luded  t0>  '»  Mademoifelle  d’Eon  fent 

“^eChla^LTgu‘nt0R“ffia'  andaft"Wards  35 
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nlralia.  This  army  was  Toon  after  followed  by  two 
others :  one  upon  the  Upper  Rhine  commanded  by 
Marfhal  Richelieu,  and  another  on  the  Main  by  the 
Prince  of  Soubife.  Thefe  two  aft  Generals  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Marchionefs.  .  The  firft  had  carried  it 
by  his  merit,  but  he  foon  fell  a  iacnice. 

'  The  Court  of  Vienna,  with  which  he  had  juit  com-- 
certed  the  plan  of  the  campaign*,  had  fupported  him 
with  its  credit,  in  order  that  the  execution  of  it  might 
be  intrufted  to  him.  He  was  thwarted  by  a  cabal  ; 
and,  his  haughty  character  di'daining  that  fupplenels, 
and  being  repugnant  to  the  abfolute  dependence  re¬ 
quired  bv  the  favourite,  he  was  dilgraced. 

In  fadt,  though  Madame  de  Pompadoui  no  longer 
retained  over  her  auguft  lover  that  empire  which  the 
allurement  of  the  fenfes  gives,  yet  her  influence  had 
not  diminifbed  ;  it  even  encreafed  every  day,  and  it 
was  that  lady  who  reigned,  under,  the  fnadow  oi  the 
Monarch’s- authority.  He  was  delighted  to  find  a  per- 
fon  on  whom  he  might  throw  the  weight  of  his  Ciown; 
and  the  Marchionefs,  in  order  the  better  to  fupport  it, 
had  for  fome  time  given  herlelf  up  entirely  to  politics'. 
It  was  the  Abbe  Count  de  Berms  who  had  initiated  her 
into  the  rnyfleries  ot  this  fcience.  I  his  Abbe,  a  man  ot 
quality,  but  poor,  had^  at  firft  given  himlelf  up  to  his 
tafte  for  wit  and  pleaiure.  He  had  early  accjuired  a 
feat  in  the  Academy  of  France,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  any  benefice.  One  day,  when  he  was 
foliating  the.  ancient  Blfhop  of  Mirepoix,  that  prelate 
anfwered  him  :  Monfteur  VAhU,  it  is  in  •vain  that  you 
importune  me  ;  c while  you  continue  to  make  njerjes^  and 
do  not  alter  your  mode  of  Life,  you  fhall  hiwe  nothing • 

» — JVell,  my  Lord,  replied  the  other  with  an  arch  fmile, , 
then  1  'will  •wait. 

He  was  an  amiable  man,  polite,  and  infmuating  with 
the  women  ;  he  was  upon  exceecing  good  terms,  nay 
upon  the  beft,  as  it  has  always  been  thought,  with 
Madame  d’Etioiles.  He  kept  her  company,  at  the  time 
of  the  journies  of  Lewis  to  the  army,  and  comforted 

her 


*  See  the  Explanations  >  prefentej  tojhc  King ,  by  Marjbal 
d'Ejlre'eSj  printed  in  1758. 
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her  during  his  abfence.  for  fire  did  not  always  go  with 
Jma  .  the  example  of  Madame  de  Chateau-roux  alarm- 

ed  her  ;  and  if  cunofity,  or  the  neceffity  of  fatisfying 
he  earned  defires  of  the  King,  obliged  her  fometim  J 

o  remove  witn  the  greateft  fecrecy,  fire  foon  returned 
into  her  folitude. 


The  pofition  in  which  the  Able  de  Bernis  found  tom- 
el  awakened  his  ambition.  Ernbaffies  being  the  kind 
of  dignity  mod  compatible  with  his  profeffion,  he  made 

himlelt  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  interefts  of 
Princes  and  gave  lnftruftions  to  the  favourite.  Thus 
it  was  that  they  improved  each  other.  After  having 
lent  him  into  different  Courts,  where  he  was  commiffi- 
oned  to  give  a  great  idea  of  this  lady,  and  to  ccn- 
cihate  the  Sovereigns  to  her,  fi,e  had  him  recalled  to 
V  enables,  introduced  him  into  the  Council,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  him  Mintfter  for  foreign  affairs. 

In  the  fummit  of  grandeur  to  which  Madame  de 
Pompadour  was  railed— when  fheafted  as  Madame  de 
Afaintenon  had  done,  when  fire  appointed  the  Minifters 
and  the  Generals,  received  the  Ambafladors,  and  was 
m  correfpondence  with  all  the  foreign  Powers— the 
fving  him. elf  judged  proper  to  obferve  more  decency, 
m  an  mtercourfe  wherein  fenfual  gratifications  had 
no  fliare.  Accordingly,  all  the  fecret  communica¬ 
tions  m  his  apartment  at  Verfailles,  and  in  his  other 
palaces,  were  walled  up;  the  Marchionefs  was  ap- 

7  Feb  Pomte^  L^y  of  the  Bedchamber  to  the  Queen, 
and  prefented  in  that  quality,  by  the  Duche/s 
de  Luynes,  the  mod  audere  woman  of  the  Court,  and 
the  favourite  of  her  miftrejs. 

In  order  to  keep  up  an  appearance  of  confiftency, 
with  this  affectation  of  prudery,  Madame  de  Pompa¬ 
dour  detei mined  the  King,  who  could  not  commence 
the  war  without  oppreffng  his  people,  to  give  the  fird 
example,  and  retrench  part  of  his  houfehold.  He  got 
rid  of  fever al  fets  or  hounds,  and  a  great  number  of 
race-horfes,  in  both  the  dables.  There  were  alfo  fome 
regulations  made  refpe  Cling  the  little  journies,  to  make 
them  lefs  expensive  :  it  was  refolved,  that  there  diould 
be  no  more  public  fedivals  at  Court ;  and  the  works  of 
the  Louvre  were  fufpended.  Unfortunately,  there  was 

more 
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more  {hew  than  reality  in  all  this  ;  even  the  Minifters 
made  a  jeft  of  this  hypocrify;  Count  d’Argenfon  fai,d, 
that  theie  favings  were  fo  trifling  an  object,  that  they 
would  fcarce  ierve  to  enrich  a  Commiffaiy  of  provifi- 
ons  during  the  war.  A  little  time  after,  the  old  man¬ 
ners  were  refumed  again,  and  matters  became  worfeand 
worfe ;  for  licentiouinels  is  always  greater  after  a  refor¬ 
mation;  it  is  a  torrent  retrained,  which  overflows  with 
greater  violence. 

Neverthelefs,  under  cover  of  thefe  facrifices,  the 
King  was  thought  authorized  to  demand  the  new 
fubfidies  required  for  a  war,  which  extended  itfelf  to 
the  continent,  and  was  going  to  let  Europe  in  flames. 
The  fixteen  millions  *  voluntary  donation  of  the  cler¬ 
gy,  had  been  but  as  a  drop  of  water  ;  the  refource  of 
renewing  the  leafe  of  the  farms,  which  encreafing  the 
donation  by  a  few  millions,  had  produced  flxty  extra 
millions  f,  was  exhaufted.  Funds  were  wanted  for  the 
approaching  campaign: — M.  de  Sechelles  was  no  longer 
in  office  ;  being  appointed  Comptroller-General,  upon 
the  difmiffion  of  M.  Machault,  he  had  been  promoted 
to  this  dignity  by  unanimous  choice,  but  did  not  main¬ 
tain  his  reputation.  From  one  of  the  firft  Intendants 
of  the  army  that  had  ever  been  employed,  he  became 
an  indifferent  Miniffer  of  finance.  His  only  ads  of  ad- 
miniftration  were  to  fupprefs  the  under  farmers,  which 
was  very  much  cenfured  ;  and  to  increafe  the  numbers 
of  Farmers  General  from  40  to  60  ;  a  manoeuvre 
which  was  not  lefs  blamed,  inafinuch  as  it  was  con¬ 
firming  more  and  more  the  influence  of  thofe  public 
characters,  odious  to  the  nation,  who  are  called  by  de- 
lifion,  the  columns  of  the  State ,  but  who  are  too  really 
the  deftroyers  and  tyrants  of  it.  He  was  worn  out 
with  labour,  and  infirm  ;  his  head  was  grown  weak, 
and  he  gave  a  proof  of  it,  in  pointing  out  to  the  King, 
liis  fon-in-law,  M.  de  Moras,  for  his  (uccdTbr,  a  man 
of  the  moft  (lender  capacity  of  any  that  had  for  a  long 
time  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  finance.  . 

It  is  at  this  period  that  Marfhal  Noailles  *3  * 

a  bad 


*  Between  fix  and  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
'f'  Two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
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3  commander,  but  a  great  politician,  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  citizen — foreseeing  the  misfortunes  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  made  a  pretence  of  his  very  advanced  age,  and 
obtained  his  Majefty’s  leave  to  retire  from  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ;  where  he  was  Succeeded  by  Marfhal  BelleiOe.  It 
was  imagined,  that  this  Nobleman— who  had  pafTed 
his  life  in  the  mod  afliduous  dudy,  either  at  the  head' 
of  the  armies,  or  intruded  with  the  highed  embadles 
and.  mod  important  affairs — who  was  perfonally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  the  Princes  in  Europe — who  had 
vifited  their  refpeCtive  couutries,  and  thoroughly  weigh¬ 
ed  their  intereds  and  their  powers— would  prove  a 
worthy  fubdituteto  his  predeceffor. 

To  the  adminidration  of  M.  de  Moras,  we  are  to 
afcribe  the  beginning  of  that  multitude  of  taxes  with 
which  France  hath  Since  been  burthened,  without  in¬ 
terruption,  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV. 
He  Set  out  under  the  mod  Sniffer  aufpices,  by  caudng 
a.  Bed  of  Juftice  to  be  holden  at  Verlailles,  for  the  re- 
gidering  of  three  money  edicts.  An  advantage,  which 
might  at  lead  have  been  derived  from  the  lad  So  glo^ 
rious  war,  that  of  making  the  enemies  defray  the 
charges  of  it,  had  been  neglected.  The  King’s  gene- 
rodty  has  been  greatly  extolled,  in  having  gratuitoufly 
redored  to  them  the  conqueds  he  had  made  ;  but 
had  he  not  been  compelled  to  it  by  the  Secret  caufes 
before  mentioned— caufes  which  by  intrigue  and  jea^ 
loufy  were  reprelented  to  him  as  more  urgent — this 
generofity,  exercifed  at  the  expence  of  the  intereds 
and  happinefs  of  his  people,  would  have,  been  much 
mifplaced. 

The  intoxication  of  fucceis  had  precluded  this  re¬ 
flection,  when,  in  1749,  the  prolongation  of  the  fird 
rvingtiemty  was  propofed,  not  only  as  the  means  of 
clearing  the  debts  of  the  State,  but  alfo  as  an  operation 
of  ceconomy,  which  being  joined  to  the  order  his  Ma- 
jedy  meant  to  eftablifh  in  his  affairs,  was  to  furnifh  him 
with  refources  capable  of  fecuring ,  in  times  of  neceffityy 
the  glory  of  his  kingdom ,  and  the  tranquility  of  the  al¬ 
lies  of  his  Crown  y  without  being  obliged  to  ha<ve  re- 
cvurfe  to  extraordinary  means.  An  expectation  So  flat¬ 
tering  had  alleviated  the  burthen  of  the  new  impod. 
The  fird  edict  that  was  regidered  dedroved  the  illufion  ; 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  87 

the  public  were  informed  in  it,  that  after  a  couile  of 
even  years,  the  Government  was  hill  very  far  from  the 
end  propofed,  and  that  the  diminution  ol  the  debts  was 
fo  little  advanced,  notwithftanding  the  payment  of  the 
hrft  <vingtieme,  that  they  were  obliged  to  aftefs  a  fe- 
cond,  that  is,  to  employ,  almoft  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  thofe  refources  his  Majcfty  had  meant  to  avoid, 
or  to  referve  for  the  1110ft  extreme  exigencies.  .  The 
two  other  edidls  were  nothing  more  than  additional 
taxes.  The  confternation  was  univerial  :  the  leveral 
Courts,  likewife,  began  that  long  train  of  remon- 
ftrances,  the  obftinacy  of  which  concurred  exceedingly 
in  their  annihilation;  but  none  of  them  fignalized  them- 
felves  more  on  this  occafion,  than  the  Court  of  Aids. 
M.  de  Malefherbes,  fen  of  the  Chancellor,  was  then 
at  the  head  of  them.  He  was  eager  to  manifeft  his 
patriotifm,  and  to  efface  the  fhame  brought  upon  the 
name  of  Lamoignon,  by  his  father,  who  was  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  oppreflive  will  of  the  Monarch.  There 
can  be  nothing  better  compofed  than  the  remonftrances 
of  his  tribunal  upon  this  iubjed.  They  produced,  at 
leaft,  in  preference  to  the  reft,  the  effeCt  of  deter¬ 
mining  the  King  to  fettle  the  uncertain  duration  of 
thefe  impofts.  His  Majefty  anfwered,  that  they  fhould 
be  fuppreffed  on  the  day  c-f  the  ceftation  of  hoftili- 
ties,  inftead  of  that  of  the  conclufion  of  the  peace. 
This  is  the  time  to  refeue  thefe  writings  from  the  in¬ 
jurious  oblivion  to  which  Miniftry  endeavours  to  con- 
iign  fuch  precious  monuments  of  zeal,  which  cannot 
be  made  too  public*.  In  them  we  fhall  fee  the 
origin  and  progreftlon  of  the  evils  of  France,  traced 
from  the  improper  afTeffment  of  the  taxes,  from  the 
odious  modes  of  collecting  them,  from  the  total  neg¬ 
ligence  of  the  proper  formalities,  and  efpecially  from 
the  arbitrary  exertions  which  have  always  been  fubfti- 
tuted  to  legal  proceedings ;  and  we  fhall  be  convinced, 
that  there  is  no  phyfician  fkilful  enough  to  fave  the 
kingdom,  unlefs,  as  in  defperate  difeafes,  where  the 
knife  and  cautery  are  ufed  to  deftroy  gangrened  parts, 

violent 

*  Thefe  remonftrances,  too  long  to  be  inferted  here,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix,  No,  VII, 
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violent  means  are  employed  to  reftore  it;  or  unlefs, 

to  ufe  the  expreflion  of  a  young  and  ardent  foldier*. 

lull  ol  energy  and  patriotifm,  be  Jhould  temper  our  fouls 
ane-vu  f .  J 

.  concurrence  of  general  and  private  calami¬ 

ties  with  which  France  was  affixed— when  the  peo¬ 
ple,  notwithstanding  the  firft  fuccefles  of  the  war,  were 
opprefTed  with  new  taxes,  and  upon  the  leaft  reverfe 
of  fortune  threatened  with  others  more  confiderable— 
when  the  Parliament,  feparated  and  difperfed,  was  in¬ 
capable  of  forming  any  cppolition  to  them — when 
the  clergy,  difcontented,  groaned  under  the  oppreffi- 

lycy.  Pns  P1  Church,  its  Priefls  in  confinement, 
its  Bifhops  in  exile — and  when  the  prefump- 
tive  heir  to  the  kingdom,  languishing  in  involuntary  in¬ 
action,  was  incenfed  to  fee  a  woman  fill  thofe  important 
fundtions,  which  the  indolent  Monarch  ought  to  have 
committed  to  him  alone — there  happened  a  dreadful 
catafli  ophe,  which,  though  unexpeaed,  was  immediate¬ 
ly  referred  to  feme  of  thefe  fatal  caufes. 

K  Jan  t^ie  eve  °*  Tvvelfth-day,  an  attempt 

3  J  was  made  to  affaiTmate  Lewis  XV.  in  his  pa¬ 
lace,  in  the  midft  of  his  guards,  furrounded  by  the  great 
officers  of  the  Crown,  and  in  the  prefence  of  his  fon.  He 
was  getting  into  his  coach  to  go  to  fupper,  and  to 
fieep  at  Trianon,  when  he  felt  himfelf  hurt  by  a  fmart 
ftroke  on  the  right  fide,  between  the  ribs  ;  it  was  about 
fix  o’clock,  and  dark  ;  under  the  arch-way,  which  was 
very  little  lighted,  there  was  the  ufual  crowd  of 
Courtiers  and  idle  perfons  always  eager  to  fee  the 
King.  The  intenfenefs  of  the  cold,  obliged  the  fpec- 
tators  to  wrap  themfelves  up  in  their  great  coats  : 
the  regicide  had  one,  and,  after  having  perpetrated  his 
crime,  he  had  put  his  knife  up  into  his  pocket,  had 
mixed  with  the  crowd,  and  might  perhaps  have  efcaped 
under  this^gencral  difguife,  if  he  had  had  the  precaution 
to  keep  his  hat  in  his  hand,  as  every  body  elfe  did.  His 
Majedy  perceived,  by  the  blood  running  down,  that  he 

was 


*  See  the  preface  to  the  Taffies  of  M.  de  Guibert, 
*f*  *$7/  tie  retrempe  nos  awes. 
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was  wounded  ;  he  turned  about,  and,  feeing  a  Granger 
with  his  hat  on,  and  a  wildnefs  in  his  look,  faid,  with 
the  greatelh  compofure,  There  is  the  ?nan  *who  Jlruck  me  ; 
take  him  up ,  and  do  him  no  hurt. 

The  King,  however,  was  foon  feized  with  terror, 
which  was  increafed  by  thofe  who  were  about  him  ; 
the  wound  might  be  mortal,  and  though  flight,  might 
become  fo,  if  the  weapon  were  poifoned.  The  King 
was  put  to  bed  ;  the  burgeons  were  lent  for;  the  Queen 
and  the  Royal  Family  came  about  him  ;  he  did  not  fee 
his  tender  miftrefs,  and  judging  that  the  had  been  put 
out  of  the  wray,  that  they  concealed  his  danger  from 
her,  and  that  this  w^as  his  laft  day,  lie  afked  for  a  Con- 
feffor.  His  own,  and  his  Chaplains  could  not  be 
found;  a'  common  pi  left  was  hopped  to  do  this  deli¬ 
cate  office.  In  vain  did  he  make  excufes,  and  urge  his 
ignorance,  faying,  that  he  did  not  know  how  to  give 
the  abfolution  to  Kings ;  he  wras  taken  by  force  and 
conducted  to  his  Majefly,  and  was  obliged  to  fee  this 
auguft  penitent  at  his  feet.  Confufton,  anxiety,  and 
terror,  prevailed  thus  in  the  palace,  till  next  day;  when 
the  burgeons  having  taken  off  the  dreffings,  found,  in- 
ftead  of  a  wound,  nothing  more  than  a  large  bleeding 
orifice,  which  would  not  have  prevented  a  private  in¬ 
dividual  from  attending  to  his  affairs. 

During  this  interval,  every  attempt  had  been  made 
to  gain  from  the  affaffin  the  neceffary  informations  re- 
fpedling  fo  enormous  a  crime  :  the  imagination  w^as  be¬ 
wildered  in  corjedtures  of  all  birds.  The  firfl  thing 
he  faid,  the  moment  of  his  being  feized,  had  only  ferv- 
ed  to  redouble  the  alarms,  and  the  fulpicions  of  a  deep- 
laid  and  meditated  confpiracy  againft  the  whole  of  the 
Royal  Family  :  he  had  cried  out,  with  the  tone  of  a 
man  penetrated  with  remorfe,  and  who  has  great  things 
to  difclofe  :  Take  care  of  the  Dauphin ,  doti  t  let  him  fiir 
out  all  day. 

The  1  ow  of  the  body  guards,  and  of  the  hundred 
Swifs,  through  wffiich  the  parricide  had  made  his  way, 
when  he  lilted  his  hand  up  againft  the  King,  wrere 
tranfported  with  rage.  The  Duke  D’Ayen,  officer 
upon  duty  near  his  facred  perfon,  exafperated  that  this 
attempt  fhould  have  been  committed  under  his  eye, 

had 
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Had  given  rigorous  orders  to  have  the  criminal  quefti- 
oned  immediately,  and  to  extort  his  horrible  fccret 
-10m  him.  The  blind  and  fatal  zeal  of  thefe  military 
)nen>  educed  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  moft  cruel 
treatment  to  force  him  to  (peak  ;  they  pinched  his  leys 
wit  red  hot  pincers,  and  would  thus  perhaps,  have 
lereened  him,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Clement,  by  a  too  fpee- 
dy  death,  from  exemplary  punidiment  and  the  purfuits 
^  Grand  Provo fi  of  the  Hotel,  to  whom 
t  e  cognizance  of  this  crime,  committed  in  the  palace 
belonged,  had  not  feized  upon  the  regicide.  From  his 
more  regular  mode  of  proceeding,  the  alarms  were 
loon  quieted,  refpe&ing  the  caufes  and  the  confe- 
quences  that  were  dreaded  by  this  affaflination.  It 
was  found  that  the  parricide,  whofe  name  was  Robert 
rrancis  Damiens ,  born  in  the  province  of  Artois,  among- 
tne  lower  clafs  of  people,  and  having  been  nothin^ 

l  an  a  ^00tnian>  had  not  been  urged  on  to  this 
deed  by  any  reward,  inflation,  or  advice;  that  he 
was  not  even  a  religious  fanatic,  as  Clement  and  Ra- 
vaillac^  were,  but  a  fanatic  of  patriotifm ;  or  rather  a 
man  lazed  with  a  frenzy,  out  of  his  fenfes,  a^crious 
madman,  who,  impelled  involuntarily  to  his  crime,  had 
wilhed  to  avoid  committing  it,  by  quieting,  in  the  ufu- 
al  manner,  the  effervefcence  of  his  blood;  he  protefted, 
that  if  he  had  been  let  blood  as  he  defired,  he  fhould 
not  have  been  guilty  of  it. 

At  the  fir  ft  news  of  the  King’s  aflaftination,  which 
reached  the  capital  a  few  hours  after,  every  thing  was 
in  commotion  :  the  Princes  of  the  blood,  the  Nobles  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  principal  Magiftrates  repaired 
to  Verfailles ;  the  Archbifhop  ordered  prayers  for  forty 
hours ;  and  the  public  diverlions  were  doled.  But 
what  a  difference  was  there  between  this  epocha  and 
that  of  the  King  s  illnefs  at  Metz  !  The  monfter,  who 
had  dared  to  lift  his  hand  againft  the  Lord's  anointed \ 
was  undoubtedly  detefted  and  execrated  ;  inquiries 
were  made  after  the  Monarch  ;  all  the  details  of  this 
incredible  cataftrophe  was  fearched  into  ;  but  it  was 
from  motives  of  curiofity,  and  not  of  concern  ;  no 
fears  were  Hied  ;  the  churches  were  empty.  A  great 
leifon  for  Lewis  XV.  had  he  been  capable  of  receiving 
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it,  and  had  not  adulation  difguifed  from  him  the  real 
fentiments  of  his  people  1  Damiens,  indeed,  did  not 
conceal  them  from  him.  He  had  the  boldnefs  to  write 
a  letter  to  his  Majefty,  in  which,  through  the  midft  of 
his  nonfenfe  and  coarle  language,  a  phdolopher  who 
reflects,  may  trace  the  feries  of  ideas  with  which  the 
mad  writer  was  imprefted,  and  would  readily  account, 
without  any  other  information,  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  been  led  on  to  conceive  his  abominable  project. 

Damiens  had  been  a  fervant  in  feveral  reputable  fa¬ 
milies ;  he  had  lerved  the  Jefuits,  fome  Janfenifts,  and 
fome  Magiftrates.  The  luxury  of  our  tables,  the  pa¬ 
rade  and  form  of  ferving,  requires  a  greater  number  of 
footmen  than  our  anceftors  had  it  has  therefore  be¬ 
come  neceflary  to  increafe,  and  to  furround  ourfelves 
with  them  at  our  meals ;  at  every  one  of  which  there 
are  as  many  fervants  as  guefts  ;  our  idlenefs  has  even 
fuppreft,  for  fome  time,  the  prudent  cuftom  of  fending 
them  away  at  the  deflert  ;  in  thofe  moments,  when, 
the  heat  of  wine  provoking  the  unrulinefs  of  the 
tongue,  we  give  way  with  confidence,  either  to  the  vi¬ 
olent  emotions  of  indignation  excited  in  a  ftrong  mind, 
againft  the  authors  of  the  evils  of  the  ftate,  or  to  the 
poignant  fallies  of  the  malignant  gaiety  of  wit ;  for  in 
this  capital,  where  defpotifm,  ever  watchful  againft  li¬ 
berty,  obliges  us  to  maintain  the  greateft  referve  in  pub¬ 
lic  places,  we  often  choofe  to  indemnify  ourfelves  in 
the  interior  of  our  houfes,  by  the  moft  republican  and 
moft  licentious  converfation.  Damiens  had  been  in  a 
fituation  to  hear  fome  of  thefe  converfations  every  day, 
either  from  one  party  or  another.  Guilty  of  theft,  af- 
faftlnation,  and  poiloning,  he  was  not  one  of  thofe  men 
who  are  fuiceptible  of  a  religious  or  political  enthu- 
fiafm,  which  often  leads  thofe/aftray  whom  it  poffeiles, 
and  which  is  equally  productive  of  heroic  virtues  or 
atrocious  crimes ;  but  he  was  of  a  gloomy  and  ardent 
difpofition  ;  the  ferment  in  other  men’s  minds  had  in- 
finuated  itfelf  into  his,  and  his  blood  violently  agitated, 
had  exalted  his  brain  even  to  madnefs.  As  the  com¬ 
plaints  he  inctflantly  heard,  either  from  men  of  the 
church,  or  of  the  law,  or  from  good  citizens  affe&ed 
with  thefe  diiputes,  were  always  turned  againft  a  vici- 
^  /  ous 
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ous  Admimftration  ;  he  was  too  ignorant  to  know,  that 
a  Sovereign  being  nothing  more  than  the  reprefenta- 
tjve  of  the  State,  cannot  in  faft  have  any  diftinft  inte- 

hetht°of 'h'  Hk8  dr  n0t  comPrehend,  that  if,  in  the 
heignt  of  his  imbecility,  extravagance,  or  ferocity,  the 

Monaich  iliou  d  be  guilty  of  thofe  flagrant  adts  to¬ 
wards  his  people,  that  have  marked  the  reign  of  a  Ca¬ 
ligula,  a  Nero  or  a  Tiberius,  the  nation  alone  having 
the  right  to  judge  him,  would  always  view  with  horror 
the  lacnlegious  individual  who  flrould  foreftall  their 
lenience.  1  oo  ignorant  to  diftinguiflt  that  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  were  direfted  only  againft  the  Miniftry  ;  and 
thinking,  that  while  the  people  reprobated  a  regicide 
they  would  certainly  extol  a  patriot,  courageous 
enougn,  at  the  rifque  of  his  own  life,  to  make  an  ex¬ 
ample  or  one  of  thofe  famous  criminals,  who  are  too 
often  unpumflied  ;  the  only  objeft  he  could  fix  upon 
m  his  delirium  was  the  King.  Every  thing  therefore 
induces  us  to  think,  that,  agreeable  to  his  conftant  de¬ 
clarations,  he  had  no  accomplice;  but  that  Priefts,  ma¬ 
gistrates,  and  others,  by  their  violent  declamations,  had  in¬ 
voluntarily  mfpired  him  with  his  horrid  project:  in  a  word, 
if  Lewis  the  'well-belwed,  lenfible  of  all  the  value  of 
this  tide,  and  of  all  the  obligations  impofed  upon  him 
by  it,  had  fulfilled  them,  his  reign,  more  fortunate  than 
that  of  Henry  IV.  would  never  have  been  marked  with 
lo  terrible  a  cataftrophe. 

It  may,,  perhaps,  be  afked,  why  Damiens,  having  no 
other  motive  for  his  parricide  but  the  general  difcon- 
tent,  appears,  nevertheless,  both  in  his  letter  to  the 
King,  and  in  his  feveral  interrogatories,  to  be  entirely 
devoted  to  the  Parliament  ?  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that 
he  had  lived  feveral  years  among  Counfellors  of  the 
Parliament,  or  with  perfons  attached  to  that  affembl y  ; 
and  that  the  name  of  the  Archbiftiop,  againft  whom 
he  breaks  out  fo  often,  by  dint  of  being  repeated  before 
him  with  marks  of  contempt  and  indignation,  had  left 

in  his  injured  brain  the  deepeft  and  molt  recent  traces 
of  the  fame  kind. 

There  is  a  lingular  circumftance  attending  this  at¬ 
tempt,  which  diftmguifhes  it  alio  from  preceding  adds 
of  the  kind  ;  this  is,  that  the  perpetrator  of  it  had  no 

internal 
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internal  hatred  againft  the  King;  from  the  firft  moment, 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  againft  him, 
he  uniformly  declared,  that  he  never  had  an  intention 
to  kill,  but  only  to  wound  the  King,  in  order  to  excite 
compundlion  in  his  JVIajefty,  and  reftore  him  to  God 
and  to  his  people.  The  confideratjon  of  the  weapon 
he  employed,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  ufed  it, 
feems  to  juftify  him  in  this  particular.  It  was  a  knife 
fhutting  with  a  fpring,  on  one  fide  ot  which  was  a  long 
and  pointed  blade,  made  like  a  dagger,  on  the  other, 
a  penknife,  about  four  inches  in  length.  It  is  certain, 
that  if  Damiens  had  meant  to  ftrike  a  lure  and  fatal 
blow,  he  would  have  employed  the  firft  of  thefe 
weapons. 

On  the  very  evening  of  the  King’s  a ftafti nation,  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Court  of  Inquefts  and  Requefts,  who 
had  refigned  their  offices,  aflembled  at  the  houie  of  the 
Prefident  Dubois,  the  eldeft  of  their  brethren,  to  offer 
their  fervices,  and  teftify  their  fidelity  and  zeal.  They 
had  employed  the  mediation  of  the  Firft  Prefident,  but 
without  eftedt.  The  Dauphin,  upon  whom  the  King, 
in  the  firft  moment  of  his  terror,  had  devolved  the 
care  of  affairs,  was  not  fufficiently  well  inclined  to 
thefe  Gentlemen,  to  take  upon  himfelf  to  give  them  a 
favourable  anfwer.  He  pretended,  that  he  could  do 
nothing  without  orders  from  his  Majefty,  who  was  not 
in  a  fituation  to  be  fpoken  to  upon  fuch  matters.  When 
the  Monarch  came  to  himfelf,  he  did  not  think  more 
favourably  of  them.  But  at  the  fame  time,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fuggeftions  ot  Damiens,  and  his  boldnefs 
in  prefcribing  to  him  to  reftore  his  Parliament,  to  fup- 
port  them,  and  more  particularly  to  refpedt  the  more 
mutinous  of  their  members,  the  lift  of  which  he  fent  to 
him  *,  the  King  was  convinced,  that  no  one  of  that 

auguft 

•  •  ; !  n  '  . a 

*  In  the  trial  of  this  regicide,  after  his  letter  to  the  King,  we 
find  a  note  to  his  Majefty,  in  which  he  named  Meflieurs  de  Chal- 
lerange,  Beze-de-Lys,  de  la  Guillaumie,  Clement,  Lambert,  the 
Prefident  Boulainvillers,  and  the  Prefident  Du-Mazi,  and  where 
he  adds  thefe  exprefs  words : 

u  He  mult  reftore  and  fupport  his  Parliament,  with  a  promife 
u  to  do  nothing  againft  the  Gentlemen  above-named,  or  the 
u  Company.” 
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auguft  company  had,  direftly  or  indirectly,  contii- 
oufed  to  the  attempt  upon  his  perfon ;  and  there- 
t0.re  .made,  110  Rruple  to  refer  the  trial  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  to  toe  members  of  the  Grand  Chamber,  who 

',t  j1/1  S,T-n  m  t^lc'1"  |‘el'gnations.  The  letters  patent 
1 1  ued  tor  this  purpofe,  were  drawn  up  in  thefe  remarka¬ 
ble  terms. 

,«  “  V°“  ara  informed  of  the  outrage  committed 

«  ag^rft  "15[  pfrfPn  on  the  5th  inftant,  between  five 
and  fix  o  Ciock  in  the  evening,  and  you  have  given 

me  proofs,  upon  this  occafion,  of  your  fidelity  and 

«  a^au°n/°r  me'  The  foritiments  of  our  religion, 
ant;  tne  feelings  of  our  heart,  would  incline  us  to 
mercy;  but,  confidering  that  our  life  does  not  be- 
“  long  to  us  any  more  than  to  our  fubjefts,  and 
tnat  tney  claim  from  our  juftice  a  ftriking  mark 
of  vengeance,  to  put  our  days  in  fecurity,  which 

“  we  mean  only  to  employ  for  their  happinefs  : _ 

“  by  thefe  prefents  we  give  up  to  you  the  informa- 
“  non  and  judgment  of  the  trial  commenced  by  the 
Provoft  of  the  Hotel  and  we  confirm,  as  much  as 
is  neceflary,  the  proceedings  begun  in  the  faid  Pro- 
voftfhip,  authorizing  you  to  caufe  your  decisions 
upon  matters  not  of  the  competency  of  your  Court, 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  and  forbidding  ali 
other  Courts  and  jurisdictions  to  take  cognizance  of 
them.” 

Accordingly,  in  the  night  from  the  17th  to  the 
18th  of  January,  Damiens  was  transferred  from  the 
jail  of  the  Body  Guards,  to  the  prifon  belonging  to 
the  Court  of  Juftice,  where  a  lodging  was  prepared  for 
him  in  Montgomery’s  tower.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  parade  ufed  in  removing  him,  and  the  ftri&eft  pre¬ 
cautions  were  taken.  Settled  forms  have  been  long 
eftablifhed,  in  fuch  circumftances  ;  and  the  enormity 
of  the  crime,  together  with  the  importance  of  making 
a  ftriking  example  of  the  regicide,  and  of  taking  care 
of  him  fo  as  he  fbould  not  efcape  his  punifhment,  and 
that  time  might  be  allowed  to  fearch  out  the  fmalleft 
traces  of  the  confpiracy,  made  all  thefe  attentions  ne- 
ceftary,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  injurious  to 
the  Parifians.  There  was  not  one  of  them,  certain¬ 
ly,  who  would  not  have  made  it  his  duty  to  watch 

the 
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the  criminal.  In  the  detailed  account  of  his  guard,  of 
his  removal,  and  of  his  arrival*,  we  find,  that  the 

obfcurity 

*  Extradf  of  a  manufcript  account,  1 8th  of  January  1757-  — 
“  The  infamous  affaffin  went  from  Verfailles  yefterday  night  at 
44  three  quarters  after  ten.  There  were  three  coaches  with  four 
44  horfes;  the  prifoner  was  in  one  of  them,  attended  by  one  of 
44  the  King’s  furgeons,  and  two  guards  of  the  Provodffiip.  In 
44  the  two  other  coaches  were  guards  of  the  Provodffiip,  with  a 
44  man  taken  up  on  account  of  the  prifoner.  Thefe  coaches  fet 
44  out,  preceded  by  a  detachment  of  the  Marffialfea,  bearing  their 
44  arms  in  readinefs,  and  other  detachments  fcouring  the  avenues 
44  of  the  road  through  which  they  weretopafs.  Sixty  grenadiers 
“  of  the  French  Guards,  commanded  by  four  Lieutenants  and  eight 
44  Sub-Lieutenants,  mounted  upon  the  King’s  horfes,  attended 
44  thefe  coaches,  and  fix  lerjeants  armed  with  mulkets  marched  at 
u  each  coach-door.  In  this  order  they  arrived  at  Seve,  where  _ 
44  another  company  of  grenadiers  took  charge  of  the  coaches,  and 
44  the  firft  fixty  compofed  the  rear-guard.  The  proceffion  pafied 
44  through  the  villages  of  Iffi  and  Vaugirard,  and  entered  Paris 
44  at  the  gate  of  Seve,  of  the  Red  Crofs,  of  the  dreet  du  Four , 
44  the  dreet  de  BuJJi,  the  dreet  Dauphine ,  the  Pont  Neuf,  the  Key 
44  of  the  Goldfmith’s,  and  the  dreet  St.  Louis.  At  Seve  and  at 
44  Iffi,  a  company  of  grenadiers  joined  the  efcort.  From  Vau- 
44  girard  a  company  of  Swifs  Guards  lined  the  rvenues ;  and  at 
44  the  gate  of  Seve,  and  all  along  the  way  to  the  Court  of  Jultice, 
44  leveral  parties  of  French  Guards  were  alfo  difpofed  to  fecure  the 
44  march.  This  morning  at  three  o’clock,  the  three  coaches  en- 
44  tered  the  court  du  Mai  of  the  Palaisy  attended  by  all  the  de- 
44  tachments  above  mentioned,  which  joined  each  other.  The 
44  criminal  was  taken  out  at  the  gate  of  the  prifon,  he  w'as  put  in- 
44  to  a  kind  of  hammock,  clofed  with  a  thick  woollen  covering, 
44  and  was  thus  conveyed  into  the  tower  of  Montgomery,  where 
he  is  guarded  by  four  ferjeants,  who  day  in  his  room  night  and 
44  day.  Eight  other  lerjeants  are  in  the  room  above.  Underneath 
44  is  a  guard  of  ten  French  Guards,  and  upon  the  fquare  of  the 
44  court  du  Mai,  at  the  gate  of  the  prifon,  there  is  a  body  of  feven- 
44  ty  men  of  the  French  Guards,  commanded  by  a  Lieutenant,  a 
44  Sub-Lieutenant,  and  twro  Enfigns,  who  are  to  be  relieved  once 
44  in  four-and-twenty  hours.  The  officers  who  guard  the  villain 
44.are  not  to  fee  him,  and  no  one'  is  to  enter  his  prifon,  without 
44  a  ticket  of  admiffion  from  the  Fird  Prefident.  So  many  pre- 
44  cautions  have  been  taken  to  remove  this  criminal,  that  orders 
44  have  been  given  for  no  perfon  to  be  on'the  road,  and  prohibi- 
44  tions  to  look  out  at  the  windows,  or  doors,  wherever  he  might 
44  be  feen,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  any  one  who  fhould  difobey. 
44  The  night  has  been  chofen  as  the  propered  time  for  his  re- 
44  moval. 


44  The 
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obfcurity  of  the.  night  had  been  chofen,  as  moft  pro¬ 
per  to  prevent  any  difturbance  ,  that  there  was  a  pro- 

nnd  orSe^toTar  “  ^  t0  **  ^ pi 

y?  d  s  t0  *re,  uPon  any  one  who  fiiould  difobev 

Tne  bottom  of  the  plot  was  not  yet  known,  and  if 
there  were  one,  a  mu/ket,  dexteroufly  fired  at  Damiens 

'as'f  hat  'of  Rayaillac!^6  "  35  ^  °bfcuritr 

The  criminal  being  once  delivered  up  to  prifon 

ftnfimeAUt?e’r  '  I kCn  t0  rkeep  h'm  there  were  Ie(s 
‘  ^  detachment  of  ninety  French  guards,  that  is 

his  dutv  eTme|aS  t  Ki0g’S  S«afd.  wa.f  appointed  to 

ftaml  7V  Tr  Vl  SerJeants  and  three  Officers  con- 
ilantly  relieved  each  other  in  attending  upon  him  •  in  a 

word,  the  expences  which  this  villain  coft  the  Govern- 

inent  amounted  to  more  than  fix  hundred  fares  f  per 

The  whole  city  flattered  themfelves,  when  they  faw 
e  criminal  m  the  hands  of  the  Parliament,  and  that 
to  give  greater  authenticity  to  the  trial,  the  Princes  and 
reels  were  ordered  to  attend,  that  they  iliould  loon 
leain  farprizmg  matters.  Curiofity  was  further  ex- 
ci  e  ,  01  iome  time,  by  Arrange  and  romantic  flories 

at  were  told,  and  which  gave  full  fcope  to  the  ima¬ 
gination.  This  had  worked  lo  ftrongly  with  fome 
p^op  e,  that  although  the  truth  had  come  out  in  the 
^  rongeft  light  from  the  trial,  yet  they  refuted  to  be- 
neve  it,  and  perfifted  in  pretending  that  the  Ma- 
gutrates,  Peers,  and  Princes  of  the  blood,  had  prevari- 
cated  fo  far  m  their  fundions,  as  to  conceal  from  the 
public  the  knowledge  of  the  other  criminals  ;  who,  the 
more  i  ultnous  they  might  be,  the  more  dangerous  and 
criminal  would  it  be  to  tpare  them. 

The  decree  is  of  the  26th  of  March.  The  feffion  be¬ 
gan  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  did  not  clofe 

till 


U  f  Tne  King’s  Council  are  gone :  to  Verfailies  only  this  morning 

<t  l0r  1 .  ln formations.  The  criminal  has  been  queflioned  this 

u  *  .by  the  Fira  prefident  and  M.  Mole,  Meff.  Severt 

t<  and  Paf2U1^rJ  Reorders.  Me  IT.  Portail  and  Lamoignon,  Ho- 

it  S‘arl  Prcfidentsii  Morttery  are  to  take  their  feat  in  the  Grand 
Chamber.” 

+  Twenty-five  pounds. 
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till  half  an  hour  after  feven  in  the  evening.  Damiens 
was  condemned  to  the  fame  punifhment  as  Ravaillac;  it 
was  ordered,  that  he  lliould  previoufly  be  put  to  the  tor¬ 
ture,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  for  two  hours,  inftead 
of  half  an  hour,  which  is  the  ulual  cultom. 

The  monfter  fupported  his  character  to  the  laft;  he 
was  interrogated  for  five  hours  and  a  half,  and  aniwered 
with  the  fame  coolnels,  the  fame  boldnels,  the  fame  in- 
folence,  and,  if  we  may  venture  to  fay  it,  the  fame 
courage,  which  he  had  hitherto  fihewn  ;  blending  irony, 
pleafantry,  and  almoft  mirth  with  his  anfwers  :  he  con¬ 
tinued  to  declare,  that  he  alone  was  guilty  ;  that  his 
criminal  defign  had  been  conceived  more  than  three 
years  ago;  that  he  had  communicated  it  to  no  perfon, 
and,  if  he  could  even  have  fuppofed  that  his  hat  could 
have  fufpefled  any  thing  of  the  matter,  he  would  have 
thrown  it  into  the  fire.  With  regard  to  the  motives 
that  had  induced  him  to  commit  this  horrid  crime,  he 
declared,  that  he  had  been  hurt  to  fee  the  royal  au¬ 
thority  called  in  queftion  and  degraded  by  the  difputes 
between  the  Clergy  and  the  Parliament,  and  to  fee  the 
little  regard  the  King  had  paid  to  the  remonftrances 
that  had  been  addrefied  to  him.  He  fpoke  to  feveral 
of  his  Judges,  whom  he  knew  from  having  been  in 
their  fervice  :  he  concluded  with  an  eulogium  upon 
the  eloquence  of  M.  Pafquier,  the  Recorder,  who 
had  often  harangued  him,  and  particularly  at  that  mo¬ 
ment,  in  prefence  of  the  aflembly,  to  exhort  him  to 
tell  the  truth,  and  to  declare  his  accomplices ;  and  he 
defired  all  the  Gentlemen  prefent  to  acquaint  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  he  could  not  do  better  than  to  make  him 
his  Chancellor. 

At  the  torture,  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  on  the 
fcaffold,  Damiens  faid  nothing  more.  His  horrid  pu¬ 
nifhment  began  at  three  quarters  after  four  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  the  28th  of  March.  His  right  hand  was 
burnt  ;  he.  was  afterwards  torn  with  pincers,  melted 
lead  was  poured  into  his  wounds,  and  then  he  was 
drawn  and  quartered.  He  remained  alive  during  all 
this  time  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  fupported  eve¬ 
ry  thing  with  intrepid  firmnefs  ;  lliewing  only  fuch  IHns 
Vol.  III.  F  "of 
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of  pain  as  are  infeparable  from  human  nature,  and 
cannot  be  avoided.  For  the  lad  ceremony,  a  Vmall 
fcafFold  was  raifed  even  with  the  traces  of  the  horfes, 
upon  which  he  was  fixed  with  his  arms  and  legs  hang’ 
mg  over.  The  executioner  had  bought  fix  horfes,  for 
3,600  livres  *,  in  order,  that  if  one  of  the  four  fird 
Iliould  fail,  he  might  immediately  put  another  in  its 
place.  Although  thefe  horfes  were  extremely  Prong, 
yet  after  repeated  trials  they  could  not  fucceed,  even 
with  the  abidance  of  the  two  freili  ones  ;  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  abidance  of  the  ax. 
ITis  levered  limbs  were  re-united  to  the  trunk,  a  pile 
was  then  lighted,  upon  which  they  were  placed,  and 
when  reduced  to  afhes,  were  fcattered  to  the  winds. 


The  fame  honours  were  rendered  to  Damiens  at 
his  execution  as  during  his  confinement.  The  city 
and  fuburbs  were  filled  with  a  regiment  of  guards 
under  arms.  7  he  concourfe  of  people  was  indeed 
io  immenie,  that  it  was  necelTary  to  keep  up  a  great 
deal  of  order. 

We  cannot  give  any  account  of  the  numbers  that 
were  in  Paris  upon  that  day.  The  inhabitants  from  the 
neighbouring  villages,  from  the  Provinces,  and  even 
ftrangeis,  had  flocked  there  as  to  the  mod  brilliant 
fpe&acle.  Not  only  the  windows  about  the  gallows, 
but  even  thofe  of  the  garrets,  were  let  at  exorbitant 
prices  ;  and  the  tops  of  the  houfes  were  covered  with 
ipe&ators.  But  the  mod  driking  circumdance  was, 
the  eagernefs  of  the  women — whofe  difpofitions  are 
reckoned  fo  tender  and  compadionate— to  fee  this 
fight,  to  dwell  upon  it,  to  fupport  it  in  all  its  horror 
without  fhedding  a  tear,  and  without  the  flighted  emo¬ 
tion  ;  while  almod  all  the  men  fhuddered,  and  turned 
away  their  heads. 

The  Angularity- of  this  hidorical  fa£t  has  induced  us 
to  dwell  the  longer  upon  it.  In  reality,  if  the  affaf- 
fination  of  Kings,  fo  frequent  under  the  reigns  of 
Henry  III.  and  Henry  IV.  was  put  a  dop  to  under 
the  fanguinary  defpotic  fway  of  Richelieu— during  the 
turbulent  minority  and  civil  wars  of  Lewis  XIV. — to¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  end  of  his  reign,  when  fanaticifrn  was  carried 
to  its  higheft  pitch — and  under  the  Regency,  fo  fruit¬ 
ful  in  crimes  of  every  fort,  when  Philip  himfelf,  accufed 
of  the  moft  horrid  enormities,  feemed  to  provoke  a  too 
legitimate  vengeance  againft  his  perfon — who  would 
have  expe&ed  to  fee  this  crime  revived  under  Lewis 
the  well-beloved ?  It  feems  to  have  been  referved  for 
his  reign,  merely  that  no  kind  of  event  fhould  be  want¬ 
ing  in  it. 

We  have  been  particularly  defirous  of  entering  into 
the  details  of  this  fa£t,  in  order  to  fearch  the  better 
into  it,  and  to  give  our  cotemporaries  the  latisfac- 
tion  of  learning,  that  if  the  annals  of  their  age  are 
ever  deftined  to  be  ftained  with  a  regicide,  this  was 
the  crime  of  a  Angle  perfon,  which  excited  the  deep- 
eft  forrow  in  every  one  elie,  and  the  opprobrium  oi 
which  ought  to  fall  upon  him  alone.  By  a  barba¬ 
rous  cuftom,  however,  equally  repugnant  to  philofo^ 
phy,  humanity  and  juftice,  the  father,  the  wife,  and 
the  daughter  of  Damiens,  though  declared  innocent, 
were  banifhed  the  kingdom,  with  prohibitions  to  re¬ 
turn  upon  pain  of  being  hanged.  To  the  grief  of  being 
related  to  fuch  a  monfter,  was  added  infamy,  more  hor¬ 
rible  than  death. 

At  the  fir  ft  news  of  the  King’s  danger,  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  confufion  that  prevailed,  all  external  as  well  as  in¬ 
ternal  bufincfs  had  been  fufpended.  but  lor  an  inftant 
only,  till  the  fate  of  his  Majefty  was  afcertained,  both 
for  the  prefent  and  the  future.  Then  fome  confolation 
was  blended  with  the  grief  of  the  French,  who,  confi- 
dering  the  event  as  a  falutary  warning  from  Providence, 
flattered  themfelves  that  Lewis  XV.  would  feel  the  im¬ 
portance  of  it,  and  repent.  Madame  de  Pompadour  be¬ 
ing  kept  awav  from  his  facred  perfon,  and  the  Dauphin 
being  entered  into  the  Council,  feemed  to  be  the  fore¬ 
running  circumftances  of  a  fortunate  change.  But  the 
Miftrels  foon  refumed  her  power,  and  the  young  Prince 
did  not  the  more  obtain  the  confidence  of  his  auguft: 
father.  The  favourite  was  too  deeply  interefted  in 
depriving  him  of  it,  and  in  creating  fufpicions,  miftruft, 
and  jealouly  in  the  heart  of  the  King.  Accordingly, 

F  2  affairs 
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affairs  continued  growing  worfe,  and  ill  fuccefs  de- 
preffing  more  and  more,  if  we  may  venture  the  expref- 
lion,  the  foul  of  the  Monarch,  he  had  no  energy  left 

but  through  his  Miftrefs,  or  to  have  her  will  carried 
into  execution. 

In  vain  did  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Courts  of  Inquefts 
and  Requests,  availing  themfelves  of  the  circumftance 
to  teftify  their  affeCtion  and  zeal  to  the  Monarch,  afk 
to  refume  their  fervices  ;  the  arm  of  vengeance  did  not 
fall  the  Iefs  heavily  upon  them  :  fixteen  of  them  were 
bamfhed  into  diftant,  inconvenient,  and  unwholefome 
places  ;  and  when  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Cham¬ 
ber,  who  remained,  expoftulated  upon  this  point,  his 
Majefly  was  made  to  anfwer  by  an  evafion,  faying 
that  they  were  punifhed  for  reafons  perfonal  to  them- 

i  Feb .  I*1™5'  .^e  was  nia^e  t0  aCt  the  farce 
of  affecting  to  confider  them  as  having  vo¬ 
luntarily  refigned,  to  offer  them  a  reimburfement,  and 
force  them  to  receive  it.  Then,  by  a  conduct  Hill 
more  indecent,  he  was  made  to  retraCt,  to  return  the 
refignations,  to  re-eftablifti  the  Parliament  in  their 
functions,  to  grant  them  all  the  explanations  relative  to 
the  declarations  regiftered  at  the  Bed  of  Juftice,  and  to 
recall  the  exiles  in  the  mod  honourable  and  moft 
flattering  manner. 

Two  Minifters—— one  of  whom  was  the  creature  of 
Madame  de  Pompadour,  wdio  thinking  her  loft,  at  the 
time  of  the  King’s  alfaflination,  had  fupported  her  too 
feebly,  and  had  given  her  pulillanimous  advice ;  and 
the  other  conftantly  her  enemy,  but  refpeCtful,  and 
concealed,  who  had  broken  out  in  the  fame  expecta¬ 
tion,  and  teftified  an  infulting  joy — foon  felt  her  re- 
fentment,  in  a  manner  proportioned  to  their  offence. 
This  may  readily  be  concluded,  from  the  terms  of 
their  letter  de  cachet .  In  that  addrelfed  to  Count 
d’Argenfon,  the  King  faid  drily  to  him :  “  I  have  no 
“  further  need  of  your  fervices ;  I  order  you  to  fend 
“  me  your  refignation  of  the  poft  of  Secretary  of 
“  the  War  department,  and  of  every  thing  that  con- 
Ai  cerns  the  bufinefs  connected  with  it,  and  to  retire 

upon  your  eftate  at  Ormes.” 


His 


His  Majefty,  on  the  contrary,  made  in  Tome  fort  ex- 
cufes  to  M.  de  Machault :  “  The  prefent  circum- 
“  ftances  oblige  me  to  require  the  feals  from,  you,  and 
“  the  relignation  of  your  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for 
“  the  Marine  department.  You  may  be  always  certain 
“  of  my  protection  and  efteem.  If  you  have  any  fa- 
“  vours  to  afk  for  your  children,  you  may  take  th^  pro- 
il  per  opportunity  of  doing  it.  It  is  fit  that  you  ftiould 
u  remain  for  fome  time  at  Arnouville.  I  preferve  to  you 
“  your  penfion  of  30,000  livres  *>  and  the  honours  of 
u  Keeper  of  the  Seals.” 

They  were  both  of  them  very  favourably  treated 
with  refpeCt  to  pecuniary  rewards ;  for,  as  the  poll  be¬ 
came  a  fiippery  one,  their  brethren  prudently  thought 
proper  to  encourage  his  Majefty  to  a  generous  munifi¬ 
cence,  that  they  might  avail  thendelves  of  it  in  their 
turn,  in  cafe  of  a  difgrace.  This  eftablilhed  a  precedent, 
and  the  multitude  of  Minifters  fince  expelled,  when  they 
were  no  longer  capable  of  vexing  the  State  by  their  ex¬ 
tortions,  thus  became  ftill  an  odious  and  intolerable  bur-- 
then  to  it. 

The  Minifters  we  are  (peaking,  of,  were  lefs  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  fuch  a  reproach,  and  their  long  and  ufeful  fer- 
vices  defer ved  a  proportionate  recompence.  They  were 
undoubtedly  the  two  beft  Minifters  Lewis  XV.  ever  had,-, 
and  their  difmiffion  was  not  the  leaft  injuftice  he  com¬ 
mitted  at  the  inftigation  of  the  favourite.  Count 
d’Argenfon  had  at  leaft  the  fatisfaCtion  to  fee  himfelf 
fucceeded  by  his  nephew,  M.  de  Paulmy,  whom,  fince 
the  year  17-51,  he  had  obtained  for  his  afiiftant.  Tiie 
nation  had  reafon  to  hope,  that  this  pupil,  trained  up 
to  the  Adminiftration,  during  fix  years,  by  fo  able  a 
mafter,  would  have  adopted  his  great  principles  and 
difpatch.  He  was  not  deficient  in  underftanding  ;  but, 
more  devoted  to  literature  than  to  politics,  he  was  lit¬ 
tle  of  a  man  of  bufinefs.  As  much  addicted  to  plea- 
fure  as  his  uncle,  he  purfued  it  without  nicety  or  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  plunged  himfelf  into  debauchery  and  in¬ 
temperance.  A  ftave  to  all  the  women,  there  was 

not 


*  One  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.- 


io2  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

not  one  of  them  who  could  not  flatter  herfelf  that 
u  rC0U^  make  him  do  all  the  foolifh  things  fhe 
chofe.  By  laying  himfelf  open  in  this  manner  io  rea- 
lly,  lie  was  foon  fupplanted  by  a  man,  who  had  ever 
?  pired  to  the  War  department,  without  lofhig  fight  of 
it  one  fingle  inftant. 

Vvith  regard  to  M.  de  Machault,  it  feemed  as  if  they 
iiad  chofen  for  him  the  mofl  inadequate  fucceffor,  in 
order  to  make  him  more  regretted.  As  if  the  place  of 
Compti  oiler  General  had  not  already  been  a  fufhcient 
bin  then  for  M.  de  Moras,  he  was  befides  charged  with 
the  Marine  department,  and,  a  few  days  after,  he  was 
introduced  to  the  Council,  in  quality  of  Minifler.  To 
complete  the  general  indignation  againft  this  ridiculous 
Atlas  of  France,  the  Seals  fhould  likewife  have  been 
intruded  to  him.  Lewis  XV.  kept  them,  and  amufed 
himfelf  with  them  for  feveral  years.  This  childifh 
mechanifm  pleafed  him,  and  was  a  true  indication  of 
the  trifling  turn  of  his  mind.  It  is  reckoned  that  there 
were  eight  hundred  difpatches  fealed  in  his  pre¬ 
fence.  After  the  death  of  the  Chancellor  Seguier, 
m  1672,  Le  wis  XIV.  had  executed  the  fundlions  of 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  eleven  times  ;  but  this  had  not 
prevented  him  from  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his 
armies,  and  conquering  Holland  ;  and  he  poured  into 
the  treafury  all  the  profits  of  this  lucrative  employ¬ 
ment  ;  while  Lewis  XV.  by  a  fordid  avarice,  kept 
them  to  himfelf,  and  increafed  his  private  treafure 
with  them. 

*Ko  juftify  the  appointment  of  M.  de  Moras,  it  wa 
faid,  that  the  navy  being  then  very  expenfive,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  its  operations  depending  chiefly  upon  dit- 
patch,  and  being  oftentimes  much  thwarted  by  natu¬ 
ral  caufes,  above  human  powers,  nothing  could  be 
more  judicious  than  to  join  this  department  to  that  of 
the.  Comptroller  General;  becaufe  then  the  money, 
which  was  the  mofl:  eflential  circumflance  in  all  move¬ 
ments,  would  be  conveyed  quickly  and  abundantly  into 
the  arlenals.  Undoubtedly  this  might  have  been  the 
cafe,  had  this  rival  of  Colbert  had  an  underflanding 
equal  to  thefe  two  parts  of  Adminiftration  ;  and  if,  be- 
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ing  a  bad  Minifter  of  finance,  be  not  been  a  worfe  Mi- 
nifter  of  the  navy.  Fortunately,  the  projects  tor  the 
war  in  1757  being  already  fettled,  and  partly  executed, 
by  M.  de  Machault,  concealed  his  incapacity  in  the  be- 

^The  great  art  of  M.  de  Machault,  fihce  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war,  had  been,  with  an  inferior  mu  y, 
to  calculate  all  the  movements  io  well,  and  with  to 
much  precifion,  that  while  he  conveyed  luiFcient  fuc- 
cours  to  every  part,  he  had  at  the  fame  time  been  m  a 
condition  to  attack.  But  the  Enghfh  having  cor.fioe- 
rably  extended  their  navy,  we  fhould  have  been  obliged 
to  remain  upon  the  defen  five  in  the  coune  ot  this 
year,  except  with  the  fquadron  of  M.  ue  uenuint 
commiflioned  to  execute  a  coup  de  main  upon  the  coai*. 
of  Guinea,  before  he  repaired  to  the  American  1  Hands ; 
and  who  accordingly  had  fet  out  at  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1756  *,  with  three  veffels  and  three  irigates  only. 
This  Captain  had  furprifed  the  enemy  in  a  defenceless 
Hate  in  Africa,  had  taken  a  fort  from  Jthem,  ravaged 
their  fettlements,  taken  feveral  bands  of  Negroes,  and 
had  afterwards  repaired  to  Martinico,  w acre  he  had 
lucceeded  M.  d?Aubigny»  and  provided  tor  the  fafety 
of  the  Windward- iflands. 

M.  de  Beaufremont  had  fet  out  in  the  beginning  of 
February,  for  St.  Domingo  f ,  under  pretence  of  con¬ 
voying 

*  This  fquadron  confided  of  the  following  dips  ; 

Ships.  Guns.  Captains ,  M. 

JJ* Intre pule  74  Ee  Reriaint,  Captain. 

VOpiniatre ,  60  Moeflin,  ditto. 

Le  Saint  Michael ,  60  Canmont,  ditto. 

FRIGATES. 

VAmetbiJley  30  d’Herlie,  Lieutenant. 

La  Licarne ,  30  Dugue  Lambert,  ditto. 

CORVETTE. 

La  Calypfoy  12  Du  Cours  Lufignet,  ad  Lieutenant. 

f  His  fquadron  confided  of  the  following  dips : 

Ships.  Guns.  Captains ,  P/I.  ]\L. 

of  The  Chevalier  de  Beau  remont, 

Ls  Tennant,  o  ^  Ccrnroodpre 

C  LC: 
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vovmg  there  a  Genera]  Officer,  fome  troops,  and  pro- 
V 'Hons  ;  but  his  further  and  fecret  commiffion  waf  to 
:,ro  to  Lomfbourgh.  It  was  known  that  the  Encffi/h 
propo.ed  to  col  left  all  their  efforts  againft  this  pface 
in  otder  to  indemnity  themfelves  for  their  ill  fficcefs 
upon  land  in  North  America  ;  that  their  plan  of  opera- 
aons— founded  upon  the  maxim,  that  whoever  is  roa- 
Hei  of  the  iea,  will  foon  be  fo  of  the  continent— was 
after  having  lerzed  upon  this  key  of  the  river  St  Law 
:ence,  to  lay  fiege  to  Quebec,  which,  in  falling,  would 
make  the  French  Jofe  all  the  benefit  of  their  fuccefs 
I  his  was  a  ftroke  it  was  neceffary  to  parry  •  nrepam  ' 
Hons  were  accordingly  made  ;  but  the  Engiift,  feeiW 
only  a  fquadron  of  nine  lliips,  under  the  command  of 
1  I.  Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  thought  it  Sufficient  to  fend  fif- 
teen.  Admiral  Holbourne,  to  whom  this  important 
t  ommiffion  had  been  intruded,  was  exceedingly  fur- 
prized,  when  he  reckoned  eighteen  fhips  of  the  line  in 
the  road  of  Louilbonrgh.  Befide  the  two  divifions  we 
have  been  fpeakmg  of*  there  was  a  third,  which,  fail- 

de  Blenac,  Captain  ° 

Rozilly,  ditto 
Tilly,  ditto 
Meruille,  ditto. 


Le  Defenfeur , 
Le  Diade;?;e , 
&  Inflexible 
L ' Exeille , 


74 
74 
6  4 

64 


frigates. 

la  Brum  30  Prevalais,  Captain 

La  Sauvage  30  Saint-Vi&oret,  Lieutenant. 

N  B.  The  Scepter ,  of  74  guns,  commanded  by  M.  Ciaveau 
Ron  Lieutenant,  was  lent  afterwards  with  provifions  for  this 
iquadron. 

*  The  fquadron  of  M.  Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  confifted  of  the 
following  fhips  ; 

Ships. 

Le  Formidable , 

Le  Due  de  Bour 
Le  Heros , 

Le  Glorieux , 

Le  Dauphin  Roj 
Le  Superbe 
Le  B  tzar  re , 

Le  Belliqueux , 

Le  Celebre) 


Guns. 

Captains ,  M.  M. 

80  , 

(  Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  Lieutenant 
1  General 

ogne, 

v  d’Aubigny,  Commodore 
de  Chateloyer,  Captain 

74 

74 

de  Chavagnac,  ditto 

/,  ;o 

Durrubie,  ditto 

70 

the  Marquis  of  Choifeul,  ditto 

64 

de  Montalais,  ditto 

64 

de  la  Jonquiere,  ditto 

64 

the  Chevalier  de  Tourville,  ditto 

FRI. 

* 

•  -  .  .V-.  •  •  ■ 

•  .  *  ;  ••  -4. 
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ifia  from  Toulon  in  March,  notwithftanding  the  obfta- 
cles  it  had  met  with,  had  arrived  at  this  colony  in 
time,  and  had  increafed  the  fquadron  with  four  fliips 
commanded  by  M.  du  Reveft  I  he  jundlion  of  all 
icrces,  coming  from  iuch  different  places  to  one 
fingle  point  of  rendezvous,  muft  neceflarily  have  de¬ 
ceived  the  forefight  of  the  Britifli  Council  ;  they  haf- 
lened  to  fend  a  reinforcement  to  Holbourne  :  it  was 
too  late,  the  expedition  had  failed  ;  and  this  difpatch 
only  ferved  to  expofe  a  greater  number  of  forces  to  the 
fury  of  the  elements.  The  Britifli  Admiral  had  been 
cruizing  for  fome  days  before  Louifbourgh,  braving 
Count  "Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  and  challenging  him  to 
fight,  when  on  the  24th  of  September  there  arofe 
fo  terrible  a  hurricane,  that  a  Captain  in  the  fquadron, 
who  had  been  round  the  world  with  Lord  Anfon,  de¬ 
clared,  the  famous  blaft  of  wind  with  which  they  had 
'  been  battered  in  doubling  Cape  Horn  was  nothing  in 
comparifon  to  it.  It  lafted  fourteen  hours.  The  mod 
fkilful  management  was  not  able  to  refift  it  ;  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  that  die  fearnen  fliould  let  themfelves  go  to  its 
fury  ;  and  if  the  weather  had  not  fuddenly  changed,  as 
by  miracle,  all  the  Englifh  veilels  would  have  been 
Blattered  agalnft  the  rocks  of  that  fame  ifland,  which 
they  meant  to  conquer.  Of  eighteen  fhips,  the  leaft  of 
which  mounted  6q  guns,  there  were  only  five  that  were 
not  damaged.  The  Tilbury  was  entirely  loft,  and  the 
-  twelve  others  more  or  lefs  difmafted  f:  Admiral  HoL 
bourne  could  not  reach  the  port  of  Halifax  till  the  5th 
of  October.  If  in  this  interval  the  Commandant  of  the 
French  fquadron  had  come  out,  when  the  wind  be¬ 
came  favourable,  he  would  have  compleated  the  dif— 

after 

FRIGATES. 

La  Fleur  de  Ljs ,  30  the  Chevalier  Dubois,  Lieuts 

L' Hermione,  24  ■  . . 

*  Thefe  (hips  were  L'Heftor,  of  74  guns,  commanded  by  M. 
du  Reveft  * .  the  Vaillant  and  VAlcide ,  of  64  ;  and  Le  Fier ,  of  50. 
There  were  alfo  fome  frigates. 

•p  We  find  a  circumftantial  detail  of  the  deplorable  (late  of 
each  of  thefe  veffels  ia  j better  XXJCF11,  of  tfo  prefent  political - 
Jlate  of  England,  F  5 
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M  Dubes  de  la  Mothe,  who  had  ferved  with  d« 

haHChT^TnVand  Wh°  wou,d  have  been  h’s  n'val,  if  he 
had  had  the  fame  opportunities  of  fignalizing  himfelf 

sdefenbed  to  us  by  his  cotemporaries,  as  announcing 

a  ns  deportment,  his  manner,  and  his  difeourfe  a  man 

of  a  fupenor  caft,  referved,  and  appearing  always  bufied 

about  great  matters,  poffieffed  with  the  demon  of  a  va- 

r.ce  and  devoured  with  ambition.  Thefe  two  faults 

contributed  by  a  rare  effea,  to  make  him  a  better 

ervant  to  the  Emg  ;  the  allurement  of  riches,  or  the 

imibi  if0?11"  P  T°Uld  haVe  Ur§ed  him  t0  undertake 

p  bilities.  Extreme  temperance  made  him  enjov 

n  an  advanced  age,  a  perfeft  ftateof  health,  and  a  clear 
head,  capable  of  digefhng  the  moft  extenfive  projefts. 

,  he  condudl  of  the  Canada  expedition,  ought  not  to 
have  been  given  to  an  officer  almoft  fourfeore,  eni'oyine 
an  income  of  40,000  livres  *,  who  hazarded  his  former 
reputation,  and  who  had  loudly  difapproved  of  all  the 
operations  propofed  for  this  campaign.  He  was  pro- 
mded  to  be  made  Lieutenant-General,  and  he  flew 
there  with  all  the  impetuofity  of  his  earlieft  youth.  In 
doing  him  this  juftice,  we  are  forced  to  acknowledge 
that  upon  the  prefect  occafion  he  did  not  fupport  his  re- 

.  -  fe ,  an  advance  of  two  years 

niight  produce  a  great  change  in  his  natural  and  moral 
c  ha  rafter  ;  he  was  no  longer  the  fame  man.  Inftead  of 
taking  advantage  at  the  inftant  of  the  terror  and  confu- 
fion  of  the  enemy,  he  held  a  council,  when  he  fliould 
liave  afted.  Deliberations,  in  fuch  a  fltuation,  are  al¬ 
ways  timid.  The  fqiradron,  though  in  harbour,  had 
tuffered  a  little  from  the  guft  of  wind  ; — there  were 
2ome  fick  on  board  the  fleet  ; — another  hurricane  might 
come  on  ; — and  it  was  an  eflential  matter  to  return  to 
Europe  : — fo  that  it  was  thought  belt  to  prepare  for 
the  departure.  M.  Dubois  de  la  Mothe  had  it  fo  much 

at 


*  Upwards  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds. 
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at  heart  to  re-enter  fafe  and  found  into  Bred,  that  the 
Diadem,  at  the  place  they  were  to  land  in  France,, 
having  fallen  in  with  the  Dublin,  of  feo  guns,  and  be¬ 
ing  at  the  eve  of  taking  her,  after  an  engagement  of 
two  hours,  was  obliged  to  quit  her,  on  account  of  a 
fipnal  which  he  had  made  ior  colle&ing.  He  landed  our 
thoufand  hck,  that  is  to  fay,  one  third  part  of  his  fqua- 
dron.  This  was  his  laft  expedition,  and  it  had 
been  to  be  wifhed,  for  his  fame,  that  he  would  liave 
given  the  command  up  iooner.  As  for  the  left,  i  e  tad 
fulfilled  the  eftential  part  of  his  coni  million  ,  the  od- 
}e£t  of  which  was  to  fave  Canada  and  Cape  Breton  ; 
but,  as  he  adled  merely  in  a  paffive  mannei,  a.nd  that 
the  Englifti  had  committed  two  capital  faults,  m  having 
fet  out  too  late,  and  with  forces  too  inierioi,  though 
they  were  conquered  by  the  tempeft,  yet  they  wyne 
not  by  the  French.  The  "bad  news  the  Englifh.  receiv¬ 
ed  from  the  continent,  whore  the  brave  Montcalm  took 
Fort  St.  George  from  them  f,  confirmed  them  in  their 
plan  of  a  maritime  mvafion.  Their  peiieveiance  be- 
came  more  obftinate they  deferred  to  the  next  year 
the  fame  expedition,  ior  which  they  took  better  ruea- 
lures.  Thole  of  Fiance,  on  the  contrary,  had  no 
longer  the  fame  vigour  j  and  the  genius  Oi  a  Mortis 
could  not  prevail  againft  that  of  a  Pitt. 

The  retreat  of  Mr.  Pitt  from  the  Miniftry  for  a  few 
months,  had  not  been  one  of  the  leaft  caufes  of  the 
fafetyof  Louifbourgh  ;  fo  that  this  formidable  enemy, 
who  was  the  author  of  the  piojcdt,  if  he  had  remained 
in  office,  would  have  haftened  the  expedition  by  his 
activity,  and  prevented  the  obftacles  to  it  by  his  fore¬ 
fight.  '  He  did  not,  however,  iucceed  in  one  that  was 
better  concerted  :  the  point  was,  to  take  poffefilon  of 
Rochefort,  a  royal  port  of  importance,  particularly  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  vi&ualling  of  the  colonies,  and  ior  fhip- 
building  ;  by  feizing  which,  the  Englifti  would  have 

made 

ij<  .  '  "n  .1  •  y ; 

*  As  we  cannot  here  give  a  detail  of  feveral  curious  partial’ 
larsof  this  campaign,  we  refer  to  a  manufeript  journal  of  it 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 

f  -Ve  alfo  refer  to  a  curious  manufeript  memorial  which  we 
have  upon  this  expedition  to  the  Appendix,  No.  IX* 
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again,  at  lead  not  without  an  enormous  expence.  The 
execution  of  this  projed  was  not  difficult — the  moft  fa¬ 
vourable  inftant  had  been  chofen,  either  to  fail  up  the 
liver  and  force  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  defended 
only  by  two  /hips  of  the  line,  or  to  land  forces  be¬ 
tween  this  city  and  la  Rochelle,  where  there  were  no 
troops  to  oppofe  them.  The  high  tides  were  favoura¬ 
ble  to  either  of  thefe  enterprizes,  and*  Rochefort,  hav¬ 
ing  no  fortifications,  and  no  troops  to  defend  it,  waited 
°nty  for  the  conqueror,  to  furrender.  It  was  even  im- 
pomble  to  fend  a  Efficient  number  of  troops,  except 
from  thofe  which  were  in  Paris,  the  neareft  place  where 
wiere  were  any ;  that  is,  from  the  dillance  of  about  one 
bundled  and  thirty  leagues.  It  is  certain,  that  with 
the  greateft  difpatch,  the  firfi:  divifion  could  not  have 
reached  the  place  before  the  12th  of  October, and  that 


imicniei  tney  nad  pleated,  and  to  ravage  and  lay  un¬ 
der  contribution  all  the  neighbouring  provinces,  before 
an  army  could  have  been  collected  capable  of  beating 
or  repulfing  them.  5 


The  inftruaions  nece/fary  for  this  fecret  expedition, 
for  fo  it  was  called,  had  been  given  by  men  of  the 
profeffion,  worthy  of  confidence,  whofe  reports  were 
made  from  ocular  demonftration.  Captain  Clerke  had 
furni/hed  an  accurate  defcription  of  the  plan  of  the  city 
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of  Rochefort,  which  he  had  feen  and  examined  in 
1 7 54  at  his  leifure,  and  even  with  leave  of  the  Com¬ 
mandant.  The  conclufion  was,  thatthere  was  nothing 
fo  eafy  as  to  inful t  the  place,  anti  to  carry  it  by  a 
fudden  aftault,  or  rather,  that  it  was  not  in  a  condi¬ 
tion  to  fupport  fucli  an  attack.  It  could  not  be  doubt¬ 
ed  but  that  the  place  was  ftill  as  much  negledted,  and 
the  enemy  had  reafon  to  entertain  the  greateft  fecurity 
upon  this  point. 

A  French  failor,  named  Thierry,  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  who  had  been  upwards  of  twenty  years  a  pi¬ 
lot  on  the  coaft  of  France,  and  had  ferved  in  that  capa¬ 
city  on  board  feveral  of  the  King’s  /hips,  had  confirm¬ 
ed  the  poffibility  of  a  coup  de  wain  upon  the  ifland  of 
Aix,  Fouras,  and  Rochefort.  He  had  given  inftruc- 
tions  with  regard  to  the  method  of  entering  and 
coming  out  of  the  road,  and  of  going  up  the  river 
as  far  as  the  point  of  Vergeroux,  a  good  way  further 
up  than  the  mouth  :  he  had  reprefented  the  landing 
as  fafe  and  eafy  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  only 
from  the  city,  and  the  paffage  from  thence  to  Roche¬ 
fort,  as  being  attended  with  no  obftacle  either  of  na¬ 
ture  or  art. 

The  Government  muft  neccffarily  have  had  the 
greater  confidence  in  the  accounts  of  thefe  two  per- 
lons,  as  the  one,  being  an  Engli/liman  and  an  engineer, 
could  have  no  motive  to  deceive,  and  had  the  talents 
neceffary  to  form  a  proper  judgment  upon  what  he  had 
feen  ;  and  as  the  other,  though  at  fir/l  a  more  fufpici- 
ous  perfon,  had  undergone  a  long  and  ferious  examina¬ 
tion  during  two  hours  confecutively,  and  had  anfwered 
every  queftion  with  a  readinefs  and  prefence  of  mind 
which  had  aftonifhed  and  convinced  the  Miniftry. 

.  "This  fir  ft  point  being  amply  difeufled  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  another  queftion,  of  no 
lefs  importance,  had  been  canvafied  :  this  was  the  ftate 
of  the  internal  forces  of  France,  the  number  of  its 
troops,  and  the  places  in  which  they  were  difpofed. 
According  to  a  memorial  produced  from  the  office  of 
Lord  Holdernefs,  the  accuracy  of  which  was  afeer- 
tained,  the  prefent  troops  of  France  were  computed  at 

two 
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two  hundred  thoufand  men,  upon  the  footing  of  the 
new  augmentations  ;  and  by  calculating  tho?e  which 
compoied  our  armies,  thofe  fent  into  our  colonies,  and 
into  India,  and  deducing  the  garrifons  of  Minorca,and 
ot  the  frontier  towns,  it  v/as  concluded  there  were  no 
more^  than  ten^  thoufand  troops  upon  the  coaft,  from 
ot.  valery  to  Bourdeaux.  From  this  calculation  it  was 
determined  that  the  number  of  troops  embarked  fhouJd 
be  equal,  in  cafe  it  fhould  happen  that  the  French 
ti oops,  as  by  a  miracle,  iTiould  be  collected  from  an 
immenfe  extent,  tor  the  defence  of  one  fingle  point. 
The  command  of  the  expedition  was  given  to  General 
Mordaunt,  a  Nobleman  of  the  full  rank.  It  had  been 
judged  lefs  ellential  to  chufe  an  experienced  Commander, 
than  a  young  man,  having  that  temerity  belonging  to 
his  age,  the  quality  the  moil  proper  for  the  coup  de 
main  in  queftion.  The  fleet,  confiding  of  upwards  of 
four-fcore  fail,  fixteen  of  which  were  line  of  ba-t- 
tle  Hups,  was  under  the  direction  of  three  diflin- 
guifhed  Admirals,  Knowles,  Broderic,  and  Hawke ; 
the  laft  of  whom  had  the  command  in  Chief  of  this 
naval  expedition. 

^  T he  fleet,  well  provided  with  every  neceflary,  and 
chiefly  ot  a  confiderable  train  of  artillery,  had  fet  fail 
on  the  7th  of  September,  and,  though  much  delayed 
by  contrary  winds,  had  yet  arrived  time  enough  for  the 
fuccefs  ot  the  expedition  ;  fince  on  the  20th,  when  it 
made  its  appearance,  no  preparation  had  been  made 
for  defence ;  no  more  than  three  hundred  regulars 
were  aflembled  at  Fouras  ;  and  the  batteries  were  not 
yet  mounted.  The  ifland  of  Aix,  the  rnoft  formidable 
poA  we  had  to  oppofe  to  the  enemy,  was  attacked, 
and  taken  in  lefs  than  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  An 
attempt  fo  fuccefsful,  ought  to  have  encouraged  them,* 
they  might  have  judged,  by  the  facility  of  this  con- 
quell,  of  the  negligence  with  which  matters  had  been 
conduced,  and  of  the  confufion,  diforder,  and  terror, 
that  prevailed  upon  the  coafl,  and  in  the  harbour. 
We  were  lo  fully  convinced  of  the  inutility  of  the  ef¬ 
forts  we  could  make,  that  we  thought  lefs  of  repulfing 
them,  than  of  attending  to  the  bell  mode  of  furren¬ 
dering.  M.  de  Rhuis,  at  the  head  of  the  adminillra- 

tign 
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tion  of  the  port,  had  not  only  fent  away  all  the  papers 
of  the  Intendant’s  office,  into  the  inland  countries,  but 
alio  his  plate  and  effeCts  of  every  kind.  _  The  Count 
de  Goefbriant,  the  Commandant,  had  imitated  his  ex¬ 
ample,  and  both  of  them  had  concealed  their  pufillani- 
mity  fo  little,  that  it  had  communicated  itfelf  to  all 
the  orders  of  the  citizens.  The  cai  riages  and  work¬ 
men  in  the  port,  inftead  of  being  engaged  in  luccour- 
ing  and  defending  the  place,  were  employed  in  this 
ihameful  fervice. 

The  excels  of  their  timidity  manifeded  itfelf  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  night  of  the  25th.  It  was  then  jull 
higji  water,  and  the  wind  and  weather  were  lavoura- 
ble  ; — the  fleet  had  made  an  evolution,  which  announc¬ 
ed  a  defign  of  landing  ;  the  fliore  was  remarkably  con¬ 
venient  for  this  purpofe  ;  there  were  no  batteries  on  the 
fpot  called  le  Platin  d'Angoul'm ,  and  too  few  troops, 
not  to  be  repulfed  on  the  firft  attack,  or  fwept  by  the 
enemy’s  artillery ;  the  way  was  open,  and  we  had  no 
hopes  of  refidance  : — the  keepers  of  the  magazines, 
fixed  at  their  pod  in  the  harbour,  had  orders  to  give 
up  the  keys  of  them  to  the  firft  Englifli  officer  they 
ilioukl  fee.  The  Commandant  and  the  Intendant  of 
the  navy,  had  refpeCtively  aflernbled  their  troops  at 
their  houfes,  in  expectation  of  the  event,  to  fecure 
themfelves  from  the  fiift  outrages  of  an  infolent  con¬ 
queror,  or  to  be  included  advantagei  ufly  in  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  a  capitulation.  Du  Mefnil,  the  Captain  of  the 
port,  went  now  and  then  upon  the  balcony  of  the  In¬ 
tendant’s  houfe,  to  obferve  what  was  pairing  upon 
the  road  ;  it  was  fo  beautiful  a  moonThine,  that  all  the 
objeCls  could  be  diftinguiflied  with  a  glafs.  A  pro¬ 
found  filence  prevailed,  but  fear  made  them  fometimes 
fuppofe  that  they  heard  a  noife,  or  fome  motions  on 
board  the  Englifli  drips  then  the  terror  was  redou¬ 
bled  :  at  length,  the  hour  of  the  tide  being  pad,  th.ey 
were  clear  of  every  thing  but  the  humiliation  of  the 
fcene  :  an  indelible  dain  to  the  navy  of  this  depart¬ 
ment.  It  was  on  their  fliips,  on  the  ramparts,  or  with 
their  arms  in  their  hands,  that  they  fliould  have  enter¬ 
ed  into  parley,  and  not  in  the  obfcure  inclofure  of  a 
houfe. 
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The  alarms  were  continued  on  the  26th,  27th,  and 
28th,  while  high-water  lafted  y  but  they  diminifhed 
gradually,  and  the  French  had  had  time  to  colledi  a 
few  troops,  and  to  raife  fome  intrenchments. 

At  length,  on  the  ift  of  Oitober,  this  formidable 
fleet  difappeared,  without  having  donk  any  thing  mors 
than  conquer  a  rock,  throw  a  few  ufelefs  bombs  into 
Fouras,  and  carry  off  a  few  barges,  and  a  boat,  in 
which  were  fome  ladies  from  la  Rochelle,  whom  the 
conquerors  very  politely  fent  back.  We  could  not 
conceive  that  they  had  difappeared  in  this  manner 
without  having  made  the  flighted  effort  to  land.  The 
inhabitants  of  la  Rochelle,  and  of  Rochefort,  in  their 
furprife,  went  upon  this  famous  Plain,  congratulating 
and  embracing  each  other  for  joy,  while  they  reflected 
to  how  trifling  a  circumftance  they  owed  their  fafety. 
A  tolerable  good  artifice  of  M.  de  Langeron,  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Commandant  at  Fouras,  had  contributed 
to  deceive  the  enemy.  To  make  his  little  troop  ap- 
pear  more  confiderable  to  them,  he  caused  his  foldiers 
to  pals  in  review  now-and-then,  and  to  return  with 
their  coats  infide  out,  fo  as  to  give  an  idea  of  frefli 
troops  under  another  uniform.  Some  emiflaries,  who 
were  induced  to  let  themfelves  be  taken  on  purpofe, 
kept  up  this  idea  among  the  Englifh ;  and  from  their 
report  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  event,  this  con¬ 
trivance,  which  was  laughed  at  upon  land  as  a  childifht 
one,  had  fucceeded. 

At  London,  that  proud  people-- -who  always  con¬ 
demn  their  Generals,  when  their  enterprizes  are  not 
attended  with  fuccefs— -was  incenfed  with  a  retreat 
too  fimilar  to  that  from  Port  TOrient.  It  might  have 
been  imagined,  that  the  example  of  what  had  puffed 
upon  that  occafion,  would  have  infpired  the  Generals 
of  the  prefent  expedition  with  greater  confidence ; 
and  this  confideration  rendered  them  more  culpable. 
There  was  a  court-martial  appointed  to  try  them.; 
it  was  expected,  that  the  cataftrophe  of  Admiral  Byng 
would  be  renewed  ;  but  though  in  reality  more  cul¬ 
pable  than  he,  the  law  acquitted  them,  inafmuch  as 
their  orders  were  conditional,  and  that  to  condemn 
them;  the  proceedings  rauft  haye  been  founded  upon 

a  num- 
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a  number  of  fadts,  which  mud  have  been  inquired  into 
in  France  :  an  abfurd  and  impradticable  idea  f . 

India  was  the  only  part  of  the  world  in  which  the 
Englifh  had  any  remarkable  fuccefs  this  year :  the  in¬ 
telligence  they  received  from  thence,  afforded  them 
fome  little  confolation  for  their  ill  fuccefs,  in  Canada, 
and  in  Europe.  They  had  the  lefs  reafon  to  expedt 
this,  as,  with  moderate  and  weakened  forces,  they  had 
a  troublefome  war  to  fudain  againft  the  Soubah  of 
Bengal.  If  the  French,  dill  animated  with  the  con¬ 
quering  genius  of  Dupleix,  had  joined  their  intered  to 
thole  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  they  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  derived  a  great  advantage  from  it, 
and,  with  the  reinforcements  fent  from  Emrope,  might 
have  maintained  themfelves  with  glory  in  Indodan. 
But  on  this  occadon,  too  faithful  to  the  neutrality  agreed 
upon  refpedting  the  borders  of  the  Ganges,  they  gave 
their  enemies  time  to  breathe,  and  to  lurprize  them. 
Chandernagor  fell  into  their  hands,  and  this  , 

lofs  turned  the  fcale  entirely  in  favour  of  *  arc  * 
the  Englifh. 

At  the  time  of  the  rupture  between  the  two  Crowns, 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  had  caufed  the  Syndics  and 
Diredtors  of  the  India  Company  to  be  aflembled,  in 
order  that  they  might  difcufs  among  themfelves,  whe¬ 
ther  it  were  more  expedient  to  fufpend  or  to  continue 
the  trade.  They  readily  perceived,  from  the  afpiring 
.  views  of  this  Minider,  that  he  was  inclined  to  have  it 
continued,  and  this  was  a  diffident  reafon  for  thofe 
Gentlemen  to  comply  with  his  ideas,  upon  a  promife 
from  the  part  of  M.  de  Machault,  that  he  would  pro¬ 
tect  the  navy  of  the  proprietors  with  the  whole  weight 
of  the  King’s  maritime  forces.  Accordingly,  two  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers  had  been  chofen,  and  commilTioned  to 
command  this  fquadron  and  the  troops ;  one  was  M. 
d’Ache,  and  the  other  Count  Lai ly.  Thefe  two  men, 
promoted  by  the  fpirit  of  intrigue,  rather  than  by  the* 
will  of  the  Minider,  were  the  mod  improper  for  this 
expedition.  The  fird,  having  a  great  deal  of  ambi¬ 
tion,' 

f  The  neceffary  informations  might  have  been  particularly 
taken  fiom  a  manulcnpt  account,  communicated  to  us  by  an  eve- 
waned,  and  which  we  (hall  give  in  the  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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in?’  WaS  T  ,deficie,nt  in  taJents  and  courage,  but  hav¬ 
ing  no .part,  cular  inducement  for  this  long,  diftant,  and 

ifficult  commiflion,  had  accepted  the  port  with  no 
o  her  view  than  to  haften  his  promotion  to  the  flag 

!trWhS  3  V6ry  Pr°Ud  man;  and-  feeing  with  reluctance 
that  he  was  appointed  only  to  command  merchants 

was  already  difgufted  before  he  fet  out.  Befides  he’ 
was  unfortunate,  all  his  expeditions  having  been  mark¬ 
ed  by  feme  d, farter.  This  one  began  in  the  fame  in- 
aufpicious  manner  He  was  obliged  to  bring  to,  after 
laving  ,ct  fail  Some  accidental  events  happened  in 
h,s  iquadron.  He  had  then  two  of  the  Kind’s  rtrips 
joined  to  his  own,  which  gave  at  leaft  fome  importance 

1S  C0!Pll!<in<-  >  t.ieir  deftination  was  changed,  fo 
that,  remaining  with  only  fome  fhips  of  the  Indif  Com¬ 
pany  ne  thought  his  dignity  called  in  queftion.  Some 
tuibu.ent  perfons  who  governed  him,  and  others  inte- 

rteV?  ?  I??"2  h\m  ?d  advice’  applauded  much  the 
ep  which  his  pride  diftated,  to  give  in  his  refignation. 

..  .  ' 4'  >  ie  had  thus  reiigned  the  command  of  the 
,  ’  uPon  tn«  frivolous  pretence  that  the  fltip  was 

unable  to  keep  the  lea ,  while  M,  de  Kerfaint,  who, 
ucceeded  hi  n  had  fuccefsfully  executed  his  commif- 
lion,  i  his  fault  would  have  deprived  him  of  all  hopes 
o  pieferment,  iy  Count  Maurepas  had  remained  at  the 
head  of  the  marine  department  The  fecond,  would 
jjave  ruined  him  under  M.  de  Machault  ;  but  M,  de 
Moras  was  under  the  controul  of  the  officers.  This 
officer,  having  repented  of  his  caprice,  and  having  fent 
a  fecond  meflenger  to  retract,  the  Minifter  (till  deter¬ 
mined  the  King  to  thank  him  for  this  mark  of  his  zeal, 
and  he  fet  fail.  A  fecret  milunderftanding  between 
the  Captains  of  the  Company  and  the  Commander, 
were  not  Ids  the  refult  of  this  unfortunate  beginning! 
The  captains  having  no  doubt  of  the  contempt  which 
he  had  for  them,  returned  it  to  him,  and  grounded  it, 
not  upon  puerile  motives  of  vanity,  as  M.  d’Ache  had 
done,  but  upon  his  real  incapacity  for  the  expedition. 

e  fhall  (ind  hereafter,  that  this  motive  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  but  too  well  founded.  From  a  tolerably  good 
private  officer,  which  he  had  been,  he  became  a  bad 
Commodore. 


With . 


o  F  L  E  W  I  S  XV.  n  5 

With  refpe£t  to  M.  de  Lally,  the  defire  of  obtaining 
the  red  riband,  and  the  thirft  of  gold,  had  led  him  to  an¬ 
other  hemifphere,  rather  than  his  duty  or  the  love  ol  his 
country.  His  companions  were  fo  well  acquainted  with 
his  tuin  lor  rapine  and  oppredion,  that  they  advifed 
him  not  to  go,  prefaging  to  him  a  finifier  end.  Being 
of  a  ha  fey,  hard,  and  even  ferocious  difpofition,  he  loon 
quarrelled  with  M.  d’Ache,  whofe  manners  were  gen¬ 
tle,  and  who  was  lull  of  attention  and  pobtenefs  in  lo- 
ciety.  Befides,  M.  de  Lally  could  not  but  dilpleafe  at 
Pondicherry,  where  he  came  to  lucceed  the  fortunate 
Bully,  the  confidant,  and  the  right-hand. man  of  Du- 
pleix  ;  he,  who  having  been  acquainted  with  his  plans, 
knew  bed  how  to  make  them  lucceed.  He  might  have 
expected,  that  all  the  fervants  of  the  Company,  and 
efpecially  the  military  men,  would  be  leagued  againd 
him,  exafperated  as  they  were,  that  an  officer  ot  the 
King’s  forces,  entirely  unacquainted  with  this  peculiar 
kind  of  war,  fhould  fet  himfelf  up  to  take  from  them 
the  honours  and  rewards,  which  they  thought  ,  they 
had  deferved  by  their  talents  and  their  long-continued 
labours.  It  was  much  worfe,  when  to  thefe  perfonal 
pretenfions,  the  new  Brigadier  joined  the  in  flexibility 
of  command,  the  folly  of  his  proceedings,  the  inhu¬ 
manity  and  barbarity  of  treatment. - -But  let  us  not 

previoufly  excite  the  indignation  of  the  reader,  by 
drawing  the  picture  of  a  monder,  who  will  fhew  him¬ 
felf  too  well  by  his  actions,  when  the  time  comes  to 
bring  him  forward  upon  the  feene. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  view  to  the  land-war,  which 
was  commencing,  and  was  not  lefs  remarkable  than 
that  upon  fea,  by  the  intereding  nature,  the  grandeur, 
and  fingularity  of  events. 

We  left  the  King  of  Pruffia  in  Saxony,  where  he 
continued  to  live  at  the  expence  of  that  unfortunate 
country.  All  the  informations  received  from  thence, 
made  people  ihudder  at  the  horrid  vexations  experien- 
ced  there  from  the  conquering  Monarch,  from  his  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers,  his  troops,  .and  the  meaned  of  his  foldi- 
ers.  He  not  only  burthened  the  villages  with  enor¬ 
mous  contributions,  both  with  refpedt  to  men  and  mo¬ 
ney,  but  he  feemed  inclined  to  compel  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants 
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though  he  protefted  that  Z  h,7  Z  aa‘0ns  J  aI' 
proSor  "it'5  gUa"lian’/nd  ft-^there'on^a't6 

furn,ft  the  number  of  men  r^red b  'htata'0 
not : conUnWm  D°‘  medd'e  wkh  affairs’ that  did 

tit^d  restss  - 

infinuated  to  the  foreign  Minifters  refidin’g  at  Drefden 

faw  but  fhe  P  t0tthu  King  °f  Pofand  at  War-’ 
law  ,  but  they  anfwered  that  they  had  no  advice  nor 

ordemorecetve  upon  that  head,  but  from  their  own 

So  many  oppreflions  intitled  the  other  Power,  to 
vent  then-  abufe  again,!  him  in  their  public  atblndac 
cordmgly,  they  reproached  his  Ma jetty  in  the  raoftvio- 
lent  terms  France  told  him,  that  by  fuch  acondZ 

bm/U£ient  ‘t‘  he  "fa*'*  neilher  h£n 

the  Saxon  '  T  r  EmPrefs  of  Ruffia  declared  to 

the  Saxon  Mmifter  refidtng  at  her  Court,  that  fhe  me- 

SoneatoeVrSe’,  T  0nl^Pr°P°«ioned  to  the  dama- 
La  f  hC  el^a°rate>  but  ‘be  enormity  of  this 
rajb  infringement  of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  King  of Pruf- 

fZ  r  r n°"  r  ^°‘taU’  Minifter  from  Saxony  at 

he  Genera!  Diet  of  the  Empire,  in  the  memorial  writ' 

en  w  anfwer  to  that  of  h,s  Pruffian  Majefty,  recapitu¬ 
lating  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  exclaimed  :  thefe 
are  fails  fo  well  atteftef  that  if  men  Jhould  he  flent 
even  the Jlones  nrnuld f peak.  The  Emprefs  Queen,  en- 
termg  into  ft, 11  greater  details,  defcribed  the  well- 
known  turbulent  difpofttion  of  this  Prince,  his  under¬ 
bid  intrigues  ,n  foreign  Courts,  his  continual  infrac¬ 
tions  of  treaties,  violated  as  foon  as.  they  were  fign- 

ed, 

*  See  the  circular  letter  of  the  Court  of  France,  to  all  its 
Mun tiers  in  foreign  Courts,,  in  the  month  of  September  1756. 
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ed,  and  his  alternate  aggreflions  againlt  the  wcakeft  of 
his  neighbours.  Sheaccufed  him,  of  being  guided  by 
no  rule  of  condudt,  but  that  of  his  own  intereft  ;  of  ac¬ 
knowledging  no  right,  but  that  of  the  ftrongeft  ;  and  of 
adopting  no  meafures,  but  fuch  as  were  dictated  by  vio¬ 
lence  or  perfidy,  according  as  they  lerved  his  turn  f. 
The  Emperor  at  length  cited  him  to  the  tribunal  of  the* 
Empire ;  and  had  releafed,  by  a  decree,  all  the  fub- 
je.dts  of  that  Prince  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 
him. 

Thefe  invettives,  threats,  and  ^decrees,  did  not  inti¬ 
midate  Frederic  ;  and,  while  an  aflaflination  was  at¬ 
tempted  on  the  King  of  France,  mild  as  he  was,  and 
in  the  mid  ft  of  a  nation  who  idolize  their  Sovereign,  the 
King  of  Pruffia  was  feen  in  the  heart  of  an  enemy’s 
country,  though  anathematized  by  the  Chief  of  the 
Empire,  denounced  to  the  nations  as  the  diflurber  of 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  as  the  fcourge  of  man¬ 
kind,  yet  walking  alone,  difcarding  every  attendance, 
orelcort,  in  obfcurity,  in  the  depth  of  night;  while, 
among  fuch  a  number  of  opprefled  per fons,  one  fingle, 
faithful  fubjedt  was  not  excited  to  claim  his  liberty  and 
avenge  his  Sovereign.  But  if  his  great  foul  was  fiupe- 
rior  to  every  vulgar  terror,  yet  was  he  not  undifmayed 
at  a  league  which  was  daily  increafing  to  crufli  him. 

The  Diet  of  Ratifbon  decreed  by  a  Conclu -  _ 

fum,  that  the  feveral  States  of  the  Empire  1  ?  Jan* 
fhould  concur  with  all  their  might  in  the  re-eftablifti- 
ment  of  public  tranquillity — in  the  reftoration  of  the 
King  of  Poland  to  his  hereditary  dominions,  with  the 
moft  complete  indemnity— and  in  procuring  to  the  Em- 
prefs,  as  Queen  and  Ele&refs  of  Bohemia,  the  fatif- 
fadlion  that  was  due  to  her  :  for  thefe  purpofes,  each 
Circle  were  to  furnifti  three  times  more  than  their  ordi¬ 
nary  contingent,  and  to  hold  their  troops  in  readineis 
to  march  to  the  relief  of  the  opprefted. 

Count  d'Affry,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  from  France 
at  the  Hague,  acquainted  the  States  General,  that 
his  mafter,  as  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia, 

and 

f  See  the  anfwer  of  the  Em  prefs  Queen,  to  the  Motives  of 
the  King  of  Pruffia, 
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and  in  confequence  of  the  new  one  of  Verfailles,  pro- 
poled  to  affemble  a  body  of  troops  upon  the  Lower- 
Khine,  about  Dufleldorp,  for  the  advantage  of  his  al- 
hes,  opprefled  by  the  King  of  Pruffia  $  but  that  his 
forces,  tar  from  attempting  any  thing  that  could  give 
any  alarm  to  their  High  MightinelTes,  would  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  their  defence,  if  they  fhould  be  molefted  on 
account  of  the  neutrality  they  had  engaged  in.  To 
which  the  States  General  aniwered  by  repeated  afTu- 
rances  that  they  would  keep  their  word. 

7  March.  ,TTh?  Czarina,  impelled  by  the  Marquis  de 
1  Hopital,  AmbafTador  Extraordinary  from 
Lewis  XV.  to  her  Court,  to  haften  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
Iated  in  her  acceflion  to  the  treaty  of  Verfailles,  de¬ 
manded  of  the  King  of  Poland  a  palTage  for  her 
troops;  and.  in  defiance  of  the  reprefentations  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  and  even  of  his  requifition  of  auxiliary 
tioops,  which  he  pretended  to  have  a  right  to  claim, 
the  Ruffians  cr  oiled  the  country,  to  the  number  of 
fouifcore  thouland  regular  troops,  and  prepared  to  en¬ 
ter  upon  Ducal  Pruffia. 

Fhe  King  of  Sweden  declared,  that,  in  quality  of 
guarantee  of  the  treety  of  Weftphalia,  he  could  not 
avoid  marching  his  troops  into  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  do¬ 
minions,  and  into  the  divifion  of  the  Dutchy  of  ante¬ 
rior  Pomerania,  to  avenge  the  violated  conflitution  of 
the  Empire — to  compel  that  Prince  to  give  the  fa- 
tisfadlions  required — and  to  reftore  the  peace  of  Ger¬ 
many  *. 

In  a  word,  the  King  of  Denmark,  notwithflanding 
the  conformity  of  his  religion  to  that  of  the  King  of 
Pruffia — who  declared  himfelf  the  fupporter  of  the 
Proteflant  faith,  which  it  was  meant  to  deflroy,  and 
notwithflanding  his  confangumity  with  the  King  of 
Great  Britain — affined  Lewis  XV.  by  his  Minifler  in 
France,  that  he  would  obferve  the  treaties  of  union 
and  neutrality,  and  that  he  would  not  furnifh  any 
troops  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty  in  the  prefent  con- 
tefl. 


When 


*  See  the  manifefto  of  the  Swedifh  General, 
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When  we  fee  fo  many  Powers  united  againft  a  meer 
Elector  of  Brandenbourgh,  notwithflanding  the  know¬ 
ledge  we  have  of  his  military  and  political  talents,  there 
was  no  one  who  did  not  foretel  a  fatal  deftiny  for  him 
at  the  end  of  the  campaign — who  did  not  think  that  he 
had  deceived  himfelf  with  regard  to  his  own  powers, 
and  to  the  affirtance  he  had  flattered  himfelf  with  from 
his  allies.  So  low  was  his  credit  then  reduced,  that, 
endeavouring  to  negotiate  at  Amfterdam  a  loan  of  one 
hundred  thoufand  crowns  f,  he  iailed  in  the  attempt. 
The  fubfidies  he  expected  from  England  did  not  come 
in,  becaufe  George  II.  had  himfelf  a  grear  deal  of  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  procuring  from  his  Parliament  the  neceffary 
fupplies  for  the  fupport  of  his  Hanoverian  dominions, 
threatened  by  the  French.  We  mutt  acknowledge, 
that  Frederic  had  no  reafon  to  repent  of  his  invafion  in 
Saxony  :  he  was  exerting  every  effort  to  prevent  his 
own  ruin,  which,  at  the  light  of  enemies  fo  numerous 
and  fo  powerful,  he  himfelf  confiaered  as  unavoidable 
— he  was  endeavouring  to  excite  his  fecret  partizans  in 
the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  to  open  negociations  for  peace, 
his  only  refource  ;  and  the  King  of  England,  although 
he  had  not  reaped  the  advantage  made  by  that  Prince’s 
diverfion  in  his  favour,  elpoufed  Inscaufe  from  motives 
of  gratitude.  The  animofity  was  too  ftrong,  and  the 
mediators  too  infufficient.  Already  had  the  French  de¬ 
prived  him  of  his  dominions  in  Weftphalia  ;  and  inftead 
of  keeping  upon  the  defenfive,  he  continued  to  attack. 
Four  bodies  of  his  troops  entered  Bohemia  at  f 
once,  in  four  different  places :  he  himfelf  gain-  °  May. 
ed  the  battle  of  Prague  :  he  inverted  the  city,  and  laid 
fiege  to  it.  A  conquefl:  of  this  kind,  by  making  him 
matter  of  all  Bohemia,  might  open  the  whole  country  of 
Germany  to  him.  This  capital,  clofely  prefled,  had 
already  no  more  than  a  few  days  provifions  :  it  had 
been  the  more  fpeedily  reduced  to  famine,  as  five-and- 
thirty  thoufand  men  of  the  beaten  army  had  retired 
into  it  ;  it  was  bombarded  without  intermiflion,  and 
cannonaded  with  red-hot  balls.  Too  much  precipita¬ 
tion  made  the  conquering  Monarch  lofe  all  the  advan¬ 
tage 

-fi  Twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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tage  of  his  victory,  and  brought  him  back  to  the  brink 
of  ruin. 

Marshal  Daun,  at  the  head  of  near  forty  thoufand 
men,  was  coming  up  to  its  relief ;  the  King  of  Pruflia 
prefuming  too  much  .  upon  his  ftrength,  and  upon  the 
ailcouragement  prevailing  among  the  Auftrians,  thought 
he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  rtiew  himfelf,  in  order  to 
put  them  to  flight..  He  marched  out  of  his  camp  with 
the  chief  part  of  his  army,  and  advanced  to  the  Mar- 
lhal,  ^  who  was  intrenched  upon  the  brow  of  a  hill  ;  by 
which  manoeuvre  he  gave  the  enemy  every  advantage 
of  which  he  deprived  himfelf.  His  troops  went  up 
1 8  June.  times  to  the  charge,  and  were  as  often 

repulfed  and  overthrown.  At  length,  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  field  of  battle,  with  the  lofs  of 
twelve  thoufand  men  ;  the  communication  with  Prague 
was  opened  again— he  was  forced  to  raifethe  fiege,  and 
to  evacuate  all  Bohemia.  It  was  upon  this  occafion 
that  he  appeared  more  great  than  ever,  by  making  a 
noble  avowal  of  his  rafhnefs  :  “I  have  no  reafon  to 
“  complain  of  the  bravery  of  my  troops,”  he  wrote  to 
one  of  his  confidants,  “  nor  of  the  inexperience  of  my 
“  officers  ;  I  have  committed  the  fault  myfelf,  and  I 
“  hope  to  repair  it.” 

Unfortunately  the  French— who  had  amufed  them- 
ielves  with  writing  the  moll  inful  ting  fongs  upon  him — - 
who  had  defcribed  him  as  reduced  to  the  lowed;  extre¬ 
mity,  and  as  having  no  refource  left  but  in  his  rage, 
and  in  a  glorious  death — were  the  fir  ft  to  furnifh  the 
occafion  of  renewing  the  luftre  of  his  glory,  by  their 

c  Nov.  ^ameful  de^at  at  Rofbach.  The  General's 
letter  to  the  King,  upon  this  occafion,  ex- 
prefles,  better  than  any  thing  we  could  add,  the 
difafter  and  opprobrium  of  this  day.  The  Prince  of 
boubife’s  letter  was  contained  in  the  following  terms  : 

“  I  write  to  your  Majefty  in  the  excels  of  my  defpair  ; 

“  the  defeat  of  your  army  is  complete.  I  cannot  tell 
“  you  how  many  of  your  officers  have  been  killed,  are 
“  taken,  or  miffing - 

This  letter — which  perhaps  furnifhes  the  firft  inftance 
of  a  Courtier’s  telling  the  plain  truth  upon  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion,  and  without  alledgingany  excufe  ;  and  the  mo- 

defty 
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defly  which  the  Prince  of  Soubife  afterwards  iliewed, 
in  refigning  the  command,  and  ferving  in  the  quality 
of  Lieutenant  General  under  Marflial  Richelieu---ato* 
ned,  in  the  opinion  of  many  perfons,  for  his  weaknef*, 
in  having  taken  upon  himfelf  an  employment  lor  which 
he  was  unfit.  A  good  citizen  and  a  brave  foldier,  he 
difcovered  too  late,  that  he  was  a  bad  General.  It  is 
necefTary  to  add,  at  lead  as  his  adherents  give  out, 
that  he  had  been  forced  by  the  Prince  of  Saxe  Hild* 
bourgfhaufen,  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  Cir¬ 
cles,  to  attack,  and  that  all  the  misfortune  of  the  day 
was  to  be  attributed  to  this  General  of  the  Empire, 
fince  our  troops,  being  no  more  than  auxiliaries  in  that 
affair,  the  French  Commander  was  obliged  to  pay  a  de¬ 
ference  to  his  orders,  or  at  lead  to  his  advice. 

However  this  may  be,  the  defeat  was  fo  much  the 
more  difgraceful,  as  the  combined  army  was  ftronger 
by  two-thirds  than  that  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  ;  that 
we  were  the  dupes  of  a  feint  made  by  that  Monarch, 
who,  feeming  to  retreat,  led  us  into  a  fnare,  which  not 
only  rendered  our  iuperiority  of  numbers  ufelefs,  but 
alfo,  by  throwing  us  into  a  mod  difadvantageous  po- 
fition,  left  us  expofed,  almod  defencelefs,  to  the  whole 
fire  of  his  artillery.  If  the  battle  was  not  fo  bloody  as 
we  had  reafon  to  fear,  it  was  owing  to  the  good  ma¬ 
noeuvres  of  the  Duke  de  Broglio  and  the  Count  de  Si. 
Germain.  M.  de  Soubife  had  alio  the  good  fenle  to 
fubmit  to  their  advice,  and  to  be  guided  by  them. 

As  this  is  the  only  time  in  this  war  that  Frederic  had 
any  opportunity  of  engaging  v/ith  the  French,  and  as 
the  hiftory  of  this  Prince  makes  no  part  of  our  plan, 
we  fliall  now  lofe  fight  of  him,  leaving  him  to  drug¬ 
gie  feveral  years  with  alternate  good  and  bad  fortune, 
againd  the  Swedes,  the  Ruffians,  and  the  Audrians, 
and  extricating  himfelf  at  lad  from  his  critical  fituation, 
by  a  general  peace.  We  only  wifh.  to  complete  his 
triumph,  that  his  glory  had  not  been  tarnifhed  by  a 
multitude  of  vexations  and  cruelties  in  Saxony,  which 
his  enemies  have  undoubtedly  exaggerated,  and  which 
his  defperate  fituation,  perhaps,  rendered  necefTary,  but 
which  humanity  mud  ever  deplore. 

V  o  l  ,  III.  G 
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I  lie  lols  of  the  battle  of  Roibach  was  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  conferences  to  the  French,  it  deprived 
uiemofaHthebenehtof  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign 
wt  Weftphalia,  and  became  the  caufe  of  an  unorece- 
dented  revolution,  which  rendered  this  unfortunate 
■country  again  the  theatre  of  the  calamities  of  war 
bince  the  month  of  March,  Marflral  d’Eftrees  had 
hgned  a  convention  at  Vienna,  by  which  the  Kin?  of 
Fiance  obliged  himfelf  to  make  his  army  crofs  the  We- 
*er’.  m  order  to  enter  the  deflorate  of  Hanover.  The 
period  for  this  was  fixed  on  the  loth  of  July,  or  fooner  • 
ror,  in  the  plan  of  the  campaign  prefented  to  the 
.”£>  this  General  had  forefeen  the  difficulties  that 
might  retard  the  event  and  this  forefight  had  not  been 
imputed l  to  nim  as  a  crime.  The  army  having  affem- 
,ed  at  V/eltl,  he  nad  taken  the  command  on  the  27th 
of  April.  He  was  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  famous  fince  the  battle  of  For, tench:  he  had  per¬ 
plexed  this  Prmce  by  different  marches  and  counter¬ 
marches  ;  he  had  made  him  apprehenfive  of  being  fur- 
rounded  in  his  camp  at  Bielefeld,  and  had  forced  him 
to  a aandon  it,  and  torcpafs  the  Wefer,  in  order  to  co- 
ver  the  deflorate. 

.  ^  *^s  ^ow  an(J  methodical  proceeding  did  not  fa- 
risty  the  impatience  cf  the  Paritkns,  and  murmurs  were 
aimverfally  excited  againft  the  Marihal.  It  was  not 
confidered,  whether  he  could  have  acted  in  a  different 
manner,  and  whether  the  obftacies  he  met  with  upon 
the  article  of  iubfiftence  were  not  the  caufe  of  his  de¬ 
lay.  It  was  imagined,  that  nothing  was  to  refill  the 
impetuofity  oi'tl*e  French;  and  experience  had  fhewn 
that  when  once  the  firft  ardour  of  our  troops  was 
cooled,  it  was  to  be  feared  they  might  grow  difguft- 
ed  :  this  laft  circumftance  gave  fome  plaufibility  to  the 
inarms  of  fenfible  perfons,  who,  without  throwing 
:y  pofitivc  blame  upon  the  General,  would  willingly 
have  feen  him  give  fome  decifive  ftroke.  At  leneth  the 
opportunity  offered  itielr,  and  the  battle  of  Haflembeck 
reconciled  him  to  the  people.  But  this  was  no  longer 
0  arT  ule  to  him.  The  enemies  of  M.  d’Eftrees,  who 
v/ere  partly  the  authors  of  the  complaints— who  fo¬ 
mented 


/ 
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merited  and  increafed  them — had  caballed  in  iiich  a 
manner  at  Court,  that  Marfhal  Richelieu  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed.  This  intelligence  was  made  known,  exactly 
at  the  time  that  the  news  of  the  victory  arrived.  The 
converfations  were  then  changed  in  companies,  where 
the  vidtory  was  talked  of  with  the  warmed  intereft. 
The  Marfhal  was  pitied,  juftified,  and  regretted  ;  peo¬ 
ple  were  afhamed  of  having  doubted  his  military  ta¬ 
lents  ;  it  was  wifhed  that  the  Court  would  retraCl  its 
orders,  and  every  one  was  delighted,  that,  before  he 
retired,  he  had  at  lead  this  glorious  aCtion  to  oppofe  to 
his  depreciators  ;  vows  were  made  that  his  return  might 
be  marked  by  fome  other  fortunate  event,  and  that 
he  might  make  his  appearance  crowned  with  frefh 
laurels. 

To  thefe  compaffionate  feelings  for  the  difgrace  of 
the  General,  indignation  was  loon  added,  when  feve- 
ral  letters  from  the  army  mentioned,  that  the  day  of 
the  battle  of  Hadembeck,  ought  to  have  been  the  lad 
ot  the  Hanoverian  army,  if  every  one  had  done  his 
duty ;  that  they  would  all  have  been  unavoidably 
made  prifoners  of  war,  according  to  the  combination  of 
the  diderent  and  correfponding  attacks  ;  and  that  this 
hne  plan  had  failed  of  fuccels,  merely  from  the  jea- 
loufy  of  the  General  officers.  Among  others,  the  Count 
de  Maillebois,  Quartermader  General  of  the  army  was 
named,  in  whom  Marfhal  d’Edroes,  knowing  his  °reat 
capacity,  had  placed  an  unreferved  confidence.  He 
was  accufed  of  an  enormous  perfidy,  fo  much  as  to 
have  abufed  his  confidence,  to  have  lent  him  a  falfe 
intelligence,  and  to  have  ordered  of  himfelf  difpofitions 
capable  of  putting  a  dop  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majes¬ 
ty's  arms.  Thefe  complaints  were  the  grounds  of  a 
court-martial,  upon  which  the  fentiments  of  the  Court 
and  city  were  divided  during  the  winter.  There  was, 
however,  but  one  cry  on  the  fide  of  the  patriots,  re¬ 
quiring  the  head  of  the  traitor — whole  guilt  was  fo 
much  the  greater,  as  his  talents  were  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  and  as  he, could  not  have  erred,  without  doinp- 
Jt  knowingly  and  purpofely.  We  dial!  fee  hereafter 
how  the  affair  turned. 

G  2  The 
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The  cirajmftance  tuat  confirmed  arid  encouraged  the 
Count  ot  Maillebois  in  his  extraordinary  conduft  to- 
w'ards  the  Mar flial,  was  his  collufion  with  the  Minifter 
ot  tne  War  department,  and  undoubtedly  with  the  fa¬ 
vourite  alfo,  wifliing  to  difguft  M.  d’ERrees,  whom 
Jne  had  not  appointed,  and  who  did  not  pay  his  court 
to  her.  It  is  a  fa£t  admitted  *,  that  the  Count  held  a 
lecret  correfpondence  with  the  Marquis  de  Paulmy  ; 
that  he  often  diipatched  couriers  extraordinary  to  him. 
■tocnticife  the  conduit  of  the  General,  and  to  prefent 
other  plans  to  him;  and  that,  ever  frnce  the  2d  of  July, 
he  had  been  informed  of  the  Minifter’s  bavin?  propofed 
to  the  King,  to  appoint  a  fuccelTor  to  Countd’Ertrees. 
In  his  ambitious  dreams,  he  had  undoubtedly  flattered 
himlelr,  that  this  honour  would  devolve  upon  him  : 

he  was  much  difappointed  upon  feeing  Marfhal  Riche- 
lieu  arrive. 


_0n  the  30th  of  July — that  is  four  days  before  his 
vidtory  d  Eftrees  learnt  that  Marfbal  Richelieu  was 
coming  to  join  him  with  15,000  men.  His  Majefty,  in 
announcing  this  reinforcement  to  him,  affigned  as  the 
motive  for  removing  him  from  the  command,  that  be¬ 
ing  determined  to  join  the  two  armies,  he  was  defirous 
of  intruding  it  to  the  oldeft  officer.  The  reft  of  the 
letter  contained  matters  very  flattering  to  M.  d’Eitrees. 
W  e  cannot  reconcile  ourfelves  to  this  mean  conduft  in 
a  Sovereign,  who  excufes  and  palliates  his  conduct  to  a 
fervant  whom  he  difmiffies.  He  ought  never  to  do  this 
from  caprice,  from  insinuation,  or  from  perlonal  dif- 
like  :  there  fhould  be  always  fome  fubftantial  caufe,  ei¬ 
ther  a  fault,  or  an  incapacity,  on  the  part  of  the  perfon 
difgraced.  And  in  one  of  thefe  cales,  the  King  ought 
to  exprefs  himfelf  as  a  Judge  who  punifkes,  and  to 
manifefl  to  the  nation  the  motives  of  a  difmiffion, 
which  otherwise  they  can  only  dilapprove  and  cen- 
fure. 


1  here  were  at  that  time  in  the  army  three  Princes  of 
the  blood,  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  Prince  of  Conde, 
and  the  Count  de  la  Marche.  Their  opinion  ought  to 

have 


*  See  the  Explanations  presented  to  the  Ktng  by  Marfhal  d'Ef~ 
. trees •  4to.  Paris.  1758. 
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have  had  foine  weight  $  it  appeared  that  they  had  not 
been  consulted,  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans  exprefied  hu$ 
difpleafure  at  it,  by  leaving  the  army  to  go  to  Aix-la* 
Chtpelle,  the  waters  of  which  he  pretended  would  be 
of  ufe  to  him.  However,  before  lie  went,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  Marllial  Richelieu’s  vifit,  who  began  by  paying 
his  duty  to  their  Royal  HighnefTes.  Tliis  new  Gene¬ 
ral,  alter  having  had  a  conference  with  his  ^ 
predecdfor,  wrote  thus  to  the  King  :  “Mar-  ^  1  ** 

“  dial  d’Efhees  has  given  me  an  account  of  the  date 
“  of  the  army,  and  has  communicated  his  plans,  like* 
“  a  faithful  fubjedt.  Nothing  can  be  more  piudently 
“  conceived.  He  has  left  us  like  a  hero/' 

The  new  Genera!,  whofeaidour  was  not  fiackened 
by  age,  always  adtive,  always  brilliant,  appeared  at 
firft  to  be  the  perfon  bed  adapted  to  the  bufmefs :  and 
he  would,  perhaps,  have  made  his  predecehor  be  for¬ 
gotten  in  the  minds  of  the  inconftant  and  trifling 
French,  if  he  had  united  wifdom  and  maturity  of 
counfel  to  his  impetuous  valour  ;  if  he  had  had  a 
greater  degree  of  forefight,  and  efpecially  more  honefty 
and  moderation  ;  and  if,  contrary  to  the  conduct  of 
Marflial  d’Efhees,  he  had  not  advanced  into  Germany 
without  knowing  how  he  fhould  get  out  of  it.  lie 
marched  up  to  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  obliged  hint 
to  retreat,  purfued  and  preffed  him  with  that  impetuo- 
fity  which  is  irrehftible,  forced  him  to  fnut  himfelf  up* 
in  Stade,  and  wedged  him  in  there  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  the  Duke  would  certainly  have  been  obliged  to  fur- 
render,  to  an  enemy  who  would  have  been  cool  and 
patient  enough  to  wait. 

The  Marflial,  dazzled  with  the  glory  of  having, 
without  fcnking  a  blow,  terminated  the  war  in  this  • 
quarter,  accepted,  under  the  guarantee  of  the  King 
of  Denmark,  promifed  by  his  reprefentative,  Count' 
Lynar,  the  too-celebrated  convention  of  ~ 
Cloflx-r-Seven  ;  more  honourable,  undoubt-  10  ' 

edly,  and  more  ufeful,  than  a  battle  gained,  if,  drawing' 
it  up  in  a  clear  and  diftindt  manner,  he  had  given  it  alh 
the  neceffary  folidity  and  authenticity. 


France 
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France  pretended  by  this  convention,  that  ihe  be*- 
came  able  lute  miftrefs  of  all  the  dominions  of  the  Kin? 

?.  GT,at  Fntain  ln  Germany,  and  thofe  of  all  his  aj- 

,  ;  Ln  gland,  on  the  contrary,  contended  that  it  had 
?"}y  “ieItered  the  electorate  of  Hanover— by  putting 
it  into  a  date  of  neutrality— from  the  ravages  of  war, 

as  wtJi  as  the  poflefiions  of  the  neighbouring  Princes 
Lels  motives  than  thefe  would  have  occafioncd  a  rup¬ 
ture  upon  the  firtl  opportunity. 

,  °.  deteimine,  who  hm  broke  the  convention,  is  an 

.itiorical ^problem,  which,  like  many  others  that  one 
v.  oaki  think  ought  not  to  be  io,  remains  frill  to  be  re- 
,° \VQ^ •  F  v/e  credit  Voltaire — always  zealous  in  the 
etewiKe  and  praife  of  his  friend — it  was  the  fault  of  the 
iwiniirry  at  VerfaiJ les,  who  would  not  ratify  the  con¬ 
vention,  and  the  laws  impofed  by  the  French  General 
on  toe  Luke  of  Cumberland,  and  who  did  not  lend 
tncii  ratifi ration  till  five  days  after  the  battle  of  Rcf- 
bach*.  ^  According  to  the  Englifh,  on  the  contrary, 
^  was  the  Dune  de  Richelieu,  who,  in  contempt  of 
tne  treaty,  was  enriching  himfelf  with  exceffive  con- 
tnDutions,  and  the  plunder  of  a  country  expo  fed  with¬ 
out  cefence  to  Ills  arms  ^  endeavouring  thus,  in  the  mod 
cruel  and  barbarous  manner,  to  repair  his  fortune 
iquancerecl  in  the  diforderjy  life  of  a  libertine  Cour- 
'l  ■cy  L  In  a  vvoj'a,  according  to  the  Hi  ft  orica  l  ‘Journal 
o!  the  reign  oj  Leiv:s  XV.  and  other  private  memoirs,  it 
was  the  Hanoverians,  who,  notwithflanding  the  con¬ 
vention  of  Clclfer-Seven,  had  taken  up  arms  again  and 
palled  their  boundaries.  Thefe  fcveral  circumftanccs 
might  indeed  all  have  contributed  j  but  the  true  caufe 
of  the  breaking  of  the  capitulation,  was  the  defeat  of  the 
Prince  of  Soubiie.  This  event  revived  the  courage  of 
the  allied  troops,  who  perceived  the  weak  Hate  of  the 
conqueror.  In  a  word,  it  was  force  that  had  dictated 
the  convention,  and  it  was  force  that  broke  it.  This 
will  always  happen,  whenever  the  good  faith  of  the 
conquered  party  is  imprudently  trulled  to,  for  the  cb- 
iervance  oi  a  law  impofed  by  lorce. 

Another 


*  See  his  Steele  de  Louis  XV.  chap,  xxxiii. 

"t  Seethe  Hijlory  cf  the  War  of  1756,  w.itten  i/i  Fnal'fh, 
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Another  fault,  common  to  the  contracting  parties, 
was,  to  have  accepted  the  guarantee  of  a  Prince  too 
little  powerful  to  make  it  reflected.  Count  Lynar 
had  not  been  able  to  give  fatisfadion  to  the  Regency 
of  Hanover  for  their  complaints,  and  to  flop  the  ex- 
adions  of  the  French.  He  concluded'  by.  writing  to 
Mar  dial  Richelieu,  that  the  accommodation  was  at  * 
an  end  ;  that  there  was  no  longer  any  room  for  nego¬ 
tiation  on  his  part,  and  that  he  was  returning  to  Den¬ 
mark.  Prince  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  Duke  ot 
Biunfwick,  came  to  take  the  command  ot  the  troops, 
refuming  their  arms  in  all  parts,  and  fucceeded 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  who  returned  to  London 


difeontented  and  difgraced,  and  who  was  turned  into 
ridicule  at  Paris,  where  in  a  grotefque  caricature,  he  was 
reprefented  on  foot,  with  a  white  flick  in  his  hand,  go¬ 
ing  away  with  his  back  turned,  and  in  the  attitude  of 
fliame  and  defpair.  The  Englifh  had  certainly  frequent 
opportunities  afterwards  of  a  retaliation  more  durable, 
and  did  not  fail  to  improve  them. 

Jt  was,  however,  mofl  proper  that  the  General,  who 
had  been  one  of  the  contracting  parties  in  the  capita 
lation,  fliould  not  recommence  hoflilities.  The  Com¬ 
mander  who  fucceeded  to  the  King  of  England’s  fan, 
fent  an  officer  to  Marfhal  Richelieu,  to  acquaint  him, 
that  his  Britannic  Majtfly  had  intruded  him  with  the 
command  of  his  army  ;  that  he  did  not  enter  into  the 
motives  of  this  rupture,  a  juflifcation  of  which  would 
immediately  be  publiflied  by  the  Court  of  London  in 
a  rnanifefto;  and  that  with  regard  to  bimfelf,  he  would 
endeavour  from  that  time  to  deferve  his  cflcem.  The 
Mar flial  anfwered  in  the  following  terms  : 


“  S  I  R, 

<(  Although  for  fame  cays  pad,  I  have  obferved  that 
“  the  Hanoverian  troops  were  moving,  and  forming 
44  themfelves  into  a  body,  I  could  not  pofdbly  imagine, 
“  that  the  objedl  of  thefe .  movements  was  to  break 
44  the  convention  of  neutrality,  figned  on  the  8th  and 
44  10th  of  December,  between  his  Royal  Highnefs  and 
4<!  me.  The  good  faith,  which  I  naturally  fuppofed 
44  on  the  fide  of  the  King  of  England,  Eleftor.  of  Ha- 

44  noVer, 
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'  Jion'haS  hr°!i  hjS  S°r  7h°  haS  figncd  this  conven* 
that’  the  f r  me  r  t0  11]ake  me  Relieve, 

e  r  r1"!  02  °f  thefe  tr°°PS  Was  with  no 
Which  hffh  than  ?  IepkV°  the  winter  quarters 
!?  Cnf,  ad  b£en  TT'ked  °Ut  f°r  them*  T^e  repeat- 
,  mfornmtjons  I  have  received  from  all  quarters,  of 

evil  intentions  01  the  Hanoverians,  have  at  length 
unueceived  me,  and  it  may  clearly  be  difcovered^at 
premnt,  t  lat  there  is  a  fettled  plan  to  break  the  con- 
vention,  which  ought  to  be  holden  facred  and  invi- 

;rr;e‘  ,  J  ae  Kin§  mafter  having  bee n  informed 
ct  the  dangerous  movements,  and  of  the  breach  of 

tank  in  the  Hanoverians,  is  ftill  deflrous  of  giving 
■~ih  proofs  of  his  moderation,  and  of  his  wifti  to 
p^re  the  e/Fufion  of  blood.  It  is  with  this  view  I 
have  the  honour  to  declare  to  your  Serene  Highnefs 
that  if,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  you  fhould  take 
ome  equivocal  ftep,  and  ftill  more  if  you  fhould 
commit  any  a  Cl  of  hoftility,  I  will  carry  matters  to 
the  utmoft  extremity,  confidering  myfelf  as  autho¬ 
rized  to  a  Cl  in  this  manner  by  the  laws  of.  war.  I 
will  reduce  all  the  palaces,  royal  houfes,  and  crar- 
cens  to  allies  :  I  will  fack  all  the  towns  and  villages, 
without  fparing  the  final  left  hut.  In  a  word,  this 
country  fliall  experience  all  the  horrors  of  war.  I 
recommend  it  to  your  Serene  Highnefs  to  conlider, 
and  not  force  me  to  a  revenge  lo  contrary  to  the 
humanity  of  the  French  nation,  and  to  my  own  per- 
4i  fonal  chara&er. ” 
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He  kept  his  word  but  too  well :  and  though  obliged 
in  his  turn  to  fly,  and  to  repafs  the  Aller,  it  was  not 
till  after  he  had  previoufly  committed  the  moft  unheard- 
ot  cruelties  at  Zell.  He  had  juft  received  letters  ap- 
2r  Dec  pointing  him  Generaliftimo  of  the  armies  in 
Germany  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  occafion  that 
M.  de  Soubife  fubmitted  to  aCt  only  as  Lieutenant  Ge¬ 
neral.  The  Marfhal’s  increafe  of  dignity  contributed 
only  to  give  him  the  power  of  committing  greater  aCls 
of  horror  and  barbarity  in  the  dutchy  of  Hanover,  of 
which  he  remained  in  poffeflion  during  the  winter.  He 
paid  not  the  ieaft  regard  to  the  remonftrances  of  Prince 
Ferdinand.  At  length  the  complaints  and  expcftula- 

tions 
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tions  became  To  warm,  that  the  Court  of  Fiance  could 
not  fupport  him  any  longer,  and  he  was  fu- 
perfeded  by  a  Prince  of  the  Blood.  Here-  pelruaryt 
turned  to  Paris  laden  with  fpoils,  glorious 
undoubtedly,  if  he  had  acquired  them  in  adtion,  but 
difgraceful,  inafmuch  as  they  were  lefs  the  fruit  of  his 
vi<5tories,  than  of  his  inhumanity  and  avarice.  Plis  dii- 
grace  did  not  make  him  blufli  ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  the  impudence,  in  fome  fort,  to  eredt  a  trophy  of 
it,  in  a  fuperb  building,  which  he  had  conftrudted  with¬ 
in  view  of  the  capital,  and  which  the  jeders,  in  bitter 
derifion,  called  the  pavilion  ot  Hanover. 

It  is  not  confident  with  our  plan  to  give  a  detail  of 
all  the  little  military  faffs,  engagements,  and  battles, 
that  took  place  in  this  unfortunate  country  :  we  fhali 
only  obferve,that  the  French  could  never,  in  five  years, 
refume  that  fuperiority  which  one  campaign  had  given 
them  ;  that  their  Generals'  were  often  difgraced  there  ; 
and  that,  to  maintain  themfelves  in  it  with  alternate 
good  and  bad  fortune,  it  became  necelTary  to  lacrifice 
infinitely  more  men,  and  more  money,  than. .the  biilli-  - 
ant  fuccefies  of  Manlial  Saxe  had  cod. 

Count  Clermont,  who  fucceeded  Marflial  Richelieu,, 
undoubtedly  polfeiTed  the  qualities  fit  to  make  him 
equally  beloved  by  the  army  and  by  the  enemy.  Hu¬ 
mane,  mild,  affable,  and  popular,  he  began  by  having 
great  care  taken  of  the  fodders,  who  were,  reduced  to 
the  mod  deplorable  date.  The  fpirit  of  rapine,  too. 
common  in  war,  inftead  of  having  been  kept  under, 
had  been  encouraged  by  the  example  of  the  preceding 
General,  and  carried  to  incredible  excelfes.  His  High- 
nefs  condemned  to  the  pillory  a  keeper  of  a  magazine, 
who,  indead  of  receiving  the  rations  of  forage,  the 
country  was  to  fupply  him  with,  in  kind,  had  taken 
them  in  money  ;  and,  having  been  authorized  to  do  * 
this  by  the  Director  General,  named  Milin  de  Grand 
Maifon,  he  had  or  dered  the  latter  to  be  hanged  ;  who 
prevented  this  pnnifhment  by  his  efcape. 

After  having  proceeded  with  vigour  againd  the 
Commilfaries,  the  Prince  felt  the  neceffity  of  punifli- 
ing  other  guilty  perfons.  He  wrote  wrord  to  the  King, 
that  his  army  could  not  be  maintained  unlefs  difciplirfe 

G  5  .  were,- 


1 


If 


13°  THE  private  life 

were  leftored,  by  expelling  from  the  corps  a  great  num¬ 
ber  Oi  officers  who  had  abfented  themfelves  ;  but  that 
he  was  apprehenlive  his  Majefty’s  goodnefs  would  in¬ 
duce  him  to  pardon  mod  of  them.  The  King  affiured 
lum,  he  was  refolved  not  to  fpare  any  one.  The 

then  lent  him  a  lift  of  fifty-two  officers  who 
were  broken.  * 

He  was  incenfed  at  the  manner  in  which  Minden. 
I  i  March.  Surrendered,  after  having  been  inveded 
only  fix  days,  while  the  garrifon  confided 
or  eight  battalions  and  eight  fcjuadrons,  which  were 
made  prifoners  of  war.  It  was  an  effiential  pod  to 
prelerve,  as  it  covered  the  army  in  that  part,  and  pre¬ 
vented  r  rince  Ferdinand  from  advancing,  who  was 
too  prudent-  to  leave  inch  a  pod  behind  him.  The  did 
giaCv  of  to  is  bafe  capitulation  was  made  dill  more  ap¬ 
parent  by  the  conduct  of  a  corporal  of  the  regiment  of 
Lyonnois,  whofe  name  was  la  Jeuneffie.  Enraged  at 
feeing  tnat  he  was  going  to  be  led  away  priloner,  with 
lus  comrades  to  Migdebourg,  he  fpirifed  them  up  lo 
muCii,  tnat  he  co ;  lected  together  fifteen  hundred  of 
them.  At  the  head  of  this  band  he  forced  the  pod  of 
tee  enemy  tnat  was  oppofite  to  him,  made  his  way 
t  rough  it,  and  rejoined  with  his  corps  the  army  of 
tre  LvOunt  or  Cderinont.  We  are  foi'ry  that  we  can¬ 
not  inform  the  reader  what  reward  was  given  to  an 
attion  fo  generous,  worthy  of  the  times  of  heroilm  : 
but  all  the  officers  who  had  figned  the  furrender  of  the 
place  were  deprived  of  their  employments.  M.  de 
Morangies,  Lieutenant-  Genera],  who  commanded 
there,  was  exiled  to  fifty  leagues  didance  from  Paris ; 
and  M.  de  Maifoncelle,  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  Clermont-Prince,  was  fent  to  the  citadel 
of  la  Petite  Pierre ,  in  Alface.  The  Count  de  la  Guiche 
alone,  not  being  included  in  the  capitulation,  which  he 
relufed  to  fign,  had  the  penniffion  to  pay  his  court  to 
the  King. 

Unfortunately,  the  Prince  of  Clermont,  who  was 
Abbe  of  Saint  Germain  des  Prez,  underdcod  no  more 
how  to  conduct  his  army  than  his  monks.  He  had 
not  genius  enough  for  the  command,  and  he  had  to 
do  with  an  adveiiary  fo  Ikiiful,  that  he  could  not  have 

kept 
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kept  head  againft  him  for  a  long  time,  had  he  even, 
been  feconded  as  well  as  he  couid  be.  1 was  this 
knowledge  of  the  incapacity  of  his  Highneis,  which 
undouoedlv  gave  occafion  to  a  bon  mot  ol  the  Count 
de  Saint  Germain,  bold,  and  even  cynical,  but  too 
true.  This  General  Officer,  always  alert,  and  always 
coinmiffioned  to  difeover  the  enemy,  having  received 
the  vifit  of  an  Aid-de-camp  from  the  Prince  of  Conde 
— _who  was  commifhoned  to  afk  oi  him  m  what  quai- 
ter  the  enemy  was — the  Count  took  a  glafs,  gave  it  to 
him,  and  pointing  it  toward  head-quaiteis,  laid,  Look 
fledfajlly  ;  ‘ that  is  vie  fpot  where  the  enemy  is.  A  prog¬ 
nostic  too  true  cf  the  evils  which  foon  after  poured 
upon  the  French  army,  by  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of 
Crevelt,  and  the  taking  or  Dufieloorp. 

This  defeat  occafioned  the  greateft  concern  at  Ver- 
failles.  The  Dauphin,  who  knew  the  turn  of  the 
French,  and  the  difeouragement  the  troops  muff  ne- 
ceffarily  feel,  was  particularly  affedted  with  the  ftain 
it  reflected  on  the  name  or  bourbon.  He  conceived 
the  noble  project  of  effacing  it  inftantly.  He  wrote 
to  the  King",  and  afked  his  leave  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  beaten  enemy.  He.  urged  in  his  letters 
the  mo  ft  powerful  motives  to  periuade  him  ;  he  fore- 
flailed  the  objections  that  might  be  made  to  his  refo- 
lution,  protefting  that  he  would  do  nothing  without 
the  advice  of  the  General  Officers.  “I  am  certain,” 
faid  he,  in  the  conclufion  of  his  letter,  “  there  is  not 
il  a  Frenchman,  whole  courage  will  not  be  revived,  and 
“  who  will  not  become  invincible  at  the  fight  ot  your 
“  only  Son,  leading  them  on  to  battle.”  His  auguffi. 
father  returned  the  following  anfwer  :  u  Your  letter, 
“  my  Son,  moved  me  even  to  tears.  We  muff  not 
“  buffer  ourfelves  to  be  deprefled  by  misfortunes.  _  Def- 
“  perate  evils  require  defperate  remedies.  This  is  only 
“  a  trifling  check.  I  am  delighted  to  find  in  you  the. 
“  fentiments  of  our  anceffors,  but  it  is  not  yet  time  for 
“  iue  to  part  with  you.” 

In  this  important  letter,  we  fee  how  much  the  King 
was  impofed  upon.  This  adtion  had  been  reprefent- 
ed  to  him  as  a  mere  check,  which  was  a  complete  rout, 
which  made  us  lofe  in  one  day,  more  than  fourfeore 
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paign.  The  want  of  the  principles  of  the  art  among 
their  Chiefs,  their  bad  difpolitions,  their  inattention  to 
refources,  in  cafe  of  a  check  or  a  complete  defeat,  the 
little  confidence  the  troops  had  in  them  ;  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  joined  to  the  natural  character  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  fioon  inflated  with  fuccefs,  and  Hill  more  eafily 
difcouraged  by  adveifity,  concurred  in  producing  this 
difference. 

The  frequent  changes  of  the  Generals  contributed 
much  to  it  alfo.  M.  de  Contades  was  loon  fucceeded 
by  the  Duke  de  Bioglio,  who  was  created  „  p 
Marflial  of  France.  The  fliort  period  of  M.  1 
de  Contades’  command  was  marked  only  by  ‘ 
the  battles  of  Berghen  and  Minden.  The  * 
firft  had  been  gained  by  the  Duke  de  Broglio,  1  ^  a‘JJl 
the  latter  loft  under  the  orders  of  Contades,  * 
and  while  he  was  perfonally  prefent.  It  was  1  u&‘ 

more  fatal  and  even  more  difgraceful  than  *759“ 
the  battle  of  Crevelt.  The  Angular  circumftance  of  it 
is,  that  it  might  have  been  very  glorious,  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  it  having  been  well  made  ;  and  M.  de  Con¬ 
tades  complained,  that  it  was  the  Duke  of  Broglio, 
who  by  his  inadtion  had  prevented  the  happy  confe- 
quences  of  it.  However  this  may  be,  thefe  reproaches 
did  not  prevent  the  difgrace  of  the  one,  nor  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  other,  who  was  put  over  the  head  of 
more  than  one  hundred  officeis,  older  than  himfelf. 
When  he  had  received  the  baton ,  his  partizans  announ¬ 
ced  this  news  in  the  papers  in  the  following  terms : — 
“  The  Duke  of  Broglio  *,  Lieutenant  General  of 
“  the  King’s  forces,  has  juft  been  created  Marfbal 
“  of  France.  This  dignity  has  foreftalled  in  him  the 
“  number  of  years,  and  the  feniority  of  rank;  but  it 
<c  has  not  foreftalled  either  the  proofs  of  his  fuperior 
“  talents,  or  the  eclat  of  his  fervices,  or  the  fuffrages 
“  of  the  public.  If  this  had  been  the  immediate  re- 
“  ward  of  the  brilliant  vidtory  of  Berghen,  the  enemy 
“  would  certainly  not  have  had  to  objedt  to  us  the  fa- 
“  tal  day  of  Minden.”  Ail  this  was  true  ;  but  he  had 

a  brother. 


*  Gazette  of  Amfterdam,  28  December,  1759, 
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a  brother,  Count  Broglio,  who  was  his  advifer  his 
Mentor,  whom  he  could  not  do  without,  and  who  did 
him  much  injury.  Jealous,  envious,  turbulent,  hafty 
lofty,  and  hardy  he  was  as  much  detailed  by  the 
troops  as  his  elder  brother  was  beloved  by  them ;  and 
the  lu bjedlion  o:  this  one  to  his  younger  brother,  muff 
often  have  made  him  lpie  the  advantage  of  his  own  good 
qualities.  ® 


10  July  ,  Marllial  fignahzed  his  appointment  by 

1760/  r7  Viftoi7  of  Carbacil>  over  a  detachment 
of  30,000  Hanoverians.  They  were  com¬ 
manded  by  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Bmnfwick  ;  and 
this  young  hero,  raddy  impetuous,  having  begun  the. 
aflion  oefore  Piince  Ferdinand  could  come  up  to  his 
affiftance,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  leave  the  en¬ 
trance  into  Heffe  open,  obtaining  nothing  from  his  va¬ 
lour  but  a  idiot  in  the  loins.  The  defedion  of  Count 
Saint  Germain,  which  happened  a  little  after,  was  too 
ample  a  compenfation  for  thefe  advantages  in  the  eyes 
of  connoifleurs.  He  fent  back  his  red  riband  and  his 
brevets  to  the  King,  and  went  over  to  the  fervice  of 
Denmark.  He  was  an  excellent  officer,  the  lofs  of 
whom  was  attributed  to  the  intrigues  of  Count  Brox- 
lio.  He  could  have  lived  very  well  with  the  Marflial, 
whofe  talents  and  capacity  he  efteemed,  but  he  could 
not  bear,  that  he  fhould  in  fome  fome  fort  be  the  tool 
and  pupil  of  his  younger  brother. 

16  Od  ^be  bat5'e  Khinbergh,  on  the  Lower 
Rhine,  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  lefs  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  importance— though  that  was  confiderable, 
flnce  the  Marquis  de  Caftres,  who  gave  the  battle 
forced  the  fame  Hereditary  Prince  to  repafs  the  li¬ 
ver  and  raife  the  fiege  of  Welel — than  on  account  of  a 
particular  action,  almoft  forgotten  at  the  time,  but  the 
memory  of  which  ought  to  be  immortal.  M.  le  Cheva¬ 
lier  d'Affas,  Captain  in  the  regiment  of  Auvergne,  be* 
ing  fent  in  the  night-time  upon  a  fcout,  was  furprized 
by  a  pat  role  of  the  enemy  :  he  was  ordered  to  be  filent  ; 
and  they  threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he  fpoke  a  word  ; 
he  immediately  cried  out  the  louder  :  Come  here ,  Au - 
vergne,  the  enemy  are  here  !  This  generous  Curtius,  who 

ought 
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ought  to  have  leen  thefe  barbarians  fall  at  Lis  feet  with 
admiration,  was  mercilefsly  mafTacreci. 

Other  particular  advantages  gave  a  little  confolation 
to  the  French  for  the  Ioffes  they  experienced  at  that 
time  in  every  other  quarter,  and  made  them  applaud 
the  Marfhah  The  fine  defence  of  Fritzlar,  ^ 
by  M.  de  Narbonne,  who  obtained  the  ho-  ^ 
nourable  furname  of  the  city,  was  then  very 
much  extolled.  The  Hereditary  Prince,  who  profited 
as  much  by  a  defeat  as  by  a  victory,  was 
routed  at  Athenhayn,  near  Grunberg  ;  an 
affair  which  caufed,  the  raifing  of  the  liege  of  Caffel  and 
the  evacuation  of  HefTe,  into  which  the  enemy  had 
made  a  fudden  irruption,  and  gave  an  opportunity  to 
the  Pariiians  to  hear  Te  Deum  lung  ;  an  aCt  of  thanks¬ 
giving  to  the  Almighty,  which  we  had  not  been  able 
to  render  for  a  long  time  pah.  Thus  we  remained 
mailers  of  the  Landgraviate,  of  the  city  of  Minden, 
and  Gottinguen,  and  had  a  free  paffage  into  the  electo¬ 
rate  of  Hanover.  Alfairs  were  in  a  very  good  fituation  ; 
Prince  Ferdinand,  with  all  his  ability,  had  only  been 
able  to  retard  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms,  and  delay  for  a 
fihort  time,  the  junction  of  Scubile’s  army  with  Brog- 
lio’s ;  this  circumflance  gave  the  French  fo  great  a 
fuperiority,  that  the  Prince  ought  to  have  been  crufh- 
ed,  had  not  an  unfortunate  mifunderftanding  laved 
him. 

The  two  armies  were  in  fight,  and  it  was  agreed 
upon  to  attack,  but  the  quOftion  was,  when  and  how. 
This  is  the  difficulty  of  the  problem.  The  Prince  of 
Souhife  accufed  the  Duke  of  Broglio  with  having  be¬ 
gun  the  attack  too  foon,  in  hopes  of  acquiring  all  the 
honours  of  the  victory.  The  Duke  reproached  the 
Prince  with  having  loft  him  the  victory,  by  affifting 
him  too  late,  or  rather  by  not  fupporting  him  at  all, 
for  fear  he  fhould  gain  it.  Such  was  the  difpute  oc~ 
cafioned  between  thefe  two  Generals  in  the  -y  > 
affair  of  Filin  gfiraufen,  a  village  which  was  1  $ 
forced  at  firft  by  Marfhal  Broglio,  but  retaken  again 
the  next  day  by  Duke  Ferdinand.  We  have  afked 
the  opinion  of  feveral  officers,  eye-witnefies  of  this 
aCtion,  and  have  always  been  anfwered  according  to 

the 
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the  particular  bias  of  each.  But  from  the  teftimonies 
even  of  the  partisans  of  Marftal  Broglio,  we  are  in- 

JT,  t0r  t'1Ink,1K  ^a.s,  t0.blame-  I(  's  very  probable 
that  he  buffered  htmfelf  to  be  led  too  much  by  Count 

Urogho,  and  gave  way  to  his  indifcreet,  bold,  and 
ambitious  advice.  The  nation  was  the  fufFerer  Theft- 
rivals,  detefting  each  other,  feemed  refolved  to  remain 
tnadive  the  reft  of  the  year.  The  two  armies  divided  ; 
Marihal  Brogho  retired  towards  Caffel,  and  Mai  Aral 
oouone  crofted  the  Roer.  More  intent  upon  their  pri¬ 
vate  quarrels  than  upon  thofe  of  the  State.they  fent  their 
refpeftive  memoirs  to  Court.  The  latter  had  too  pow- 
1 762.  f !  ul an  aQVOCate  in  Madame  ae  Pompadour ; 
19  Feb.  ,IS  nva^  was  recalled,  and  received  a  letter 
ae  cachet ,  which  banifhed  him  upon  his  el- 
tate.  The  public,  ever  difpofed  to  pity  the  unfortu¬ 
nate,  though  little  informed  of  the  nature  of  the  griev¬ 
ances,  and  lidening  only  to  their  eileem  for  the  accufed* * * § 
and  their  contempt  or  the  accufer,  decreed  him  an  ho¬ 
nour  very  capable  of  alleviating  his  diigrace.  The  day 
‘VterT^s  ex^e’  rhe  tragedy  of  Fancred  was  played  on 
the  French  ftage  :  Mademoifelle  Clairon  adted  the 

part  oi  Amenaide.  When  /lie  repeated  the  following 
lines  :  0 


u  Tancred  is  banifh’d,  wrong’d,  and  fpoiPd  of 
“  fame  * 


“  Bale  perlecution  is  the  hero’s  lot  f 

wmml a  —  ■  a 

44  His  friends  to  fiience  aw’d  ;  what’s  his  defence  ,?~ 
“  His  glory  J,  — . - 

■«■■■  !■■■  ■  —  —  .1  B  p  mmm  ■  ■  , 

“  Who  weeps  not  for  a  hero  in  diigrace  §  ?” 


*  “  On  ddpouille  Fane  rede,  on  Fexile ,  on  V  outrage 

f  “  C'eji  le  fort  d'un  her  os  d'  etre  perfecuie 

I  “  Font  [on  parti  fe  tait  :  qui  jerajon  appuif 
“  Sag  lot  re 

§  “  Un  heros  qu' on  opprime^  attendrit  tout  les  cceursF' 


the 
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the  fublime  adlrefs  poured  forth  fuch  noble  anil  pene¬ 
trating  modulations  of  voice,  that  all  the  fpedtators, 
imprelfed  with  the  occurrence  of  the  day,  felt  the  ap¬ 
plication.  The  name  of  Broglio  was  re-echoed  from 
every  quarter,  and  the  play  was  feveral  times  interrupt¬ 
ed  by  plaudits,  which  were  inceffantly  renewed. 

This  fame  public,  which  had  fo  much  regretted 
Marfhal  d’Eftrees,  in  their  enthufiafm  for  his  predecel- 
for,  appeared  little  pleated  with  the  choice  of  this  old 
man  to  fucceed  the  young  hero  ;  a  choice,  which  in 
fadt,  was  not  dictated  by  any  brilliant  and  decifive  ad¬ 
vantage.  The  evil  deftiny  of  the  French  prevailed  fo 
far,  as  that  even  the  joy  at  the  fignature  of  the  peace 
was  damped  by  the  difagreeable  news  of  the  lofs  of 
Caflel,  almoft  at  the  inftant  of  figning  the  j 
treaty.  This  circumftance  did  not  in  the 
lead;  change  the  hate  of  affairs ;  but  it  was  {wallow¬ 
ing  the  laft  dregs  of  the  cup. 

After  having  given  this  fhort  account  of  the  events 
of  the  war  by  land,  it  is  time  to  return  to  the  Mo¬ 
narch,  who  is  the  chief  objedt  of  this  work,  to  inquire 
into  his  heart,  to  dive  into  his  councils,  to  deferibe  his 
Court,  and  to  unfold  all  the  commotions  oi  it ;  com¬ 
motions,  which  are  always  frequent  in  this  place  of  in¬ 
trigues,  of  perfidy,  of  wickednefs,  and  of  abominations  ; 
the  number  and  violence  of  which  was  encreafed  un¬ 
der  the  prefent  circumftances,  notwithffanding  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  calm  and  tranquillity,  by  the  multitude  of 
competitors. 

Lewis  XV.  fince  the  attempt  had  been  made  to  af* 
faflinate  him,  without  becoming  a  better  Prince,  was 
only  more  melancholy  and  more  pufillanimous  than 
ever.  Thofe  who  were  about  him,  anxious  to  prevent 
a  fimilar  misfortune  from  happening  a  fecond  time, 
contributed  only  to  keep  up  his  miftruft  by  too  much 
caution.  If  he  went  a  hunting,  not  only  no  one  was 
fuffered  to  approach  him,  but,  attentive  to  every  look, 
as  foon  as  any  ipedfator  whatever  was  obferved  to  dif- 
pieafe  him,  they  ufed  to  give  him  notice,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  withdraw.  Bouc,  the  great  Swits,  with  the 
ox’s  eye,  gave  himfelf  the  airs  to  flop  every  perfon  who 
had  the  misfortune  to  difpleafe  him  he  alked  him  quef- 

tions, 
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•  "  *  •* — J 
tions,  snd  made  him  urdero'n  o  innj  c  .  . 

and  if  this  obflinate  fellow  L‘nrt  tiLlT ZitT,’  * 

n  £££ ' 

-ore  indent,  he  infultfd  p^ott* 

m  w  ikollfr/'T  ”r  ?;™r  of  “*'  f"f  kb  i».f- 

o*=“Af  X  gV”  “  ”u“  » ■'«  F-ip,i 

(i-rilinlf  Ti!'”/  l:k'’"V'  IVom  his  Ms,:-:'!;,  for  the 
“SlSXt  *X“  FT'?'  mfwoesi  him 

IF  ■fr?  f  -  j Sm  'iClli'Lll 

9t,ruld  be  llave  avo‘ded  being  fufpicious  ?  He  faw  him 
loaded  tfa>W  7rth°fe  °f  his  Co“rtiers  who  were  Loft 

nofh  r\h^:0ml’  his  Sreateft  intimates,  and  his 

7  hbee,p:tn',en.d,-'-  rM/i!1t--  b>’  Richelieu,  and 

Mar  Lai  n  FO  h’S  ,W°0d-  The  a«°"  brought  by 
1  r  Eftrees,  at  his  return  from  the  army  aeainfr 

the  former,  which  had  at  firft  been  merely  a  v^gue  re-' 

port,  left  him  no  room  to  doubt :  it  became7  an  acknow- 

n”lo™ous>  ana  certain  tact,  mat  if  the  diipofH 

ti?nri°L  thf  ^enefraI  had  been  attended  to  at  the  battle 
.  Hadembeck--- if  he  had  not  been  deceived  by  falfe 
mtelhgence,  wickedly  fuggefted  to  him  in  the  middle 
o  the  action,  tne  fuccefs  of  the  day  would  have  been 
complete.  .  1  he  Count  was  publicly  named  as  the  au- 
taor  of  this  treachery  his  exceffive  ambition  and  abo¬ 
minable  jealoufy.  were  de teded.  His  father-in-law,  the 
Marquis  of  Paulmy,  who,  by  his  correfpondence  and 
TfU?ie’r  i:L  fomented  the  machination,  having  been 

uui  r°m?  !?onths  after’  the  Public  fpoke  dill' more 
boldly,  efpecially  when  they  faw  that  this  General 

Officer  remained  unpunifhed,  and  was  even  talked  of 
for  feveral  new  employments.  This  continuation  of 
.  YPF  ?nd  bervj'C£s  would  certainly  have  been  his  bed 
jumfication,  under  another  Prince,  and  in  other  times: 
Out  his  family  and  his  friends  made  him  fenfible  of  the 
nnrr  7  invalidati  ng  thefe  imputations,  too  much 
diffufed,  and  too  circumftantiaJ.  He  did  this  in  a  ma¬ 
nuscript  memorial  which  he  communicated  to  them, 

and 
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and  of  which  a  great  number  of  copies  were  foon  cir¬ 
culated.  He  pretended,  that  the  importance  of  the 
accufation  obliged  him  to  difclofe  matters,  which  ought 
to  have  remained  concealed  under  the  veil  of  myflery  ; 
and,  under  this  pretence,  his  arguments  tended  not  on¬ 
ly  to  deprive  the  acculer  of  the  principal  gloiy  of  the 
memorable  day,  which  was  the  objedt  of  difcuflion, 
but  alfo  of  the  previous  honour  of  having  paifed  the 
Wefer. 

Marihal  d’Eflrees  being  informed  of  the  clamour  this 
memorial  began  to  raife,  in  which  the  fadts  were  hated 
with  all  the  art  capable  of  mifleading,  foon  procured  a 
copy  of  it,  and  denounced  it  at  the  tribunal  of  the 
Marilials  of  France,  as  a  defamatory  libel :  he  wrote 
at  the  fame  time  to  the  King,  to  afk  leave  to  anfwer  it. 
The  contefl  was  entered  upon  fo  much  the  more  effectu¬ 
ally,  as  Count  Maillebois  being  already  fet  out,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  King’s  orders,  to  command  in  Flanders, 
the  Marfhal  his  father  came  to  declare  to  the  Tribunal, 
that  he  acknowledged  the  memorial  to  be  written  by 
his  fon,  and  that  it  was  avowed  by  him.  This  ab fence, 
therefore,  contrived  by  the  Court,  in  order  to  protradl 


and  to  gdr.  ti 


imvrj  «*jv*  E.  tnC  mu.  i torment  pals  dVdt*,, 


in  order  that  judgment  might  afterwards  be  pronounc¬ 
ed  with  coolnefs,  did  not  produce  its  effedt.  They 
did  not  dare  to  refufe  M.  d’Eflrdes  the  permifhon  of 
circulating  Ins  Explanations  ;  which  were  printed  with 
his  Majefly’s  content.  Nothing  can  be  added  to  the 
clearnefs,  temper,  and  prudence,  of  this. anfwer,  which 
enters  into  the  moil  minute  detail  of  the  fadts  allecV- 
ed  by  the  adversary,  and  demonflrates  the  falfitv  of 
th  em.  One  cannot  but  be  convinced,  by  the  perufal  of 
it,  that  if  M.  de  Maillebois  h  as  had  any  part  in 
operations  which  paved  the  way  for  the  paflage  of  the 
Wefer,  he  had  not  the  leaf!  (hare  in  the  determination 
which  had  engaged  Marihal  d’Eflrees  to  conceive  and 
to  execute  this  project,  any  more  than  in  the  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  adtion. 

That  during  the  adtion,  he  thought  he  had  feen  a 
column  of  the  enemy  advancing  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Wefer,  upon  the  Duke  of  Broglio’s  camp. 

That  , 
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Tnat:  he  had  laid  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans  •  <77, '  • 
to  rf treat  W  /w  M‘  for  it  but 

JK  Had  CnSaged  M-  de  Souvr6  t0  ™>'ch  with 
treat  of  H  P  f°  the  Paffes  t0  * ™ur  the  re- 

wr  are  cufoff"^  a™7’  t0  h'm  '  W  friend> 

oit-  reafo"  to  think,  it  was  he  who  fent 
Tha  M  HDpke<?f  Br°sll°  t0  abandon  his  poft. 

Aral  dTRre,  V  U)  gUu  fl0m  hinl-  t0  a*  Mar- 
infantry  ®“n  r  ',°  bngades  °f  cavaIrX>  a»d  two  of 
la  Trou’ee.  ‘  P°  "  ^  enenT  wll°  were  appearing  at 

R>'iinj^?nVOr^’i  tbat  ln  ab  tbe  °cca(Ions  in  which  Man¬ 
or  jn  his  ahf eS  Haf  ffr  °J  him’  either  in  his  prefence 
tions  !  abre?ce> ,le  had  endeavoured  tojuftify  hisinten- 

nThim/tP-8’  n-at  h£  ^°Ught  him  “capable  of  giv- 
beSloft  f  ^  mtdl,genCe> ln  order  that  the  battle  night 

tenXi'<inlne|TaI  c°.nrc,udes  w‘th  this  remarkable  fen- 

bleft  Z  purell  Zl‘  ^  °f  the 

«<  1  lie  public  uCrczftcr,  mere  indulgent  with  regard 

«  I?  ^at  concerns  M.  de  Maillebois,  will  only  think 

at  he  has  not  feen  objects  in  a  proper  light,  and 
that  his  precipitation  in  ordering  difpofitions  for  a 
retreat  of  his  own  accord,  and  without  my  know¬ 
ledge,  has  put  the  troops  in  a  date  of  condition  the 
real  caufe  of  which  I  could  not  at  fir  ft  difeover 
which  made  me  lofe  time  that  was  precious.” 
he  Mirfhals  of  France,  to  the  number  of  eleven 
alter  having  met  feveral  times,  gave  their  opinion 
lealed  up,  which  was  earned  to  the  King.  Their  de 
cihon  has  never  been  legally  known,  but  it  is  preferved 
m  the  records  of  that  tribunal,  and  there  is  reafon  to 
inrer,  from  all  that  followed,  that  it  was  very  rigorous 
and.  condemned  the.  criminal  to  capital  punifliment.’ 
Fans  was  in  expectation  ;  from  the  countenances  of  the 
forrowfu!  and  dejedted  relations,  it  was  thought,  that  a 
wiihed-for  example  would  be  made ;  for  Count  Mai!- 
Jebois,  m  his  difgrace,  had  the  misfortune  to  intereft 
none  but  his  kindred.  At  length  it  was  known,  that 

he 
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lie  had  been  arretted  at  Dunkirk,  with  a  great  deal  of 
fecrecy,  and  conducted  to  the  citadel  of  Dourlens. 
The  period  of  his  confinement  was  unlimited,  but 
he  was  divetted  of  all  his  employments.  The  King 
gave  his  poll  of  Infpe6tor  to  the  Marquis  of  Segur, 
and  the  command  of  the  corps,  at  the  head  of  which 
he  was  in  Flanders,  to  the  Count  of  Granville.  With 
refpedt  to  the  government  of  Douay,  it  returned  to 
the  Marfhal  his  father,  and  the  pott  of  Matter  of  the 
Wardrobe  was  kept  for  the  fon.  This  punifhment  in¬ 
fixed  by  the  Court,  which  would  not  adopt  the  fen- 
tence,  gave  more  particular  reafon  to  conjecture  how 
rigorous  that  was,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
foftened.  The  elder  Maillebois,  upon  this  mournful 
occafion,  having  repaired  to  Verfailles  to  implore  his 
Majefty’s  clemency,  the  King,  full  of  compattlon,  wrote 
him  the  following  letter,  though  he  refufed  to  fee  him. 

Your  fon  has  forced  me  to  do  what  I  have  done. 
<i  I  feel  what  the  forrows  ot  a  father  mutt  be  on  fuch 
“  an  occafion.  Spare  me  the  pain  of  feeing  you,  it 
“  would  only  increafe  your  grief,  without  my  being 
“  able  to  alleviate  it.  I  ttiall  never  forget  your  fer~ 
“  vices,  and  ttiall  always  look  upon  you  as  a  good 
“  and  faithful  fervant.” 

This  letter,  from  a  Prince  of  a  difpofition  fo  tho¬ 
roughly  mild,  who  was  fo  favourably  inclined  to  the 
Count — fohcited  fo  powerfully  for  him  by  her  to  whom 
he  could  refufe  nothing,  and  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
his  talents  by  the  Minifter  of  the  war  department,  who 
regretted  them — is  to  the  eyes  of  all  impartial  perfons 
one  of  the  1110ft  inconteftible  proofs  of  his  guilt.  Not¬ 
withstanding  this,  fome  years  after,  this  illuftrious  Pri¬ 
soner  was  releafed  from  his  captivity,  appeared  again 
at  Court,  obtained  new  appointments,  and  perhaps 
we  may  fee  him  one  day  occupying  a  feat  among  his 
Judges. 

The  Countefs  of  Maillebois  attraaed  to  herfelf  all 
the  compattlon  which  the  public  refufed  her  hulband, 
when  flie  was  feen  forgetting  his  debaucheries,  with 
the  humiliations  and  contempt  /he  received  from  him, 
in  order  to  go  and  /hut  herfdf  up  with  him,  and  par¬ 
take  in  his  di/grace. 


This 
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This  punifhment,  which  drift \y  fpeaking  Was  not 
ont  fince  it  was  not  indifted  by  a  regular  ientcnce  of 
competent  judges— but  in  reality  a  contrivance  of  the 
Miniihy  to  fcreen  the  Count  from  his  fentence  de- 

lcnbes  more  exa^y  than  any  thing  that  could  be  faid  on 
the  fnojea  the  want  of  principles,  the  confufion,  and 
anarchy  of  a  Court— the  Sovereign  of  which  had  nei¬ 
ther  the  ftrength  entirely  to  pardon  a  guilty  Nobleman, 
nor  to  leave  his  fate  to  the  decifion  of  his  Peers  In- 
conhftency  and  contradiaion  univerfally  prevailed  there. 

ATa*M  "u  Iefs  §ulIt7  m  appearance  than  Count 

aillebois,  had  done  a  more  real,  more  important,  and 

more  lading  milchief,  by  enervating  difeipline — by  in¬ 
troducing  luxury  among  the  troops— by  authorifimx  de- 
bauchery  and  lcandal—by  fetting  the  example  of  an 
inlatiable  cupidity,  knowing  no  bounds — and  by  join- 
mg  to  the  unavoidable  calamities  of  war  the  vexations 
and  barbarities  of  an  infolent  conqueror — had  been  re- 
called,  and,  experiencing  no  more  than  a  flight  mark  of 
dillatisfaftion,  he  loon  obtained  letters  patent  to  o-0  and 
command  in  Guyenne.  The  Count  of  Langeron,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General,  had  been  appointed  to  this  nod,  who 
by  his  care  and  vigilance,  and  by  his  fkilful  difpofition 
ot  tne  troops  under  his  command,  when  the  Engli/L 
fleet  arrived  before  the  Ifland  of  Aix,  had  contributed 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  undertaking  a  cefcent.  This 
diligent  officer  was  deprived  ol  a  reward  which  he  had 
deieived,  in  older  that  it  fhould  be  bedowed  upon  the 
former,  who  hna  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Court. 
Mar  Aval  Soubife,  the  objeft  of  the  farcafms  and  deri- 
iion  of  the  capital,  was  well  received  at  Verfailles  :  he 
was  acknowledged  to  be  a  bad  General,  but  an  excel¬ 
lent  Courcier.  \\  hile  dill  covered  with  fhame  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  affair  of  Rofbach,  he  had  repaired  to 
Champ,  the  feat  of  Madame  de  Pompadour,  who  was 
come  there  on  purpofe  to  receive  him.  From  thence, 
he  went  to  fup  with  the  King  at  Chcifi.  When  M.  de 

February.  IJauImy  was  difmifled  from  the  War  de- 

J  partment,  he  was  dill  thought  very  fit  for 

the  Council  die  preferved  the  title  of  Minider,  his 
apartments  at  the  arfenal,  and  a  pendon  of  50,000  li- 

vres. 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  143 

vres  *,  1 8,000  f  of  which  were  fettled  in  reverfion  on 
his  wife  and  children.  This  was  not  the  whole  :  he 
had  the  fatisfadtion  to  treat  for  the  office  of  Treafurer 
to  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Ghofl,  and  thus  to  decorate 
himfelf  with  the  blue  riband.  Who  would  be  appre- 
henfive  of  a  difgrace  upon  fuch  terms  ?— lnftead  of 
fending  away  the  Count  of  Clermont  to  his  abbey  of 
Saint  Germain  des  Prez,  to  bewail  there  the  misfortunes 
ol  France,  increafed  by  his  inattention  and  want  of  fkill, 
and  by  the  infamous  and  effeminate  life  he  led  at  the 
army,  he  was  admitted  as  freely  as  ever  at  Court  •  and 
remained  the  friend  and  companion  of  the  King  in  his 
debaucheries,  by  that  fecret  fympathy  that  reigned  be¬ 
tween  them. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  a  few  allegorical  verfes 
were  compo fed,  which  prefent  a  lively  and  fhort  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  events  of  the  day. 

The  fate  of  all  things  is  revers'd  above, 

Old  P] ut us  Units  a  coxcomb,  fpruce  and  neat ; 

Bonnets  and  caps  are  topics  now  for  Jove, 

And  Venus  at  the  Council  takes  her  feat; 

The  God  of  Wit  puts  on  the  fword  and  fhield. 

And  Mars,  a  fmirking  Abbe,  quits  the  field  J. 

We  may  eafily  guefs  at  all  thefe  perfons,  except  Plu™ 
tus.  For  this  purpofe  it  is  neceffary  to  know,  that 
M.  de  Moras  having  refigned  his  poft  of  Comptroller- 
General  of  finance,  to  devote  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  affairs  of  the  navy,  M.  de  Bou-  2 $ 
logne,  Intendant  of  finances,  had  been  ap-  I757- 
pointed  by  his  Majeffy  in  his  Head.  The  true  reafon 
ot  this  was,  that  the  German  war,  being  very  expen- 
five,  cod  enormous  firms  of  money  ;  that  M.  de  Mo¬ 
ras,  who  had  very  few  resources,  was  befides  a  difa- 

greeable 

*  Upwards  ol  2,000].  f  Seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

X  Aux  cieux  tout  a  change  de  face, 

Plutus  eit  devenu  coquet, 

Venus  au  confeil  a  pris  place, 

Jupin  opine  du  bonnet, 

Mercure  endofle  la  cuiralfe, 

Jit  Mars  eft  en  petit  collet ! 
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greeable  man  to  the  Parliament,  which  the  Court 
were  delirous  of  re-eftablifhing  ;  and  it  was  hoped, 
that  when  a  man  was  chofen  who  had  been  employed 
upon  the  fubjedt  for  thirty  years,  he  might  find  means 
and  expedients  which  the  other  could  not.  There  was 
the  molt  urgent  necellity  for  fuch  a  perfon.  The  Go¬ 
vernment  was  fo  deftitute  of  money,  that  they  offered 
underhand  eleven  and  a  half  per  cent,  intereft  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  any  perfons  who  would  lend.  The  Lords  o 
the  Treafury  there  promifed  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
pounds  fterling  to  any  one  who  gave  information  of 
any  citizen  concerned  in  this  loan,  becaule  it  is  a  crime 
of  high-treafon  to  affift  the  enemies  of  the  State  in 
times  of  open  war.  M.  de  Boulogne  was  an  effeminate 
man,  much  engaged  at  his  toilet,  very  nice  about  his 
head-drefs,  and  elegant  in  his  cloaths,  but  incapable  of 
forming  any  plan.  He  created  fome  places,  and  efta- 
blifhed  fome  life  annuities  ;  he  raifed  the  price  of  to¬ 
bacco,  and  extorted  fines  from  certain  perfons  in  office  ; 
but,  having  nothing  better  to  do,  he  was  difmiffed  in  a 
year  and  a  half. 

M.  de  Moras,  when  freed  from  the  embarraffment 
of  the  adminiftration  of  finances,  did  not  condudt  the 
navy  with  better  fuccefs.  The  efforts  of  England  were 
redoubled  ;  the  Minifter  Tent  notice  of  this  to  the  feve- 
ral  ports,  to  excite  their  adtivity  ;  but  thole  of  France 
were  vifibly  decreafing :  the  want  of  funds  to  be  ad¬ 
vanced  occafionally,  and  with  difpatch — the  capture  of 
a  number  ol  pinks,  and  other  fhips  of  burden,  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  Majefty — the  difcouragement  of  trade,  which 
was  more  and  more  crufhed; — theconfufion  into  which 
the  department  of  Government  had  been  thrown  at 
Rochefort,  and  the  labours  they  had  undergone  from 
the  appearance  of  the  enemy  at  the  iiland  of  Aix, 
which,  though  it  was  not  fo  fatal  to  us  as  it  fhould 
have  been,  yet  had  at  leafh  given  the  enemy  this  ad¬ 
vantage— the  fcarcity  of  Tailors,  which  had  been  in- 
creafed  by  the  contagious  dillemper  prevailing  at  Brell 
in  the  fleet  of  M.  Dubois  de  la  Mothe,  which,  in  three 
months  time,  had  carried  off  three  thoufand  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-one  men  in  tiiat  city— the  forces  of 
the  department  of  Toulon,  rendered  ufclefs  by  the 

'  Mi 
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Ml  of  the  Englifh,  or  by  the  ignorance  or  cowardice 
of  our  Commanders  ; — thefe  feveral  circumftances  con¬ 
curred  to  pave  the  way  for  the  difafters  of  the  maritime 
campaign  of  1758  :  the  inability  of  coming  out  in  dif¬ 
fident  force,  obliged  us  to  have  recourfe  to  the  firata- 
gems  fuggefted  by  weaknefs,  and  to  iubftitute  to  vigo¬ 
rous  meaiures  cunning  and  little  contrivances. 

After  having  employed  near  a  twelvemonth  in  get¬ 
ting  ready,  at  this  lafl  port,  the  fquadron  of  M.  d^Ja 
Clue,  confiding  only  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line  *  and  two 
frigates,  this  Commander  had  fet  fail  in  November 
1757,  and,  not  daring  to  force  the  paflage  of  the 
firaits,  where  he  had  met  with  an  Englifh  fleet  of  fu- 
perior  ftrength,  had  anchored  at  Carthagena  on  the  7  th 
of  December,  under  pretence  of  taking  in  water.  He 
wasfoon  blocked  up  there,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the 
Miniftry  refolved  to  fit  out  forne  more  fhips  to  join 
him,  and  put  him  in  a  condition  to  make  head  againft 
the  enemy.  The  Marquis  Duquefne  was  charged  with 
this  commiflion  :  he  hoified  his  flag  on  board  the  Fou - 
droyant ,  of  80  guns  ;  and  was  accompanied  by  the 
Orph'ee ,  of  64  ;  the  Oriflatnme,  of  50  ;  and  the 
Pleyade ,  a  frigate  of  36.  Thefe  fhips,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  former,  might  have  done  a  great  deal; 
feparately,  they  were  of  no  ufe.  The  Or-  «  „  , 
phee  was  taken  within  fight  of  M.  de  la  A  e 
Clue,  who  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hazard  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement.  The  adtion,  as  one  account  fays, 
paffed  fo  near  the  Havre,  that  the  French  fliips  were 
all  filled  with  fpeftators  upon  the  yards,  and  at  the  top 
of  the  mads.  This  vefiel  at  leaf!:  furrendered  .only  to 
one  of  equal  force,  and  when  fhe  law  herfelf  expofed 
to  the  attack  of  another  that  was  coming  up.  But  the 
circumftance  which  will  fix  an  eternal  opprobrium  on 
Duquefne,  was,  that  he  (truck  to  the  Monmouth ,  a 
fliip  greatly  inferior.  This  was  the  firlt  inftance  of  a 
floating  caftle  of  80  guns  having  fubmitted  in  fuch  a 
manner.  It  was,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion, 
Vol.  III.  H  Goliah 

*  The  Ocean ,  of  74  guns;  the  Redoubtable ,  of  80  ;  the  Guerrhr , 
of  74;  the  Cent<%ure ,  of  74  ;  the  Content,  of  64 ;  and  the  Hij-pi* 
foiame,  of  50. 
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Goiiah  conquered  by  David.  The  fliip  was  conduced 
in  triumph  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  Englidt  faw,  with  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  in  their  power,  that  proud  Governor,  who 
had  done  them  lo  much  mifchief  in  America,  and 
treated  them  with  fo  much  haughtinefs.  After  this 
unfortunate  expedition,  the  voyage  of  M.  de  la  Clue— 
whofe  objert  was  to  go  to  the  American  iflands,  and 
fi om  thence  to  Louifbourgh — already  too  much  re- 
tarjjed,  was  now  entirely  prevented,  and  he  thought 
hiimelf  fortunate  to  re-enter  Toulon  with  his  fh?et. 
This  check  totally  difconcerted  the  proje&s  of  Govern¬ 
ment  in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  Admiral  Holbourne, 
under  whofe  aufpices  the  aftion  had  pafled,  was  con¬ 
gratulated,  and  received,  at  his  return,  the  thanks  of 
the  Parliament,  in  the  name  of  the  nation. 

Another  English  lquadron  was  continuing  to  crude 
in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hawke.  It  intercepted  the  ieveral  merchantmen 
lent  fiom  Bourdeaux,  la  Rochelle,  and  Rochefort,  and 
impeded  the  communication  of  this  lad  port  with  that 
ol  Bred.  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  Raif amiable,  a 
new  dnp  of  64  guns,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Rohan,  was  taken.  Having  fet  out  with  the  Prudent , 
•under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  Delgouettes,  with 
three  frigates,  fitted  out  as  pinks*,  and  two  pinks  be¬ 
longing  to  the  King,  he  had  flipped  away  with  all  his 
convoy.  They  were  already  od*  Cape  Ortogal,  when 
by  an  unfkilful  manoeuvre,  the  Chevalier  de  Rohan 

o  March  ftruck  forcibly  aga^d  the  Mejfager ,  that 
^  ’  this  pink  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons  bur¬ 

then  opened  and  lank.  The  crew  only  was  faved. 
The  Raifonnable  herfelf  much  damaged,  was  obliged  to 
Hand  in  for  Port  l’Orient,  and  after  having  been  re¬ 
paired,  the  Captain, ^  to  complete  his  catadrophe,  on 
going  to  Bred,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
druck  his  flag  without  much  refiflance.  Such  a  con¬ 
duct — for  which  at  lead  he  deferved  centime,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  remarkable  awkwardnefs — hath  not  pre¬ 
vented  this  great  Nobleman  from  being  made  Lieute¬ 
nant 

A  \  \  '  '  ’  ”  A-'  s 

.  *  The  Diane ,  the  FiJeJe,  and  the  Mu  tine.  The  two  pinks 
weie  the  Mejfager  and  the  Che-vtc, 
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riant  General,  under  the  name  of  Prince  of  Montbazon, 
er  even  from  obtaining  the  command  at  St.  Domingo. 
The  only  punifhment  inflidted  on  him,  was,  not  to  in- 
truft  him  with  another  fhip. 

Notwithstanding  fo  many  unlucky  incidents,  difafters, 
and  faults,  either  on  the  part  of  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  it 
was  to  give  the  orders,  or  of  thofe  who  were  commif- 
fioned  to  execute  them,  the  northern  colonies  were 
plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions,  troops,  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  in  proper  time  ;  but  not  without  enormous  Iof¬ 
fes.  In  order  to  make  one  veflel  pafs,  it  was  neceflary 
to  facrifice  four.  It  was  neceflary  to  have  recourfe,  at 
great  expences,  to  neutral  bottoms,  which  were  not 
always  honeft,  and  whofe  intereffc  it  was  frequently  to 
let  themfelves  be  taken,  in  order  to  increafe  their  pro¬ 
fits.  Stratagems  of  every  kind  had  been  employed  ; 
fhips  were  ventured  alone,  or  fmall  convoys  fent  from 
the  lead:  frequented  ports ;  advantage  was  taken  of 
dark  nights,  of  fogs,  and  even  of  high  leas  and  tempef- 
tuous  feafons,  in  which  it  was  hoped  there  would  be 
no  oppolition  from  the  enemy.  While  there  was  an 
appearance  of  preparations  for  an  embarkation  of 
troops  and  ammunition  in  the  weft,  the  tranfports  and 
veflels  of  burthen  flipped  out  of  the  weftern  ports,  or 
through  thofe  latitudes  from  which  the  Englifh  had 
been  driven  by  a  guft  of  wind.  Having  efcaped  the 
vigilance  of  the  European  cruifers,  thofe  of  the  north¬ 
ern  fe as  were  next  to  be  eluded.  The  fogs  of  New¬ 
foundland,  and  the  ice  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  dan¬ 
gers  which  defpair  alone,  or  the  moft  infatiable  cupi¬ 
dity  could  encounter,  were  the  refources  of  thefe  na¬ 
vigators,  and  efpecially  the  paftage  of  the  ftraits  of 
Belleifle,  extremely  perilous,  but  unknown  at  that  time 
to  the  rivals  of  France. 

Two  fmall  fquadrons  had  fet  out  from  ~ 
Breft.  The  frrft  under  the  command  of  M.  3°  Jat1t 
de  la  Villeon,  confiding  of  two  (hips  and  one  frigate*; 

Ff  2  but 

*  The  Magn'ifique,  of  74  guns,  on  board  of  which  was  the 
Commandant  •,  the  Amphion ,  of  50,  M.  de  la  Monneraye,  Cap¬ 
tain  ;  and  the  Syren? of  30,  M.  Beaufller  Chateau  Vert  Cap¬ 
tain. 
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but  one  of  thefe  fliips  being  very  much  damaged,  and 
unable  to  proceed,  had  returned  to  Breft.  The  fe~ 
cond,  more^  confiderable,  was  commanded  by  the  fa¬ 
mous  Beau  liter  :  he  had  with  him  four  fhips  of  the  line 
and  one  frigate  *  :  thefe  forces  were  not  fufficient  to 
€ppole  thole  of  the  Englifh ;  nevertheleis,  it  is  well 
known,  that  the  defence  of  a  colony  depends  chiefly 
upon  a  powerful  fleet.  Beauflier  was  not  only  unable 
to  fight  that  of  the  Englifh,  which  confided  of  33  fhips. 
of  the  line,,  and  8  frigates,  but  he  could  not  even  ap¬ 
pear  before  it,  retard,  or  impede  its  difembarkation  ;  he 
was  obliged  to  keep  within,  and  confine  himfelf  to 
watch  over  the  road  and  the  portj^and  from  that  time 
the  lofs  of  Louifbourg  was  forefeen. 

It  was  on  the  zd  of  June  that  AdmirafTofcawen, 
■conveying  fixteen  thoufand  experienced  troops,  call:  an¬ 
chor  in  the  Bay  of  Gabarus,  having  157  fail,  including 
tranfports.  As.  he  had  received  feveral  informations 
concerning  the  impoflibility  of  landing  upon  a  fihore  fo 
well  guarded  and  fortified,  and  upon  the  danger  of 
manceuvering  his  fhips  in  a  place,  the  foundings  of 
which  the  pilots  were  ignorant  of,  he  chofe  previous¬ 
ly  to  confult  his  officers  in  private  ;  and  the  general 
opinion  was  already  to  yield  to  the  difficulties,  or  at 
leaf!:  to  difcufs  them  before-hand,  in  a  general  council 
of  war,  compofed  of  the  fea  and  land  officers  ;  when 
old  Ferguffon,  a  Captain  wIiq  had  the  confidence  of  the 
Admiral,  defpifing  the  advice  of  his  comrades,  and  their 
arguments,  laid  :  “  For  your  own  honour,  and  for  the 
“  glory  of  your  country,  let  us  have  no  council  of 
“  war ;  difplay  the  powers  with  which  you  are  inveft- 
“  ed,  and  do  not  hazard  them  by  a  dangerous  pufilla- 
“  nimity,  and  by  uncertain  difcuflions.  Call  to  mind 

what  has  paflfed  at  Minorca,  at  Rochefort,  and  even 
“  at  Halifax,  and  do  not  lofe  in  deliberations  a  time 
“  which  is  fo  precious,  when  the  bufinefs  is  to  adtT 
This  refolute  fpeech  reanimated  the  Admiral ;  he  con- 

ffdered 

•• 

*  V Entreprenant ,  of  74  guns,  commanded  by  M.  BeaufTier; 
the  Celebre ,  of  64,  by  M.  de  Marolles  ;  the  Capricieuxy  of  64,  by 
the  Chevalier  Tourviile  ;  the  BienfaiJ ant,  of  64,  by  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  Courferan  j  and  the  Comete,  of  40,  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Lorgerih 
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fidered  no  longer  the  difficulties,  which  were  hart  in  g 
up,  and  increafing  with  every  difquifition.  He  fignitied 
his  refolution  not  to  go  out  of  the  bay,  till  he  had 
tried  every  method  to  fulfil  his  inftruftions.  F rom  that 
time  all  dangers  and  difficulties  difappeared,  or  at  leaft 
were  furmounted  ;  the  landing  was  effected,  though 
not  without  prodigies  of  valour ;  for  thefe  were  cer¬ 
tainly  neceflary,  to  refift  the  impetuolity  of  the  IH  rench, 
to  climb  a  rock  without  any  protection,  and  to  fix 
upon  it,  notwithstanding  the  fire  of  a  tormidaole  ar¬ 
tillery. 

As  foon  as  the  befieged  law  the  enemy  firmly  eftab- 
li/lied  on  fhore,  they  took  the  only  expedient  they  had 
left,  which  was  to  fhut  themfelves  up  in  Louifbourg. 
M.  de  Drucourt,  Captain  of  a  fliip,  was  the  Governor 
of  it ;  he  defended  himfelf  with  much  bravery  and  per- 
feverance,  as  was  expedited  of  him  :  but  there  is  one  anec¬ 
dote  we  mult  take  care  not  to  omit,  which  is,  that  Ma¬ 
dame  Drucourt  feconded  her  hufband  by  her  courage. 
Continually  upon  the  ramparts  with  her  purfe  in  her  hand, 
and  firing  herfelf  three  guns  every  day,  fhe  feemed  to 
difpute  with  him  the  honour  of  his  duty.  The  eifeft 
of  this  refiftance  ought  to  have  been  the  faving  of  the 
colony,  if  the  fuccours  promifed  from  Canada  had  ar¬ 
rived,  or  if  fome  had  come  from  Europe.  I  he  feeble 
effort  was  only  made  of  fending  there  the  Formidable , 
of  80  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  M.  de  Blenac. 
He  conveyed  M.  de  Villepatour,  an  officer  of  artillery, 
even  then  in  high  eflimation,  and  whofe  reputation  has 
been  conftantly  encreafi'ng  ever  fince.  But  this  ihip 
did  not  fail  ’till  the  i  ith  of  May,  and  came  there  to  aft 
the  fame  part  as  the  Vigilant  had  done,  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  war  :  upon  its  arrival,  the  place  was  already  in- 
vefted  this  circumftance  might  have  been  fulpefted  at  • 
Court,  and,  infcead  of  trufting  this  expedition  to  a  cold 
and  timid  man,  as  M.  de  Blenac  was,  they  fhould  have  - 
appointed  an  intrepid  Commander,  an  ardent,  and  even 
a  rafh  enthufiaft,  fuch  a  one,  in  a  word,  as  he  who  was 
deftined  for  the  artillery,  and  who  unfortunately  was 
no  more  than  a  paflenger  on  board.  What  a  matter  of 
concern  muft  it  not  have  been  to  M.  de  Villepatour, 
when  he  faw  himfelf  brought  back  into  Europe,  frus¬ 
trated 


\ 
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t  rated  of  the  honour  he  was  ambitious  of  acquiring  ? 
-  ccoroinglv,  M.  de  Blenac,  fatisfied  with  the  informa¬ 
tion  he  received,  that  an  Engliflr  fquadron  blocked  up 

ie  port,  without  making  any  attempt  to  get  paft  it 
and  without  being  defirous  of  taking  a  perfonal  obfer- 
vation  ot  the  enemy,  or  at  lead  of  verifying  the  reports 
that  were  brought  to  him,  tacked  about,  and  returned 
ta  tei  than  he  had  come.  From  that  time  the  befieged 

10  .  a[!  ,0Pe.  efcaping  the  enemy.  The  bad  fac- 

cels  ot  the  Rallies  they  attempted  at  feveral  intervals, 
together  with  the  fkilfulnefs  of  the  operations  con- 
ceited  by  Admiral  Bofcawen  and  General"  Amherft 
who  commanded  the  land  forces,  rendered  it  necedary 
to  capitulate,  before  an  affault  was  made,  which  could 
be  fudained.  T'he  Governor  was  very  un¬ 
willing  to  yield  him Self  and  his  garrifon  prifoners  of 

2 7  Jub •  ^Ut  ^e.  was  ^orcec*  t0  tt  by  the  intrea¬ 

ties  of  the  principal  commifFary,  and  the  tears 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  capitulation  was  honourable ; 
nnd  the  conqueror ,  fays  the  Abbe  Raynal,  jhecvued  more 
refpett  for  the  enemy ,  and  for  himfelf  ’  than  to  fully  bis 
glory  by  any  att  of  barbarity. 

Before  the  furrender  of  the  place,  the  whole  of  M. 
de  Beaudier’s  fquadron,  confiding  of  five  fhips,  had 
been  either  burnt  or  taken,  which  rendered  the  con- 
queil  dill  more  important.  It  was  a  frefh  blow  given 
to  the  French  navy,  which  tended  to  annihilate  it  to¬ 
tally  in  a  Short  time.  Befides,  the  capture  of  Cape 
Breton  facilitated  the  conqued  of  Canada  in  the  en- 
fuing  year  ;  for  it  had  at  lead  been  retarded  this  feafon 
by  the  vigorous  defence  of  M.  Drucourt. 

M.  de  Moras  had  not  the  misfortune  of  feeing  his 
adminidration  marked  by  the  lofs  of  this  important  co¬ 
lony,  the  fird  difmembering  which  the  dominions  of 
i  Tune  France  experienced.  He  had  jud  refigned, 

J  *  and  it  was  the  Marquis  de  Maffiac,  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  in  the  fea  fervice,  who  was  appointed  his 
dice e dor ;  in  conformity  to  a  new  plan,  fettled  by  Ad- 
xnimdration,  of  intruding  each  department  to  a  man 
who  had  gone  through  the  inferior  ranks,  and  was 

grown 
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grown  old  in  the  fervice  *.  This  had  fuinidicd  a  pre¬ 
tence  for  expelling  M.  de  Rouille,  woom  Madame  de 
Pompadour  had  railed  from  the  naval  department  to 
that  of  foreign  affairs,  and  whom  fire  had  juft  lent 
back  to  the  fupei intendance  of  the  Polls,  lie  was  t  us 
made  to  remove,  at  pleafure,  from  one  office  to  ano- 
ther.  Upon  this  occafion,  the  Marchionefs  was  deli- 
rotis  of  promoting  the  Abbe  Count  de  Berms  to  his 
poll  ;  who,  as  he  had  been  entrufted  with  feveial  em¬ 
battles— was  the  author  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna— and 
had  been  introduced  fome  time  ttnee  into  the  Council,. 
Teemed  to  poftefs  all  the  qualifications  necettary  to  fill 
the  department  to  which  he  was  appointed,  with  pro¬ 
priety.  We  have  juft  feen,  that,  in  conformity  to  the 
fame  fyftem,  M.  de  Boulogne  had  been  created  Comp¬ 
troller’  General.  Manlial  Belleifte,  who  was  the  mfti- 
gator  of  this  plan,  and  had  luggefted  the  idea  ot  it  to 
the  favourite,  had  been  guided  in  this  propofal  by  per- 
Tonal  motives.  It  wasindireftly  pointing  himfelf  out  lor 
the  War  department,  which  he  had  juft  obtain- 
ed  ;  but  as  his  ambition  was  ftronger  than  his 
health,  he  had,  at  the  Tame  time,  required  an  aflociate; 
this  was  M.  de  Cremille,  lieutenant  General  of  the 
army,  a  creature  of  his,  who  was  to  aftift  him  in  the 
details  andfun&ions  of  his  office,  and  to  work  with  his 
Majefty,  either  in  conjunction  with  himfelf,  or  fepa- 
rately,  according  to  circumftances.  The  navy,  more 
than  any  other  department,  feemed  to  call  for  a  man  cf 
the  profettion  at  its  head  ;  which  occafioned  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  M.  de  Maflrac.  The  following  is  the 
manner  in  which  this  happened  ;  for  there  is  nothing 
but  good  or  bad  fortune  in  the  world,  and  efpecially  at 
Court.  It  is  our  chief  objeCt  to  give  an  .account. of 
thefe  private  feenes ;  they  contribute  to  furnifti  us  with 
a  pi&ure  of  the  morals  and  charader  of  every  period 
of  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV. 

When  the  incapacity  of  M.  de  Moras  had  been  ac¬ 
knowledged,  though  undoubtedly  rather  too.  late,  the 

Council 


*  At  that  time  there  was  a  manufeript  letter  handed  about 
upon  the  fubjeft,  which  was  very  droll,  very  exa£t,  and  worthy 
of  being'  preserved.  It -will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,  No.  XII. 
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Council  affembled  at  Madame  de  Pompadour's,  to  ap¬ 
point  his  iucceffor.  It  being  determined  to  choofe  him 
trom  among  the  naval  officers,  a  Royal  Almanac  was 
opened,  and  the  propereft  perfon  was  fearched  for. 
,  .  regar<^  to  the  two  Vice  Admirals,  one  of  them 
oeing  almoft  ninety  years  of  age,  required  nothing  but 
j  the  other,  of  an  llluftnous  name,  of  (lender  ta¬ 
lents,  and  very  ignorant — fcarce  knowing  how  to  read 
and  write — was  befides  too  much  puffed  up  with  his 
birth,  not  to  consider  every  civil  department,  even  that 
of  Secretary  of  State,  as  beneath  his  dignity.  He  had 
jufl  been  created  Marfhal  oi  ranee,  and,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  war,  had  been  conftantly  flattered  with  the 
hopes  of  commanding  a  naval  army  againft  England. 

I  his  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  alarm  prefented  to  the 
Englifh,  which  had  at  firft  infpired  them  with  terror, 
but  now  occafioned  little  concern.  When  the  lift  of 
General  Officers  had  been  read  through,  the  determina¬ 
tion  was  fcarce  lefs  embarraffing  than  ever.  Some  of  them 
had  never  feen  any  fervice,  and  were  only  known  by 
being  upon  the  lift  ;  others  were  abfent,  prifoners,  at 
fea,  in  the  colonies,  or  employed  in  the  ports.  One  of 
them  was  a  bigot,  another  a  buffoon,  a  third  was  a  man 
of  mean  extraction,  a  fouith  did  not  underhand  the 
navy  better  than  a  Mafter  of  Requefts.  Uncertain  up¬ 
on  whom  the  choice  fhould  fall,  a  perfon  prefent  faid, 

“  Madam,  without  troubling  yourfelf  any  more  about 
“  the  matter,  here  is  a  man  at  hand,  who  will  fuit  ex- 
“  tremely  well — he  is  an  antient  Lieutenant  General, 
u  is  rich,  and  has  been  at  Court  for  this  long  while. 

“  Having  a  great  eftate  to  manage,  he  has  already 
“  fbme  notions  of  adminiftration  ;  he  is  prudent,  cool, 

“  not  prefumptuous,  will  be  traCtable,  and  ready  to  do 
g<  every  thing  that  is  required  of  him.  It  is  M.  de  Mal- 
“  flac.  Befides,”  added  he  “  lince  Marfhal  Belleifle- 
“  has  been  defirous  of  having  an  affiftant,  one  may 
“  alfo  be  given  to  him,  in  the  perfon  of  a  man  of  great 
merit,  and  who  has  the  honour  of  belonging  to  you  ; 

“  I  mean  M.  Normant  le  Mery,  formerly  Intendant  at 
“  Rochefort,  at  prefent  Intendant  of  the  naval  arma- 
“  ments.  He  is  a  Gentleman  of  acknowledged  and 
V  unalterable  probity,  and,  being  very  (Economical, 

“  will 
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«  will  perfedtly  underhand  how  to  reftore  order  and 
“  intelligence  in  the  management  of  the  naval  funds, 

“  fo  extravagantly  lavifhed  under  the  prefent  Minifter.” 

The  propofing  of  M.  le  Normant,  was  attacking 
the  favourite  by  her  foible.  It  was,  befides,  preventing 
all  contradiction ;  no  one  would  venture  to  oppofe  the 
fuggeftions  of  a  partizan  of  M.  de  MaRiac.  His  ad¬ 
vice  was  unanimoufly  followed.  1  his  officer,  propoled 
to  the  King  by  the  favourite,  became  the  idol  ot  the 
moment;  but  he  was  obliged  to  accept  for  his  affiffant 
the  perfon  above-mentioned,  under  the  title  of  Inten- 
dant  General  of  the  Navy  and  the  Colonies.  This  expe¬ 
riment  was  not  calculated  to  juftity  the  fyftem  tnat 
had  juft  been  eftablifhed.  The  navy  would  never  have 
been  worfe  managed  than  at  that  period,  when  it  was 
governed,  for  the  firft  time,  by  two  men,  taken,  one 
from  its  own  corps,  and  the  other  from  Adminiftration, 
if  M.  de  Berryer  had  not  immediately  fucceeded  them, 
M.  de  Maftiac,  naturally  indolent,  of  an  infirm  habit, 
and  hypochondriacal,  was  every  morning  employed  at 
nothing  elle  but  his  toilet,  or  in  the  care  of  his  health. 
Being,  befides,  a  weak  man,  he  did  not  dare  to  a  ft  11  me 
with  his  comrades  the  dignity  which  he  acquired  from  his 
office. .  He  had  married  a  certain  Madame  Gourdan, 
widow  of  a  Firft  Clerk,  a  gamefter  by  profefiion,  and 
who  admitted, ,  without  diftinCtion,  at  her  houfe,  tdl 
thofe  who  had  money  enough  to  appear  there,  and 
confequently  very  bad,  or  at  leaft  very  mixed  company. 
She  had  the  afeendant  over  her  hufband,  but  was  her- 
felf  governed  by  a  fet  of  gamefters,  wTho  made  a  gamb- 
ling-houfe  of  her  hotel.  The  Firft  Clerks,  who  had 
always  been  jealous  of  M.  le  Normant,  and  thought 
themfelves  fuperior  to  him,  could  not  fubmit  to  work 
under  his  orders :  they  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  •- 
make  him  commit  all  kinds  .of  blunders,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  him.  This  affociation  could  not  laft  longer 
than  five  months  :  the  Minifters  were  difmiffed  the 
fame  year  that  they  were  promoted,  and  their  names 
were  not  even  inferred  in  the  Royal  Almanac.  When 
M.  de  Maftiac  was  required  to  give  up  the  enfigns  of 
his  office,  he  replied,  that  he  would  go  and  return  them 
to  the  King.  As  there  was  no  letter  de  cachet ,  which 

H  5 forbade  e 
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forbade  him  the  prefence  of  his  Majefty,  infpired  bv  * 
no  e  o  nefs,  of  which  he  was  not  thought  capable 
he  dared,  for  the  firft  time,  to  prefent  to  iJwis  W- 

collntenance  than  himfelf— the 
n  it'"0  f'1  ‘,g.ra5!d.  Emitter,  and  wrefted,  in  fome 

coin  £  it”  h“  U,,alr  ,ke  sf  P*ri«5  hi. 

loftnofnnl^r  ll"';i  'ime  °f  ,lIs  adminifbaiion,  France 
loft  not  only  Louifbourg,  with  the  iflands  of  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  and  St.  John,  but  alfo  the  fort  of  Frontenac  in 
America,  of  Senegal  and  Goree  on  the  coaft  of  Africa: 

r,!ll1r,’Inflla’uCrUn't  d’Ach®>  with  Superior  forces,  fled 

thrpe  if  /f01!  t  l3t  t*le  enemy>  and  France  was 
hree  times  inful  ted  upon  her  own  coafts. 

5  June.  .  f he  firft  time  was  bv  Lord  Anfon,  who, 

•  Wlth  twenty- two  iliips  of  the  line,  anchored 

m  the  Bay  of  Cancalk,  near  St.  Malo’s,  and  landed 
there  with  fifteen  battalions  of  light  troops,  and  artil- 
lery.  1  he  Lnghili  encamped  before  the  town,  burnt 
t  ree  of  the  King’s  fiigates,  twenty-four  privateers,  fe- 
vtnty  merchant-men,  forty  fmall  craft,  together  with 
the  magazines  of  hemp,  pitch,  &c.  and  at  the  end  of  a 
week  retired,  without  receiving  the  lead  check  The 
co  niter  nation  they  had  fpre.ad  there  may  be  judged  of 
y  this  ridiculous  and  emphatical.  mandate  of  the  Bi- 
lh°p  which  ordered  a  folemn  proceflion  by  way  of 
thankfgiving  for  the  departure  of  theenemy.  Through 
the  medium  of  thefe  religious  rodomontades,  we  may 
readily  difcover  the  panic  with  which  he  was  feized. 

Let  us  praife  the  Lord  nvith  timbrels,  let  us  praife 
(i  him  yoitb  drums ,  &e.  for,  God  has  broken  the  armies  ; 

.r  ^  e  camP->  *n  ^e  midjl  of  the  people ,  he  hath  de¬ 
livered  me  out  of  the  hands  of  tbofe  that  perfecuted 
“  me.^  v 


((  _  Bethulia,  reduced  to  the  greatest  extremity,  hav* 
€t  in&  n0  refource  left,  nor  any  hopes  of  afliftance,  and 
wen  the  frighted  inhabitants  only  woifhed  for  a  volun - 
tary  furrender ,  was  faved  by  one  of  thole  ftriking 
^  miracles,  which  manifefted,  in  themoft  fenfible  man- 
yV  0Perati°ns  of  the  all-powerful  hand  of  the 
4  Mod  High.  Your  deliverance,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
**  jpears  at  fiift  %ht  very  natural ,  but  whoever  will 
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“  pay  a  little  attention  to  the  whole  of  this  event,  can- 
«  not  but  perceive  in  it  evident  marks  of  Gods  pro- 
««  teftion  of  this  city.  You  have  taken  all  the  precau- 
«  ti0‘  that  courage  and  conduft  could  diftate  aga.nft 
“  the  attack  you  was  threatened  with,  and  which  you 
<1  locked  upon  as  unavoidable.  Thefe  precautions 
“  have  been  fuperfluous.  1  here  has  not  even  been 
«  one  Tingle  cannon  fired  aga.nft  your  town  You 
«  were  in  hopes,  that  the  troops  fent  to  your  affiftance 
«  would  have  driven  away  the  enemy  ;  but  t  ley  did 
«  not  wait  for  them.  The  news  of  the  fuccours  came 
«  to  them,  and  they  retired  with  precipitation.  T  he 
«  winds  were  againft  their  return,  but  it  was  decided 
.<  by  Providence,  that  they  ftiould  retire  the  fame  way 
“  they  came  ;  and  they  have  done  this  m  defiance  of 
“  contrary  winds.  Ought  you, not  therefore  to  fay  j  . 

i  f  God  be  for  us ,  <wbo  Jball  be  againjt,  us  d 

As  for  the  reft,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  com-, 
manded  the  land  forces,  in  conformity  to  his  mftrufti- 
ons  behaved  towards  the  inhabitants,  and.  other  iub- 
iedts  not  in  arms,  with  all  pofliSle  humanity..  Seven 
Tailors  and  a  foldier  were  hanged  for  having  indulged  : 
themfelves  in  pillaging.  .  r 

The  ravages  occafioned  .by*  this  lnvation  were  elti-  • 
mated  at  twelve  millions  *  lofs  in  naval  effects  only.. 

The  fecond  infult  was  ftill  more  fatal.  It  was  ex-  - 
ecuted  under  the;  command  of  Commodore  Howe,  who 
already  began  to  fignalize  himfelf,  and  of  General  ; 
Bligh.  The  better  to  encourage  the  troops,  Prince 
Edward,  fince  Duke  of  York,  attended  by  a  great 
many  young  Noblemen,  as  volunteers,  embarked  on 
board  the  fleet.  Cherbourg  was  the  place  they  re- 
folved  to  attack  and  to  deftroy.  That  port,  the  har¬ 
bour  of  which  we  were  employed  in  deepening  and 
enlarging, g  might  one  day  become,  by  its  pofition  in 
the  Channel,  extremely  troublefome  to  Great  Britain. 
France  had  yet  no  port  in  the  Channel,  capable  of 
receiving  the  Iving  s  flups  and  fleets  j  and  this  one$ 
which  was  extenflve  and  commodious,  united  a  great 
number  of  advantages,  that  would  have  rendered  it 

much  . 


*  Five  hundred  thouflmd  pounds. 
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n.uch  fuperior  to  the  port  of  Dunkirk,  fo  much  ex- 
t0l™  ’  and  which  has  excited  fo  much  jealoufy. 

The  Englifh  appeared  before  it  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gu(f,  and  on  the  7th,  the  garrifon  having  retired  from. 
Re  place,  which  was  not  in  a  condition^  defend  it 

w  tii  ZW  ^T-  mafters  of  k>  and>  behaving 
:  heir  uiual  difciplme  they  contented  themfelves 

Z  ‘  •Tms  fav^  contributions  in  the  country,  with 
demoliflnng  the  works,  and  reducing  the  port  to  a 
moft  dep  o,  able  ftate  T  hey  burnt  there  twenty-feven 
ihips,  fpihed  up  one  hundred  and  feventy-three7 pieces 
of  cannon,  and  three  iron  mortars.  Twenty-two  fuoerb 
pie-es  of  cannon  and  two  brais  mortars  were  fent  to 
Lnjand,  with  the  colours  taken  in  this  expedition  ;  a 
fpedtacle  of  a  new  kind  for  the  prefent  generation 
ince  it  was  the  foil  enterprife  upon  the  coafts  of 
t  rance,  ior  feveral  centuries  part,  which  had  pro-- 
uced  any  conlicerable  and  lading  damages  to  the 
kingdom,  and  which  could  do  honour  to  the  boldnefs 
in  telligence,  and  capacity  of  the  Generals.  Upon  one 
of  tnefluices  were  written  feveral  infcriptions,  among 
which  was  the  following,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  re¬ 
trieves  the  memory  of  Cardinal  Fleur, ' ,  and  proves 

that  the  navy  was  not'  fo  indifferent  to  him  as  it  has 
i£>cea  mppofed. 


Ludo<vici  XV.  juffu 
Florid*.  conftlioy 
Xifcldi  du  flu 
In  a’<vum  rot  at  here  moles. 

Ars,  ttfti  urer  ’viflrix ,  atjuarum  impetuni 
Refrenat,  facile m  navibus  tempeftate  aflis 
Adi  turn  daty  tute  lam  afferit  ?  copiatn  e^ehity 
LAoriam  perpetual  fwtulque  Principe m 
Sapientem ,  heroa ,  pojleritati  cpmmendah 

^  ^iS  inscription  wa*s  thus  parodied  by.  a  land  officer 
■who  can  fed  his  to  be  engraved  under  it. 

Eev/is?  and  Fieuri,  and  Asfeld,  mud:  now  yield 
t6  f^rgcf  to  Pitt,  to  Bligh,  and  to  Howe.  The 
“  work  of  a  century  has  been  deftroyed  by  a  puff  of 
^  wind,  i  he  tide  is  free  at  prefent,  and  the  rage  of 

“  the 

ih 


“  the  Tea  commands.  Their  riches  and  their  fecuiity 
“  are  loft,  their  glory  is  vanished,  as  well  as  the  pride 
“  of  the  King,  of  the  Minifter,  and  of  the  Hero.” 

The  fpoils  of  France,  the  military  trophies  which 
we  have  mentioned  above,  were  carried  in  triumph 
through  London  a  week  afterwards,  and  conducted  to 
the  Tower. 

If  General  Bligh  had  contented  himfelf  with  this 
victory,  he  would  have  been  the  idol  of  England,  fo 
great  was  the  joy  and  fatisfa&ion  it  occafioned  :  but  on 
the  4th  of  September,  having  made  another  attempt 
upon  Saint  Brieux,  in  Britany,  the  boldnefs  of  the  Eng- 
Jifli  was  chaftifed  in  this  third  defcent  executed  by 
them  ;  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  came  up  with  them  on 
the  1  ith  at  Saint  Gas,  obliged  them  to  re-embark  with 
precipitation,  took  700  prifoners,  and  occafioned  the 
iofs  of  more  than  4,000  men,  killed  or  drowned.  They 
had  landed  thirteen  thoufand,  of  which  number  fcarce 
8,000  efcaped. 

The  French,  in  their  turn,  laughed  at  their  rivals  ; 
they  made  fongs  to  the  glory  of  the  conqueror,  and, 
playing  upon  the  word,  they  faid,  that  the  enemy  had 
been  driven  away,  a  grand  coups  d'  A i gut  lion  f.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  this  vidtory  ferved  only  to  prevent  any 
further  mifchief,  but  did  not  repair  the  damage  already 
done  on  our  coafts.  The  Britifh  Government  had,  at 
any  rate,  fulfilled  its  principal  objedt,  which  was  to 
hinder  us,  by  fuch  alarms,  from  unguarding  our  coafls, 
and  from  reinforcing  our  armies  in  Germany.  They 
had  obliged  us  to  keep  our  troops  continually  upon  the 
watch,  and  in  motion,  and  thus  brought  expences  up¬ 
on  us,  tending  to  make  our  finances  ftill  worfe,  which 
they  already  knew  were  in  an  extreme  bad  hate. 
They  were  indeed  fo  much  reduced,  that  France  was 
only  able  to  form  one  maritime  enterprife  during  M* 
de  Mafiiac’s  adminiftration  ;  an  enterprife  which  was 
undoubtedly  a  very  feeble  one  ;  but  would  have  proved 
very  ufeful,  if  it  had  been  crowned  with  that  fuccefs 
which  feemed  unavoidable.  In  the  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  a  Blip  and  two  frigates  were  fitted  out  at  Breft 

for 

_  f  With  many fevtre  JUngs,  Aiguilhn,  in  French,  fignifies  a  fling* 


irl 


VI  i  f. 


153  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

fora  fecret  expedition,  as  it  was  called.  In  fatt,  it 
was  fo,  and  was  even  conducted  with  fo  much  myf- 
tery,  that  it  efcaped  the  utmod  vigilance  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fpies.  We  podpone  the  curious  details  of  it  to 
a,  particular  account  J .  In  this  place,  we  diall  only 
give  a  fummary  relation  of  it.  The  intention  was,  to 
intercept  the  diips  of  the  Englifli  Ead  India  Company, 
by  a  cruize  edabliflhed  off  the  Ifland  of  Saint  Helena, 
where  they  mud  neceffarily  touch  on  their  return 
home,  to  receive  a  fhip  for  convoy.  Notwithdanding 
all  the  obftacles  which  the  plan  had  fufFered,  it  was  fo 
excellent  a  one,  that  we  might  have  furprized  about 
ten  oi  thofe  veffels,  whofe  cargo  was  worth  more 
than  twenty-two  millions  §.  But  mifunderdandings, 
jealoufies,  and  unfldlful  manoeuvres,  made  the  project 
fail ;  and  the  French  fquadron  experienced  the  fhame 
and  mortification  of  feeing  theinfelves  afterwards  at 
anchor  in  a  neutral  port,  along  fide  of  thofe  very  Eng¬ 
lish,  who  infulted  them  for  their  inability. 

The  pitiful  conduct  ofM.  de  Mafliac,  and  the  iTiort 
time  of  his  admin  idration,.  difguded  the  Court  from 
intruding  the  naval  department  to  a  man  of  the  pro- 
feflion.  They  returned  to  the  Maders  of  Requeds, 

AW  anc*  Berryer  obtained  it.  Every  body 

was  confounded  with  adonifhment  at  this 
news;  people  afked  each  other,  whether  the  intent 
was  abfolutely  to  complete  our  ruin,  by  employing  fuch 
a  Minider,  in  the  prefent  important  crifis  of  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  and  of  naval  affairs.  This  perfon,  who  had  but 
lately  been  taken  from  the  police,  had  never  given 
proofs  of  any  of  thofe  talents  required  for  the  delicate 
pod  to  which  he  was  rai  fed.  He  was,  befides,  dedi- 
tute  of  humanity,  harili,  blunt,  and  even  brutifh ;  was 
deteded  in  every  office  he  had  filled  ;  and  had  no  other 
merit,  than  being  fervilely  devoted  to  the  favourite, 
and  exceffively  abject  to  every  perfon  of  whofe  affid- 
ance  he  dood  in  need.  She  had  introduced  him  to 
the  Council  of  Difpatches,  and  foon  after  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State,  that  die  might,  fecure  another  vote  to  her- 

m 


X  It  will  be  inferted  in  the  Appendix  of  the  fourth  volume; 
§  Near  a  million  derling. 
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felf  in  that  Body  ;  and  efpecial ly  a  fpy,  able  to  give 
her  an  account  of  all  that  fhould  pafs  there.  He  had 
obferved,  that  Marflial  Belleifle  directed  them,  and 
was  their  oracle ;  to  him,  therefore,  he  paid  his  court. 
The  Marflial,  always  bufied  with  projects,  not  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  fucceed  in  Germany,  wiflied  to  re¬ 
fume  the  idea  of  linking  a  great  blow  in  England,  by 
the  plan  of  an  invafion  ;  which  is  fo  eafily  formed, 
and  always  firft  fuggefted  by  men  of  weak  underftand- 
ings  ;  but  which,  to  be  carried  into  execution,  would 
require  all  the  refources  of  a  vaft  genius,  capable  at 
once  of  fubjedting  itfelf  to  the  moll:  minute  details, 
and  of  uniting  to  a  great  deal  of  boldnefs,  the  moft 
rapid  difpatch  in  bufinefs.  He  thought  he  had  found 
the  man  he  wanted  in  M.  de  Berryer  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
an  adtive  and  tradtable  agent,  whom  he  might  diredt 
as  he  pleafed,  and  who  would  implicitly  follow  his  va¬ 
rious  mitigations.  He  was  miftaken  :  the  new  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  had  a  great  fliare  of  ignorance,  but 
ftill  more  prefumption  and  obltinacy.  Abjedt  when  he 
wanted  to  acquire  the  iuffrage  of  his  benefadtor  •  he 
became,  according  to  cultom,  refradtory  when  he 
thought  he  could  do  without  him.  Trifling  in  his  dif- 
pofition,  as  well  as  from  the  nature  of  the  place  he 
had  fo  long  occupied,  his  attention  was  engaged  upon 
fmall  matters  of  reformation,  inftead  of  being  employ¬ 
ed  in  feconaing  with  efficacy  the  vigorous  meafures 
purfued  by  the  Marfhal  in  his  office  ,*  for  the  military 
and  naval  departments  were  mutually  to  affift  each 
other — could  not  fucceed  otherwife — and  M.  de  Ber¬ 
ryer,  by  not  making  the  navy  adt  in  concert  with  the 
army,  occafioned  the  failure- of  the  wife  plans  concert¬ 
ed  by  the  Marfhal  in  his  department. 

M.  Berryer,  who  had  entered  into  the  Miniftry  im- 
prefled  with  the  idea,  for  which  indeed  there  was  too 
much  reafon,  of  the  enormous  depredations  committed 
in  his  department,  had  not  the  fenfe  to  perceive,  that 
it  was  neceflary  to  poltpone,  to  a  more  leafonable  op¬ 
portunity,  the  remedying  of  tbefe  abufes — that  the 
capital  and  urgent  point  of  preferving  the  colonies, 
which  were  the  principal  feat  of  them,  was  firft  to  be 
attended  tQ---and  that,  when  a  houfe  is  burning,  one 
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(hould  not  be  diverted  from  putting  out  the  fire,  by 
the  lefs  material  attention  of  preventing  robbers  from 
carrying  off  fome  of  the  eflfe&s.  ,  While  he  had  pre- 
fided  over  the  police,  the  only  lprings  of  his  adminis¬ 
tration  had  been  informers  and  (pies ;  and  thefe  were 
the  perfons  he  ftill  employed.  He  found  out  in  Paris 
an  old  officer  of  the  civil  department  of  the  navy,  who 
had  been  expelled  from  his  corps  for  his  bad  conduct, 
and  made  him  his  confidant,  his  counfellor,  and  even 
his  director.  From  a  principle  of,  miftaken  vanity,  not 
daring  to  acknowledge  his  incapacity  to  thofe  who 
might  have  inftrudted  him  at  large  ;  he  fecretly  con¬ 
sulted  this  fubaltern,  who  had  fome  little  knowledge 
ol  the  matter  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  afhamed  of  fuch 
a  preceptor,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be  known  from 
whence,  or  how,  he  acquired  his  maritime  principles, 
he  made  him  come  up  fecretly  into  his  clofet  by  a 
private  ftaircafe,  and  at  times  when  the  Firft  Clerks 
were  not  likely  to  meet  with  him.  This  management 
continued  for  fome  time  without  creating  fufpicion. 
In  the  mean  while,  this  counfellor  of  M.  Berryer, 
availing  himfelf  of  the  circumftance  to  gratify  his  pri¬ 
vate  animofities,  purfued  his  revenge  in  a  cruel  man¬ 
ner.  Every  poft  conveyed  menacing  letters  againft  the 
Commanders,  difmiffions,  and  cafhiering  of  Officers, 
againft  whom  there  were  only  vague  complaints,  of 
long  (landing,  or  unattefted.  The  Source  of  thefe  op- 
preffions  was  at  length  difcovered,  and  the  Minifter 
was  obliged  to  dilgrace  this  little  Sejanus,  who  in  his 
way  had  already  done  a  great  deal  of  mil  chief,  and 
had  collected  pecuniary  rewards,  which  were,  cer¬ 
tainly  very  ill  employed,  and  might  have  been  rec¬ 
koned  among  thofe  burthenfome  profusions  the  Minifter 
wifihed  to  fupprefs. 

While  M.  Berryer’s  attention  was  thus  moft  ferioufly 
engaged  in  thefe  little  details— ^while  he  was  diftniffing 
fome  officers  of  the  civil  department — retrenching  the 
appointments  of  others — and  diminiftiing  the  profits  of 
the  contractors,  whofe  accounts  were  examined  afrefh 
—the  enemy  were  beating  our  fquadrons— completing 
the  ruin  of  our  navy— taking  Guadaloupe,  Quebec, 
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Martinico,  all  Canada,  and  Pondicherry— and  were 
continually  infulting  us,  even  in  our  own  country. 

The  Englifll,  extending  their  views  of  conqueft  in 
proportion  as  their  rivals  were  enfeebled,  alter  the 
capture  of  Cape  Breton,  not  only  entertained  thoughts 
of  reducing  all  our  pofleffions  in  North  America,  buc 
even  of  beginning  the  invafion  of  our  fugar-iflands. 
Martinico,  the  moft  important  of  thefe,  from  its  filia¬ 
tion  to  windward,  and  the  center  of  all  the  other 
iflands  in  thefe  latitudes,  was  the  one  that  difturbed 
them  moft.  Being  full  of  merchants,  and  feafaring 
people,  it  was  able  to  furnifh  fuccours  of  men,  arms, 
and  provifions,  which  reached  the  place  of  their  defti- 
nation  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  with  a  moral  certainty 
of  not  being  intercepted,  notwithftanding  the  ftrength 
and  multiplicity  of  the  fquadrons  employed  to  impede 
this  communication. 

This  was  not  all :  fwarms  of  privateers  coming  out 
from  this  harbour,  obliged  the  merchantmen  of  Great 
Britain  to  have  recourfe  to  convoys  ;  and  this  expen- 
iive  inconvenience  prevented  them  from  fending  pro¬ 
vifions  as  regularly  as  it  was  neceftary,  to  keep  thofe 
ifiands  free  from  want.  With  regard  to  the  fmall 
veftels,  which  being  more  bold,  attempted  thofe  expe¬ 
ditions,  it  was  calculated  that  two-fifths  of  them  fell 
into  the  hands  of  our  privateers.  In  a  word,  at  the 
time  of  the  taking  of  AJartinico  by  the  Englifh,  during 
the  laft  war,  the  records  of  the  Admiralty  ftill  men¬ 
tion  a  total  of  four  thoufand  veffels  carried  off  in  that 
manner. 

Ever  fince  the  month  of  Odlober,  fhips  and  troops 
had  been  fent  from  Europe  for  this  expedition  againft 
Martinico,  which  was  jointly  intruded  to  Commodore 
Moore  and  General  Hopfon.  The  firft  had  a  fquadron 
of  ten  fhips  of  the  line,  and  the  fecond  commanded 
eight  thoufand  land  forces.  The  landing  was 
effefted  on  the  1 6th  of  January;  but  the  '59- 
enemy  having  been  repulfed  by  the  inhabitants,  with 
more  vigour  than  was  expected,  they  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  fpend  their  time,  and  their  forces,  in  an  at¬ 
tack,  the  fuccefs  of  which  was  very  doubtful  ;  and 
which,  befides,  was  liable  to  be  interrupted  every  mo¬ 
ment 
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went  by  (uccours  lent  from  Europe,  that  were  inoef- 
Tandy  expected.  The  Englillr  turned  their  forces 
agamft  Guadaloupe,  a  conqueft  more  proportioned  to 

23  7an-  ^maJIne^s  °f  tIieir  army.  It  could  not, 
however,  be  completed  in  lefs  than  three 
months.  A  woody  country,  interfered  with  rivers, 
hollow  ways,  paffes,  and  fteep  rocks,  prefented  natural 
ooftacles  it  was  neceffary  to  overcome.  It  is  true  that 
the  Engliili  fcarce  met  with  any  other.  The  lofs  of 
E>is  ifiand  will  lor  ever  be  the  difgrace  of  Governor 
j\adau  ;  branded  at  firft  by  a  Court  Martial,  but  at 
length  reinftated  by  dint  of  intrigues  and  money,  two. 
infallible  means,  which  fooner  or  later  always  fucceed 
in  this  country.  It  will  alfo  be  the  difgrace  of  the 
Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  his  Majefly’s  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-General  in  the  Windward  iflands  j  who  re¬ 
maining  quietly  at  Martinico,  and  thinking  of  nothing 
but  his  own  lecurity,  negleded  fo  much  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  upon  that  part  of  his  government,  that 
he  did  not  fend  any  afiiftance  to  it  for  feveral  months. 
This  lofs  wilh  reflect  an  equal  difgrace  on  M.  de  Bom- 
par,  who  arriving  from  Breft  with  a  powerful  fqua- 
dron,  was  fix  weeks  before  he  put  himfelf  in  motion 
to  fee k  the  Engliili  fleet.  Thefe  two  officers,  al¬ 
though  not  condemned  by  any  fentence,  were  de¬ 
graded  by  the  opinion  of  the  public.  In  vain  did  they 
lay  the  blame  upon  the  fiownefs  of  the  Minifies  who 
delayed  fix  months  before  he  fent  the  fhips  foiicited 
by  thofe  colonies  :  though  this  was  an  additional  fault, 
to  be  laid  by  the  nation  to  the  charge  of  the  Minifler, 
yet  it  did  not  juftify  them.  It  is  proved,  even  by  the 
avowal  of  the  Engliili,  that  if  the  Marquis  of  Beau¬ 
harnois  had  appeared  one  hour  fooner,  Gaudaloupe 
would  not  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  The  French 
Generals  were  then  the  more  culpable,  as  the  fituation 
of  the  place,  and  the  circumftances,  feemed  to  de¬ 
prive  the  enemy  of  the  means  of  oppofing  them.  Such 
was  the  inadion  of  the  Britiili  fleet,  that  being  detain¬ 
ed  at  Dominica  for  near  eleven  weeks,  it  remained  a 
quiet  fpedator  of  the  captures  made  by  the  privateers 
of  Martinico,  who  carried  off,  almoft  in  their  fight, 
more  than  ninety  merchantmen  of  their  nation. 

The 
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The  befiegers  had  loft  their  General,  fuceeeded  by 
General  Barrington,  who  being  himfelf  leized  with  the 
gout,  in  the  toot,  the  hand,  and  the  ftomach,  cou  c 
only  give  imperfedt  orders.  His  little  army  was  o 
much  fatigued  by  continual  labour,  that  he  ^  May. 
readily  accepted  the  propofal  of  a  capitula¬ 
tion,  and  granted  the  moft  honourable  terms,  not  in 
confederation  of  the  valour  ot  M.  de  Nadau,  but  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  critical  iituation  in  which  he  found  him- 
felf,  which  did  not  permit  him  to  be  very  difficult,  as 

we  fee  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt. 

It  was,  however,  a  very  fortunate  circumftance  for 
the  inhabitants  to  be  conquered  at  this  time,  when, 
during  a  three  months  fiege,  their  plantations  had  been 
deftroyed,  their  warehoufes  burnt,  and  part  of  their 
Haves  carried  ofF.  If  the  conqueror  had  been  obliged 
to  retire  after  all  thefe  ravages,  the  ifland  would  have 
remained  without  refource  :  the  mother  country  had 
it  not  in  her  powfct  to  lend  them  any  aftiftance  ;  and 
they  had  no  commodities  to  barter  with  the  neutral 
Powers,  in  exchange  for  fubfiftence.  They  therefore 
received  the  kind  offers  of  the  Englifh  General  with 
confidence,  who  gained  their  affection  fo  much,  that 
it  was  doubted,  fays  an  hiftorian,  whether  he  was  more 
beloved  and  rcfpeded  by  his  own  troops,  or  by  the  con¬ 
quered  people.  The  fmall  illands  of  Defeada,  the 
Saintes,  Bartholomew,  and  Marigalante,  all  of  them 
dependent  upon  Guadaloupe,  fell  with  that  ifland  under 
the  yoke  of  the  Englifh  ;  and  could  do  nothing  better 
for  their  prefervation. 

While  Moore  and  Barrington  were  triumphant  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  Saunders  and  Wolfe  were  fignalizing 
themlelves  in  North  America,  and  laying  fiege  to 
Quebec.  We  have  already  obferved,  that  the  war  in 
this  continent  had,  till  that  time,  turned  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  French.  In  1758,  they  were  ftill  fuccefs- 
ful  ;  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm  gained  a  fignal  vi&ory, 
on  the  8th  of  July,  near  Fort  Carillon  ;  on  the  14th 
of  September,  M.  de  Ligneris  beat  a  detachment  of  a 
thoufand  Englifh,  towards  Fort  Duquefne  :  but  thefe 
very  fucceffes  were  the  caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  of 
the  colony.  The  Englifh,  who  faw  that  with  much 
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inferior  forces  we  overturned  all  their  projefts  took 
ne  resolution  to  increafe  their  army  in  that  country 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  crulhed  us  at  laft  by  their 
numbers.  In  the  fprmg  they  had  forty  thoufand  men 
there  while  we  had  lcarce  fifteen  hundred.  In  vain 
had  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  forefeeing  the  fiege  of 
Quebec  to  be  unavoidable,  folicited  for  reinforcements- 
the  want  of  money,  the  difficulty  of  fending  troops 
there,  the  wavering  difpofition  of  the  Miniftry,  their 
ablurdity,  the  general  dejedion  of  the  King’s  navy 
and  the  little  encouragement  given  to  the  brave  Cap¬ 
tains  of  merchant-fhips,  called  Officers  Bleus,  who, 
atter  having  fiiewed  prodigies  of  valour,  had  a  great 
eal  of  tiouble  to  get  into  the  Royal  navy,  and  were 
looked  upon  there  with  that  contempt  with  which 
they  had  a  much  better  right  to  treat  their  rivals— 'all 
thele  circumftances  concurred  in  defeating  the  forefight 
of  this  Commander.  -  &  s  : 


A  fleet  of  3  5  Ihips,  each  of  three  or  four  hundred 
tons  burthen,  was  required  to  fupply  the  wants  of  the 
Commiflary  of  the  ftores  in  eatables  alone,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  the  fuoftftence,  and  other  neceiTaries,  to  be  Tent 
on  the  King’s  account,  which  were  defigned  for  the 
inhabitants,  and  for  all  thole  who  v/ere  not  fupplied 
by  rations.  Not.  a  fourth  part  of  thefe  things  was 
fent,  and  few  arrived — no  troops,  no  frefh  ammuniti¬ 
on,  ana  efpecially  no  fleet ;  fo  that  Canada  was  re¬ 
duced  to  its  own  forces  : — but  M.  de  Berryer,  like  an 
exadt  Miniftei,  did  not  fail  to  lend  a  Commiflary,  to 
aflift  the  Intendant  in  fettling  his  accounts.  It  was  not 
cei tain ly  from  this  civil  officer  that  the  falvation  of 
the  colony  was  to  be*  expefted.  Accordingly,  the 
Englifli  were  not  afraid  of  him  j  their  flag  foon  ap¬ 
peared  before  Quebec.  Alas  !  of  what  little  avail  is 
all  human  fcience,  and  how  foon  are  the  belt  planned 
enterprifes  difconcerted  !  Notwithftan ding  the  forfaken 
Hate  in  which  Miniftry  had  left  Canada — notwith¬ 
standing.  the.  want  that  prevailed  there — notwithftand- 
ing  the  inferiority  of  its  forces,  one  inftant  might  have 
faved  the  colony,  and  annihilated  the  power  of  the 
Englifli  on  this  continent.  Eight  fire-fliips  had  been 
fitted  out  in  the  road  $  a  feeble,  but  the  beft  method 
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of  defence  that  could  have  been  thought  of.  Scarce 
had  the  enemy’s  fleet  anchored  at  the  ifland  y 
of  Orleans,  when  thofe  infernal  machines  '  June» 
were  fent  off  in  the  night-time,  to  reduce  it  to  afhes  ; 
and  if  the  orders  had  been  punctually  executed,  both 
men  and  fhips  would  have  been  rfll  loll:.  But  the  Cap¬ 
tains  who  conducted  this  operation  were  Seized  with 
terror  ;  they  fet  fire  to  their  veffels  too  foon,  and  has¬ 
tened  back  to  landfin  their  boats.  The  befiegers,  who 
had  feen  the  flames  from  a  diftance,  had  time,  from 
this  precipitation,  to  guard  themfelves,  againfl  them  ; 
and  this  gpeat  fault  of  the  Canadians,  was  really  the 
circumftance  which  decided  their  fate. 

They  depended  ftill  upon  another  danger,  more 
concealed,  and  contrived  by  nature  itfelf  againfl:  their 
enemies,  but  which  only  Served  to  prove  the  ability 
of  the  Englifh  failors,  and  the  ignorance  of  ours. 
There  is  in  the  river  a  place  called  La  traverfe  du 
Nerd,  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  difficult  pafs. 
Every  year,  at  the  time  of  the  approach  of  the  King’s 
Ships,  the  Signals  intended  to  guide  them  over  this 
place  were  repaired  ;  and  thefe  precautions  were  at¬ 
tended  to  for  the  fmalleft  frigates.  Upon  the  firfl: 
intelligence  received,  that  Saunders  had  entered  the 
river,  great  care  was  taken  to  fupprefs  all  the  buoys, 
in  order  to  increafe  thofe  embarraflinents,  fo  much 
dreaded  by  the  French.  Their  rivals  made  a  jeft  of 
them,  and  went  over  this  pafs  with  fhips  of  70  or  80 
guns,  in  the  night,  as  well  as  in  the  day-time  ;  they 
even  crofled  it  with  Several  fhips  a-breaft,  tacking 
about,  and  Shewing  themfelves  more  Ikilful  thin  the 
pilots  of  the  country  *. 

In  the  mean  while  the  Englifh  had  more  Serious 
obfliacles  to  Surmount.  They  had  a  great  deal  of  trou¬ 
ble  to  land,  and  eftablifh  themfelves  in  the  environs  of 
the  place.  The  borders  ol  the  river  were  fo  well  de¬ 
fended  by  troops,  and  redoubts,  placed  at  different 
diflances,  that  the  fir  ft  efforts  failed.  Thefe  unfortu¬ 
nate 


*  See  Letter  of  M.  Je  Bigot ,  Intendant  of  the  colony,  to 
M.  Berryer,  dated  2&  O&ober,  1759,  wherein  lie  is  obliged  to 
tel]  this  anecdote,  fo  difgraceful  to  all  the  French  navy. 
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nate  attempts  laded  fix  weeks,  and  we  may  judge 
from  the  very  circumfpedt  letters  of  the  two  Com* 
manders  of  the  enterprife,  that  they  began  to  be  dif- 
gulled  with  it.  Wolfe  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt,  “  the  in- 
tereds  of  Great  Britain  require  the  mod  vigorous 
meafures  ;  but  the  courage  of  a  handful  of  brave  men 
u  ls  on^7  to  be  difplayed  where  there  are  fome  hopes 
“  of  fuccefs.  You  may,  however,  be  aflured,  that 
“  the  little  time  remaining  for  the  campaign,  fhall  be 
employed,  as  much  as  podible,  for  the  honour  of 

44  his  Majedy  and  the  good  of  the  nation. - 1  fhall 

be  happy  if  our  efforts  here  contribute  to  the  fuccefs 
6<  of  his  Majedy’s  arms.’’ 

Saunders,  on  his  fide,  wrote,  on  the  cd  of  Septem¬ 
ber  : — “  The  enemy  feem  to  be  numerous,  and  drongly 
4<  poded  ;  but,  whatever  the  event  may  be,  we  /hall 
remain  here  as  long  as  the  feafon  will  permit  us,  in 
“  order  to  prevent  at  lead  any  detachment  of  troops  from 
“  Quebec  from  being  fent  againd  General  AmherdT 
It  was  not  till  the  12th  ot  September,  that  is  to  fay, 
after  having  remained  three  months  in  the  river,  that 
the  enemy  had  the  fingular  good  fortune  to  land  with¬ 
out  being  perceived.  This  was  done  an  hour  before 
day-break,  at  the  didance  of  a  league  and  a  half  above 
the  town.  The  army,  fix  thoufand  drong,  was  al¬ 
ready  formed  in  order  of  battle,  when  it  was  attacked 
the  next  day  by  a  body  of  troops,  one-third  lefs  than 
theirs.  This  a<dion  will  be  ever  memorable  from  the 
lofs  of  the  two  Commanders.  Wolfe  was  fird  wound¬ 
ed,  without  his  troops  lofing  their  confidence  and  refo- 
lution.  Carried  out  of  the  ranks,  and  fainting,  he 
came  to  himlelf,  upon  hearing,  T^hey  fly.  He  afked 
with  eagernefs,  who?  and  was  anfwered,  The  French  : 
he  replied,  ‘ Thank  God  ;  I  die  fatisfled :  and  expired. 
Montcalm  furvived  this  illudrious  adverfary  no  longer 
than  to  experience  the  mortification  of  being  a  witnefs 
to  the  defection  of  his  troops.  He  was  mortally  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  retreat,  and  expired  with  equal  glory.  He 
had  even  the  opportunity  of  dilplaying  a  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  heroifm,  by  attending  dill  to  the  glory  of  his 
country,  and  generoufly  giving  his  opinion  to  return  to 
the  field  of  battle.  This  advice,  which  was  alfo  that 
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t>f  the  Marquis  of  Vaudreuil,  might  have  recovered 
matters  :  a  Council  of  war  determined  differently  ;  and 
notwithftanding  the  reinforcements  received,  we  retired 
to  thediftance  of  ten  le  .gues.  The  Chevalier  de  Levy, 
who  had  haftened  from  his  poft  to  fucceed  Montcalm 
cenfured  the  weaknels  of  this  flep  We.  were  afhamed 
of  it, and  wiflied  to  return,  in  order  to  regain  the  victory ; 
it  was  too  late,  Quebec,  three  parts  of  which  was  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  cannon  of  the  fleet,  had  juft  capitulated. 
The  Chevalier  de  Ramfay,  who  had  fhut  hiinfelf  up  in 
it,  was  only  allowed  four  hours  for  the  treaty. 

To  thefe  two  conquelfs  in  the  new  world,  were  added 
two  naval  viftories,  which  carried  the  glory  of  the  Mini- 
Her,  who  directed  fo  many  fortunate  and  well-planned 
operations,  to  the  higheft  pitch.  The  only  refource  of 
France,  was  the  invafion  meditated  by  Marfhal  Bel- 
leifle,  and  for  which  immenfe  preparations  were  making 
The  navy  of  Breft  not  being  ftrong  enough  to  fibpport  it, 
it  was  thought  of  adding  that  of  Toulon,  and  all  the 
fhips  able  to  go  to  tea  were  fitting  out  in  this  laff  port. 

But  although  fince  the  taking  of  Minorca,  the  Englifh 
had  no  fixed  port  but  at  Gibraltar— a  foreign  road, 
where  veffels  are  far  from  ridihg  in  fafety,  and  cannot 
weather  certain  winds— it  was  decided  that  this  junction 
fihould  be  prevented.  ^ 

Pitt  was  informed  by  his  fpies,  that  no  more  than 
twelve  Tups  of  the  line  could  come  out  of  Toulon  :  he 
did  not  negled  putting  the  fuperiority  of  number  on  the 
lide  of  the  Enghfih,  and  fent  fourteen.  They  were  in¬ 
truded  ^to  Bofcawen,  the  Admiral  who  had  begun  the 
v/ar.  He  had  juft  conquered  Louifbourg,  and  had  all 
the  boldnefs  neceffary  for  fuch  an  enterprife.  He  pre-  * 
lented  himfelf  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  port,  blocked 
up  the  Fiench  fquadron  there,  and,  to  provoke  them 
to  come  out,  fent  fome  of  his  fillips,  with 
orders  to  burn  two  veflels  that  were  at  an-  ^  June. 
chor  in  the  great  road.  It  was  again  M.  de  la  Clue, 
who  commanded.  He  was  not  more  moved  at  this  in- 
fult,  than  he  had  previoufly  iliewn  himfelf  at  Cartha- 
gena  ;  and  though  the  enemy’s  fhips,  in  a  dead  calm, 
and  unable  to  execute  their  rafli  |enterprife,  were  very 
ih  treated  from  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  and  obliged  to 

be 
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be  towed  away,  he  fuffered  them  to  manoeuvre,  and  re¬ 
tire  very  quietly.  This  accident,  and  the  bad  weather, 
forced  the  Englifh  Admiral  to  retire  to  Gibraltar,  in  or¬ 
der  to  refit.  He  made  no  doubt  but  that  his  rivalwould 
take  advantage  of  this  circumflance,  to  put  to  fea,  and 
attempt  the  paflage  of  the  ftraits ;  but  he  had  deter¬ 
mined,  that  he  fhould  not  do  this  with  impunity,  and 
had  therefore  ftationed  two  of  his  fwifteft  failers  to  watch 
3iim,  one  toward  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  the  other  on 
that  of  Africa. 

M.  de  la  Clue,  mftead  of  feizing  this  opportunity  to 
follow  Bofcawen,  who  could  not  then  have  attacked 
him  with  advantage,  would  not  fet  fail  till  he  was  cer¬ 
tain  of  having  no  Englifhman  in  fight.  He  loft  a  time 
that  was  precious  to  him,  for  carrying  his  orders  into 
execution,  and  gave  the  enemy  leilure  to  appear  again 
in  force.  The  French  fleet  was  in  very  good  condi¬ 
tion,  and  well  able  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy.  If 
it  be  the  duty  of  an  hiftorian  to  fave  from  oblivion  the 
names  of  thofe  heroes  who  have  been  ufeful  to  their 
country,  he  is  no  lefs  obliged  to  hold  up  to  public  ex¬ 
ecration  the  names  of  thofe  bafe  Commanders  who  have 
flirunk  from  their  duty.  The  French  fleet  confifted  of 
the  following  iliips. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Captains  M.  M. 

V  Ocean,  — 

80  — 

De  la  Clue,  Commodore, 

Le  Redoubtable , 

74  — 

De  Saint  Agnan,  Captain, 

Le  Centaure , 

74 

De  Sabran  Gramont. 

Le  Souverainy 

74  — 

Panat. 

Le  Guerrier , 

74  — 

De  Rochemore. 

Le  Temerairey 

74  — 

Caftillon  the  elder. 

Le  Fantafquey 

64  — 

Caftillon  the  younger. 

Le  Modeftey 

64  — 

Du  Loc  de  Montvert. 

Le  Lioriy  — 

64  — 

Colbert  Turgis. 

Le  'Triton ,  — 

64  — 

Venet.  V 

Le  Fiery  — 

50  — 

Marquifon. 

V  Grijl am  me  y 

50  — 

Dabon, 

FRF 
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FRIGATES. 


Guns. 

La  Chimcrey 

26 

La  Minerve , 

M 

La  Gracieufey 

24 

Captains.  M.  M. 
Faucher. 

The  Chevalier  d’Oppede. 
'Fhe  Chevalier  Fabri. 


On  the  evening  from  the  1 6th  to  the  17th  of  Auguft, 
M.  de  la  Clue,  by  keeping  clofe  to  the  coaft  of  Barbary, 
had  hipped  into  the  channel  ;  and  was  got  almoft  beyond 
the  coafl:  ot  Ceuta,  when  he  was  perceived  by  the  Gi¬ 
braltar ■,  an  Englifh  fhip  upon  the  fcout  :  it  v/as  about 
eight  o’clock  when  this  ihip  gave  the  fignal,  and  before 
ten  Bofcawen  was  already  under  fail,  and  out  of  the 
bay.  On  that  very  night,  not  by  a  guft  of  wind,  as  the 
timid  author  of  the  Annals  of  Lewis  XV.  officioufly  pre¬ 
tends,  but,  as  the  French  Commander  fays,  by  a  fatality 
for  which  no  reafon  can  be  given  *,  five  of  his  Blips  and 
three  frigates  had  parted  company  ;  fo  that  the  next 
morning,  at  day-break,  he  law  himfelf  furrounded  only 
by  the  Redoubtable ,  the  Centaure ,  and  the  Modejle.  In 
this  weakened  ftate,  committing  one  fault  upon  another, 
the  enemy  came  up  with  him.  If  he  wanted  conduct,  it 
muft  be  owned  that  he  did  not  want  courage.  His  fhip 
bred  two  thoufand  five  hundred  fhot — one  of  his  lees 
was  carried  olt,  and  the  other  dangeroufly  wounded"; 
but  the  only  Captain  who  acquired  all  the 
glory  of  the  day,  was  M.  de  Sabran  Gram-  1 7  Aug. 
mont,  who,  though  he  was  the  firfl  that  furrendcred,  did 
not  fti  ike  till  after  he  had  performed  prodigies  of  valour, 
and  after  having  been  fucceflively  attacked  by  five  fhips, 
the  laft  of  which  was  the  Admiral’s  of  90  n  uns. 

r  ne  brave  defence  made  by  this  Captain,  keeping  the 
enemy  engaged  till  night  came  on,  the  fleet  might  have 
been  laved,  if  it  had  been  managed  with  (kill  and  con¬ 
duct.  On  the  contrary,  Count  Panat  and  M.  de  Roche- 
more  thought  proper  to  take  refuge  at  Lifbon.  This 


*  See  his  letter  to  the  Count  de  Merle,  Ambaflador  from 

France  to  the  Court  of  Liibon,  dated  from  Lagos,  the  1 8th  of 
Auguft  1759.  0  ’ 
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•defection  difcouraged  both  the  Captains  and  the  crews: 
the  adtion  was  now  changed  into  a  meer  difgracefu! 
rout;  the  Ocean  and  the  Redoubtable  were  burned  the 
next  day,  and  the  Ren.eraire  and  Modejle  taken. 

Certainly,  if  there  were  ever  any  occafion  for  a  Court 
Martial,  it  ought  to  have  been  holden  on  account  of  this 
engagement  off'  Lagos,  wherein  cowardice,  ignorance, 
treachery  to  one’s  country,  forgetfulnefs,  and  infraction 
of  orders,  were  confpicuous  on  all  Tides.  It  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  have,  been  a  great  hardfliip  for  M.  de  la 
Clue,  after  having  loft  both  his  legs,  to  lofe  his  head 
alfo  ;  his  crutches  might  ferve  as  an  anfwer  to  his  ac- 
cufers,  and  perhaps  juftify  him  fully.  But  this  inquiry 
was  indifpen fable,  to  learn  for  what  reafon,  in  a’fum- 
mer’s  night,  in  which  there  is  no  abfolute  darknefs — 
with  an  eailerly  wind,  which  never  blows  very  hard, 
— in  a  narrow  channel,  where  the  current  running  in 
a  diredl  line,  prevents  the  flips  from  lofmg  the  track, 
and  makes  them  drive  very  little — three  frigates  fiould 
have  feparated,  whofe  orders  were,  never  to  lofe  fight 
of  the  Admiral’s  flip,  to  obferve  his  fignals  in  order  to 
repeat  them,  to  keep  conffantly  failing  round  the  fqua- 
dron,  to  watch  over  the  whole,  to  fee  that  they  were 
in  good  order  and  fafe ; — for  what  reafon,  five  of  the 
Weakeff  flips,  and  confequently  in  the  center  of  the 
divifion,  and  fupported  by  the  ftrongeft  on  the  right 
and  left,  loft  themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  at 
day-break  no  traces  of  them  could  be  found,  nor  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  morning,  till  noon,  when  they  went  to 
meet  them  ; — for  what  reafon,  after  the  adion,  at  a 
time  when  it  became  more  effential  than  ever  to  keep 
together,  in  order  to  make  head  againft  an  enemy  of 
double  the  {Length,  two  flips  fiould  take  upon  them¬ 
felves  to  leave  the  reft,  under  pretence  of  attending  to 
their  own  fafety  ; — for  what  reafon,  in  a  word,  the 
others,  inftead  of  fighting,  to  fecure  a  retreat  by  this 
means,  or  at  leaf:  to  make  the  enemy  pay  dear  for 
the  viClory,  fiould  prefer  to  be  fet  on  fire  by 
running  aground,  or  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  taken  at 
anchor.  Thefe  inquiries  would  be  end lels,  were  we 
to  enumerate  all  the  irregular  and  difgufting  things  that 
happened  during  the  aClion,  and  its  confequences.  M. 

de 
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de  Berryer’s  difpofition  was  much  inclined  to  enter 
into  the  difquiiition  of  fadts  ;  he  was  a  Judge  natu¬ 
rally  fevere  and  malevolent ;  but  he  was  ftill  more  at¬ 
tached  to  his  poll,  than  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
and  he  did  not  choofe  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  all 
the  Nobility  of  Provence,  to  whom  thefe  Captains 
were  allied.  Befides,  he  was  aware  that  this  would  be 
Petting  the  whole  navy  againft  him,  many  officers  of 
which,  equally  culpable,  were  interested  that  no  in¬ 
quiries  fhould  be  made,  left  they  fhould  afterwards 
extend  to  them.  In  a  word,  Marfhal  Conflans,  the 
only  refource  of  France  in  this  inftant,  was  to  be  in¬ 
dulged,  who,  from  an  inward  perfuafion  of  his  inca¬ 
pacity  and  cowardice,  oppofed  there  being  an  exam¬ 
ple  made,  which  might  become  too  dangerous  for  him- 
felf.  The  only  punifhment  inflidled  upon  the  crimi¬ 
nals  was,  at  their  return  from  Gibraltar,  to  be  hooted 
by  the  populace  ol  Toulon  ;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
they  faw  M.  de  Sabran  carefled  in  this  port,  at  Paris, 
and  at  Court,  and  honoured  with  a  penfion  from  the 
King. 

The  defeat  off  Lagos  was  a  fatal  check,  and  a  very 
bad  omen  for  the  reft  of  the  projedted  enterprifes ;  but 
the  expences  were  too  much  advanced  to  ftop  ;  the 
queftion  was,  to  obtain  fome  compenfation,  in  order  to 
conclude  a  peace  which  fhould  not  be  too  difadvan- 
tageous,  and  of  which  we  were  very  deftrous.  All 
hopes  were  loft  of  recovering  the  poffeftion  of  the  elec¬ 
torate  of  Hanover  :  the  only  refource  left  after  the  bat¬ 
tle  oi  Minden,  was  to  go  and  pafs  the  treaty  at  Lon¬ 
don ;  and  the  preparations  were  accordingly  purfued. 

George  II.  on  his  part,  made  his  Parliament  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  defigns  of  France— obtained  fubfidies 
from  them,  proportioned  to  the  vigorous  defence  that 
was  required  ;  and,  beftde  the  number  of  fleets  al¬ 
ready  fent  out  of  the  ports  of  England,  three  more 
fquadrons  fet  fail  after  each  other.  Commodore  Bovce 
was  ftationed  off  Dunkirk,  to  intercept  or  engage  every 
veffel  that  fhould  come  out  of  that  road.  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  Rodney  bombarded  the  Havre,  where  magazines 
of  provifions  had  been  formed,  and  flat  bottomed  boats 
conftrudted  tor  the  embarkation  of  troops.  In  a  word, 

*  3  Hawke 
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Hawke  appeared  before  Bred  with  a  formidable  fleet , 
iuperior  to  the  forces  the  Marflial  could  put  to  fea. 
The  cruifing  of  the  firft  of  thefe  officers  was  fo  exaCt, 
and  fo  well  kept  up,  that  the  little  fquadron,  intruded 
to  Thurot,  whofe  orders  were  figned  fince  the  17th  of 
June,  could  not  fet  fail  till  the  15th  of  O&ober.  Rod¬ 
ney  continued  firing  for  fifty-two  hours  without  inter¬ 
ruption,  and  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  oblige  the  inha¬ 
bitants  to  quit  the  town,  though  700  men  were  inceft 
fantly  employed  in  giving  affiftance,  and  extinguiftiing 
the  flames.  A  great  many  boats  were  burnt,  and  the 
magazines  very  much  damaged  ;  in  a  word,  the  pre¬ 
parations  in  this  quarter  were  nearly  reduced  to  no¬ 
thing.  Admiral  Hawke  blocked  up  fo  narrowly  the 
port  of  Breft,  for  fome  time,  that  no  fhip  could  enter, 
nor  go  out  of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  without 
being  taken  by  him.  He  carried  off  from  the  ancho¬ 
rage,  under  the  forts  of  the  coaft,  four  veflels,  which 
were  infinuating  themfelves  between  the  fhqre  and  the 
coaft.  Thefe  veflels  were  carrying  cannon  and  naval 
Tores  for  the  Marihal’s  fleet  ;  which  were  obliged  to 
be  replaced,  and  contributed  ftill  to  retard  his  de¬ 
parture. 

Thefe  difappointments  occafioned  the  execution  of 
the  projeCt  of  invafion  to  be  deferred  till  the  feaion 
when  the  winds  fliould  oblige  the  Englifli  to  remove. 
All  the  troops,  to  the  number  of  forty  battalions,  were 
aflembled  on  the  coaft  of  Britanny,  at  Vannes,  and  at 
Nantz,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon. 
There  was  another  army  at  Dunkirk,  commanded  by 
M.  de  Chevert ;  and  fome  detachments  from  the  King’s 
lioufehold  were  tofliarethe  event.  M.  de  Frobert,  a 
Krigadier,had  embarked  with  about  eight  hundred  men  in 
Thurot’s  fquadron,  which  was  gone  for  the  north  of  Ire¬ 
land.  His  objedl  was  to  reconnoitre  the  coaft  with 
care,  and,  by  forming  a  party  among  the  malecontents, 
%o  pave  the  way  for  a  defcent.  We  may  judge  by  his 
inftruCtions,  that  we  were  not  without  hopes  of  fome 
intrigues  from  the  partizans  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart,  and 
that  Scotland  was  the  place  where  fuccefs  was  chiefly 
expeCted.  Thefe  inftrudtions  contained  a  prohibition 
of  making  any  attempt  againft  that  kingdom  ;  and  or¬ 
dered, 


de red,  that  if  he  were  obliged  to  land  there,  he  fhould 
do  it  as  a  friend — fhould  only  make  life  or  arms  in, 
his  own  defence — and  even,  in  cafe  he  fhould  be 
treated  as  an  enemy,  lhould  take  nothing  without  pay¬ 
ing  for  it  *. 

On  this  occafion,  it  was  again  feen  upon  how  tii~ 
fling  a  circumfance  the  deftiny  of  the  moll  formidable 
empires  depends.  France  in  her  difrefs  might  have 
made  England  tremble,  and  have  reduced  her  to  a 
frate  of  humiliation,  in  the  midft  of  her  profperity,  if 
Marfhal  Conflans,  without  lofing  time— at  the  infant 
when  the  form,  on  the  12th  of  October,  obliged  Ad¬ 
miral  Hawke  to  quit  the  bay,  and  go  back  as  far  as 
Plymouth— had  come  out  of  port,  collected  his  feet, 
and  attempted  a  defcent,  it  would  have  been  impcfll- 
ble  for  the  enemy  to  oppofe  him  5  or  at  leaf  they 
could  not  have  done  it  but  at  the  greatef  difadvan- 
tage,  with  a  feet  fatigued  by  a  fix  months  cruize— 
lately  battered  and  diiperfed  by  a  hurricane,  which 
had  put  it  in  the  mof  deplorable  condition— againft 
one  that  was  freih,  well  equipped,  compofed  of  nu¬ 
merous  crews,  and  of  the  choice  of  the  navy.  But* 
this  Commander  was  net  a  man  capable  of  acting  in  fo 
vigorous  a  manner  ;  and  the  Minifter  for  the  marine 
department  was  too  weak,  and  too  iirefolute,  to  de¬ 
termine  as  foon  as  it  was  neceflary  ;  he  was  defirous 
of  afeertaining  previoufly,  whether  the  Englifh  Admi¬ 
ral  were  really  gone  into  port.  The  Marfhal  after¬ 
wards-  refuted  to  put  to  fea,  till  he  was  equipped  with 
all  the  parade  and  pomp  of  his  dignity.  Thete  delays 
continued  till  the  19th  of  November,  when  the  French 
fquadron  at  length  came  out.  Admiral  Hawke  was 
foon  informed  of  this,  by  the  Tips  kept  upon  the  look¬ 
out.  Having  been  forced  a  third  time,  by  contrary 
winds,  to  re-enter  Torbay,  he  perceived  the  necefity 
ox  oppofng  any  attempts  the  French  fleet  might  make. 

Though 

*  See  The  Journal  cf  the  r  navigation  of  a  French  fquadron ,  which 
Jet  out  from  the  port  of  Dunkirk ,  under  the  command  cf  Captain 
Thurot ,  on  the  15 th  of  October  1759,  ^tth  federal  detachments  of 
the  French  and  Svuij’s  guards ,  and  oj  various  other  corps  ;  by  the 
Marquis  de  Bragelonr.e ,  Major  cf  the  detachment. 
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Though  his  fleet  was  very  much  weakened  by  circum- 
ftan  ces,  and  from  thirty  fhips  of  the  line  was  reduced 
to  twenty-three,  yet  he  braved  the  fury  of  the  ele¬ 
ments,  and  exerted  all  his  fkill  to  overcome  the  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  reach  the  bay  of  Quiberon,  where  he  fbp- 
pofed  he  fhould  meet  with  the  adverlary.  The  joy 
was  exceeding  great  among  his  people,  when  they  per¬ 
ceived  the  French  fleet  ;  which,  on  the  contrary,  was 
feized  with  confternation  and  difmay.  Before  the  fleet 
had  come  out  of  Bred,  it  was  publicly  faid  that  it 
would  be  beaten,  and  therefore  we  need  not  be  fur- 
priied  that  it  was.  As  foon  as  the  Marfihal  was  in¬ 
formed  that  the  enemy  were  in  fight,  he  immediately 
fled,  thinking,  by  drawing  near  the  coail,  which  was 
full  of  land-banks  and  rocks,  to  prevent  his  being  pur- 
iued  ;  and  taking  it  for  granted,  that  his  adverfary 
would  not  dare  to  bid  defiance  to  thefe  fhelves,  with 
which  his  pilots  were  unacquainted.  By  this  fhameful 
artifice,  his  rear-guard  was  cut  off,  which  fuftained  all 
the  fire  of  the  Englifli,  and  was  ctuflied.  In  this  ge¬ 
neral  rout,  infinitely  worfe  than  that  off  .Lagos,  the 
hiftorian,  on  whichever  fide  he  looks,  cannot  find  the 
leafl;  fatisfaftion,  but  in  the  noble  defence  of  M.  de 
Saint  Andre  du  Verger,  and  in  paying  to  his  memory 
the  tribute  he  deferves.  This  Commodore,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  divifion  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  mounted 
the  Formidable  of  80  guns  :  he  was  fortunate  enough 
not  to  be  witnefs  to  the  termination  of  this  fatal  day, 
being  killed  in  the  addon,  as  well  as  his  brother  ,*  and 
his  Chip  did  not  ftrike  till  after  the  lofs  of  half  her 
crew,  and  when  Hie  was  fo  much  damaged  by  the  fir¬ 
ing,  and  lo  full  of  holes,  that  the  Englifli  had  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  bring  her  home.  In  every  other 
part  of  the  fleet  our  indignation  is  excited— in  one 
place  it  is  the  Chevalier  de  Beaufremont,  proud  of  his 
name,  and  yet  fnpporting  it  fo  ill,  who  miftaking  a  fig- 
nal  for  rallying,  for  the  fignal  of  running  away,  crouded 
all  the  fail  he  could, and,  by  an  infamous  defection,  drew 
along  with  him  to  the  ifland  of  Aix  all  the  vanguard 
under  his  command,  without  having  fired  a  iliot.  In 
another  place  we  obferve  a  divifion,  which,  embold¬ 
ened  by  terror,  manoeuvred  with  wonderful  dexterity, 

penetrated 


& 
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penetrated  into  a  river,  where  it  was  thought  impofli- 
ble  that  frigates  fhould  anchor,  and  exerted  incredible 
efforts  to  conceal  its  diigrace,  which  ought  to  have 
been  difplayed  to  inlure  its  glory.  In  the  center  we 
fee  Marfhal  Conffans — after  having  fired  a  few  broad- 
tides,  without  having  a  man  killed  or  wounded  on 
board,  or  without  having  buffered  the  leaf!  damage 
running  aground  with  the  Soleil  Royal ,  of  80  guns,  and 
two  thouiand  men— the  mod  fuperb  fliip  belonging  to 
his  Majefty,  quite  new,  with  every  advantage  of  con- 
flrudlion— and  ordering  her  to  be  burnt  in  his  prefence, 
while  he  was  at  the  fame  time  employed  in  a  ioraid 
attention  to  his  domeftic  concerns 

It  was  the  deftiny  of  France,  that  in  this  dreadful 
cataflrophe  every  thing  fhould  concur  to  its  difafter. 
M.  de  Kerfaint,  who  was  till  then  thought  to  be  a  good' 
officer,  tacked  about  with  the  cThefee>  of  74  guns,  which 
he  commanded.  He  forgot  to  order  the  port-holes  of 
his  upper  tier  to  be  fhut.  He  was  told  of  this  miftake 
in  time,  but  being  afhamed  that  a  pilot  fhould  teach 
him  his  duty,  he  perfiifed  in  leaving  them  open  ;  and 
when  the  veflel  engaged,  he  was  fwallowed  up,  with 
800  men  of  his  crew  ;  twenty  of  them  only  were  faved, 
by  the  humanity  of  the  enemy,  who  gave  information 
of  this  fault,  which  a  common  failor,  upon  his  fecond. 
expedition,  would  not  have  committed,  and  which  he 
thought  to  have  buried  in  oblivion  along  with  himfeir.. 
The  Superbe  fhared  the  fame  fate,  but  in  a  more  ho¬ 
nourable  v/ay,  by  a  broadfide  from  the  enemy.  Thfe 
JuJle,  having  loft  M.  de  St.  Allouarn,  her  Captain, 
who  was  killed  in  the  adtion,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
was  entirely  deftroycd,  crew  and  all,  by  the  ignorance 
of  the  coafting  pilot.  In  a  word,  the  flight  of  the 
Commander  occafioned  the  Jobs  of  fix  fliips  of  the  line 
in  his  fleet  f  ;  that  is  to  fay,  coft  him  more  than  the 

mo  ft 

*  It  is  pretended  that  he  caufed  the  lace  to  be  taken  off  his 
liveries,  and  lent  his  people  away  with  their  oft-reckoning,  in 
order  that  their  wages,  paid  hitherto  by  the  King,  might  not  fall 
^  upon  him. 

4  Le  Soleil  Royal ,  80  guns,  burnt  by  M.  de  Conflans’s  orders  ; 
1'  Intrepide ,  of  So,  taken  ;  le  Her  os ,  of  74,  burnt ;  le  Thefee , 
of  74,  funk  ;  le  Superbe ,  of  74,  funk  and  le  JuJle-,  of  70,.  iplit 
upon  a  rock  and  loft. 
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;!:ofr  obflinate  naval  combat  would  have  done.  This 
engagement  was  called  the  battle  of  Conflans  from 
tr.e  name  of  the  cowardly  Mai fltal  ;  undoubtedly  that 
die  memory  of  it  fliould  not  be  loft,  and  that  he 
1  h°.uld  ,or  ever  held  out  to  the  execration  of  pof- 
;enty.  It  proved  the  ruin  of  the  navy  under  Lewis 
E,  '  as  f'e  battie  of  la  Hogue  had  been  under  Lewis 
-  dv  .  which  was  weakened  by  nearly  half  its  force  in 
lour  years  time,  (rom  the  lofs  of  twenty-feven  drips  0f 
'•tie  one  deftroyed,  burnt,  or  carried  into  England  f 
it  way  mipoffible  that  diip-building  drould  be  carried 
on  with  fufficient  difpatch  to  fill  up  this  deficiency. 

1  ltie  conlti^ udhons  were  themfelves  neceflarily  flack- 
onecl  from  the  want  of  materials  ;  for,  as  they  could 
only  be  brought  upon  trading  vefTels,  and  as  commerce 
was  unprotected,  it  fell  in  proportion.  Even  the  neu- 
tial  bottoms  did  not  dare  to  bring  the  materials  necef* 
iai7  for  this  purpofe,  on  account  of  the  rifks  they  ran 
which  exceeded  their  profits.  The  French  were  there¬ 
fore  obliged  to  give  up  the  fitting  out  of  any  more  aima- 
rnents  ;  they  confined  themfelves  to  thofe  that  were 
chential  for  the  victualling  and  fupport  of  their  colo¬ 
nies,  the  number  of  which  decreafing  hkev/ife,  the  fleets 
became  lefs  necefiary.  The  Engliih  remained  abfolute 
mafleis  of  the  fea  in  Europe.  It  was  henceforward 
foi bidden  to  the  veflels  or  1  oulon  to  go  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  the  fhattered  remains 
of  iVL  de  la  Clue’s  fquadron  did  not  come  in  from  the 
other  ports,  into  that  of  Toulon,  till  at  the  end  of  fix 
months.  This  was  the  third  time  that  this  Commo¬ 
dore  returned.  As  to  the  fhips  in  the  river  Vilaine, 
t  hey  were  blocked  up  there  ;  one  was  loft,  the  others 
rotted  :  and  this  divifion,  the  crews  and  fupport  of 
which  coft  enormous  lums,  was  obliged  to  be  laid  up 
till  fome  favourable  opportunity  of  turning  it  to  advan¬ 
tage.  The  Gentlemen  of  the  Royal  Navy,  who  had 
found  means  to  get  into  this  river,  decided,  in  feveral 

councils 

f  Le  Lys,  VAlciJe,  P  Efpe ranee y  P  drc-en-ciel,  le  Raifonnable, 
h  Bteinqueux ,  le  Foudroyant ,  P  Orphee  ;  to  thefe  eight,  add  the 
five  at  Louifbourg,  the  fix  of  the  action  off  Lagop,  the  fix  of 
the  engagement  o;  Conf anr ,  the  Opimdtre ,  and  the  Greenwich. 
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councils  of  war,  that  it  was  impofUble  to  get  out  of  it; 
and  the  care  of  thefe  iliips  was  given  up  to  fome  offi¬ 
cers  or  the  India  Company,  who  undertook  to  fave 

them.  ^ 

If,  indeed,  the  Englifh  ruled  over  the  ocean,  by  the 
lupenority  of  their  forces,  they  iliewed  themfelves  wor¬ 
thy  of  that  empire,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  mat¬ 
tered  the  waves.  The  rigour  of  the  feafon,  the  incon- 
ftancy  and  tempdluoufnefs  of  the  element,  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  infulting  our  coafts  during  the  whole 
v/mter.  They  anchored  in  the  road  of  the  ifland  of 
Aix,  to  fee  if  there. were  not  any  attack  to 
be  made  againft  the  civifion  that  had  taken  29 
refuge  there  ;  but  the  fhips,  to  the  number  of  eight, 
uad  got  up  the  river.  I  he  alarm  railed  was  equally 
great ;  and  upon  this  occafion,  again,  if  they  had  been 
more  enterprising,  they  wouid  have. fucceeded  in  their 
attempt,  from  the  confternation  that  prevailed,  and  the 
little  poffibility  there  was  of  oppofing  them.  They 
bombarded  the  town  of  Croiffic,  and  in  viev/  of  it,  and 
under  the  cannon  of  the  batteries,  endeavoured  to  fiflt 
up  the  magnificent  artillery  of  the  Soleil  Royal,  which 
they  claimed,  as  a  trophy  annexed  to  their  vidory. 
They  landed  fucceffively  at  the  little  ifland  of  Dieu* 
m  the  ifland  of  Met,  which  they  feized  upon,  and  at 
Bell ei lie,  from  whence  being  at  firft  repulfed,  they  fuc¬ 
ceeded  on  a  fecond  attempt.  We  were  obliged  to  bear 
T1  thefe  humiliations,  for  want  of  a  navy  °to  prev-rt 
them.  r 

An  unfuccefsful  war  commonly  occafions  feveral  re¬ 
volutions  in  Courts.  The  fubjeds  are  conflantly  in 
nopes  of  improving  their  fituation  by  the  change  of 
Mimftry  •  and  the  Sovereign  is  always  ready  to  impute 
faBe  measures,  often  adopted  in  Council,  to  the 
difgraced  Minifters.  During  the  unfortunate  period, 
the  dilafters  of  which  we  are  defcribing,  there  were  fe¬ 
veral  change's  of  this  kind  at  Verfailles.  The  full 
however,  cannot  be  attributed  either  to  the  difeontent 
of  the  nation,  or  to  that  of  the  Monarch,  but  was  the 
effed  ot  the  revenge  of  a  woman,  jealous,  and  defpif- 
ed.  We  have  feen  in  what  manner  Madame  de  Pom- 
padour  had  rapidly  raifed  the  Abbe  de  Bernis,  from  a" 
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ftate  of  mediocrity  to  the  height  of  honours  j  he  had 
aecn  created  Cardinal  a  long  time  fince  ; — Hie  thought 
that  a  degree  ot  favour  fo  marked,  and  fo  long  conti- 
mied,  delerved  unlimited  returns  of  gratitude  ; — fhe 
imagined,  that  though  her  charms  had  no  longer  any 
efteft  upon  the  Monarch,  yet  they  dill  ought  to  preferve 
the  lame  empire  over  his  Eminence  fhe. perceived 
the  contrary,  and  was  exafperated  ;  but  before  Hie  dif- 
graced  the  Cardinal,  in  the  Jad  converfation  die  had 
wn  i  him,  die  made  him  acquainted  with  the  height  of 
tier  affedbon  for  him,  and  exerted  her  lad  efforts  to  fe^ 
cuie  his  fidelity  ;  but  found  him  dill  cool  and  inflex- 

J  e’T~Una^le  ^ien  an7  longer  to  keep  her  rage  within 
bounds,  die  broke  out  into  violent  reproaches,  and  de¬ 
clared  to  him,  that  die  would  loon  make  him  re-enter 
into  that  date  of  obfcurity,  from  whence  die  had  rai fed 

•Vn  ^a7  before  his  difgrace,  he  adided,  not¬ 
withstanding,  at  the  King's  dipper.  Lewis  XV.  adiam- 
ed  of  the  order  he  had  juft  dgned,  but  fuhdued  by  the 
u  imperious  midrefs,  looked  at  him  from  time 

to  time,  but  turned  his  eyes  away  as  foon  as  he  met 
thofe  of  the  Cardinal ;  fo  humiliating  are  the  looks  of 
innocence  to  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  an  unjuft  adion. 
i  he  Courtiers,  ever  attentive  to  the  lead  indications  of 
a  difgrace,  were  too  well  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  their  mader,  not  to  forefee  what  was  going  to  hap¬ 
pen.  .  1  he  rumour  of  it  was  fpread  about  that  very 

evening,  and  accordingly  the  next  day  M.  de  Bernis 
was  banidied  to  his  abbey  of  Saint  Medard.  Having 
only  remained  dxteen  months  at  the  head  of  the  de¬ 
partment  for  foreign  affairs,  he  had  had  no  opportunity 
to  didinguidi  himfelf  in  it  «  and  the  only  memorable 
epocha  during  his  negotiations,  was  the  treaty  of  Ver- 
fn.il les,  fo  fatal  at  that  time,  but  the  fruits  of  which 
were  to  be  reaped  at  a  later  period. 

The  difgraced  Cardinal  had  leifure,  during  his  re¬ 
tirement,  to  make  refledions  upon  the  indability  of  fa¬ 
vour,  and  the  perfidy  of  the  Court.  He  grew  fenfible 
of  the  infignificancy  of  greatnefs,  and  of  the  almod 
condantly  dnider  end  of  men  in  an  inferior  fphere,  too 
precipitately  raifed  to  honours.  He  turned  his  thoughts 
towards  the  church,  the  dignities  of  which  are  more 

folid  ; 
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fbiid;  was  ordained  prieft,  and  prepared  hinifelf  1  or 
a  prelacy.  He  could  not  however  obtain  one  ’till', 
after  the  death  of  the  favourite.  He  was  then  ap¬ 
pointed  Archbifhop  ot  Alby,  where  he  gave  himielr 
up  entirely  to  the  functions  oi  his  holy  miniftry,^  till, 
forgetting  his  philofophy,  and  his  religious  principles, 
he  once  more  plunged  into  the  buflie  ot  affairs  ;  but 
cautioufly,  at  a  diftance  from  the  Court,  in  a  piace,  and 
in  a  fpecies  of  negotiations  luitable  to  his  rank,  con- 
ftantly  refuting  a  more  brilliant  poll,  from  apprehenfiou 
of  a  fecond  dif grace. 

Cardinal  de  Bernis  was  fucceeded  in  the  t  j\tocu^ 
Council,  and  in  his  department,  by  the  Count 
de  Stainville,  created  at  the  lame  time  Duke 
of  Choifeul.  This  man,  born,  like  his  predcceffor, 
with  a  very  moderate  fhare  ot  fortune,  had  been  early 
actuated  by  a  principle  of  ambition  infinitely  more  ac¬ 
tive.  Impelled  with  the  noble  defire  ot  adding  irefh 
glory  to  a  name  already  illuftrious,  he  had  entered  at 
firft  into  the  military  profeffion  ;  but  his  genius  being 
lels  inclined  to  arms  than  to  politics,  he  foon  ftudied  the 
art  of  negotiations.  Sent  at  fir  ft  AmbafFador  to  Rome, 
that  Court  had  fupplied  him  the  means  of  improving 
his  natural  talent  for  intrigue  ;  and  being  afterwards 
appointed  Minifter  at  Vienna,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  to 
which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  allied,  thought  to 
find  in  him  a  zealous  fervant  at  the  Court  of  France, 
and  formed  a  powerful  party  in  his  favour. 

Thus  he  laid  the  foundations  of  his  elevation.  Still, 
however,  he  might  not  have  fucceeded,  had  he  not, 
contrary  to  the  franknefs  and  natural  magnanimity  of 
his  difpofition,  condefcended  to  a  perfidy,  which  he  no 
doubt  hoped  to  bury  in  that  obfcurity  in  which  it  had 
been  planned.  A  Lady  of  the  Court,  one  of  his  rela¬ 
tions,  began  to  pleafe  the  King;  the  connection  increaf- 
ed,  and  die  already  received  letters  from  his  Majefty, 
and  made  affignations  with  him.  A  Courtier,  lefs  art¬ 
ful  than  the  Duke  of  Choifeul,  would  have  confidered 
this  event  as  the  mod  fortunate  opportunity  of  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  of  obtaining  his  end.  He  would  not 
have  failed  to  encourage  the  paffion  of  the  auguft  lo¬ 
ver,  and  attempt  to  fupplant  the  eftabliflied  favourite, 
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by  this  new  objcft,  who  Teemed  to  have  more  ready 
and  more  irrefiftib  e  means  of  triumphing.  The  Duke 
ce  Cnoifeul  thought  otherwile  ;  he  adopted  the  fureft 
me  Mod,  and  chofe  rather  to  facrifice  his  relation,  whofe 
fway  might  not  be  lafting,  to  Madame  de  Pompadour, 
whole  power  encreafed,  and  acquired  greater  confiften- 
cy  by  time  he  was  the  confidant  of  his  relation, 
w  ho  con fu I  tec  him^  upon  her  behaviour.  One  day 
when  Lewis  XV.  whole^  love  was  carried  to  the  hHh- 
.  had,  jv  a  preliing  note,  demanded  a  declfive 

interview,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  affifted  this  lady 
in  writing  heranfwer,  pretended  as  if  he  wilLed  to  re- 
flea  upon  the  anfwer  to  be  given  to  this,  took  it  away 
With  him,  and,  being  in  pofleilion  oi  it,  went  to  the 
March tonefs  :  “  Madam,"  laid  he  to  her,  “  you  imagine 
tn.et  lam  one  oi  your  enemies^  you  do  me  the  injuf- 
tice  to  be-ieve,  tnat  i  am  employed  with  them  in  form¬ 
ing  fecret  confpiracies  to  deprive  you  of  the  King’s  fa- 
vour.  Look  over  this  note,  and  judge  for  yourfelf.” 

Viewed  her,  at  the  fame  time,  the  "tender  and  paf- 
flonate  note  of  his  Majefty,  told  her  how  he  came  in 
pofleflion  oi  it,  and  reprefented  to  her  the  rifques  to 
which  he  expofed  himielf  for  her  fervice,  declaring  at 
the  fame  time,  that  he  preferred  the  good  of  the  State, 
and  tne  happmefs  or  lus  VI after,  to  his  own  yreatnels  ; 
and  that  he  thought  her  more  proper  than  any  other 
perfon  to  fulfil  thefe  two  important  obje&s.  Madame 
de  Pompadour  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Lewis  XV.  not  to  be  fure  of  bringing  him 
back  to  herfelf  whenever  flie  received  timely  notice. 
When  fhe.  was  informed  of  this  intrigue,  fire  foon  put 
an  end  to  it,  and  threw  upon  her  rival  all  the  odiunrof 
this  difcovery,  and  the  pumiTmient  which  the  perfidious 
confidant  would  have  deferved.  From  that  time,  lie 
became  the  creature,  and  acquired  the  confidence  of 
the  favourite.  He  was  young,  ardent,  and  intrepid  • 
he  repaired' the  faults  of  Cardinal  de  Bernis,  fealed  his 
reconciliation  with  the  Marchionefs  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  make  her  believe  that  her  charms  had  loft  nothing; 
ci  their  former  influence,  and  thus  paved  the  way  for 
h-iidelf  to  arrive  to  the  fupreme  power,  which  he  in— 
fceiited  ui ter  her  ceath.  At  this  inftant  he  found  in 

the 


the  Council  a  formidable  opponent,  who,  forefeeing 
the  part  his  competitor  was  going  to  aft,  would  not  at 
leaf!  futfer  him  to  rule  in  his  prefence,  and  contradicted 
him,  as  much  from  motives  of  jealoufy,  as  from  diffe¬ 
rence  of  opinion,  and  natural  antipathy. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Marine  department 
was  then  moft  expofed  to  the  criticifms  of  /peculators, 
and  the  abufe  of  the„Parifians  j  they  had  detelled  him 
as  Lieutenant  of  Police,  and  defpifed  him  as  Minifter. 
His  office  law  with  concern  at  its  head  an  obfcure  citi¬ 
zen— -who  had  not  even  obtained  that  place  by  his 
eminent  merit— who  would  not  let  himfelf  be  govern¬ 
ed— and  from  whom  there  was  neither  favour  nor  ad¬ 
vancement  to  be  expeded.  In  a  word,  the  Duke  de 
Cho  ifeul,  defirous  of  fixing  himlelf  more  firmly,  of 
making  creatures  of  his  own,  and  of  acquiring  a  degree 
of  renown  which  his  department  could  not  procure 
him,  would  have  been  pleated  at  the  expulfion  of  this 
member  Irom  the  body  of  Secretaries  of  State,  whom 
his  brethren  were  afhamed  of,  and  whole  fpoils  he  al¬ 
ready  confumed  in  imagination.  The  blow  was  given  , 
his  protedrefs  confented  to  forfake  him  ;  when  an  in¬ 
cident,  contrived  on  purpofe  to  accelerate  his  difgrace, 
put  a  flop  to  it.  M.  de  Berryer  law,  with  well-founded 
regret,  the  fbips  limit  up  in  the  river  Vilaine,  a  Jailing 
monument  of  the  cowardice  of  the  navy.  Every  day 
he  had  frefh  demands,  from  indifcreet  officers,  who  pre¬ 
tended  that  this  fugitive  fquadron  ought  to  be  kept  ud 
with  as  much  eclat  as  a  fquadron  equipped  and  ready 
to  fail  for  the  protedion  and  honour  of  the  flag.  In 
an  inilant  of  ill-humour,  to  which  this  Minifter  was  ve- 
ry  fubjed,  he  paid  little  attention  to  his  expreflions, 
and  anlwered  them  harfhly.  The  cificers,  whofe  pride 
was  not  abated  by  humiliations,  aflembled  in  a  body, 
and  fent  him  an  anfwer  in  an  infolent  letter,  in  which, 
thinking  to  juflify  themfelves  by  dint  of  bravadoes, 
they  had  the  boldnels  to  extol  their  manoeuvre,  and  de¬ 
manded  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial.  The  whole 
body  of  the  navy  at  the  fame  time  tided  with  them, 
and  as  they  belonged  to  the  moil  illuftrious  Houfes  at 
Court,  the  circumflance  excited  a  clamour,  and  a  fer¬ 
ment  which  was  thought  dangerous.  The  other  Se¬ 
cretaries 
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cretaries  of  State,  not  choofing  that  their  dignity 
iliould  thus  be  called  in  queftion,  in  the  perfon  of  one 
ot  their  brethren,  united  them-felves  in  his  favour,  and 
iolicited  that  he  might  preferve  his  poll.  There  was 
no  court-martial ;  but  all  thole  Captains  were  removed' 
from  their  command,  and  their  fhips  were  difarmed. 
M.  Villars  de  la  Brolfe,  the  oldeft  officer,  the  author  of 
the  letter,  and  the  mod  haughty  man  among  them,  was-, 
ordered  to  go  to  the  Cattle  of  Saumur. 

Befides,  as  it  had  been  fettled  in  Council,  that  the 
navy  fhould  be  confined  to  armaments  ol  meer  necef- 
fity,  and.  fhould  otherwife  be  kept  in  the  mod  complete 
fcate  of  inadtion,  the  only  perton  necettary  for  this  de¬ 
partment,  was  a  fevere,  exadt,  buttling  and  (economi¬ 
cal  Minifter,  who  would  not  fpend  much  money,  would 
reform  a  great  many  abufes,  and  efpecialiy,  who  would 
eftablifii  order  in  the  naval  accounts.  This  was  the 
real  talent  of  M.  de  Berryer ;  his  poll  became  thus  very 
fuitable  to  him,  and  he  excited  no  man’s  jealoufy.  The 
Duke  de  Choifeul  was  perfectly  fenfible,  that  the  na¬ 
val  department  was  not  proper  for  him  at  that  time. 

It  was  principally  upon  the  pott  of  Comptroller  Ge¬ 
neral  that  the  ftorrns  broke,  and  fucceeded  each  other 
with  rapidity.  This  office  had  received  three  different 
matters,  alternately  fucceeding  each  other,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  fame  year.  M.  Boulogne  having  only  trivial  and  un¬ 
availing  resources,  a  man  of  genius  was  wittied  for,  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuggefting  others.  M.  de  Silhouette,  whofe 
reputation  was  previoufly  announced  among  a  certain 
let  of  people,  was  thought  to  be  the  perfon.  Born,  as 
it  was  faid,  with  a  fpirit  of  obfervation,  he  had  from  his 
earlieft  youth  been  ufed  to  application  ;  he  had  nearly 
patted  through  all  public  employments  ;  had  travelled, 
had  written  upon  morality,  philofophy,  finances,  and 
adminittration  ;  he  was  a  Councellor  in  the  Parliament 
of  Metz,  and  Matter  of  Re qu efta  ;  he  belonged  to  fe- 
veral  corps ;  he  had  a  great  deal  of  credit  and  folidity, 
and  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  firft  Prince  of  the  blood : 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  Chancellor  to  the  Duke 
d’Orleans,  he  was  Committary  to  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany  ;  and  the  talents  which  he  aifplayed  in  thefe  two 
places,  analogous  to  the  one  he  was  raifed  to,  gave 

the 
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the  higheft  idea  of  his  abilities.  The  enthufiafm  was 
general  when  he  was  appointed.  He  began  by  ope- 
rations  which  announced  invention,  equity,  Arid!  ho- 
nefty,  and  a  fincere  defire  to  repair  the  mifchiefs,  to 
put  a  flop  to  the  depredations,  and  to  prevent  the 
King’s  revenues  from  being  converted  to  the  picfit 
and  cupidity  ot  the  Great. 

After  having  reformed  fome  abufes  introduced  in 
the  farms,  he  created  feventy  thoufand  fhares,  each  of 
one  thoufand  livres  *,  fettled  upon  thefe  farms,  to 
which  he  gave  up  half  the  profits  that  were  enjoyed  by 
the  Soix antes. 

This  operation  of  finance,  which  produced  in  four- 
and-twenty  hours  feventy-millions  f ,  was  much  ap¬ 
plauded,  inafmuch  as  it  did  not  burthen  the  State,  and 
aflfe&ed  only  the  Farmers  of  the  revenue,  enriched  at 
its  expence.  It  conciliated  the  minds  ot  the  people 
more  to  him,  as  it  feemed  dilinterefted  and  generous 
on  his  part,  fince  he  was  attached  to  this  body  of 
men  by  the  ties  of  blood,  and  of  the  ftri&eft  friend- 
ill  ip 

His  declaration,  which  fufpended  feveral  privileges 
concerning  the  taxes,  drew  upon  him  the  bleflings  of 
the  country  people,  and  made  them  confider  him  as 
their  father.  In  a  word,  his  declaration,  which  tended 
to  the  reducing  of  penfions,  the  multiplicity  of  which 
was  become  an  enormous  burthen  to  the  kingdom,  by 
alienating  from  him  the  minds  of  the  Courtiers,  and 
of  the  moil  illuftrious  perfons,  proved,  that  he  was  not 
afraid  of  making  himfelf  enemies  ;  and  that  in  doing 
his  duty,  and  for  the  public  good,  he  bade  defiance  to 
cabals,  to  power,  and  to  influence.  The  applaufe 
then  became  univerfal,  and  even  thofe  who  inwardly 
curfed  him,  were  obliged  to  join  in  it.  Ail  the  public 
papers  refounded  with  his  praifes,  and  the  Court,  de¬ 
lighted  to  find,  in  thefe  critical  circumflances,  a  Comp¬ 
troller  General  agreeable  to  the  nation,  put  an  unli¬ 
mited  confidence  in  him.  Fie  enjoyed  the  Angular  ho¬ 
nour 


*  Upwards  of  forty  pounds  fterling. 

•f  Three  millions  fterling. 

X  M.  de  Lage,  his  relation,  his  heiq  and  refiduary  legatee^ 
was  one  of  the  Farmers  General. 
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nour  of  being  called  to  the  Council  of  State  four 
months  alter  his  appointment,  and  became  there  the 
oracle  with  refpedt  to  his  department.  Marilial  Bel- 
leihe,  who  was  the  caufe  of  his  elevation,  fupported 
him  with  all  his  influence,  fo  that  whatever  he  pro¬ 
posed  was  accepted.  Then  it  was  that  his  elevation 
only  ferved  to  make  his  insignificancy  more  percepti¬ 
ble.  Inltead  of  the  brilliant  proiedts  that  were  ex- 
peaed  from  him,  for  the  relief  and  profperity  of  France 
he  only  produced  tyrannical  and  ill-contrived  operati¬ 
ons,  calculated  to  make  the  kingdom  lofe  its  credit 
abroad,  and  to  ruin  it  at  home. 

22  Sept  A  Beci  Juftice  holden  at  Verfailles  for 
the  regiftering  of  his  famous  edia  of  fubfidy 
---a  ceremony  always  odious,  and  an  outrage  com- 
mitted  againfl:  the  lav/s  and  the  nation — began  to  fpread 
the  alarm  ;  this  v/as  increafed  upon  the  perufal  of  this 
internal  work,  in  which  was  difcovered  an  affemblage 
Oi  taxes  of  all  forts,  fuch  as  had  never  been  borne,  in 
tne  in  oft  difaftrous  times.  The  Courts  of  Juftice  pro- 
tefted  againfl  the  form,  and  againfl:  the  matter  fo 
tout  the  edidt  was  not  at  nrft  carried  into  execution  ; 
and  the  public  credit  having  received  an  alarming 
iliock  from  it,  it  became  impoflible  to  procure,  in  the 
uflual  mannei,  the  funds  required  m  tiiefe  exigencies. 
Not  one  financier  would  accept  of  anticipated  align¬ 
ments  upon  uncertain  incomes.  Af.  de  Silhouette  at 
iaft  reforted  to  the  extreme  and  unheard-of  refource  of 
ranfacking  all  the  public  coffers,  of  carrying  off  all  the 

2i  061,  mone7  fr°m  them,  and  of  iufpending  for  a 
~  twelve-month  the  payment  of  the  bills  of  the 

farms,  and  the  draughts  upon  them,  and  the  reim- 
burfement  of  the  capitals  which  were  to  have  been 
made  from  the  Royal  treafure,  and  from  the  finking 

2i  Q6t,  *u.nc*'  ^le  iame  ^me  he  exhorted  all  the 
King’s  iubjedfs  to  carry  their  plate  to  the 
Mint,  to  be  converted  into  fpecie,  to  be  applied  for 
the  good  of  the  State,  and  induced  his  Majefty  to  fet 
the  example,  by  fending  his  own  there.  This  was 
joining  a  ridiculous  puerility  to  an  atrocious  aft  of  def- 
potilm. .  His  firft  operation  annihilated  confidence,  by 
weakening  the  fupport  of  it  j  and  at  a  time  too,  when 

his 
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his  fecond  a£t  publicly  expofed  our  indigence,  which 
policy  fhould  have  made  us  conceal  from  foreigners. 
The  public  clamour  was  foon  railed  again!!  him  ;  the 
variation  and  inconfiftency  of  his  principles  was  de¬ 
tected  ;  or  rather  it  was  clearly  feen  that  he  had  no 
plans  nor  views  of  his  own  ;  that  he  was  only  endea¬ 
vouring  to  extricate  himfelf  from  the  embarraffment  of 
the  moment,  by  plunging  again  into  another  of  a  more 
intricate  nature.  Thus  he  became  the  execration  of 
that  people,  who  had  at  firft  idolized  him.  His  name 
was  even  branded  with  infamy,  by  comparing  him  to 
Cartouche ,  Raffiat,  and  Mandrin  Some  people  did 
not  take  things  in  fo  ferious  a  light,  and  jelled  about 
them.  Pid  ures  a  la  Silhouette ,  and  breeches  d  la  SiU 
houette  were  made;  the  outlines  of  the  former  being 
traced  in  the  fhade,  and  the  want  of  pockets  in  the 
latter,  were  the  flings  of  thcfe  witticiims  ;  which 
fliewed  to  what  a  ftate  the  Comptroller  Genera!  had 
reduced  individuals  and  their  purfes.  It  wras  impollible 
to  preierve  at  the  head  of  the  finances  a  man  in  fuch 
difcredit  ;  and  the  circurnflance  that  completed,  the 
indignation  cf  the  capital,  was,  not  the  philofophy, 
but  the  impudence  with  which  he  bore  his  difgrace. 
Before  his  elevation,  m oddly  had  been  reckoned 
among  his  apparent  good  qualities  :  he  loft  it  at  a 
time  when  it  was  mcfl  neceffary  to  him.  He  affeCted 
an  arrogance  and  an  oftentation  already  incredible  for 
a  man  ot  his  fort,  but  much  more  lo  in  the  flate  of 
humiliation  he  ought  to  have  appeared  in.  In  fie  ad  of 
retiring  into  the  country,  to  bury  his  fhame  there,  he 
hired  a  confiderable  hotel  in  the  moll  brilliant  part  of 
the  town  ;  magnificent  equipages,  rich  liveries,  and  a 
great  number  of  fervants,  announced  at  his  houfe  a 
degree  of  opulence  injurious  to  other  people.  It  feem* 
ed  as  if  he  had  raifed  himfelf  upon  the  ruins  of  many 
of  his  fellow-citizens  ;  he  was  ferved  in  plate,  at  a 
time  wnen  the  greatef!  noblemen  had  only  earthen¬ 
ware  or  china. 

In  imitation  of  the  Monarch,  all  men  did  in  reality 
carry  their  plate  to  the  mint  ;  the  religious  communi¬ 
ties  did  not  even  dare  to  refufe  theirs.  The  Clergy  of 
Notre  Dame  having  fent  a  deputation  to  his  Majefly,  to 

inquire 
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inquire  how  much  of  their  plate  they  ftiould  fend,  the 
King  replied  ^//,  except  the  f acred  <vafes.  In  order 
moie  efredlualJy  to  excite  the  emulation  of  thofe  who 
were  known  to  have  plate,  it  was  refolved  that  a  lift 
ihoM  be>  printed  of  thofe  zealous  citizens,  that  it 
Ihould  he  mferted  in  the  periodical  papers,  and  be  read 
at  Verfailles.  This  gratification  of  a  childi/h  vanity  is 
an  infallible  mode  in  France.  Even  the  courtefans. 
were  defirous  of  figuring  upon  this  patriotic  catalogue 
I  here  were,  however^  fame  prudent  perfons,  who  did 
not  pique  themlelves  upon  it,  and  contented  them- 
elves  with  making  the  plate  difappeai;  from  their  ta¬ 
bles.  Others  only  carried  a  part  of  it.  This  con¬ 
cealment,  added  to  the  expences,  the  frauds,  the 
allures,  and  the  advantageous  encouragement  that  are 
always  given,  in  thefe  fort  of  tranfmutations,  reduced 
the  expeaed  refource  from  i  2.  millions  *,  in  the  whole, 
to  a  tiifling  matter.  The  violation  of  public  depofits, 
and  the  breaking  of  engagements,  by  procuring  for  an 
intrant  fums  in  abundance,  but  which  were  foon  con- 
fumed,  was  attended  with  fatal  confequences. 

Since  the  time  of  Samuel  Bernard,  the  Court  had 
always  had  a  banker  that  is  to  fay,  a  man,  who  by 
his  credit  at  home  and  abroad  furnifbed  them  a  fpeedy 
fupply  of  money,  upon  which  he  profited.  No  well- 
ordered  ftate,  undoubtedly,  would  (land  in  need  of 
fuch  fupports,  or  at  leaft  would  referve  them  for  the 
unfrequent  occafion  of  an  extreme  crifis.  In  France 
this  is  become  an  additional  mode  of  encouraging  the 
depredations  of  the  Mfnifters,  the  rapacity  of  favou¬ 
rites,  the  prodigalities  of  the  women,  and  of  the  So¬ 
vereign  ;  and,  in  a  word,  a  more  immediate  caufe  of 
ruin,  and  deftruGion.  But  this  evil,  which  fhould 
have  been  repaired  in  time  of  peace,  was  become  ne— 
ceffary  in  the  prelent  war,  on  account  or  the  derange¬ 
ment  of  the  finances-. 

M.  de  MootmarteJ,  fucceftbr  to  Samuel  Bernard,  af¬ 
ter  having  filled  the  fame  office  for  the  fpace  of  twenty 
years,  had  prudently  quitted  it.  Although  he  was 
worth  forty  millions  f  when  he  retired,  he  was  not 

odious 


*  Near  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
f  Upwards  of  one  million  and  a  half  Iterling. 
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odious  to  honeft  men,  as  molt  of  Jils  profefTion  are  ;  he 
was,  on  the  contrary,  beloved  by  them,  on  account 
of  the  good  ufe  he  made  of  his  riches,  and  of  the  pe¬ 
cuniary  fervices  he  rendered  to  thole  who  had  recourfe 
to  his  purfe.  Befides,  though  born  in  obfcurity,  he 
was  not  afnamed  of  his  extraction;  he  was  modefh, 
and  tried  by  adverfity  ;  for  being  a  companion  in  the 
dilgrace"  of  Le  Blanc,  Belle-Ifle,  and  Sechelles,  his  per- 
fonal  merit  had  infured  him  a  well-founded  fhare  of 
confideration.  The  King  had  feveral  times  folicited 
him  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  finances  :  but 
he  did  not  choofe  to  be  Comptroller  General ;  he  only 
created  thofe  Minifters ;  and  there  are  ftill  letters  from 
Lewis  XV.  preferved  in  his  family,  in  which  his  Ma- 
jefty  confults  him  upon  the  choice  of  officers  in  this 
department. 

His  place,  on  account  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  had  been  fubdivided  among  feveral  financiers. 
M.  de  la  Borde,  who  had  been  lately  a  pedlar  in  the 
provinces,  railed  fuddenly  to  the  pinnacle  of  fortune-— 
a  creature  of  the  Duke  'de  Choifeul,  to  whom  he  had 
advanced  money,  in  hopes  of  having  it  returned  a  hun¬ 
dred  fold— -was  charged  with  the  payment  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  land  forces.  M.  Beaujon,  who  had 
been  hanged  in  effigy  at  Bourdeaux  for  a  monopoly, 
had  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  Madame  de 
Pon  ipadour,  and,  in  conjunction  with  M.  de  Harvelay, 
Keeper  of  the  Royal  Treafure,  M.  Michael,  Treafurer 
ot  the  Artillery,  and  Goofens,  a  banker,  had  con¬ 
tracted  with  the  King  to  furnifh  three  millions  *  per 
month  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy  ;  five  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  livres  f  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time  for  that  of  the 
fortifications,  and  of  the  body  of  engineers  ;  and  a 
kind  of  douceur  in  advance,  ot  two  millions  §,  to  the 
Royal  Treafury.  To  lulfil  thefe  objeCts,  draughts  had 
been  given  to  this  fociety  upon  the  general  income  of 
the  finances  ;  but  the  fufpenfion  before  mentioned  pre¬ 
venting  thefe  funds  from  coming  in,  they  could  not 
keep  their  engagements,  fo  that  it  became  necefiary  to 

affift 

*  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds. 

*f*  Near  twenty-one  thoufand  pounds. 

§  Upwards  of  eighty-three  thoufand  pounds. 
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a/lift  them  ;  for  wnich  purpofe  Government  granted 
them  a  writ  o i  fuperjedeas.  This  aft  of  juftice  to 
thefe  Gentlemen,  became  a  fource  ofinjuftice ‘to  indivi¬ 
duals  ;  lor  their  creditors,  being  in  their  turn  fruftrated 
ol  the  afliftance  they  expefted,  were  obliged  to  become 
bankrupts  ;  and  it  is  impofhble  to  calculate  the  effects 
of  this  failure,  extending  and  fubdividing  itfelf  ad  infi¬ 
nitum.  The  refult  of  it  was,  a  genera/  lubverfion  in 
trade,  which  completed  its  aeftrudlion. 

Another  evil,  occafioned  by  the  defperate  ftrolte  of 
M.  de  Silhouette,  was  the  prolonging  of  the  war,  of 
which  the  enemies  themfelves  began  to  grow  tired/  In 

Dec.  the  beginning  the  winter,  P°rince  Lewis  of 
Brunfwick,  tutor  to  the  young  StadthoJder,  had 
notified  at  the  Hague,  to  the  Minifters  of  France,  Vi- 
enna,  Ruflia,  Sweden,  and  Poland,  that  he  was  com- 
miflioned  by  the  Kings  of  England  and  Prufha,  to  tell 
them,  that,  being^  moved  with  the  calamities  of  a  war, 
which  had  lifted  feveral  years,  they  fliould  think  them- 
felves  wanting  to  the  duties  of  humanity,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  tender  concern  they  had  for  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjedts,  if  they  neglected  the  means  of  putting  a 
(top  to  lb  dreadful  a  icourge  ;  that  in  this  view,  and 
with  a  defign  of  manifefting  the  purity  of  their  inten¬ 
tions,  they  declared  themfelves  ready  to  fend  Plenipo¬ 
tentiaries  to  any  convenient  place  that  might  be  fixed 
upon,  in  order  to  treat  about  a  folid  and  general  peace. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  repeated  the  fame  declaration  at  London, 
to  the  foreign  Minifters.  But  his  Britannic  Ma  jelly, 
judging  by  the  extravagant  operations  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  General,  that  France  was  in  the  utmoft  dill  refs, 
foon  cooled,  and  thefe  overtures  went  no  farther. 
Perhaps,  indeed,  thefe  offers  were  on  his  fide  only  a 
kind  of  parody  of  the  noble  proceedings  of  Lewis  XV. 
which  had  aftonifhed  all  Europe,  during  the  laft  war. 
George  would  not  fhew  himfelf  lefs  generous,  and 
thought  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  bv  his  declaration, 
probably  lef  s  fine  ire  than  that  of  the  French  Monarch 
had  been.  Accordingly,  his  confidential  Minifter  was 
too  good  a  politician,  not  to  know,  that  the  law  of  the 
ftrongeft,  being  the  only  one  admitted  between  Kings, 
the  Sovereign  who  is  able  to  impofe  it,  ought  always 


-to  do  it  in  fucli  a  manner,  as  not  to  be  obliged  one 
day  to  receive  it.  If  England  had  adhered  to  this 
maxim,  die  would  not  be  reduced  to  the  critical  fitua- 
tion  die  is  in  at  prefent  *.  May  France  not  commit 
the  lame  fault  in  her  turn  ! 

The  year  1760  was  therefore  begun  by  frcfli  r 
actions  and  lodes,  which  continued  and  in-  1  ?  °* 
crealed  during  the  courfe  of  it.  The  death  of  the 
brave  Thurot,  which  drew  along  with  it  the  total  luin 
ol  his  fquadron,  was  the  firft  check  that  France  re¬ 
ceived.  The  plan  of  operations,  which  he  had  given 
in  to  Mardial  Belleide,  and  which  that  Minifter  had 
adopted,  could  only  be  eligible,  inafmuch  as  it  vfas 
connected  with  the  grand  expedition  but  this  having 
faded,  the  other  could  only  become  a  very  trouble- 
fome  and  very  expenfive  icheme,  without  caufing  any 
great  damage  to  the  Englidi.  After  beating  about  in 
the  Northern  leas,  .in  the  mod  rigorous  feafon,  and  ex¬ 
periencing  all  the  horrors  of  fhipwreck  and  famine, 
Thurot,  furmounting  all  thefe  obdacles,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  representations  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
land  forces,  v/ould  not  return  to  France,  without  hav¬ 
ing  done  fomething.  He  fpread  the  alarm  on  the 
coalls  of  the  three  kingdoms  fucceffively,  and  ,  T-  , 
concluded  with  an  attempt  to  land  at  Carrick-  1  ?  "  ^ 
tergus,  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  '  He  fucceeded,  got 
polfeffion  or  the  tov/n,  and  laid  it  under  contribution  ; 
but  the  poverty  and  defertion  of  mod;  of  its  inhabitants 
did  not  permit  him  to  derive  any  confiderable  affift- 
axice  irom  them.  It  would  have  been  more  advan¬ 
tageous  to  go  to  Bel  fad,  a  commercial  town,  at  the 
diftance  of  four  leagues.  Thurot  propofed  it,  and  ft* 
the  General  of  the  land  forces  had  feconded  his  a&i- 
vity,  there  would  have  been  time  enough  to  execute 
this  coup  ds  main  before  the  arrival  of  iuccours.  But 
the  milunderftanding  between  the  Commanders — the 
conferences  hoi  den — together  with  the  flownefs  of  the 
march,  and  of  the  attack  of  the  town  and  caftle  of 
Carrickfergus,  .  rendered  it  impracticable.  They  re- 
jmbarked  hafhily,  and,  a-  few  hours  afterwards  the 

fquadron. 
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fquadron,  reduced  to  three  frigates  * * * §,  met  an  English 
fquadron,  to  appearance  nearly  of  equal  force  f,  but 
in  reality  fuperior  in  the  number  of  guns,  and  men  § 
befides  being  quite  frefli.  After  rather  an  obftinate  en¬ 
gagement,  in  which  Thurot  was  killed,  the  whole  fqua¬ 
dron  was  taken.  Thus  periflied  this  intrepid  mariner, 
who.  would  have  acquired  the  higheft  reputation,  if 
his  life  had  been  prolonged.  It  was  already  eftablifh- 
ed  in  France  and  England;  and  this  lingular  man  d ea¬ 
tery  es  that  we  Ihould  beftow  a  little  time  in  giving  an 
account  of  him. 

Thurot  was  of  Irifh  extraction.  His  grandfather 
was  Captain  in  the  army  of  James  II.  when  that  Mo¬ 
narch  quitted  his  kingdom.  He  fettled  after  that  at 
Boulogne,  tell  into  a  date  of  poverty,  and  left  a  fon, 
father  to  the  one  we  are  now  Ipeaking  of. 

Thurot  went  to  fea  very  young.  Being  a  prifoner 
in  England  at  the  fame  time  as  Marfhal  Belieifle,  he 
made  himfelf  known  to  him,  and  begged  the  favour 
to  be  fuffered  to  return  to  France  with  him,  but  could 
not  obtain  it  ;  he  then  feized  a  boat,  embarked  in  it 
by  himfelf,  and  arrived  at  Calais  at  the  fame  time  as 
he.  The  Marfhal,  aftonifhed  at  the  boldnefs  of  the 
enterprise,  conceived  the  higheft  opinion  of  him,  and 
confidered  him  as  a  man  capable  of  being  ufeful  for 
fome  expedition  in  his  profedion,  which  required  bra¬ 
very  and  enthufiafm.  As  foon  as  it  was  determined 

at 


*  The  Marechal  de  BelletJIe  of  40  gun?,  on  board  of  which 
was  Thurot  ;  the  Blonde  of  32,  and  the  Ferpfycore  of  26.  This 
\  fquadron,  when  it  fir  ft  failed,  confifted  of  three  other  veffels ; 
the  Begon  of  36,  l'  Amaranths  of  18,  and  the  Faucon  of  8. 

'f'  The  Eolus  of  32  guns,  the  Pallas  of  36,  and  the  Brilliant 

of  36. 

§  44  Thefe  frigates,”  fays  M.  de  Bragelonne,  in  his  Journal 
(in  which  he  is  not  favourable  to  Thurot)  44  were  incomparably 
“  ftrongfer  and  better  manned  than  ours  ;  for  though  the  Belleijle 
44  had  44  guns,  her  ftrength  was  not  equal  to  this,  and  the  ftormy 
44  weather  we  had  experienced  at  fea,  had  obliged  us  to  put 
44  fome  of  them  under  the  hatchway,  particularly  our  18  pound- 
44  ers;  and  M.  Thurot  did  not  heave  them  up  again  for  the  ac- 
44  tion,  fo  that  we  had  no  more  than  32  or  34.  It  was  the  fame 
44  thing  in  proportion  with  our  other  frigates.  Befides,  the 
64  Englifh  had  a  great  many  good  Tailors  on  board,  and  we  had 
{J  none,  or  fcarce  any.” 
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at  Verfailles  to  atterrpt  a  defcent,  M.  de  Belleifle 
thought  of  Thurot,  who  having  pafTed  a  part  of  his 
time  during  the  peace  in  the  enemy’s  country,  had  ac¬ 
quired  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  coads  and  fitu- 
ation ;  who,  befides,  had  juft  gained  fall  more  expe¬ 
rience  in  feveral  cruifing  expeditions  with  which  he 
had  been  intruded,  and  from  which  he  had  extricated 
himfelf,  it  not  with  any  conficerable  fhare  of  profit, 
at  lead  with  a  great  deal  of  intrepidity.  Excepting 
the  mathematics,  which  he  had  duelled  regularly  un¬ 
der  an  able  mafter,  he  was  very  ignorant  in  every  thing 
that  did  not  concern  his  p  otcfiion  ;  but  he  had  a  good 
underdanding,  and  a  facility  of  expreffing  himlelf, 
which  was  offervice  to  him,  in  perfuading  thofewhom 
it  was  his  intered  to  bring  into  his  fchemes  :  he  made 
ufe  of  this  with  fuccels  with  the  Minidry.  Perhaps 
the  plan,  which  was  adopted  at  his  indigation,  would 
have  fucceeded  better  with  regard  to  himfelf,  if  there 
had  been  more  harmony  between  the  land  officers  and 
him  :  but  the  mifunderdanding  was  extreme;  and  M. 
de  FJobert,  who  commanded  the  troops,  threatened  to 
put  him  in  arreir,  and  deprive  him  of  his  commiflion. 
1  hurot,  enraged,  wanted  to  kill  him,  and  had  already 
cocked  his  piftol  at  him,  when  the  Brigadier  was  given 
to  underhand  that  he  exceeded  his  powers.  This 
quarrel  was  appeafed,  but  not  without  a  leaven  of  ani- 
moffiy,  which  was  perpetually  fermenting,  occafioned 
continual  piques,  and  turned  to  the  detriment  of  the 
fervice.  1  hurot,  who  had  more  vivacity  than  preci¬ 
sion  in  his  ideas,  had  fhewn  a  want  of  underdanding 
upon  this  occafion.  He  ought  to  have  forefeen  whap 
happened,  and  not  undertaken  an  expedition,  where 
the  mixed  autnonty  might  make  it  mifcarry,  by  pre¬ 
venting  him  from  giving  a  loofe  to  the  rafhnefs  of  his 
courage.  This  radmels  was  founded  upon  the  good 
fortune  ^  which  had  always  attended  him,  and  extri¬ 
cated  him  from  the  mod  prefiing  dangers— upon  his 
contempt  for  death,  which  he  preferred  to  an  ordinary 
life  and  upon  the  immoderate  defile  he  had  to  en¬ 
rich  himfelf,  and  to  become  illudrious  :  never  lofing 
fight  of  his  objedt,  and  obdiriate  in  the  fuccefs  of  his 
operations,  he  fet  all  obdacles  at  defiance.  LTnfortu- 

natelj. 
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naiely  be-ing  lavilh  of  his  own  life,  he  was  too  much 

i0  ot  Vhat  °/  others-  He  to  apologize  for  his 
Jeannera°]f  rdfence.  bJ  a  fipgular  maxim,  deteftable  in 

he  had  nf  i  fug,gefted  to  h!m  bf  tlle  ‘"ward  perfuafion 
he  had  of  his  bravery  and  refources.  He  (aid  that 

a  man  of  genius  and  courage  ought  never  to  ufe  any 

Er ;  that  hs  ,ough.raiwa7s  to  regukie  himfeig 

pon  the  moment,  otherwife,  that  he  would  difplav  a 
Inameiul  millruft  ofhimtelt.  It  is  evident  from  hence 
that  modefty  was  not  his  favourite  virtue;  he  con¬ 
founded  it  with  timidity,  pretending,  that  the  man 
y  10  pofTeffed  it,  could  never  afpire  to  greatnefs.  This 

fiirr^  was  what  he  aimed  at,  and  fie  would  have 
ceeded  if  aeath  had  not  flopped  him,  in  the  prime 

We,  and  at  a  time  when  his  career  was  beginning 
to  grow  brilliant.  6  % 

Ihurot  had  a  quick  conception,  a  great  deal  of 

'  ;  ’a  •"?  an  amiable  charafter  ;  was  infmu- 

ating  with  his  fupenors,  eafy  with  his  equals,  but 

MUf  FIT1*"  ^  ^tempted  to  lead.  He  (hewed 
I.  do  Flobert,  that  he  was  not  afraid  of  him,  and  that 

e  knew  how  to  preferve,  at  the  expence  of  his  life, 
me  command  which  the  King  had  entrufted  him  with.. 
He  was  harfli  with  his  inferiors,  not  fo  much  from  in- 
lenhbihty  ,  as  from  his  zeal  for  the  difcipline  of  the  fer- 
v  ice  ,  tic  i  played  all  his  compaflion  towards  his  ene- 
n.,.s  w  en  prisoners.  !  nis  gained  him  their  hearts 
o  much,  that  they  were  fometimes  more  attached  to 
lim  than  his  own  crew,  who  admired  without  loving 
mm.  1  hey  gave  him  too  ftrong  a  proof  of  this  in  his 

Jaft  a,a‘^n>,m  whlcil  moft  of  the  Gunners  of  his  fri- 
gare,  fdrfook  tneir  polls,  and  hid  themfelves,  without  a 
poffibihty  of  bringing  them  back.  If  we  may  credit 
the  hu.orian,  his  preemption  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
misfortunes  of  the  day.  Trailing  to  the  lightnefs  of 
tae  Belleijle  Tmirot  flattered  himfelf,  at  firft,  that  he 
mould  out  .ail  the  enemy  ;  he  omitted,  at  leaft,  to  em- 
p.oy  the  time  in  preparing  himfelf  for  the  action, 

thougn  preffed  to  it  by  every  body  ;  he  neglefted  every 
Di  ecaution.  a  nr.  pvpn  Air]  nnt  n  _  r  •  • 


alone 
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alone  againft  three,  and  the  Blonde  and  the  Terpfycore 
only  came  up  to  be  taken.  The  defe&ion  of  his  Gun¬ 
ners  rendering  the  artillery  ufeleis,  he  endeavoured  to 
board ;  but,  having  neither  grenades  nor  grappling- 
irons  prepared,  failed  in  the  attempt.  The  frigate 
then  being  in  the  moil  deplorable  hate,  and  the  crew 
defencelels,  expofed  to  the  continual  fire  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  he  was  folicited  to  ftrike  ;  but  was  determined  to 
receive  one  more  broadfide,  that  is  to  fay,  to  give  hiin- 
felf  a  chance  for  the  lad  ftroke  of  good  fortune,  which 
he  expected,  that  of  being  killed  upon  the  fpot,  with¬ 
out  being  expofed  to  the  reproaches  of  the  Miniftry,  or 
to  the  derifion  of  the  enemy  ;  and  fortune  at  lead 
granted  him  this  lad  wiffii. 

Notwithfbanding  his  difader,  Thurot  was  regretted 
by  the  Court ;  they  were  fenhble  of  the  want  they  were 
in  of  fuch  men,  for  the  fafety  and  fupply  of  their  co¬ 
lonies.  Unable,  from  that  time,  to  fupport  them  by 
the  King’s  fquadrons,  they  had  recouife  to  the  adid- 
ance  of  the  merchants  ;  who  placed  fo  little  confidence 
in  his  Majeftys  officers,  that  M.  de  la  Touche  Tre- 
ville,  Captain  of  a  man  of  war,  having  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  company  of  financiers  of  Paris,  to  whom 
the  King  gave  fome  of  his  fhips  upon  very  advantage¬ 
ous  terms,  the  merchants  of  Bourdeaux  refufed  to  be 
concerned  in  them,  under  pretence,  that  the  expedi¬ 
tion  was  to  be  condufted  by  officers  of  the  Royal  navy; 
they  declared,  that  they  had  a  greater  refpea  for  Ca¬ 
non,  Dolabaratz,  and  Cornic,  than  for  de  Ja  Clue, 
Duquefne,  or  Condans. 

.  Jt  was  a  matter  of  importance  fpeedily  to  fend  pro- 
vifions,  money,  troops,  and  ammunition  to  Canada. 
The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  to  make  more  prefling  and 
more  effectual  felicitations,  had  fent  JVI.  IMercier,  Com¬ 
mandant  0j  the  artillery,  to  Ff3.nce,  in  order  to  repre- 
fent  their  fituation,  and  to  declare,  that  he  did  not 
defpair  of  re-eflablidiing  affairs,  and  of  retaking  Que¬ 
bec,  if  he  were  feconded  in  his  plan.  In  hopes  that 
the  Court  would  be  flricken  with  it,  lie  conduced  him¬ 
felf,  in  the  enfuing  campaign,  in  conformity  to  this 
fuppofition,  and  every  thing  was  ready  in  the  month 

of  April  An  army  often  thoufand  men  was  toSd 
Vol.  III.  K 
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from  the  leveral  troops  under  the  command  of  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Levy,  and  began  their  march.  They  arri¬ 
ved  within  five  leagues  of  Quebec,  without  the  enemy 
fufpeCling  it.  They  were  almoft  come  up  with  an 
advanced  detachment  of  1,500  men,  which  thev 
Would  have  furprifed  and  routed,  when  an  accident, 
impoflible  to  be  forefeen  or  prevented,  difconcerted  the 
whole  projeCt. 

The  troops  went  upon  boats,  by  a  way  made 
through  the  ice,  and  landed  every  night.  A  gunner, 
in  jumping  out  of  the  boat,  fell  into  the  water  :  he  laid 
hold  of  a  flake  of  ice,  and  was  carried  with  it  down 
the  ftream.  As  he  pafied  clofe  to  the  fhore  of  the 
city,  he  was  feen  by  a  centinel,  who  called  out  for 
help.  The  Englifli  flew  to  the  afiiflance  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  man,  laid  hold  of  him,  and  found  him  motion- 
lels.  They  knew  him  by  his  uniform  to  be  a  French 
ioldier.  He  was  carried  to  the  Governor’s  houfe, 
where  means  were  employed  to  recall  him  to  life,  as 
much  from  motives  of  curiofity  as  of  humanity.  Sph 
rituous  liquors  were  given  him  :  he  recovered  his 
Ipeech— declared  that  an  army  of  ten  thoufand  men 
were  at  the  gate  of  the  capital — and  expired.  The 
projedted  coup  de  niainy  having  thus  mifcarried,  a  regular 
fiege  was  obliged  to  be  formed.  The  Chevalier  de 
Levy  opened  the  trenches,  and  battered  the  town,  but 
weakly.  It  was  neceflary  to  be  fparing  of  the  ammu¬ 
nition,  till  the  arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  France.  At 
length  a  flag  was  perceived  at  a  diftance  upon 
the  river  ;  no  doubt  was  made  of  its  being  a 
French  flag.  It  proved  to  be  an  Englifh  fquadron  ; 
which  no  looner  arrived,  than  it  detached  a  fhip  of 
60  guns,  and  a  large  frigate,  to  feize  upon  the  little 
French  fleet,  anchored  near  the  camp,  which  ferved 
them  for  a  magazine.  The  Alalante ,  of  30  guns 
only,  protedfed  them,  and  gave  them  time  to  efcape. 
She  fuftained  a  very  unequal  combat,  and  had  the 
glory  of  making  head  againft  an  enemy  much  fuperior 
in  flrength.  She  defended  herfelf  till  at  laft  ihe 
fank  ;  and  more  than  half  the  crew  being  killed,  the 
reft  were  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of  wrar.  We 
may  readily  imagine,  that  the  Captain  of  this  frigate 

was 
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was  n0t  one  of  the  King’s  navy;  he  was  in  the  fervice 
ot  the  liatl  India  Company,  and  his  name  was  M 
r  auquelin. 

This  check  obliged  the  French  to  raife  the  fiege  • 
and  luccours  from  Europe,  confiding  of  fix  /hips  only’ 
having  been  intercepted,  it  was  followed  by  the  lofs  of 
alt  Canada,  which  was  intirely  reduced  in  the 

ru  °ta  feW  months-  The  good-humour  8  Se?‘- 
ot  the  French  made  them  foon  comfort  themfelves  for 

lh‘S.  °[s.;  n  ^as  iald;  ,that  i[  was  an  expence  faved.and 
mat  this  colony,  which  produced  nothing,  had  coll 
more  than  a  hundred  millions  *  fince  the  war.  This 
mode  ot  thinking  was  particularly  adopted  by  M  Ber- 

nefs’nft0  mea‘^ed  obJ5fls  according  to  the  narrow- 
nets  ot  his  own  ideas.  He  was  delighted  to  get  rid  of 

inSth0en\WhlCh-SaVefhim  n0thinS  but  g^at  concern. 

Pon!r  1  P?"1  of  Vlew  he  iuPP0rted  the  lofs  of 

Pondicherry  with  equal  coolnefs. 

the  dePar?ure  °.f  Meflleurs  d’Ache  and  Lally, 

-  ere  weie  none  but  difmal  accounts  received  from 
ofe  countries;  and  it  could  fcarce  be  otherwife  The 

fel7t  °T  'r6  ^uccours>  ^at  had  been  determined  to  be 
Pent  t°  India  fince  .755.  and  which  did  not  fet  out  till 
757  .—a  confiderable  diminution  of  the  troops,  /hips 
and  money,  intended  for  this  expedition,  but  applied  to 
other  purpofes,  on  account  of  the  preffing  exigencies 
of  the  State-the  choice  of  the  Chiefs  fhe  K  nf 
which  would  foon  be  a  perfcnal  mifunderftanding,  and 
a;  erwaras  a  general  difunion  among  the  fubalt^ns-  - 
ail  thefe  circumftances  made  well-informed  people  ore- 

[ZVt  7k  S  a  ?,irade  t00k  P'ace-  P'ra'nce  woufd 
fuBy expend if**  Pan  °f  the  W°rld>  and 
t!leMjn^.Spbelles>  who,  as  Comptroller  General,  had 

the  India  Company  in  his  department,  had,  in  the 

edThVcnn  *r°m  the  begmmnS  ob  tbe  war,  perfuad- 
ed  the  Company  to  continue  their  trade,  with  the 

ftrongeft  alfurances  of  his  Majefty’s  protection  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  Count  Lally,  initiated  in  tL  adminiftration 

K  z 


as 


*  Upwards  of  four  millions  fterltng. 
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as  Syndic,  and  appointed  to  command  the  troops  that 
were  to  be  Tent  there,  held  early  conferences  with  that 
Minifter.  It  was  agreed  to  give  him  three  thoufand 
men,  fix  millions  *,  and  three  men  of  war,  to  which 
fhould  be  added  fuch  flhips  of  the  Eaft  as  could  be 
fitted  out  for  fervice.  The  Hate  of  the  forces  the  Eng- 
lifh  had  in  India,  of  which  an  account  had  been  pro¬ 
cured,  did  not  require  any  greater  force  in  1755.  But 
this  nation,  ever  adtive,  had  not  remained  idle,  like  her 
rival  ;  and  France,  far  from  diminifhing  the  reinforce¬ 
ments,  ought  rather  to  have  augmented  them,  at  the 
diftance  of  two  years  after  the  time  firft  appointed  for 
fending  them.  On  the  contrary,  at  the  moment  of  de¬ 
parture,  two  entire  battalions,  four  millions  f,  and  two 
King’s  Blips,  were  retrenched  ;  that  is  to  fay,  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole.  The  General,  exafperated,  refut¬ 
ed  to  embark  ;  he  was  ordered  not  to  recede,  and  pro- 
mifed,  that  this  deficiency  fhould  be  made  up  to  him 
the  following  year  ;  which  was  by  no  means  the  fame 
thing. 

, ,  j  However  this  may  be,  he  fet  fail  with  M. 
5  March,  wh0,  on  his  part,  had  begun  by  a 

1757*  bad  manoeuvre,  which  retarded  the  expedi¬ 
tion  for  two  months.  Every  month  is  precious  in  a 
naval  expedition.  There  were  ftill  more  delays  and 
other  negligences  during  the  voyage,  fo  that  the  lqua- 
dron  did  not  anchor  at  the  ifland  of  France  till  about 
eight  months  after  its  departure  from  Europe,  though 
the  voyage  may  be  completed  with  a  fquadron  in  four 
months,  and  ought  never  to  take  up  more  than  fix, 
with  all  forts  of  impediments  that  can  be  imagined. 
However  this  may  be,  there  were  frefh  delays  in  this 
colony  ;  M.  d’Ache  wanted  to  wait  there  the  favoura¬ 
ble  monfoon  X  5  when  it  was  decided  to  fet  fail,  in  a 
general  Council,  after  a  declaration  made  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  of  the  Ifland  ot  France,  that  the  colony 

would 


*  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 

'f  Between  one  and  two  hundred  thouiand  pounds. 

x  In  India  the  general  winds,  which  blow  fix  months  from  the 
north,  and  fix  months  from  the  fouth,  are  called  monje^sc 
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would  be  in  want  of  provifions,  and  would  not  be  able 
to  furnifh  any  fubfiftence  to  the  fhips  crews,  nor  to  the 
land  forces,  till  a  more  favourable  feafon  for  the  depar¬ 
ture.  He  therefore  fet  fail,  but  foon  flood  ^fan. 
in  for  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  ;  and,  after  hav-  j  g 
ing  beaten  about  the  fea  for  three  months  n 
more,  he  fell  in  with  the  Englilb  fquadron  29  April. 
lent  from  Europe,  which,  more  diligent  than  2\Mar. 
he,  had  juft  joined  the  ihips  oi  Admiral  Po- 
cock.  It  was  then  perceived,  how  neceftary  it  would 
have  been  to  ufe  greater  difpatch,  fince  fix  weeks  ear¬ 
lier  this  communication  would  have  been  intercepted — - 
the  honour  of  the  flag  would  have  been  maintained 
upon  the  coaft  of  Coromandel — the  enemy  would  have 
been  obliged  to  quit  it — and  we  fhould  have  triumph¬ 
ed  over  them,  during  the  whole  war,  in  the  peninfula 
cf  India.  Two  a&ions,  on  the  contrary,  were  the  re- 
fult,  which  turned  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  French, 
and  forced  M.  d’Ache  fbamefully  to  regain  the  Ifland 
of  France,  to  remain  a  twelvemonth  without  daring 
to  fhew  himfelf  in  thofe  feas,  in  which  he  only  ap¬ 
peared  again  to  be  beaten  a  third  time,  and  to  run 
away  in  lull  fail  fafter  than  he  had  come,  and  by  this 
occafioned  the  lofs  of  Pondicherry,  the  only  bulwark 
we  had  remaining  upon  the  coaft. 

In  the  account  of  the  war  in  1756,  in  which  the 
navy  has  fo  confiderable  a  fhare,  we  fhall  attach  our- 
felves  particularly  to  what  concerns  it.  We  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  fubjedl  of  our  navy  is  the  worft  part  of 
all  our  hiftorians,  even  of  Voltaire,  who  does  not  rea-* 
fon  upon  it  with  any  accuracy.  To  difcufs  this  point, 
it  is  neceftary  to  be  converfant  with  fea  terms,  and  to 
acquire  a  knowledge  of  all  parts  of  the  fervice,  other- 
wife,  the  journals  of  the  Commanders  of  the  feveral 
naval  adlions  will  become,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
confult  them,  a  fource  of  eriors  and  hiftorical  blun¬ 
ders.  We  have  endeavoured  to  take  precautions 
againft  this  inconvenience,  by  making  ourfelves  well 
acquainted  with  the  matter,  from  informations  received 
from  people  of  the  profeftion.  It  is  in  the  fame  view, 
that,  befides  the  accounts  of  different  kinds,  we  have 
colle&ed  of  the  three  engagements- of  M.  d’Ache,  and 
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of  his  condua  in  India,  we  have  alfo  confulted  feveral 
P^Vons  concerned,  and  witnefles  of  thefe  maritime 

In  avoiding,  as  ulual,  long  and  minute  defcriptions 
more  tedious  in  the  accounts  of  thefe  engagements’ 
than  of  thofe  upon  land,  we  /hall  confine  ourfelves  to 
the  reiult,  and  to  the  effential  circumftances.  It  Teems 
to  be  acknowledged,  that  M.  d’Ache  was  fuperior  to 
the  enemy  ■  already  he  had  even  obliged  two  Endifli 
Ingates  to  blow  themfelves  up,  and  had  began  to  im- 
prels  them  with  terror ;  when  he  committed  feveral 

faults, 

*  Comparijon  between  the  two  Fleet r. 


F  R  E 
Ships. 

Le  Zodiaque 
Le  Comte  de  Provence, 
Le  Bien  airne, 

Le  Fengeur , 

Le  Conde, 

Le  Due  d'  Orleans, 
Le  Saint  Louis , 

Le  Floras , 

Le  Due  de  Bourgogne , 


NCH  FLEET. 
Guns.  Captains  M.  M. 

74  M.  d’Ache,  Commodore. 
74  de  la  Chaife. 

58  Bouvet. 

54  Palliere. 

50  Rofbau. 

50  Surville  the  younger. 

50  Joannis. 

50  Eec-de-iievre. 

50  d’Apres  de  Mennivillettr0 


La  Diligence , 
La  Sy  Ip  hide, 


FRIGATE  S. 

-  30  Marion. 

-  —  Marin. 


ENGLISH  FLEET. 


Ships. 
The  Y'armouth , 

The  Elifabeth , 

The  Ci  mberland. 
The  IF ey mouth , 
The  Lyger , 

The  Newcaftle , 
The  Salijbury , 


Guns.  Captains  M.  Mn 

C  Pocock,  Admiral. 

7°  £  Harrifon,  Captain. 

y  Stevens,  Admiral. 

'°  l  Kempenfelt,  Captain. 

66  Brereton. 

60  Michael  Vincent. 
to  Thomas  Latham. 

54  George  Legge. 

50  J.  H.  Somerfet. 


FRIGATES, 


The  Queenjborottgh ,  30 

The  Prole  dor,  -  34 
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faults,  which  occasioned  him  to  lole  his  advantages, 
and  made  him  inferior  to  the  enemy.  By  an  ill-judged 
pique  againSt  Count  Lally,  to  whom  he  refufed  to  pay 
the  honours  due  to  the  General,  inftead  of  eicortmg 
him  to  Pondicherry  with  his  whole  fleet,.  and  by  that 
means  keeping  together,  he  detached  a  Ship  of  the  line 
of  yq  guns,  and  a  frigate,  for  this  purpofe.  It  was  at 
this  moment  that,  having  neglected  to  in-  April \ 

form  himfelf  of  Pocock’s  fituation,  he  was  1758. 
attacked  by  that  Admiral,  who  took  the 
weather-gage  of  him.  The  forces  were  flill  equal  ; 
he  fought  well,  and  was  even  wounded-— The  defec¬ 
tion  of  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  proved  very  ufeful  to  the 
enemy.  That  ihip  was  commanded  by  M.  d  A  pres  de 
Mennivillette,  a  Captain  of  an  India  fliip,  a  man  of 
letters,  and  member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  his  courage  did  not  anfwer  to  his  under- 
ftanding.  '  M.  d’Ache,  in  the  letter  he  wrote  to  the 
Minifter  +,  complains,  that  this  officer  never  kept  his' 
poft,  nor  indeed  ever  was  in  it ;  that,  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  he  got  out  of  the  line  at  the  very  beginning  of  the 
adtion,  and  fought  only  acrofs  the  malts  of  the  other 
fhips,  under  which  he  Sheltered  himfelf.  However 
this  maybe,  having  made  his  fliip  arr'mer ,  winch,  in 
naval  terms,  flgnifies  bearing  away  before  the  wind, 
the  French  General  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  the  pre¬ 
tended  fuccefs  he  boafted  of ;  he  even  iurniflied  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  Englifli  Admiral  to  take  honour  to. 
himfelf  for  having  made  M.  d’Ache  lofe  the  objedt  of 
his  prefent  Station.  This  was,  to  remain  off  Guada- 
loupe  and  Fort  St.  David,  which  were  at  that  time  be¬ 
sieged  by  Count  Lally,  and  to  which  it  was  effential 
that  no  veffel  Should  be  fuSfered  to  approach,  either  ta 
throw  in  fuccours,  or  to  carry  off  the  effects  and  am¬ 
munition,  in  cafe  of  a  furrender.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Englifli  did  not  fulfil  their  projedt,  but  this  was  only 
owing  to  the  obffacles  they  met  with  from  the  ele¬ 
ments.  However,  they  paffed,  in  fight  of  the  Trench 

fleet, 

■f*  Dated  from  the  If! and  of  France,  the  30th  of  O&ober  1758, 
Seethe  Appendix,  No.  XIII.  In  which  is  like  wife,  a  journal  of  the 
two  attions. 
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fleet,  to  windward,  went  to  refit  at  Madrafs,  and  put 
o  fea  again  ten  days  after. 

In  the  mean  time,  M.  d’Ache  kept  himfelf  clofe  at 
ondic.ietry  Being  weaker  by  one  flip  *,  which  was 
■  er  the  aftion,  he  had  refilled  the  folicitations 
mat  were  made  to  him  to  go  out  of  harbour,  under 
pietence  of  inability.  He  contented  himfelf  with  form¬ 
ing  w, ihes  for  the  fuccefs  of  Count  Lally,  at  Fort  Saint 
7/  .  bX  writing  to  him,  the  only  thing  1  think  terri- 

t'lat  <we  cannot  ajjifl  one  another  *f\  Count 
was  obliged  to  go  in  perfon  to  Pondicherry,  and 
ort_e  the  Commodore  to  weigh  anchor,  by  heading 
ne  grenadiers,  and  by  giving  orders  to  arrefi:  him,  if 
he  re fu fed  to  (hew  himfelf  before  Fort  Saint  David,  in 
°r,  ^  ^ePrive  befieged  of  the  hopes  of  receiving 

aD'l  UAA°TrS'  •  v^°^ent  proceeding  is  attefted  to 
us  by  M.  Leyrit,  Governor  of  the  place  for  the  Com- 

pany  J.  We  do  not  know  whether  M.  de  Lally  had 
any  right  to  aft  in  this  manner  ;  he  exerted  it  how- 

d'Pr°P°s>  for  the  fort  capitulated  as  foon  as 
1VJ“  d  Ache  appeared. 

P  havInS  .ta^en  bulwark  oft-he  power  of  the 
ng  lih  upon  this  coaft,  this  would  liave  been  the  time 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  this  firft  advantage,  which  ren- 
dered  the  French  name  refpe&ed  in  India,  extended  the 
Majefly’s  arms,  infpired  the  troops  with  that 
confidence  which  paves  the  way  to  viftory,  and  is  al¬ 
ways  almoft  followed  by  it,  and  to  encourage  the  troops 
to  go  to  Madrafs,  the  fecond  object  which  it  had  been 
recommended  to  the  Commanders  of  the  fea  and  land 
forces,  in  their  inftructions,  not  to  lofe  fight  of.  This 
was  the  opinion  ot  Count  Lally,  who  exerted  himfelf 
to  the  ut mo  11  to  perfuade  M.  d’Ache  to  it,  without 
v/hofe  concurrence  he  could  not  afl  with  advantage. 
Jealoufy  role  fo  high  between  thefe  two  officers,  that 
it  was  impoffible  they  fhould  agree.  The  Commodore 

remembered 

*  Le  Bien  AimJ. 

L  Thefe  are  the  exprejs  words  of  a  letter  from  Count \d’Ache, 
to  Count  Lally,  dated  Pondicherry,  May  the  i  8th,  1758. 

t  ^ee  the  letters  that  the  Sieurs  Duvall,  Leyrit,  and  Lally, 
have  written  to  one  another  in  India,  with  a  comment  by  the 
former. 
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remembered  the  violence  with  which  he  had  been 
threatened  by  the  Count  ;  he  pretended  the  necefhty 
of  going  previoufly  to  meet  the  fuccours  expected  from 
the  Illand  of  France,  to  intercept,  if  pofiible,  thofe  of 
the  Englifli ;  and,  failing  along  the  coaft,  he  turned 
his  back  to  Madrafs  and  Pondicherry.  The  alarm  was 
foon  fpread  in  that  factory,  and  the  Council  difpatched 
a  veffel  to  him,  to  fummon  him  to  return,  not  with  in¬ 
tention  to  attack  the  Englifli,  who  had  recovered 
themfelves,  but  to  preferve  the  town  from  their  in- 
fults.  It  was  again  propofed  to  him  to  fail  up  to  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  which  had  been  in  fearch  of  him  for  two 
months  ;  he  obftinately  perfifted  in  remaining  where 
he  was,  to  avoid,  as  he  faid,  the  expofing  of  the 
King’s  flag.  At  laft,  Pocock  threatened  to  attack  him 
at  anchor  ;  and,  to  avoid  this  difadvantage,  . 
he  was  obliged  to  fail  out.  In  this  adlion,  3  u^3 
wherein  his  adverfary  again  got  the  weather-  ly  5  • 
gage  of  him,  he  experienced  all  forts  of  difafters  and 
misfortunes.  One  of  the  Company’s  (hips  took  fire  : 
others  could  not  make  uie  of  their  upper  batteries,  and 
were  obliged  to  bring  to  ;  the  Zodiaque  loft  its  rudder 
three  times  ;  and  M.  d’Ache  was  in  danger  of  being 
blown  up,  by  the  fire  thrown  into  his  fhip,  by  the  Eng- 
lifii.  He  went  on  board  the  Due  d' Orleans — loft  a* 
great  many  men — was  wounded — and  v/hile,  on  the. 
one  hand,  he  faid  that  he  had  * well  s warmed  the  enemy  ; 
that  the  enemy  would  not  fight  him  any  longer  •  that  they 
did  not  chooje  to  come  within  cannon- /hot  of  him  *,  he 
acknowledged,  on  the  other  hand,  that  his  fleet  was 
difabled  f .  He  was  obliged  to  leave  the  enemy  in 
pofteffion  of  the  fea,  and  to  run  thirty  leagues  to  wind¬ 
ward,  in  order  to  return  to  Pondicherry.  He  did  not 
ftill  think  himfelf  in  fafety  there  ;  he  declared,  that  he 
would  not  anfwer  for  the  event,  fliould  the  Englifli 
come  to  blow  him  up  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  aftift- 
ance  offered  him,  and  the  intreaties  of  Count  Tally, 
and  of  the  Council,  to  engage  him  to  flay  at  leaft  as 

&  5  long 

*  The  terms  of  feveral  of  his  letters,  or  of  thofe  of  M.  de 
Monte uil,  Major  of  the  lquadron. 

f  See  his  letter  of  the  aift  of  Augufl  1758,  to  Count  Lall/o 
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long  as  the  enemy,  he  departed  before  the  proper  fea- 
fon,  and  againft  the  monfoon,  abandoning  the  coaft 
and  the  fea  to  his  rival.  We  leave  our  readers  to  de¬ 
termine  upon  this  expofition  of  fads ;  but,  although  a 
General  be  not  refponfible  for  events,  which  neither 
prudence  nor  courage  can  prevent,  and  in  circumftances 
where  (kill  and  chance  are  fo  intimately  blended,  yet, 
when  a  man  is  always  on  the  loiing  fide,  we  are  much 
inclined  to  condemn  him,  to  think  he  is  deficient  in 
fkili,  or  has  not  fo  great  a  fhare  of  it  as  his  adver- 
fary. 

The  fingular  circumftance  is,  that  the  Count  al- 
ledged  the  lame  motives  for  his  retreat,  as  were  urged 
to  diffuade  him  from  it.  He  faid,  that  his  fleet  would 
be  the  falvation  of  the  French  fettlements  in  India  ; 
and  it  was  reprefented  to  him,  that  under  pretence  of 
being  ufeful  to  them  the  following  year,  he  began  in 
this,  by  abandoning  them  to  an  indefatigable  enemy, 
who  had  kept  the  fea  for  three  years,  in  defiance  of 
winds  and  tempeftiious  feafons  ;  and  who  might  take 
advantage  of  his  abfence  to  undertake  fome  decifive 
ftroke,  which  would  render  the  return  of  his  fleet  the 
next  year  fuperfluous.  Another  fingularity  is,  that  he 
quitted  Pondicherry  contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  the 
Council  there,  in  order  to  go  to  the  Ids  of  France, 
where  the  Council  dreaded  his  return,  and  declared  to 
him,  upon  his  ariival,  that  they  had  not  wherewithal 
to  furnifh  him  with  fubfi (fence. 

M.  d’Ache  was  obliged  to  fend,  at  a  great  expence, 
twelve  fliips,  to  fupply  himfelf  with  provifions  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  No  doubt,  this  expedition 
retarded  his  return  upon  the  coafl  j  but  thefe  provifi¬ 
ons  were  however  collected  early  enough  for  him  to 
have  appeared  there  again  a  long  while  before  Septem¬ 
ber,  after  more  than  a  twelvemonth’s  abfence.  This 
time,  he  himfelf  owned,  that  he  was  fuperior  in  forces ; 
three  of  the  King’s  fhips  *,  and  leveral  others  belong¬ 
ing 


*  Ships, 
The  Minotaur 
L'  Jllufire , 

L'Mify 


Guns.  Captains  M.  M. 

74  de  P  Eguille,  Commodore, 
64  de  Ru  is. 

64  Beauchefne. 
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in g  to  the  Company,  had  joined  him  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  M.  d’Eguille,  another  General  Officer,  young¬ 
er  than  he.  He  would  have  been  well  pleafed,  that 
this  excellent  naval  officer,  who  was  improperly  ap¬ 
pointed  fecond  in  command,  had  relieved  him  from  a 
commiffion  which  was  difpleafing  to  him  ;  and  it  would 
have  been  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Court  had  ordered  it 
fo.  M.  de  l’Eguille  was  adtive,  enterprising, .  and  in¬ 
defatigable,  at  lea  ;  of  an  accommodating  difpoluion 
in  the  fervice  ;  and,  far  from  railing  obftacles,  as  Ins 
predeceflbr,  he  would,  on  the  contrary,  have  exerted 
himfelfin  removing  them.  The  bad  plans  of  Adminis¬ 
tration,  who  did  not  know  how  to  appreciate,  and  to 
make  the  mo  ft  of  talents,  rendered  thofe  oi  this  fecond 
Commodore  ufelefs. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  before  Count  ^  . 
d’Ache  reached  Pondicherry,  the  two  fleets 
met,  and  Admiral  Pocock,  notwithstanding  his  inferi¬ 
ority,  did  not  avoid  the  action.  He  had  only  nine 
fliips  f,  againft  eleven,  of  which  eleven  there  were 
three  of  74,  four  of  64,  and  four  of  ^4  guns,  accord¬ 
ing  to  M.  d’Ache’s  own  account.  He  had  certainly 
forces  enough  to  enable  him  to  take  ample  revenge  ; 
but  he  was  again  unfortunate  :  the  fquadron  was  fud- 
denly  weakened  by  an  accident  of  one  of  the  King’s 
fliips  taking  fire.  Four  fliips  belonging  to  the  India 
Company  ran  away  and  deferted  ;  the  enemy  had  the 
advantage  of  the  wind  ;  the  Commander  himfelf  was 
wounded,  and  obliged  to  retreat.  He  call  anchor  at 
Pondicherry,  and  the  very  next  day,  as  if  he  had  been 
leized  with  a  panic,  he  fet  fail  to  return  to  the  Elands, 
with  fo  much  precipitation,  that  he  even  left  one  of 
his  fliips  behind  him  in  the  harbour.  The  reafon  of 
this  conduct  could  not  be  conceived.  In  his  two  firfl 
actions  he  had  always  affected  to  give  out,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  it  was  evident  he  had  had  thedifadvantage,  that 
he  had  obliged  the  Englifli  to  run  away.  But  on  this 
occafion  he  maintained,  to  the  deputies  lent  to  per- 

fuade 

*  The  Englifh  Admiral  in  his  account  of  the  action,  pretends 
that  he  had  only  feven  (hips,  the  Weymouth  and  the  Cumberland 
not  having  been  able  to  join  him  in  time. 
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fuade  him  to  remain,  that  he  had  been  beaten.  He 
was  allured,  that  the  enemy  had  buffered  ftill  more  : 

tat  they  were  in  very  bad  condition  :  that,  at  any 
rate,  it  was  an  cffential  point  to  fet  a  good  face  upon 
the  matter,  m  order  to  deceive  the  Negroes,  for  which 
purpo  e  a  Te  Deum  had  juft  been  fung,  to  convince 
hem  that  he  had  obtained  the  vidtory.  At  this  very 
m  'ant,  a  llchaige  ol  a  hundred  pieces  of  cannon  con¬ 
firmed  this  account,  and  flattered  the  vanity  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral.  1  o  this  were  added,  reprefentations,  intrea- 
ties,  and  proteftatrons-  he  was  folicited  either  to  avail 
himlelf  of  the  bad  condition  the  Englifti  fleet  was  in, 
to  crufti  them,  or  at  leaft,  if  he  did  not  choofe  to  run 
any  riiques,  not  to  quit  the  coaft  before  them.  Fur- 
taer  arguments  were  ufed,  the  more  effedlually  to  pre- 
\ail  upon  his  vanity,  by  telling  him,  that  news  of  the 
defeat  and  flight  of  his  Iquadron,  which  was  the  only 
fuppoit  of  the  French  fettlements  in  India,  would  be 
conveyed  as  far  as  Delhi  :  that,  befide  the  opprobrium 
which  would  be  caft  upon  the  French  name,  luch  an 
opinion  would  be  entertained  of  their  weaknefs,  that  they 
would  be  forfaken  by  all  their  allies.  At  length,  no  motive 
being  able  to.  prevail  upon,  him,  a  national  proteft  was 
notified  to  him,  in  which  it  was  declared,  that,  after 
having  urged  all  thefe  arguments,  capable  of  detain¬ 
ing  him,  the  Council,  and  all  the  inhabitants  affem- 
oled  together,  made  him  alone  refponfible  for  the  lofs 
of  die  colony,  and  communicated  to  him  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  they  meant  to  addrefs  to  the  King  and 
the  Mini  (by  again  ft  him,  in  order  to  obtain  fatisfadtion. 

M.  d  Ache  s  condudt  was  a  compound  of  inconiift- 
ency,  contradiction,  and  abfurdity.  His  bravery  could 
not  certainly  be  called  in  queftion.  Three  adlions,  in 
which  his  blood  had  been  fpilt,  in  which  he  had  fet 
the  example,  by  expofing  his  own  perfon,  would  have 
been  fufiicient  to  conlound  his  accufers  upon  this  point; 
but  valour  is  not  the  firft  qualification  of  a  General  ; 
he  muft  alfo  poffefs  a  great  fnare  of  judgment  :  where¬ 
as  it  is  evident,  that  M.  d’Ache’s  was  perpetually  in 
default.  He  was  agitated  with  internal  paffions,  which, 
rendered  ufelefs  the  intrepidity  he  could  have  dis¬ 
played. 
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played.  His  conduct  when  not  in  adlion,  feemed  to 
be  directed  by  a  kind  ol  caprice.  He  quitted  Pondi¬ 
cherry  with  precipitation,  under  a  pretence  of  being 
informed,  from  good  authority,  that  this  city  was  in 
want  of  all  the  materials  neceifary  for  refitting  his  fqua- 
dron,  and  that  it  had  not  even  provifions  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  its  own  troops  and  its  inhabitants  ;  although, 
in  the  national  proteft  juft  mentioned,  wherein  he  was 
very  roughly  handled  *,  an  augmentation  of  forces  was 
offered  him,  and  as  many  provifions  as  he  could  defire, 
together  with  an  immediate  fupply  of  every  neceftary 
for  the  repair  of  his  fhips.  M.  d’Ache  even  condemn¬ 
ed  himfelf  ;  he  endeavoured  to  juftify  his  departure,  by 
a  fecret  proje<ft  he  meditated,  of  feizing  upon  Mazuli- 
patan,  an  Englifli  factory,  more  than  a  hundred  leagues 
to  windward  of  the  fettlements  he  was  forfaking.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  be  fo  totally  in  want  of  fubfift- 
ence  and  men  ;  neither  could  his  fhips  be  in  fo  {bat¬ 
tered  a  condition,  fince,  of  his  own  accord,  he  thus 
endeavoured  to  prolong  the  campaign,  and  to  hazard 
an  expedition  which  muft  neceftarily  make  him  lofe 
time,  and  men,  and  perhaps  expofe  him  to  a  frefli  en¬ 
gagement  ;  which,  he  faid,  he  was  not  able  to  fuftaim 
But  the  circumftance  that  renders  the  conduct  of 
M.  d’Ache  inexcufable,  is  the  having  fuffered  Pondi¬ 
cherry  to  be  taken,  not  only  without  appearing  there 
again,  after  an  abfence  of  eighteen  months,  but  with¬ 
out  having  fent  the  leaft  amftance  there  during  that 
interval.  In  vain  does  he  give  a  pathetic  account,  in 
his  memorials,  of  the  hurricane  of  the  month  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1760^  which  threw  two-and-thirty  fhips  upon  the 
coaft,  which  raged  with  violence  for  two  days  confe- 
cutively,  and  reduced  the  ifland  of  France  to  the  moft 

dreadful 

*  See  the  reprefentations  made  to  Count  d’Ache,  by  the  Gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  l'uperior  Council  of  Pondicherry,  in  the  name  of 
the  nation,  affembled  in  a  body,  on  the  17th  of  September  1759; 
and  the  proteft  of  the  nation,  affembled  in  the  Government-hall 
of  Pondicherry,  to  M.  d’Ache,  on  the  17th  of  September  1759, 
Thefe  two  pieces  are  inferted  and  produced  at  full  length,  in  fe- 
veral  memorials  produced  on  the  famous  trial  of  Count  Laliy  - 
which  prevents  us  from  inferring  them  here. 
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dreadful  extremity.  In  vain  does  he  objedl,  in  order 
to  juftify  this  inadtion,  the  fears  of  the  French  Miniftry 
for  that  colony,  and  the  fecret  intelligence  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  fitting  out  of  a  fleet  in  Europe  by  the 
Englilli,  which  threatened  it.  From  the  month  of  Ja¬ 
nuary,  to  the  feafon  of  the  favourable  monfoons,  there 
was  more  time  than  fufficient  to  repair  the  damages 
occafioned  by  the  dorm.  It  was  eafy  to  be  perceived 
that  the  apprehenfions  ofVerfailles  were  groundlefs  and 
improbable  ;  that  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  would 
be  firft  exerted  againd  Pondicherry,  and  that  it  was 
this  bulwark,  which  flood  in  the  greated  need  of  pro- 
tedlion,  as  being  the  furefl  rampart  for  the  defence  of 
the  French  iflands : — in  a  word,  that,  as  he  was  alarm¬ 
ed  for  two  places  at  once,  it  was  bed  to  attend  to  that 
which  was  mod  likely  to  be  fird  attacked.  Befides, 
another  circumdance  ought  to  have  infpired  him  with 
the  unalterable  refolution  of  returning  to  the  coad  ; 
this  was  famine,  the  mod  cruel  of  all  the  fcourges,  with 
which  the  Ifle  of  France  was  threatened  ;  an  inevita¬ 
ble  and  invincible  enemy,  againd  which,  neither  pre¬ 
caution,  plan,  nor  courage  could  avail,  and  which 
would  have  been  the  moil  powerful  afiidant  to  the 
Englifh,  in  cafe  they  had  inveded  the  ifiand.  The 
Governor,  M.  Desforges  Boucher,  had  urged  all  thefe 
powerful  motives,  to  get  rid  of  the  fleet ;  and  M. 
d’Ache,  after  having  fc*en,  at  Pondicherry,  the  whole 
nation  proteding  againd  him,  becaufe  he  forfook  them, 
beheld,  without  any  emotion,  the  Council  of  the 
Ifiand  of  France  proted  againd  him,  alledging,  that  by 
his  too  long  day  among  them,  he  was  the  occafion  of 
their  ruin  : — he  beheld  his  own  officers  *  join  in  the 
intreaties  of  the  colony-— he  faw  the  confufion,  difor- 
der,  the  diflenfions,  and  the  condernation  he  occafioned 
there,  and  yet  he  dill  perfided  in  daying  at  the  place 
he  was  defired  to  leave,  becaufe,  far  from  being  of 
fervice  to  it,  he  only  contributed  to  increafe  its  misfor¬ 
tunes  i  while  he  would  not  go  to  the  lpot  upon  which  he 
was  intreated  to  remain,  becaufe  his  fquadron  was  its 
fecurity.  He  declared  every  where,  that  his  fleet  was 


*  Among  others,  M,  deRuis,  Captain  of  V  llUJlrt* 
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the  only  hope  of  India — the  refource  looked  up  to  for 
its  prefervation  ;  that  the  lofs  ot  it  would  infallibly 
occafion  the  lofs  of  India  ;  that  the  falvation  ot  this 
country  depended  upon  it  : — and  yet  Pondicherry  was 
taken  at  a  time  when  this  fleet  was  in  a  moft  flouriih- 
ing  condition,  and  remained  in  perfect  fecurity  at  the 
diftar.ce  of  fifteen  hundred  leagues. 

It  is  therefore  certain  that  M.  d’Achd  was  the  im¬ 
mediate  caufe  of  the  capture  of  Pondicherry  ;  or  ra¬ 
ther,  perhaps,  the  imbecillity  ot  the  Miniftry,  in 
adopting,  upon  very  flight  grounds,  the  infinuations, 
which  were,  perhaps,  artfully  fuggefled  to  them  by  the 
Court  of  London,  by  which  they  infpired  him  with 
falfe  alarms  for  the  lafety  of  the  Ifland  of  Fiance  ; 
alarms  cf  which  the  Director  of  the  maritime  operati¬ 
ons  very  readily  availed  himfelf,  becaufe  they  favoured 
his  natural  indolence,  and  his  antipathy  to  Count 
Lally ;  who,  from  the  report  of  his  aceufers,  pad 
made  himfelf  formidable  to  all  perfons,  except  the 
Englifh.  This  is  the  opportunity  of  making  our  read¬ 
ers  acquainted  with  this  Gentleman,  upon  whom  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe  have,  for  lbme  time,  been  fixed. 
He  was  a  man  of  a  hard  and  fplenetic  difpofition,  and 
tormented  to  excefs  with  the  frenzy  of  dominion, 
which  he  exercifed  with  intolerable  defpotifm.  He 
had  been  fent  to  India  by  the  Company,  as  much  to 
defend  them  againft  their  domefiic  as  their  foreign  ene¬ 
mies.  The  fnft,  were  their  moft  devoted  iervants, 
who,  enriched  with  their  fpoils,  and  having  nothing 
more  to  gain  from  the  diftrefs  to  which  they  had  re¬ 
duced  them,  were  inwardly  defirous  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  Englilh,  in  order  to  cover  their  par¬ 
ticular  depredations,  under  the  general  fyflem  of  pil¬ 
lage,  which  always  attends  conqueft.  M.  Lally  was 
the  moft  improper  perfon  to  remedy  thefe  evils.  Full 
of  prejudices,  he  was,  moreover,  fo  headftrong,  that 
he  was  prevented  from  feeing  any  thing  with  the  cool- 
nefs  of  reafon  ;  and  his  exceflive  violence  contributed 
totally  to  obfcure  his  underftanding.  To  thefe  faults 
was  added,  a  mean  and  infamous  vice,  a  fordid  ava¬ 
rice,  which  made  him  eager  after  the  purfuit  of  the 
depredators,  but  meerly  with  a  view  oi  appropriating 

to 
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to  himfelf  the  reditutions  he  exacted  of  them.  He 
feemed  as  it  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  ruin  of  the 
Company.  Scarce  was  he  arrived  at  Pondicherry* 
when,  already  at  variance  with  his  colleague  for  the 
maritime  enterprizes,  he  prejudiced  againd  him  all  the 
orders  of  the  town,  the  council,  the  military,  and  the 
citizens.  By  this  proceeding,  he  expofed  himfelf  to 
oppofitions,  which  foured  his  temper,  and  which  he 
foon  magnified  into  crimes.  Upon  luch  occafions,  for¬ 
getting  all  behaviour,  refpeCt,  decorum,  and  decency, 
he  became  ferocious  and  barbarous,  intuiting  both  hu¬ 
manity  and  nature  ;  and,  to  all  the  horrors  which  his 
rage  luggefted  to  him,  he  added  irony,  fall  more  bitter,, 
and  more  humiliating. 

But,  notwithdanding  the  jar  of  fo  many  oppofite  in- 
tereds,  aCtive  padions,  animofities,  hatred,  refentment, 
cabals,  and  factions.  Count  Lally,  who  was  not  a  Ge¬ 
neral  deditute  of  talents,  during  the  time  of  his  com- 
million,  which  laded  near  three  years,  was  engaged  in 
ten  battles,  or  fkirmifhes,  and  took  ten  places,  or  forts. 
Reduced  to  only  700  regulars,  againd  15,000  land  for¬ 
ces,  and  fourteen  Ihips  of  the  line — not  having  a  fin- 

1  c  Tan  k°at  f°r  b*s  defence — he  fudained  a 

^  ’  blockade,  was  inveded  during  nine  months, 
and  did  not  lurrender  the  place,  till  there 
did  not  remain  one  fingle  grain  of  rice,  or  any  other 
kind  ol  nourifhment  for  his  garrifon,  already  worn  out 
with  fatigue  and  mifery. 

A  fingular  circumdance  rendered  the  capitulation  of 
Pondicherry,  dictated  by  necedity,  dill  more  hard.  A 
principle  of  revenge  operated  on  the  fide  of  the  con¬ 
querors.  They  had  intercepted  the  indrucdions  given 
to  the  Counts  d’Ache  and  Lally,  by  the  Company. 
Thefe  inftruCtions  forbade  their  granting  any  terms  to 
the  Englidi  fettlements  that  might  fall  into  their  hands. 
The  Governor  of  Madrafs,  who  came  to  the  Englidi 
army,  in  order  to  regulate  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
laid  a  drefs  upon  thefe  directions  of  the  French,  and 
infided  upon  the  fame  rigour.  Not  only  the  troops  of 
the  garrifon,  the  Magidrates  and  the  Council,  but  even 
all  the  fubalterns  in  the  Company’s  fervice,  were  em¬ 
barked  lor  Europe.  The  fortifications  were  demolifih- 
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ed,  and  the  plough  was  made  to  pafs  over  this  fuperb 
city,  which  hereafter  exhibited  nothing  more  than  a 
heap  of  ruins. 

The  fcene  of  diflenfions,  with  which  this  city  had 
been  agitated,  was  only  removed  to  another  place,  and 
the  clamours  with  which  India  had  refounded,  were 
transferred  to  annoy  the  capital.  Every  one  took  a 
part  in  them,  according  to  his  intereft,  affections,  or 
prejudices,  and  the  refult  was,  that  famous  trial  of 
which  we  fhall  hereafter  fpeak.  This,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  Canadians,  was  the  only  thing  that  France  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  blood  and  treafures  die  had  lavifhed  in 
the  prefervation  of  thofe  immenfe  polfedions. 

It  was  time  to  conclude,  by  any  kind  of  peace,  a 
naval  war,  in  which  the  equilibrium  was  fo  entirely  de- 
ftroyed,  that  every  conqueft  obtained  by  England  over 
F ranee,  paved  the  way  for  others,  without  any  hopes 
left  of  a  compenfation.  The  capture  of  Cape  Breton, 
the  key  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  opened  to  the  Eng- 
liili  the  way  to  North  Ameiica  by  fea,  which  they 
could  never  have  conquered  by  land.  Pondicherry 
loft,  for  want  of  a  fleet,  put  them  in  pofleflion  of  ail 
the  peninfula.  They  became  mafters  not  only  of  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  but  of  that  of  Malabar  alfo 
where  Mahe  had  capitulated.  There  only  * 

remained  the  Ifles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  10 
which  would  in  time  have  been  reduced  by  famine, 
v/ithout  the  conqueror  being  obliged  to  employ  any 
other  means. 

Guadaloupe  had  been  the  ftaple  of  the  expedition 
againft  Dominica, .  and  thefe  two  iflands,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Martinico,  were  made  ufe  of  to  prefs  die 
latter,  and  to  facilitate  the  approaches  to  it.  It  was 
taken  a  few  months  after,  and  drew  along  with  it  the 
defection  of  all  the  other  Windward  iflands.  A  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  /hip  commanded  there,  his  companion?  ufed 
to  call  him  the  Great  la  Touche ,  not  on  account  of  his 
exploits,  but  of  his  majeftic  fhape  and  fine  figure.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  if  Nadau  had  been  degraded  for  having  given 
up  Guadaloupe,  alter  feveral  months  refiftance,  and 
having  defended  every  inch  of  ground,  what  /hall  we 
lay  at  the  Governor  of  Martinico,  which  was  made  an 

intire 
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intire  conqueft  of  in  lefs  than  fix  weeks  ?  *  But  he  be¬ 
longed  to  a  corps  in  which  every  offence  remained  un¬ 
punished  ;  he  efcaped,  like  fo  many  others,  the  capital 
puni/hment  he  deferved.  He  laid  the  blame  upon  the 
inhabitants,  who,  in  fatt,  chofe  rather  to  live  in  plenty, 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Englifh,  than  to  die  of  hun¬ 
ger,  under  that  of  the  mother  country.  Saint  Domin¬ 
go,  Cayenne,  and  Louifiana,  were  foon  to  experience 
the  fame  fate.  And  France  was  threatened,  if  the  face 
of  affairs  did  not  change  in  a  fhort  time,  to  be  depriv¬ 
ed  of  all  its  colonies  in  the  Eaft  and  Well  Indies. 

Such  was  the  bofdnefs  of  the  enemy,  that  they  had 
already  begun  to  blockade  the  kingdom  by  the  capture 
of  Belleifle,  which  put  them  in  poffeflion  of  the  gulph 
of  Gafcony.  The  Englifh  had  feveral  times  attempted 
the  conqueft  of  this  ifland,  but  always  without  fuccefs. 
They  fucceeded  in  it  this  war,  when  the  debility  and 
difcouragement  of  their  rivals  allowed  them  to  under¬ 
take  every  enterprize.  They  had  prepared,  ever  fince 
the  month  of  March,  a  confiderable  armament  for  this 
purpofe.  Having  been  repulfed  at  their  firft  landing, 
8  Abril  t^ie7  fucceeded  better  a  fecond  time  ;  and, 
notwithftanding  the  brave  refiftance  made 
by  the  Officer  who  commanded  the  fortrefs,  they  fub- 
7  June  ^ue<^  t^ie  whole  ifland  in  lefs  than  two  months. 
7  ^  1  '  At  the  figning  of  the  capitulation.  Major  Ge¬ 
neral  Hodgfon,  and  Commodore  Keppel,  did  not  fail 
to  do  juftice  to  the  valour  of  the  garrifon  ;  they  faid, 
Granted ,  in  favour  of  the  gallant  defence  vuhich  the  ci¬ 
tadel  has  madey  under  the  orders  of  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
Croix. 

The  Parifians  were  fo  little  accuftomed,  at  that  time, 
to  fee  fuch  kind  of  men,  that  the  Chevalier  de  St. 
Croix,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  there,  was  pointed  out, 
applauded,  furrounded,  and  followed  as  a  phenomenon. 
He  did  not  long  furvive  his  glory,  and,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  defence  of  St.  Domingo,  he  died  in  that 

colony. 

*  The  landing  was  effected  on  the  7th  of  January  176a,  and 
the  total  reduction  on.  the  14th  of  February. 


colony.  But  if  the  refiftance  of  BelleiBe  did  honour  to 
its  generous  defender,  it  was  not  a  lefs  ignominious 
circumftance  to  the  French,  to  fee  one  of  their  bul¬ 
warks  carried  off  before  their  face,  without  fending 
the  leaft  afiiftance  to  it ;  to  fee  England  extending  her 
fway  even  over  their  own  country,  and  be  enabled,  to 
infeft,  without  moleftation,  and  with  impunity,  all  the 
coafts  of  the  country  of  the  Bay  of  Bifcay  ;  confine 
their  armaments,  coafting,  and  other  trade,  and  ac¬ 
quire  a  place  of  fupport  to  favour  their  invafions,  and 
a  convenient  fpot  to  retire  to,  in  cafe  of  any  check 
or  damage  from  the  elements. 
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^Journal  of  the  States  of  Britany ,  hoi  den  in  1 75  2. 

FI  L  three  orders  of  men  who  compole  the 
J.  States  ot  Britany,  have  unanimoufly  demanded 
of  the  King's  Commiffioners  the  fuppreffion  of  the  im- 
poft  cahed  tne  V ingtiemey  as  being  intolerable  in  itfelf, 
and  in  the  mode  of  levying  it.  The  Duke  de  Chaulnes 
has  anfwered,  by  communicating  to  them  the  article  of 
his  inflrudtions  concerning  the  Vingtieme ,  in  which  he 
is  forbidden  to  Iiften  to  any  repreientations  upon  this 
iubjeft.  This  anfwer  has  excited  the  greateft  ferment 
in  the  States,  and  hath  occafioned  a  fecond  deputation^ 
to  remonftrate  to  the  Commiffioners,  that  the  States 
being  deprived  of  their  natural  right  of  making  repre- 
fentations,  upon  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance  as  the 
P  ingtieme ,  could  not  attend  to  the  other  affairs  of  the 
province.  In  vain  have  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes,  and  M. 
de  Lannion,  Prefident  of  the  Nobility,  endeavoured  to 
make  them  underftand,  that  it  was  at  leaft  neceffiary  to 
point  out  the  particular  grievances  there  might  be,  con¬ 
cerning  the  levying  of  this  tax ;  in  order  that  there 
might  appear  fome  motive  for  their  oppofition,  they 
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have  been  prevented  from  proceeding,  by  the  clamours 
of  the  other  members  of  the  affiembly.  The  Duke  de 
Chaulnes  has  anfwered  with  firmnefs,  that  he  would 
never  attend  to  any  thing  vague  and  general,  upon  the 
article  of  the  Vingiievie  ;  that  the  utraofl  he  would  al¬ 
low,  would  be  to  receive  reprefentations  upon  the  par¬ 
ticular  abufes  which  might  have  been  oblerved  in  the 
mode  of  collecting  this  tax.  He  moreover  fignified  to 
the  deputies,  his  regret,  in  not  being  able  to  yield  to 
their  folicitations ;  but  at  the  fame  time  apprized  them 
of  his  firm  refolution  of  carrying  the  orders  of  the 
Ki  ng  into  execution  with  the  greateft  ftriCtnefs. 

Letters  from  Britany,  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  men¬ 
tion,  that  the  States  being  aflembled  on  Sunday,  the 
King’s  Commiffioners  had  fignified  to  them  an  order 
in  writing,  to  appoint  committees  to  proceed  upon  the 
bufinefs  ;  and  that  this  order  had  excited  a  confiderable 
tumult,  which  had  only  been  appealed  by  a  propofal 
made  by  the  Commonalty  of  the  State,  to  fend  a  de¬ 
putation,  intreating  the  Commiffioners  to  revoke  their 
order,  and  hear  the  complaints  of  the  States  concerning 
the  Vingtieme .  This  deputation,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  the  Bifhop  of  Quimper,  as  well  as  two  others  fent 
with  the  fame  view,  in  which  the  Bifhop  of  Vannes 
was  the  fpeaker,  were  equally  unavailing.  M.  de 
Chaulnes  continued  to  aniwer  with  nrmnefs,  that  he 
would  never  depart  from  the  order  fignified  to  them  ; 
that  he  would  not  attend  to  the  complaints  concerning 
the  Vingtieme ,  till  the  committees  had  been  appointed  ; 
and  that  he  would  not  luffer  the  King’s  authority  to 
give  way  to  an  obftinacy  founded  only  upon  ill-hu¬ 
mour,  and  which  announced,  on  the  part  of  the  States, 
a  premeditated  defign  of  remaining  in  inaClion. 

Upon  the  reprefentations  of  the  Bifhop  of  Vannes  to 
the  States,  it  was  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes,  that, 
without  appointing  the  ordinary  committees,  that  of 
the  V ingtieme  fliould  continue  to  fit,  and  fhould  draw 
up  a  complete  memorial  of  their  grievances  refpedting 
this  impoft.  The  refolution  was  given  out  by  the  Bi- 
fliop  ot  Rennes,  Prefident,  but  interrupted  by  feveral 
members  of  the  Nobility,  who  drew  after  them  almofi: 
the  whole  affiembly,  faying  that  it  was  irregular,  and 
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that  treachery  had  been  ufed  in  collecting  the  votes. 
They  proteiled  againft  the  refolution  with  great  cla¬ 
mour,  and  prevented  its  being  inicribed  upon  the  r e- 
gifter. 

We  learn  by  letters  from  Britany,  of  the  6th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  that  the  oppofition  of  the  Nobility  has  had  its 
effeCt ;  that  the  refolution  which  was  the  caufe  of  it, 
has  not  been  infcribed  upon  the  registers  ;  and  that  the 
committee  of  the  Vingtieme  have  not  even  been  ver¬ 
bally  authorifed  to  continue  their  bufinefs.  The  af- 
fembly  of  the  States  have  confined  theirs  to  the  ef- 
tablifiiment  of  the  authenticity  of  the  regulation  of  the 
year  1607,  which  juftifies  their  conduCt,  and  was  con¬ 
tend  with  them  by  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  who  has 
ftill  continued  inflexible,  refpeCting  the  orders,  the  re¬ 
peal  of  which  was  folicited.  The  States,  on  their 
part,  have  obflinately  perfifled  in  their  defign  of  doing 
nothing ;  they  have  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  refufe  the 
gratification  of  1,500  livres  *,  which  it  is  cuflomary 
to  give  to  the  captain  of  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes’  guards, 
who  has  brought  to  the  Court  the  news  of  the  vo¬ 
luntary  gift  granted.  And,  in  order  to  remove  every 
idea  of  bufinefs  and  deliberation  from  the  States,  they 
have  not,  according  to  cuftom,  fent  a  deputation  of 
humanity  to  vifit  the  lick  members  of  the  States.  The 
Duke  de  Chaulnes  has  difpatched  a  Courier,  on  the 
5th  in  the  evening,  to  the  Court. 

They  write  from  Britany  the  8th  of  this  month, 
that  the  States  had  fent  a  deputation  to  the  Duke  de 
Chaulnes,  to  afk  of  him  if  his  Majefty,  when  he  had  ex- 
preffed  his  fatisfaftion  concerning  the  voluntary  gift 
had  not  revoked  the  orders  given  to  his  Commiflioners? 
not  to  attend  to  the  reprelentations  of  the  States  re¬ 
fpeCting  the  Vingtieme ,  relative  either  to  the  tax  itfelf 
or  to  the  mode  of  collecting  it.  They  add,  that  this 
deputation  has  been  entirely  as  ufelefs  as  the  former  * 
and  that,  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  had  anfwered  them  in 
a  very  high  tone,  that  he  neither  could  nor  would  hear 
them,  fmce  they  had  not  appointed  the  committees 
At  the  following  meeting,  a  refolution  was  produced* 
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which  the  Nobility  themfelves,  fomewhat  calmer,  pro- 
poled,  and  which  was  immediately  adopted  by  the  other 
Orders.  This  was,  to  draw  up  a  memorial  in  juftihca- 
tion  of  the  condudl  of  the  AfTembly  ;  and  that  the 
committee  of  the  Fingtieme  ilionld  immediately  fet 
about  it,  and  fhould  fend  it  to  the  Duke  de  Penthievre, 
to  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and  to  the  Count  de  St. 
Florentin. 

The  Bifhop  of  Rennes  having  pronounced  to  the 
States  of  Briiany  a  very  pathetic  and  very  elegant  dif- 
courfe,  to  induce  the  aflembly  to  give  wa y  to  circum- 
Rances,  and  to  lubmit  to  the  King's  plealure  ;  a  depu¬ 
ty  of  the  Nobility,  who  fpoke  after  him,  faid,  that 
all  his  corps  admired  the  eloquence  ot  M.  de  Bmnnes, 
but  that  they  were  ftill  more  affedted  with  his  exam¬ 
ple,  and  that  of  the  Clergy,  which  they  would  think  it 
an  honour  to  follow. 

The  King  has  difpatched  a  courier  to  Biitany, 
with  a  letter  de  cachet  to  feparate  the  States. 

By  a  letter  from  Rennes  of  the  i  ith  of  this  month, 
.received  this  day,  we  are  informed  that  the  three  laft 
afFemblies  of  the  States  had  been  more  tumultuous  than 
over  ;  that  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes  had  in  vain  endea¬ 
voured  to  conciliate  the  people  ;  that  the  Nobility  had 
oppofed  every  kind  of  refolution  ;  that  on  the  toth, 
at  nine  in  the  mornmg,  the  States  being  aflembled,  an 
order  had  been  fent  to  them  from  his  Majeify’s  Com- 
imfUoners,  lignifying  that  the  King,  informed  ol  the  re- 
iufal  of  the  Nobility  to  obey  the  orders  of  tne  Com- 
mi!  boners  in  appointing  the  ufual  committees,  and  ot  the 
pretences  on  which  they  had  founded  this  relufal,^  or¬ 
dered  them,  under  pain  of  difobedience,  to  conform 
to  them,  and  declared,  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  Ma- 
jefly  authorifed  his  Commifhoners  to  hear  tnern,  and 
make  a  report  to  him  of  the  complaints  they  had  to 
propofe  upon  the  adniiniilration  ox  the  Fingtieme ,  to 
the  intent  that  his  Majefty  might  pay  fuch^ regard  to 
them  as  he  fliould  think  julc  and  reaionabie.  Aitei 
feme  debates,  the  opinion  of  the  three  Orders  was 
unanimous,  to  regifter  the  King  s  orders,  and  to  obey 
them.  Accordingly,  the  committees  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed.  p 
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By  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  13th,  we  learn  that 
the  ilates  had  refumed  the  ordinary  ccurle  of  bufinefs, 
and  that  the  Nobility  had  propofed  to  infift  upon 
demanding  the  fuppiellion  of  the  Vingtieme  before  they 
proceeded. 

The  States  have  been  informed,  that  the  bifhoprick 
ot  Rennes — which  in  1749  was  taxe^  only  for  the 
j Dixie  me  at  one  hundred  and  nine  thoufand  livres  *--- 
was  taxed  in  1750  in  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
thoufand  f,  and  in  1751  at  one  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thouland  livres  J,  tor  the  Vingtieme  ;  and  that  it  was 
the  fame  ot  the  other  bifhopricks.  The  committee 
was  required  to  afcertain  thefe  grievances. 

.The  letters  irom  Britany  are  filled  with  eulogiums  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Vannes,  and  of  the  Marquis  de  Lannion. 
The  cafe  is  very  different  with  refped  to  the  Duke  and 
Dutchefs  de  Chaulnes,  and  the  Bifliop  of  Pvennes,  at 
whole  gate  a  tolerable  pafquinade  had  been  fixed.  He 
had  given  a  loofe  to  his  fentiments  very  indifcreetly, 
though  very  eloquently,  at  a  meeting,  and  the  next 
day  he  found  the  following  words  upon  his  gate  :  This 
day  will  he  reprefented ,  for  the  fecund  time ,  the  rage  of 
Guerajfm ,  (the  Bifhop’s  family  name,)  •which  ‘will  he 
followed  by  the  falfe  brethren. 

A  caiicature  punt  has  alio  been  fixed  at  the  door  of 
the  Senefchal  ot  Rennes,  in  which  he  is  reprefented 
hanged. 

The  letters  from  Britany  of  the  15th  inform  us, 
that  nothing  has  been  done  at  the  feflion  of  Friday  the 
13th,  but  to  hear  and  agree  to  the  propofal  that  was 
made,  to  require  of  the  Diredor  of  the  Vingtieme  the 
general  {fate  or  the  tax  in  each  bifhoprick,  in  the 
years  1750,  I75*>  1 75 the  committee  being  defirous 
of  being  acquainted  with  it,  in  order  that  it  may  ferve 
as  the  bafis  and  motive  to  the  memorial  of  the  grie¬ 
vances.  M.  Fer -e,  Director,  has  anfwered  — that  he 
could  not  communicate  it,  without  the  order  of  the 
Intendant  ;  who  having  been  applied  10,  has  refuted 

^  z  tq 

*  Between  four  and  five  thoufand  pounds. 

*f*  Between  fi  ve  and  fix  thoufand  pounds, 
t  Between  fix  and  fcven  thoufand  pounds. 
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to  allow  it,  betore  he  had  written  upon  the  matter  to 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seals.  The  States  addreffed  them- 
felves  to  M.  de  Chaulnes  ;  who  anfwered  the  deputies 
fent  to  him — that  he  was  furprized  the  States  fliould 
imagine  they  had  a  right  to  demand  from  the  King, 
and  from  thole  who  reprefented  him,  an  account  of  a 
tax  levied  in  his  name  ;  that  as  for  the  reft,  he  could 
not  avoid  reprefenting  to  them,  that  they  ought  to 
employ  themfelves  more  ferioufly  in  haftening  their 
memorial,  without  interrupting  it  by  incidents  which 
could  only  retard,  and  perhaps  difgrace  the  decifion. 
Upon  the  report  of  this  anfwer,  the  next  meeting  was 
rather  warm.  The  Clergy,  however,  and  the  Com¬ 
monalty,  agreed  to  infill  no  longer  upon  the  demand  of 
the  abftradt  of  this  tax.  Although  this  opinion  was  not 
agreeable  to  the  Nobility,  it  patted ;  but  there  was  no 
difculTion  made  ot  this  matter. 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  1 8th,  we  learn 
that  the  committee  of  the  Vingtieme  have  at  length 
prefentea  their  memorial  to  the  attemblies  of  the  States. 
It  has  been  read  in  two  confecutive  feftions,  and  has 
met  with  the  greateft  applaufe  :  but  there  being  fome 
©bfervations  to  be  made  upon  it  by  the  three  Orders  of 
the  State,  it  has  been  agreed  upon,  that  each  Order 
fliould  examine  it  diftindtly  ;  and,  to  avoid  confufion, 
Commilftoners  have  been  appointed  in  each  Chamber, 
to  make  their  report  to  them,  and  definitively  to  the 
whole  aftembly.  This  ftep  was  preceded  by  a  demand 
which  the  States  made  to  the  King’s  CommifHoners, 
that  they  fliould  be  permitted  to  ele&  a  fecond  Syndic; 
which  the  Commiffioners  refufed,  alleging  their  inflruc- 
tions,  which  were  exprefs  upon  this  fubjedl,  and  en¬ 
joined  them  particularly  neither  to  allow  this,  nor  even 
to  receive  any  remonftrance  upon  the  matter.  Upon 
which  the  States  have  determined  to  write  to  the  Duke 
de  Penthievre,  and  to  M.  de  St.  Florentin,  to  obtain 
this  permiffion. 

The  letters  from  Britany  of  the  20th,  upon  that 
fubjedl,  fignify,  that  on  the  1 8th  the  Bifliop  of  Rennes 
had  made  a  report  to  the  AlTembly,  of  three  letters 
written  to  the  Duke  de  Penthievre,  to  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals,  and  to  M.  deSt.  Florentin,  upon  the  fubjeft 
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of  the  Vingtieme.  Pie  added,  that  he  had  only  received 
an  anfwer  from  M.  de  Penthievre,  which  evidently 
confirmed,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  expert  any  fuccefs 
from  them  ;  that  he  did  not  think  any  better  fuccefs 
was  to  be  expe&ed  from  the  letters  written  by  the 
AfTembly  to  obtain  a  fecond  Syndic  :  upon  which  the 
three  Orders  of  the  State  feemed  inclined  to  proceed 
immediately  to  an  election,  without  waiting  for  an  an¬ 
fwer.  But  at  length  a  majority  of  voices  declared 
againft  this ;  after  which  the  AfTembly  proceeded  to 
bufinels. 

The  memorial  was  read  to  the  nobility,  with  the 
changes  that  the  commilTioners  had  made  in  it,  the 
chief  of  which  was  refpe&ing,  the  demands,  which 
were  folely  reftrained  to  require  the  fuppreftion  of  the 
Vingtieme ,  or  being  allowed  to  compound  for  it  ; 
whereas  the  demands  of  the  memorial  were,  that  the 
new  abftra&s  of  1753  ftiould  be  exactly  conformable 
to  the  lifts  afcertained,  and  that  in  the  mean  time, 
they  iliould  be  fixed  to  one  half  of  the  fums  of  the 
Dixieme  in  1749;  that  the  abftradls  of  1750,  1751, 
and  1752,  iliould  be  exa6ted  only  upon  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  ;  and  that,  with  refpedt  to  the  abftraft  of  1753, 
the  overplus  of  what  had  been  paid  iliould  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  ;  that  the  lifts  fliould  not  be  rejefled  upon 
pretence  of  want  of  formalities,  and  left  out  in  the 
fupplementary  abftra&s  ;  that  the  prefen t  demand  iliali 
be  authenticated,  in  the  prefent  AfTembly,  by  a  decree 
of  Council.  The  Commonalty  approved  of  all  theft? 
changes,  and  added  to  them  a  demand  of  the  exemption 
or  the  Vingtieme  from  freehold  eftates,  and  the  diminu¬ 
tion  of  an  eighth  part  for  repairing  the  houfes  in  the 
cities,  and  a  tenth  for  that  of  the  houfes  in  the  coun- 
try  places.  The  memorial  thus  altered,  was  fent  tON 
the  two  other  Orders  ;  but  the  Nobility  would  not 
adopt  the  demands,  and  declared,  that  they  would  not  * 
refolve,  till  the  Clergy  had  adopted  theirs  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  refufed,  the  hufinefs  was  poftponed  to  the  next 
day.  The  Commonalty  perflfting  in  their  opinion,  the 
Nobility  as  conftantly  refufed  giving  theirs,  upon  a 
certainty  that  the  opinion  of  the  Clergy  would  be 
agreeable  to  that  of  the  Commonalty,  and  that  their 

own 
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own  would  confequently  have  no  etfeft.  The  States 
in  this  pofition  remained  afTembled  all  day,  and  till 
nignt,  and  were  frill  fo  when  the  courier  fet  out.  The 
Clergy,  at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  lent  to  afk  the  No¬ 
bility.  if  they  perfifted  in  their  intention  of  not  deli¬ 
berating,  and  declared  to  them,  that  in  that  cafe  they 
would  take  the  refolution  to  withdraw  ;  which  they 
did,  as  well  as  the  Commonalty  ;  but  the  Nobility  re¬ 
mained.  Count  Lannion,  however,  who  was  but  in 
an  indifferent  hate  of  health,  went  to  bed  in  the  in¬ 
firmary  of  the  Cordeliers . 

It  was  added,  that  in  the  morning  it  had  tranfpired, 
that  the  King’s  Commiffioner^  were  to  make  the  de¬ 
mand  of  cap  tation,  and  the  other  matters  belonging 
to  the  Kmu*. 

O 

Py  letters  received  from  Britany,  we  learn  that  the 
three  Orders  of  the  State,  after  having  fat  up  all  Thurs¬ 
day  night,  were  each  of  them  afTembled  on  Friday 
morning  in  their  chambers  ;  where  they  have  remained 
ever  fince,  in  the  fame  fituation  of  affairs  ;  and  that 
they  were  not  removed  from  thenceby  the  demands 
made  by  the  King’s  Commiflioners  on  Friday  morning, 
which  they  had  afTembled  to  hear.  Thefe  demands 
were,  the  hearth-money,  the  taxes  upon  rents,  the 
cuffoms  eflabliiTied,  and  the  two  pence  *  per  pound  of 
the  Dixie  me  y  and  the  reading  of  the  decree  of  Coun¬ 
cil  of  1738,  which  forbids  the  granting  of  any  peniion 
or  gratification,  without  the  permiffion  or  authority  of 
the  King.  Upon  this  lad:  point  only,  the  States  or¬ 
dered  the  decree  to  be  read,  but  the  Nobility  refufed 
to  deliberate  upon  the  other  demands.  Even  by  a  de¬ 
lay  in  deliberating,  the  President  cf  the  Commonalty 
having  collected  the  votes  of  his  Order,  and  having 
got  up  to  give  their  opinion,  was  hooted  and  reviled, 
Neverthelefs,  he  did  announce  the  opinion,  notv/it  - 
flanding  the  clamours  which  interrupted  him  ;  and  t 
was,  that  his  Order  were  for  granting  every  thing. 
That  of  the  Church  was  the  fame  ;  but  the  rule  cf 
their  not  declaring  it,  till  after  that  of  the  Nobility, 
prevented  them  from  announcing  it. 

Matters 


*  One  penny. 
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Matters  being  in  this  date,  the  Bilhop  of  Pvennes, 
after  having  made  frefli  but  ulelefs  reprefentations  to 
the  Nobility  upon  the  irregularity  and  danger  of  their 
obftinacy,  took  the  opportunity  of  propofing  to  them 
not  to  continue  the  fittings  of  the  Aflembly  longer  than 
tour  hours,  and  that  this  rule  fliould  be  made  a  iland— 
ma  one*.  T1 he  propofal  was  accepted  foi  tne  day  only  , 
and  yefterday  it  was  renewed,  and  fixed  to  two  o  clock 
in  the  afternoon. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Duke  of  Chatlines  had  dll- 
patched  a  courier  to  give  an  account  ot  the  conduct  ot 
'  the  States,  and  afk  the  King’s  orders. 

Letters  from  Britany  of  the  25th  of  Odtober  men¬ 
tion,  that  on  Sunday  the  States  remained  in  the  cham¬ 
bers  without  doing  any  thing,  and  feparated  at  two- 
o’clock,  the  feffions  Hill  continuing. 

That  on  the  Monday,  before  they  went  to  the  cham¬ 
bers,  they  drew  up  and  figned  what  was  to  be  infertech 
in  the  regiRer  fince  Thurfday.  Afterwards  Count 
Lannion  fignified  to  his  Order,  that  after  having  in  vain, 
endeavoured,  both  in  public  and  private,  to  make 
them  fenfible  of  the  irregularity  and  danger  of  their 
lunation,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged,  upon  fo  critical  an 
occafion,  to  afcertain  with  the  utmofl  cxactnefs  the 
willies  of  the  Order,  whole  votes  perhaps  he  had  not 
collected  with  fufficient  accuracy,  and  that  he  propofed 
a  fcrutiny— -that  the  propofal  was  at  hrft  rejected  ;  but 
that  his  complaifance  in  not  infilling  upon  it,  had  in¬ 
duced  a  great  number  to  content  to  it  ;  which  number 
increafei  fufficient !y  for  it  to  become  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  ; — that  a  fcrutiny  was  therefore  entered, 
upon,  to  alcertain  whether  the  opinion  for  not  delibe¬ 
rating  iliould  be  perfifted  in  or  not,  and  that  the  af¬ 
firmative  was  earned  by  167  votes  to  16  that  this 
being  done,  the  States  rofe  at  two  o’clock,  the  fittings 
of  the  chambers  Hill  continuing,  and  that  yefterday  the 
refult  was  the  fame  that  all  the  conferences,  nego- 
elation?,  and  reciprocal  propofals  ot  reconciliation, 
among  the  Orders,  had  been  ineffectual and  that 
upon  that  day  (the  25th)  the  return  of  the  courier  from 
the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  was  expected,  who  o  ily  could, 
put  an  end  to  this  inaction. 


The; 
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The  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  27th  of  this  month 
mention  ns  follows  : 

The  courier  of  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  arrived  yef- 
terday  morning  at  ten  o’clock  ;  at  eleven,  the  At¬ 
torney  General  came  to  the  Chambers,  and  fignlfied 
to  them  the  orders  contained  in  the  letter  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  of  which  this  is  the 
tenour  : 
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“  Cousin, 

“  By  a  letter  of  the  7th  inllant,  I  have  authorifed 
you,  as  well  as  my  other  Commiffioners,  to  receive 
the  reprefentations  of  the  States,  and  to  hear  their 
complaints  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  ordon- 
nances,  given  in  confequence  of  their  demand  for 
the  impofition  of  the  Vingtieme,  have  been  executed; 
and  I  have  at  the  fame  time  fignified  to  you,  I  did 
not  underhand  that,  under  pretence  of  drawing  up 
the  memorial  of  thefe  pretended  grievances,  and 
waiting  for  the  anfwer,  the  States  fhould  poftpone 
their  ordinary  bufmefs  ;  which,  on  the  contrary,  I 
ordered  them  to  begin,  and  to  proceed  in,  as  they 
were  always  ufed  to  do.  J  am  nevertheless  inform¬ 
ed,  that  the  Attorney  General  of  the  laid  States, 
having  tranfmitted  to  them,  by  your  order,  four  ar¬ 
ticles  of  inftrudtions,  which  I  have  given  you,  that 
they  fhould  deliberate  upon  them,  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility  has  refufed,  upon  a  pretence  of  a  delibera¬ 
tion  begun,  upon  cccafion  of  a  memorial  which  the 
faid  States  have  caufed  to  be  drawn  up,  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  the  impofition  of  the  Vingtieme.  This  re- 
fufal  being  diredtly  contrary  to  my  intentions,  which 
I  have  explained  to  you  in  my  faid  letter,  and  which 
you  have  notified  to  them,  I  difpatch  this  to  tell 
you,  that  you  fhould  exprefly  order  them,  from  me, 
and  under  penalty  of  difobedience,  to  deliberate  in- 
ftantly  upon  the  faid  four  articles  of  the  faid  inftruc- 
tions,  which  you  fhall  caufe  to  be  tranlmitted  to 
them  ;  ordering  and  even  enjoining  you  to  attend  to 
this,  and  alfo  to  fend  me  their  reprefentations  and 
complaints,  in  the  manner  abovementioned,  as  foon 
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“  as  they  {hall  have  given  them  to  you,  in  order  that 
tf<  I  may  determine  upon  them  as  I  fihail  think  equitable 
44  and  proper.” 

“  Written  at  Fontainebleau,  the  twenty- 
“  fourth  day  of  October  1752. 

“  (Signed)  Lewis. 

“  And  lower  down,  Phelippe aux/' 

The  King’s  letter  having  been  read,  together  with 
the  orders  of  the  Commifiioners  to  comply  with  it  im¬ 
mediately,  under  penalty  of  difobedience,  and  to  re- 
gifter  it,  the  Nobility  have  exclaimed  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  and  with  heat,  upon  the  falfe  accufation  laid 
to  their  charge;  of  having  refufed  to  deliberate,  and 
upon  the  unfavourable  impreiTions  that  had  been  given 
of  their  conduct  upon  this  point ;  maintaining  pofkive- 
3y,  that  there  had  been  no  refufal,  upon  their  part,  of 
deliberating  upon  the  four  articles  in  queftion,  nor  even 
any  order  from  the  King’s  Commifiioners  to  deliberate 
upon  them,  otherwife  than  as  ufual  in  the  courfe  of 
their  fefiion  ;  and  that,  if  they  had  not  done  it,  it  had 
not  been  from  any  intention  of  not  agreeing  to  them, 
but  only  becaufe  they  had  begun  an  important  affair, 
which  their  rules  did  not  permit  them  to  interrupt  ; 
and  that,  in  order  to  prove  this,  they  were  ready  im¬ 
mediately  to  obey  the  King’s  orders,  and  to  grant  the 
four  articles  ;  which  the  three  Orders  unanimoufiy  did. 
But  the  Nobility  having  it  at  heart  to  juftify  themfelves 
to  the  King,  and  not  to  leave  any  traces  upon  their 
records,  of  io  injurious  an  order — and  the  Clergy  hav~ 
ing  acceded  to  their  opinion— a  deputation  was  lent  to 
.the  King’s  Commifiioners,  to  reprefent  to  them  the 
falfity  of  the  accufation  v/hich  ferved  as  a  motive  to 
the  King’s  order,  and  to  defire  the  Duke  de  Chatlines 
to  agree  to  its  not  being  regifiered,  and  to  fend  a  cou¬ 
rier  to  the  King,  to  give  him  an  account  of  their  obe¬ 
dience,  and  to  undeceive  his  Majefty  with  regard  to  the 
ill  offices  that  had  been  rendered  to  the  Order  of  the 
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Nobility.  The  opinion  of  the  Commonalty  had  been, 
o  grant  the  four  articles,  and  to  depute  to  the  Kina’s 
Commifiioners  (imply  to  reprefent,  that  the  intention 

ot  the  AfTembly  had  never  been  to  refufe  to  deliberate 
upon  the  four  articles. 

Fne  King’s  Commiffioners  received  the  deputation 
noout  ix  o  Ciock.  The  Duke  de  Chaulnes  aniwered 


r  '  ,  ~  uiiidiibuiciion  naa  oeen 

occaiioned  by  their  ina&ion,  and  the  formal  defign  of 
not  pioceeding  to  bufinefe,  notwithftanding  the  exorefs 
commands  they  had  received  from  his  Majefty  ---that 
he  wouid  inform  the  King,  by  the  next  poll,  of  their 
readme  is  to  obey  his  orders  that-  the  moft  effedual 
method. of  jufidfyincr  their  conduct  would  be,  to  accele¬ 
rate  their  ufual  bu  fin  els  as  much  as  they  had  hitherto 
been  dilatory  in  it ar.d  that,  with  regard  to  the  regifter- 
mg  of  the  King’s  letter,  he  readily  contented  to  difpenfe 
Witn  ^  Keling  with  them  the  concern  of  leaving  any 
traces  of  it  upon  their  records  :  and  giving  them  ailii- 
rances  of  the  eagerneis  with  which  he  would  feize 
e^eiy  oecafion  the  States  iliould  offer  him  in  future  in 
proof  of  their  zeal  and  fubmiffion,  &c. 

theie  anlwers  having  been  taken  notice  of  by 
federal  members  of  the  deputation,  which  occafioned 
fome  warmth  111  the  explanation,  he  added — that  he 
ougat  not  to  conceal  from  them,  that  his  orders  were 
too  rigorous,  not  to  announce  to  them  pfevioufly,  that 
they  were  to  accelerate  the  King’s  affairs,  and  not  to 
fuffer  any  delay  in  them. 

The  deputation  having  given  an  account  to  the  Af- 
iembly  of  the  fuccefs  of  their  audience,  the  Order  of 
the  Nobility  appearing  not  fatisfied  with  it,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  clofe  the  feffion ;  it  was  then  near 
ieven  o’clock. 

The  Nobility,  little  fatisfied  with  M.  de  Chaulnes’ 
anfwers  to  the  deputation  of  the  preceding  day,  em¬ 
ployed  themfelves  with  much  earneftnefs,  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  Friday,  in  purfuing  with  warmth  the  affair  of  the 
juftification,  and  refpefting  the  feveral  means  to  attain 
ik  They  agreed  to  a  ipemorial7  in  form  of  a  letter, 
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which  they  intended  fhould  be  presented  to  the  Duke 
de  Chau  I  Res  by  a  new  deputation,  for  which  they  de¬ 
manded  the  concurrence  of  the  two  Orders  of  the 
Church  and  Commonalty.  But  this  memorial,  which 
was  read  in  the  AiTembly,  being  diawn  up  in  veiy  un¬ 
guarded  terms,  the  Order  of  the  Church  demanded 
the  aflembling  of  the  Chambers,  that  they  might  de¬ 
liberate  upon  it  ;  and  there,  through  the  wife  inter¬ 
ference  of  the  Prefidents,  it  was  agreed,  by  way  of 
conciliation  between  the  three  Orders,  that  they  fin 0 u Ed 
confine  themfelves  to  a  verbal  deputation,  at  the  head 
of  which  the  Prefidents  were  defired,  and  conferred, 
to  ro.  This  deputation  was  commiffioned  to  infill 
with  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  in  order  to  engage  him 
to  efface  the  unfavourable  impreffions  that  had  been 
given  to  his  Majeily  of  their  conduct,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  to  difpatch  a  courier,  and  inform  the  States  of  the 
anfwer.  The  Biiliop.  of  Rennes,  who  was  the  fpeaker, 
acquitted  himfelf  of  this  office  with  all  the  delicacy  and 
management  the  fubjedt  admitted  of ;  and  the  Duke 
de  Cnaulnes  aniwered  coolly,  but  with  politenels,  and 
with  ftill  greater  art,  that  the  States  were  not  more 
defirous  than  he  was,  that  the  Nobility  fhould  juilify 
themfelves  to  the  King,  and  that  they  fhould  take  care 
to  do  it  themfelves*  as  they  might  do  by  prefenting  a 
memorial,  which  he  would  immediately  fend  to  the 
King  by  a  fpecial  meffenger.  This  anfwer  being  carried 
back  to  the  States,  feemed  to  make  them  much  more 
quiet  than  had  been  expedled,  and  they  trufted,  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  to  the  Biiliop  of  Rennes,  and  to  Count 
Lannion,  who  had  been  defired  to  draw  up  the  me¬ 
morial.  It  was  then  fix  o’clock,  and  the  feffion  con¬ 
cluded. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  after  the  figrature  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  preceding  day,  the  Prefident  of  the 
Commonalty  reprefented,  that  by  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  drawn  up,  it  appeared,  the  intention  of 
the  States  had  not  been  fulfilled  ;  which  was,  not  to 
leave  any  traces  of  the  accusation  brought  againft  the 
Order  of  the  Nobility,  or  of  the  King’s  diffiat  is  faction  . 
hut  this  reprefentation,  hgwever  proper  it  might  be, 
was  not  attended  to. 

Yefterday 
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Yefterday  morning  Count  Lannion,  who  had  been 
in  a  fever  all  night,  having  excuied  himfelf  from  com¬ 
ing  to  the  States,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes  having 
taken  tne  votes  of  the  Order  of  Nobility,  as  is  cufto- 
mary  in  fuch  cafes,  Count  de  Lorge  was  elected  Firfb 
P relid ent.  Then  the  Count  de  Quelen,  who  had  not 
been  able  to  fpeak  for  a  moment  the  day  before,  figni- 
fied  to  the  States  the  demands  which  the  King’s  Com- 
miflioners  had  charged  him  to  make,  for  compounding 
the  capitation,  the  barracks,  and  the  militia ;  and  alfo 
an  order  to  the  Aflembly  to  caule  an  account  to  be 
given  to  them,  without  delay,  of  the  feveral  Commit¬ 
tees  they  had  appointed  upon  the  ufual  affairs,  and, 
among  others,  of  the  Committee  for  fettling  the  terms 
of  the  leafes,  the  bulinefs  of  which  they  were  expreily 
charged  in  their  irTbruCtions  to  haften.  The  general 
cry  was  at  firfb  to  refume  the  affair  of  the  Vingtieme  ; 
but  the  Hifliop  of  Rennes  having  ftrongly  reprefented 
the  inconfiftency  and  danger  of  refufing  to  deliberate, 
at  the  very  inftant  when  the  States  were  fo  warmly 
employed  in  jullifying  themfelves  from  the  accufation 
which  had  been  preferred  againft  them,  and  in  prov¬ 
ing  that  they  never  had  had  this  intention— though  his 
remonftrance  was  not  in  general  well  received,  yet  he 
pronounced,  in  the  name  of  his  Order,  that  he  de¬ 
manded  that  the  leveral  Chambers  fliould  deliberate 
upon  it.  The  President  of  the  Commonalty  then  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  that  if  they  would 
confer t  to  terminate  the  memorial  of  the  Vingtieme , 
without  making  any  demands,  his  Order  would  accede 
to  it.  This  propofal  being  haughtily  rejected,  the 
Bifhop  of  Rennes  repeated,  that  the  Ecclefiaftical  Or¬ 
der  demanded,  that  the  feveral  Chambers  fhould  de¬ 
liberate  upon  the  King’s  requilitions,  and,  after  having 
added  at  the  lame  time  upon  the  affair  of  the  Ving¬ 
tieme,  he  withdrew  with  his  Order.  In  the  mean  time 
the  Order  of  the  Commonalty  remaining  upon  the 
fpot,  and  conferring  with  the  Order  of  the  Nobility, 
with  the  defign  that  they  might  draw  nearer  to  each 
other,  more  than  two  hours  elapfed  in  this  conflict  of 
modifications  propofed  and  rejected.  At  length  the 
Commonalty  refolved  to  retire  to  their  chamber,  and 
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went  out ;  but,  yielding  to  the  folicitations  of  the  No¬ 
bility,  they  came  in  again  presently  after,  though  it 
was  only  to  lofe  another  hour,  in  Irefti  conferences,  as 
unavailing  as  the  former.  They  therefore  went  out 
a  fecond  time,  to  retire  into  their  chamber,  and  M. 
Daillon,  feme  time  after,  returning  alone  to  refume 
the  negociation  ;  the  Nobility  feemed  to  determine  up¬ 
on  the  conclufion  of  the  memorial  of  the  lfingtie?ne , 
without  making  any  demands,  but  with  this  difference, 
that  the  Commonalty  propofed  to  do  it  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms. 

“  If  the  King  will  liften  to  his  juftice,  he  will  grant 
“  us  the  fupprefiion  of  the  Vingtietne ,  but  if  the  exi- 
“  gencies  of  the  State  are  an  obftacle  to  this,  his  pa- 
“  ternal  bounty  will  allow  us  to  compound  it,  as  the 
°  foie  and  only  method  of  reconciling  the  interefts  of 
“  his  Majefty  with  the  relief  of  his  fubjedts.”  The 
Nobility  wanted  to  add  thefe  other  words,  and  that 
*iKe  intreat  him  to  grant  us. 

This  matter  was  debated  fo  flrongly,  without  either 
fide  giving  way,  that  at  length  eight  o’clock  linking, 
and  the  fear  of  palling  the  night  in  debates  having  ge¬ 
nerally  prevailed,  the  three  Orders  poftponed  the  whole 
of  the  deliberations  till  this  morning. 

Thus  it  has  fometimes  happened  to  travellers,  to 
walk  a  whole  day,  and  at  laft  find  themfelves  juft  in 
the  fame  fpot  from  whence  they  had  fet  out.  How¬ 
ever  the  Clergy  had  been  much  difpleafed,  that  after 
having  made  the  demand  of  the  feparate  Chambers, 
and  withdrawn  to  their  own,  the  Commonalty  had  not 
followed  them.  They  pretended  to  juftify  their  con¬ 
duct  by  faying,  that  the  Orders  ought  to  have  agreed 
about  the  objedt  that  was  to  be  defiberated  upon,  be¬ 
fore  they  had  withdrawn  to  the  Chambers.  The 
Clergy  maintained,  that  the  propofal  of  the  King's  de¬ 
mands  having  been  made,  the  objedt  of  the  delibera¬ 
tion  had  been  fettled,  and  confequently  they  had  atted 
according  to  rule.  I  would  not  take  upon  me  to  af¬ 
firm,  that  this  conteft  will  not  be  renewed  this  morn- 
ing,  and  that  the  refult  will  not  be  the  lame  as  yef* 
terday. 
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On  Sunday,  after  the  Signing  of  the  Saturday's  de¬ 
liberations,  the  three  Orders  withdrew  to  the  Cham¬ 
bers,  to  deliberate  on  the  memorial  concerning  the 
Vingtierr.e ,  and  upon  the  four  papers  of  the  day  before, 
(for  io  were  the  orders  fent  from  the  King's  Commif- 
uoners  called.)  Bat  among  thefe  papers,  there  was  an 
cider  to  the  States  to  caufe  an  account  to  be  given  to 
them  from  their  Committees,  and  efpecially  of  the 
terms  or  the  leafes.  This  order  had  been  regiflered 
the  day  before,  as  well  as  the  others.  ,  At  the  time  of 
tne  figning,  the  Nobility  were  difpleafed  at  feeing  it 
tnere,  and  propofed  to  have  it  erafed,  as  it  was  neither 
necelfary  nor  cuffomary  to  regifter  thofe  kinds  of  or¬ 
ders  ;  they  perfuaded  the  Older  of  the  Clergy  of  this, 
and  the  order  was  erafed.  The  Clergy,  however,  be¬ 
ing  better  informed,  and  enlightened  by  the  opinion  of 
tne  Commonalty,  which  was,  that  the  regifcry  that  had 
been  made  the  day  before  ought  to  fubfrfc,  returned 
to  that  opinion.  But  the  bufmefs  tranfadted  in  the 
courfe  oi  the  day,  did  not  allow  time  to  fet  that  affair 
to  rights. 

The  States  being  then  affembled  in  their  chambers, 
the  deliberations  began  concerning  the  memorial  of  the 
V mgtieme ,  and  two  hours  elapfed  before  it  was  irrevo¬ 
cably  hniilied.  The  Church  made  a  few  alterations  in 
the  demands,  which  were  at  1  aft  adopted,  and  which 
concluded  nothing.  The  memorial  was  written  out 
fair,  and  tranfmitted  in  the  evening,  together  with  the 
juftification  of  the  Nobilitv,  by  the  Prefidents  of  the 
Orders,  to  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  who  fent  them  by 
a  Courier,  difpatched  on  Monday  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  three  other  papers,  concerning  the  compound¬ 
ing  of  the  capitation,  the  impofition  of  the  tax,  and 
the  adminifbration  of  the  barracks  and  militia,  were  af¬ 
terwards  deliberated  upon.  The  Nobility  were  of  opi¬ 
nion  to  appoint  a  Committee,  to  examine  what  mea- 
fure  would  be  moil  advantageous  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  either  to  compound  the  capitation  or 
not,  and  to  give  up,  or  to  take  upon  tbemfelves,  the 
adminiflration  of  the  barracks,  and  the  militia.  The 
opinion  of  the  Clergy  and  of  the  Commonalty  was  uni- 
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form,  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  King’s  Commiflion- 
ers,  to  demand  the  diminution  of  the  capitation  to  four¬ 
teen  hundred  thoufand  livres  *,  and  to  order  the  im- 
pofition  of  the  barracks  and  militia,  the  aeiminiftration 
of  which  ihould  be  made  by  a  feledt  committee.  The 
opinions  of  the  three  Orders,  having  been  fent  to  all 
the  refpective  Chambers,  the  Chambers  re-affembled  in 
the  hall,  and  there  the  Prefidents  repeated,  each  cf 
them  in  the  ordinary  form,  the  opinion  of  their  Order; 
and  the  opinion  of  the  two  Orders  of  the  Clergy  and 
Commonalty  being  confident,  the  Bifliop  of  Rennes 
accordingly  pronounced  the  deciiion  ;  but  this  was 
done  amidft  the  louded  clamours  of  the  Order  of  the 
Nobility,  which  made  them  determine,  a  moment  af¬ 
ter,  to  adjourn  the  States  to  the  next  day,  and  the 
Bifliop  went  out  with  the  Clergy  and  Commonalty. 
The  Nobility,  in  the  greateft  tumult,  feemed  inclined 
to  remain  ;  Count  Lannion  dilfuaded  them  from  it,  but 
without  making  them  give  up  their  pretenfions,  that 
the  deliberation  w^as  null,  and  that  upon  the  matter  in 
queflion,  the  majority  of  the  two  O.deis  was  not  fuf- 
ficient,  but  that  the  unanimity  of  the  three  was  ne- 
ceflary. 

The  Prefident,  in  the  conference  of  the  evening, 
having  informed  the  King's  Commiffionefs  of  this  dil- 
pute,  they  judged,  according  to  what  was  preferibed 
to  them  in  their  inftrudtions,  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
fettle  it.  Accordingly,  they  gave  the  Syndic  Attor¬ 
ney  General,  an  order,  which  declared,  on  the  part  of 
the  King,  that  in  the  cafe  in  queftion,  the  majority  of 
the  Orders  had  been  fufheient  to  conftitute  a  decifion, 
and  that  fuch  was  the  King’s  intention,  in  all  fimilar 
cafes  or  fituations  of  the  fame  nature.  And  the  fame 
order  commanded  M.  Berthelot,  Clerk  of  the  Records,  to 
inferibe  the  deliberation  upon  the  records,  and  enjoin¬ 
ed  the  Prefidents  of  the  three  Ordeis  to  fign  it,  and 
the  States  to  regifter  the  faid  order. 

The  Syndic  Attorney  General  prefented  himfelf  on 
the  Monday,  at  the  opening  of  the  feffions,  and  upon 
the  refufal  made  by  the  Nobility  to  hear  the  delibera¬ 
tions 
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tions  of  the  preceding  day  read,  he  faid,  that  he  was 
the  bearer  of  an  order  from  the  King  upon  that  fubjedt, 
and  he  delivered  it  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Records  to  read 
it ;  but  the  Nobility  objected  to  it  with  a  degree  of  vi¬ 
olence,  which  rofe  every  time  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes 
attempted  to  fpeak.  Perceiving,  therefore,  the  inuti¬ 
lity  of  remonftrances  and  requifitions,  which  he  made 
feveral  times  to  them,  and  out  of  compaflion  to  Count 
Lannion,  who  had  had  a  fever  all  night,  and  was  fill  in¬ 
commoded  with  it,  he  adjourned  the  States  to  the  next 
day  :  it  was  then  half  an  hour  after  two  o’clock. 

The  Nobility,  in  order  to  allign  a  reafon  for  their 
oppofition  to  their  deliberation  of  the  preceding  day, 
faid,  that  it  was  not  according  to  form  :  i°.  Becaufe 
their  opinion  had  not  only  been  previoufly  doing  juftice 
to  the  demands  of  the  King,  and  that  the  two  other 
Orders  having  voted  upon  the  grounds  of  the  queftion, 
their  opinion  could  not  conftitute  a  majority,  fince  they 
had  not  deliberated  upon  the  fame  objedt.  2°.  That 
if  even  it  might  be  faid,  that  they  had  deliberated,  it 
was  not  true,  that  in  the  bufinefs  of  impofing  a  tax,  or 
of  compounding  for  one,  the  majority  of  the  two  Or¬ 
ders  was  fufficient,  but  that  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
all  the  three  was  requifite  ;  and  that  it  was  to  avoid 
the  decifion  of  this  queftion,  that  they  had  oppofed, 
with  fo  much  warmth,  the  reading  of  the  order  of  the 
King’s  Commilhoners,  being  aware,  that  the  order  de¬ 
cided  the  matter  againft  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  King’s  Commillioners  had 
been  fummoned  to  attend  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  in 
order  to  go  with  him  to  the  States,  to  have  the  order 
regiftered,  and  to  caufe  the  deliberation  to  be  figned^ 
there  in  their  prefence,  when  they  were  informed  that 
the  States  had  adjourned. 

The  whole  evening  was  fpent  in  negotiations,  ex¬ 
hortations,  and  folicitations,  to  gain  over,  perfuade,  or 
intimidate,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Nobility.  Moft  ol  them, 
indeed,  confented  to  agree  to  the  opinion  of  the  tyo 
Orders,  but  wifhed  to  withhold  this  confent  ’till  after 
their  return  to  the  chambers,  and  were  defirous.  that 
the  deliberation  of  the  preceding  day  fliould  be  confi- 
dered  as  if  it  had  never  happened,  and  efpecial ly,  that 
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no  mention  iliould  be  made  of  the  order  of  the  King's 
Commiflioners. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  King's  CommilTioners — 
confidering  the  erafure  of  the  Saturday’s  order,  and  the 
tumultuous  rcfufal  of  hearing  that  of  the  day  before 
read,  as  a  contempt  of  his  Ma  jelly’s  authority — in¬ 
filled  peremptorily,  that  the  fir  ft  fhould  be  re-eftablifh- 
ed,  and  the  fecond  regiftered,  and  that  the  deliberation 
fhould  be  ligned  accordingly  :  and  they  made  no  fcru- 
ple  of  avowing  it,  that  the  fate  of  the  Aflembly  de¬ 
pended  upon  it,  and  that  they  fhould  come  there  the 
next  day  for  that  purpofe. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation  yellerday  morning, 
when  ot  a  fudden  the  fcene  fhifted.  Count  Lannion 
rofe  to  fpeak,  and  with  that  perfuafive  tone  which  is 
natural  to  him,  and  which  he  has  always  found  fuccels- 
ful,  he  exhorted  the  Nobility  to  prevent  the  entrance  of 
the  King’s  Commiflioners,  by  acceding  to  the  opinion  of 
the  two  Orders;  and  he  prevailed.  This  being  done, 
and  the  deliberation  ligned,  negotiations  were  entered 
upon  with  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  to  engage  him  to 
withdraw  the  order  of  the  30th,  which  was  become 
ufelefs,  on  account  of  the  date  of  the  29th,  which  had 
been  affixed  to  the  deliberation ;  and  he  confented  to 
it.  So  tnat  matters  returned  to  the  point  Irom  whence 
they  had  departed  on  Sunday.  Three  fucceflive  de¬ 
putations  were,  fent  to  the  King’s  Commiflioners,  at 
the  head  of  the  lafc  of  which  were  the  Prefidents,  to 
demand  the  redudion  of  the  capitation  to  1,400,000 
livres  *  All  thefe  three  deputations  having  been  in- 
effedual,  probably  this  morning,  new  meafures  will  be 
taken,  to  be  difpenfed  from  deliberating  definitively  up¬ 
on  this  article,  ’till  the  arrival  of  the  anfwer  to  the 
memorial  of  the  V ingtien:ey  which  is  expected  on  Sa¬ 
turday  or  Sunday,  by  the  return  of  the  Courier  dis¬ 
patched  on  Monday. 

The  feffions  of  the  Wednefday  and  Thurfday  have 
been  very  quiet,  and  the  three  Orders  kave  been  in 
perfed  harmony.  1  hey  deliberated  unanimoufly  upon 
the  ieport  of  the  Prefident  de  Bedee.  Afterwards,  the 
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three  Orders  acceded  to  the  opinion  of  the  Nobility  of 
the  29th,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  capitation,  and  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  examine,  if,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  it  would  be  advantageous  or  not,  to  accept 
a  compofition ;  and  the  feffion  ended  by  agreeing  to 
proceed  the  next  day  to  the  election  of  a  fabftitute  * 
which  took  up  the  whole  time  of  yefterday’s  fitting! 
M.  Chapelier  was  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  Clergy 
and  Commonalty.  He  had  eighteen  votes  in  the 
Church,  twenty  in  the  Commonalty,  and  forty-five  in 
the  Nobility.  M.  Jelin  had  had  feventy-  feven  votes  in 
the  Nobility,  fixteen  in  the  Church,  and  fixteen  in  the 
Commonalty.  M.  Abeille  had  had  no  more  than  forty- 
nine  votes  in  the  Nobility,  one  in  the  Church,  and  five 
in  the  Commonalty.  The  ele&ion  being  over,  a  with 
was  exprefled  to  eleft  a  fecond ;  and  it  was  decided 
unanimoufly,  by  the  three  Orders,  to  fend  a  new  depu¬ 
tation  to  the  King’s  C'ommiffioners ;  to  whom  the  Duke 
de  Chaulnes  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  this  time  to 
promife  to  write  about  it. 

It  feems  as  it  were  fettled,  that  the  King’s  Commif- 
fioners  are  to  fend  this  morning  to  the  States,  to  make 
the  demand  of  the  ufual  funds  of  two  hundred  thou- 
land  livres  *  for  the  fubfrdence  of  the  troops,  of  fifty 
thoufand  livres  f  for  the  fiuds,  and  of  eight  thoufand 
livres  %  for  the  Marihalfea,  and  the  Seledt  Committee 
ill  1 1 1  begin  their  report. 

By  advices  from  Britany,  dated  5th  of  November, 
we  are  informed,  that  the  King’s  Courier  had  brought 
to  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  an  anlwer  to  the  laft  memo¬ 
rial  of  the  Srates,  which  he  has  not  chofen  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  but  has  verbally  faid,  that  the  King  perlifted  in 
his  firfl:  anfiwer,  and  would  be  obeyed. 

The  aflembly  of  the  States,  holden  in  confequence, 
has  been  very  turbulent.  A  great  ferment  was  parti¬ 
cular  ly  excited  againll  the  Bifihop  of  Rennes,  and  they 
feparated  without  concluding  any  thing.  They  were 

to 
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to  afiemble  again  the  next  day.  Things  were  in  this 
ftate  when  the  poft  fet  out. 

The  fitting  of  the  Sunday  palled  in  negotiations,  to¬ 
lerably  peaceable,  between  the  Nobility  and  the  two 
other  Orders.  After  having  in  vain  attempted  to  pre¬ 
vail  upon  them  to  fend  a  deputation  to  demand  a  com- 
pofition,  at  firfb  plainly  and  afterwards  in  obfcure  terms, 
finding  that  they  could  obtain  nothing  of  them  while 
they  remained  at  variance,  and  being  delirous  of  know¬ 
ing  the  laft  anfwers  which  the  Commifiioners  had  re¬ 
ceived  upon  the  fubject  of  the  Vingtieme ,  they  propos¬ 
ed  to  Solicit  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  fend  to  the  Affembly  the  letter  which  he 
had  received  in  anfwer  to  their  memorial.  The  Cler¬ 
gy  thinking  the  demand  of  the  letter  unhand  Some,  and 
indifcreet,  foitened  the  matter,  by  propofing  to  intreat 
him  only  to  communicate  to  the  States  the  anfwers 
which  he  had  received  to  their  memorial ;  and  the 
Nobility  confented  to  it.  The  Commonalty  added,  to 
inquire  it  the  Duke  had  not  received  any  more  favour¬ 
able  and  more  circumflantial  anfwers  to  their  memo¬ 
rial,  than  thofe  he  had  notified  to  them  the  day  before; 
opinions  v/ere  accordingly  taken,  and  the  deputation 
was  fent  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  two  orders  of 
the  Clergy  and  Nobility  ;  and  the  States,  after  having 
appointed  the  deputation,  and  having  commifiioned 
them  to  give  an  account  of  it  the  next  day,  adjourn¬ 
ed  :  it  was  then  four  o’clock. 

The  Duke  de  Cha  nines  made  anfwer  to  the  depu¬ 
tation,  that  he  had  fent  them,  the  day  before,  the  only 
anfwer  -  he  had  to  give  with  regard  to  the  fuppreffion, 
and  compofition  ;  and  that,  with  refpedt  to  their  grie¬ 
vances,  if  they  would  collect  them  all,  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  draw  them  up,  and  confer  upon  them 
with  the  King’s  Commifiioners,  he  declared  to  them, 
that  his  Majefty  had  authorised  him  to  redrefs  in  the 
prefent  fittings,  thofe  which  iliould  appear  well  found¬ 
ed  to  him. 

This  anfwer  being  reported  the  next  day  to  the  Ai- 
fembly,  was  received  with  more  ill-temper  than  ever  5 
the  only  reply  made  to  it,  was  a  general  exclamation  : 
To  the  Chambers  /--• -and  accordingly  the  Orders  retired 

to 
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to  them,  and  dill  remain  there;  for  the  fittings  of  yef- 
terday,  and  of  Monday  were  null ;  and  they  ended  at 
three  o’clock,  the  Chambers  dill  affembled,  as  it  had 
been  agreed  to  in  retiring  to  them. 

By  letters  from  Rennes,  dated  the  loth  of  this  month, 
we  hear,  that  the  States  ademble  every  day  as  ineffec¬ 
tually,  from  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  till  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  always  feparate  with  the  Cham¬ 
bers  adembled,  without  doing  any  thing ;  that  the  No¬ 
bility  perfid  in  not  attending  to  any  other  deliberations, 
except  on  the  compofition  ;  and  that  the  two  other 
Orders,  perfid  in  not  acceding  to  this,  being  not  inclin¬ 
ed  to  agree  to  a  formal  demand  of  a  compofition  ;  that 
on  the  gth,  the  King’s  Commiffioners  had  fent  an  order 
to  the  Syndic  Attorney  General,  at  the  opening  of  the 
Affembly,  to  read  the  decree  of  the  Council  of  the  2d 
of  November,  ferving  as  an  anfwer  to  the  memorial  of 
the  grievances  upon  the  Vingtieme  ;  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done  :  that  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  without 
any  other  anfwer  or  deliberation,  adjourned  the  States 
for  the  next  day ;  that  this  had  been  done,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reprefentations  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes^ 
and  Count  Lannion,  who  were  defirous  that  this  decree 
Should  be  Submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Vingtieme ,  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the 
AiTembly,  and  make  their  observations  upon  it ;  that 
this  decree  contains  eight  articles,  which  determine  the 
form  of  the  declarations,  and  pronounces  double  and 
quadruple  penalties,  even  retrofpedtive,  for  the  years 
i75o,  1751  and  1752,  againft  thofe  who  Shall  hayp 
made  falSe  declarations. 

i 

Anfwer  of  the  States  of  Brit  any  to  the  King's  Com - 

miff  oners. 

“  THE  States  of  Britany  have  nothing  more  dear 
to  them  than  the  rights  of  franchife,  and  liberties  of 
their  country ;  they  cannot  in  honour  and  conference 
confent  to  any  encroachment  upon  thofe  rights  which 
their  anceftors  have  tranfmitted  to  them  as  the  moil 
precious  portion  of  their  inheritance. 
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“  The  moil  effential  of  thefe  rights  is,  that  no  levy 
of  money  can  be  let  on  foot  or  continued,  in  their 
country,  without  their  confent,  nor  beyond  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  that  confent.  This  fundamental  point  of  the 
conftitution  ol  their  government,  which  their  ancient 
Sovereigns,  at  their  coronation,  fwore  to  maintain,  and 
the  oblervance  ot  which  has  been  folemnly  promifed  in 
1532,  when  Britany  was  united  to  France  with  the 
confent  of  our  forefathers  ;  this  right,  acknowledged 
in  all  the  contracts  which  the  States  have  lince  palled 
with  the  Commiflioners  of  the  Kings,  predecelfors  of 
his  Majelly,  and  with  thofe  of  his  prefent  Majelly  like- 
wife,  has  been  violated  in  the  impofition  and  colle&ion 
of  the  Vingtieme ,  and  is, /evidently  threatened  with  fur¬ 
ther  encroachments  in  future. 

“  This  grievance  affedts  the  States  fo  fenfibly,  and 
it  is  a  matter  of  fo  much  importance  to  them  that  it 
fhould  be  redreffed,  that  it  makes  them  forget,  in  the 
prefent  moment,  every  thing  they  have  luffered  from 
the  adminilirators  of  the  Vingtieme ,  however  injurious 
that  may  have  been.  T.  hey  cannot  conceive  that  a 
Sovereign  fo  equitable  as  their  glorious  Monarch, 
fhould  wdli  to  annihilate  fo  authentic  a  right  ;  a  right, 
which  he  maintains  and  preferves  hirnfelf,  by  the  fo- 
lemn  promiles  he  makes  to  the  States,  in  the  contracts 
which  his  Commifiioners  pals  every  two  years  in  his 
name  with  them. 

1  hefe  States  deferve  the  more  that  this  right 
fhould  be  preferved  to  them,  as  they  themfelves  have 
made  it  yield,  as  much  as  polhble,  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  kingdom. ;  and  it  is  upon  the  fame  principles  that 
they  perfifh  in  offering  to  impofe  the  Vingtieme  upon 
themfelves,  and  to  raife,  till  the  holding  of  the  fub- 
fequent  States,  in  two  years  hence,  upon  the  funds  ap¬ 
propriated  to  the  Dixieme ,  the  fum  of  nine  hundred 
thoufand  livres  *  per  annum,  and  to  tranfmit  this  fum 
to  the  finking  fund,  as  the  amount  of  this  compofi- 
tion  ;  which  they  cannot  agree  to  upon  any  other 
terms  .  every  other  mode  of  levying  this  tax  being  too 
oppremve  to  the  people  of  Britany  ! 

Letter 

Thirty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds* 
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u  ^  E  are  at  the  laft  gaip,  and  nothing  but  a  mira* 
ei  cie  can  lave  us.  Yelleiday  morning,  at  the  open- 
**  °f  the  Aflembly,  the  King’s  Commiffioners,  fig- 
nihed  to  the  States,  by  the  Syndic  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral,  the  fubjoined  order  of  his  Majefty,  with  an  in¬ 
junction  to  read,  to  regifter,  and  to  execute  it,  ac- 
Ci  cording  to  its  form  and  tenour,  under  pain  of  difo~ 
obedience.  The  order  being  read,  two  hours  were 
paffed  in  dreadtul  coniufion,  a  great  number  of  the 
u  Order  o:  the  Nobility  infligating'  each  other  to  go 
out  ot  the  Affembly,  and  all  of  them  were  relolved 
not  to  regifler  it.  In  the  mid  ft  of  this  tumult — 
“  when  the  representations  of  the  Prefidents,  concern¬ 
ing  the  retpeCt  and  obedience  due  to  an  order 
from  the  King,  Signified  to  them  with  the  mofl  au- 
s<  thentic  form  and  authority,  could  not  be  heard,  or 
“  not  attended  to— the  Commonalty  demanded  the 
‘  Chambers,  and  the  Clergy  being  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion,  they  withdrew  to  them  ;  and  there,  after  hav¬ 
ing  refilled  all  the  conferences  and  infinuations  of 
44  the  Nobility— -who  wanted  to  engage  them  to  fend 
ii  a  deputation  to  his  Maje fly’s  CommifTioners,  to  in- 
<£  treat  them  to  withdraw  the  King’s  order— -the  Coin- 
mondty  fent  in  their  opinion  to  regifler  it.  The 
<c  Clergy  waited  for  a  long  while,  to  give  the  Order 
of  the  Nobility  time  to  lend  in  their  opinion  ;  but 
“  after  having  waited  in  vain  till  Seven  o’clock,  they 
i(  lent  their  own,  which  was  the  fame  as  that  of  the 
Commonalty,  to  regifler  the  order;  and  at  nine 
£<  o’clock  the  three  Orders  agreed  to  withdraw  reci- 
“  procally,  the  Chambers  flill  continuing  affembled. 
£<  God  only  knows  what  will  be  the  event  of  this 
£(  to-day.” 

“  At  the  meeting  of  Friday,  the  Biflaop  of  Rennes 
£:  propofed  to  withdraw  into  the  chambers,  to  deli- 
€S  beiate  upon  the  decree  of  Council  ot  the  fecond  of 
“  this  month,  and  accordingly  demanded  the  Cham- 
<c  bers.  The  Commonalty  were  of  the  fame  opinion, 
c£  and  went  there.  But  the  Order  of  the  Nobility  per- 
?<  filled  m  fixing  the  bufmefs  to  the  general  objedt  of 
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e‘  the  Vingtieme ,  without  making  mention  of  the  de- 
6i  cree  of  Council.  A  memorial  was,  however,  read 
in  thet)rder  of  Nobility,  containing  oblervations  on 
the  difpofitions  of  the  laid  decree  ;  which  tended  to 
prove,  that,  far  from  redrefilng  our  grievances,  it 
increafed  them  ;  and  the  Clergy,  on  their  part,  are 
employed  on  the  fame  objedt,  and  are  alfo  inclined 
to  find  obfiacles  and  great  difficulties  in  the  execu- 
“  tion  ol  the  laid  decree.  But  the  events  of  the  day 
“  'before  have  prevented  any  thing  being  done  upon 
“  this  matter.  The  opinion  of  the  Commonalty  had 
“  been,  to  fend  the  laid  decree  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Fingtieme ,  in  order  that  the  obfervations  they 
might  make  upon  it  Hiould  be  lent  by  deputation  to 
the  King’s  Commifiioners,  alter  they  had  been  ap- 
“  proved  of  in  the  Affembly.” 

By  the  King’s  Command. 

“  The  King  being  informed,  that  by  an  abufe 
which  has  been  introduced  in  the  States  ol  Britany, 
one  ol  the  Orders,  being  defirous  of  hindering  any 
deliberation  upon  the  affairs  fignified  to  the  States, 
reiuied  to  give  any  opinion  ;  lo  that  the  dilpatch  of 
the  faici  affairs  is  entnely  flopped  :  and  his  Majefty, 
wmiing to  refoim  an  abuie  as  injurious  to  his  lervice 
as  to  tne  real  intereil  ol  the  province,  hath  com¬ 
manded,  and  doth  command,  that  each  of  the  faid 
thiee  Orders  fliall  deliberate,  and  give  their  opinion 
without  any  delay,  upon  all  the  faid  affairs,  of  what¬ 
ever  nature  they  may  be ;  and  as  loon  as  one  of  the 
laid  Orders  fliall  have  given  their  opinion,  the  two 
others  fliail  be  ooliged  to  give  theirs  within  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  without  any  regard  to  the  rank  which 
it  may  have  been  cudomary  to  have  been  obferved 
amongd  thenilelves  in  giving  it  ;  the  whole  on  pain 
of  eld  obedience.  And  in  cafe  one  of  the  laid  two 
Orders,  which  may  have  delayed  in  giving  their  opi¬ 
nion,  fliould  retufe  to  give  it  in  the  lour-and-twenty 
hours,  his  Majefty’s-pleafure  is,  that  as  this  refufal 
<<  C9n  COphdered  as  an  opinion  contrary  to 

-  tha£  ot  £he  two  other  Orders,  the  deliberation  fliall 
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44  be  and  remain  formed  by  the  plurality  of  the  two 
<£  Orders  againil  one  ;  and,  as  fuch,  infer^d  in  the 
4t  register,  and  Signed  by  the  Prelidents  of  the  three 
Orders.  .  [  his  his  MajeSty  will  have  executed,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  protefls,  oppositions,  and  other  a£ts 
“  ot  refinance  ;  which  from  this  prefent  time  he  de- 
“  dares  null  and  of  no  effedt.  Neverthelefs,  his  Ma- 
“  jelly  does  not  mean,  that  one  of  the  faid  Orders  re- 
tuling  to  give  their  opinion,  the  deliberation  Should 
“  be  ^considered  as  formed  by  the  Suffrages  ot  the  two 
“  other  Orders,  in  thofe  cafes,  wherein,  according  to 
the  regulations  of  the  faid  States,  the  deliberations 
iC  cannot  be  formed  but  by  the  Suffrages  of  the  three 
6C  Orders.  ^  His  Majefty  enjoins  his  Commissioners  to 
4£  the  laid  States,  to  caule  the  prefent  order  to  be  read 
6i  in  their  Affembly,  to  have  it  tranfcribed  upon  the 
44  regiller  oS  their  deliberations,  and  to  attend  ftridlly 
44  to  the  execution  of  it.  Done  at  Fontainebleau ,  the 
“  24th  of  Odtober  1752. 

“  (Signed)  Lewis. 

44  And  lower  down,  Phelippeaux.” 

By  letters  from  Britany  of  the  15th  we  learn,  that 
the  Nobility  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  engage  the 
Clergy  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  King  s  Commissi¬ 
oners,  to  communicate  their  observations  to  them,  up¬ 
on  the  decree  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  and  to  draw 
a  conclulion  Irom  them  ; — that,  being  employed  toge¬ 
ther  upon  this  principal  affair  of  the  Affembly,  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  King  had  arrived  unfeafonably  ;  but  that 
the  Clergy  would  not  Submit  to  it,  and  the  Nobility 
had  deputed  four  of  their  members  to  intreat  the  King's 
Commissioners  to  withdraw  this  order  ; — that  the  Duke 
de  Chaulnes  anfwered  them,  with  a  great  deal  of  po- 
litenefs,  that  their  demand  could  not  be  complied  with; 
— that  the  marks  of  good-will,  with  which  this  an- 
fwer  was  Softened,  made  the  Nobility  receive  it  with 
good  temper  ; — that  Count  Lannion  went  to  the  Duke 
himfelf,  and  received  the  fame  anfwer,  accompanied 
with  much  regret  on  the  part  of  M,  de  Chaulnes,  not 
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to  be  able  to  fbew  them  this  civility  ^  that  on  Monday 
morning,  the  Duke  de  Chauines,  and  the  King's  Coin- 
miffioners,  fignified  to  the  Affembly,  that  they  would 
come  there  ; — that  the  Duke  de  Chauines  having  taken 
his  place,  putting  his  hat  on,  and  being  feated,  faid, 
that  having  been  informed  that  the  King’s  order  had 
not  been  regiftered,  he  was  come  to  have  it  regiftered 
in  his  prefence  :  he  caufed  it  to  be  read  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary,  infcribed  in  the  regifter  of  deliberations,  and 
figned  by  the  Prefidents  of  the  three  Orders,  and  had 
a  copy  of  it  tranfcribed  for  him  immediately  that 
Count  Lannion  had  prevailed  upon  the  Order  of  No¬ 
bility,  to  behave  with  refped  and  filence,  and  they 
ftridly  kept  to  it,  as  well  as  the  two  other  Orders  ; — 
that  after  the  departure  of  the  King’s  Commiffioners, 
the  Order  of  the  Nobility  adopted  different  opinions, 
but  without  tumult,  to  remonftrate  to  the  King  upon 
the  laid  order  ; — that  on  the  14th  in  the  morning,  this 
plan  of  remonftrances  was  read  to  the  Affembly,  and 
approved  of  by  the  three  Orders,  which  directed  that 
they  fhould  be  infcribed  upon  the  regifter,  and  carried 
by  a  deputation  to  the  King’s  Commiffioners,  who  were 
to  be  folicited  to  fupport  them  with  their  good  offices; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  The  objedt  of  the  re¬ 
monftrances  is,  to  afcertain  the  right  of  the  States  to 
enjoy  the  interior  mconomy  of  their  deliberations,  and 
of  their  regulations,  and  to  fhew  that  the  King’s  or¬ 
der  could  have  no  other  motive  than  to  take  that  right 
from  them,  which  his  Majefty’s  goodnefs  induces  them 
not  to  feary  or  that  of  punifhing  them  for  the  abufe 
of  it,  of  which  they  endeavour  to  juftify  themfelves 
that  on  the  15th  they  were  in  the  Chambers  affem- 
bled,  at  the  going  off  of  the  poll,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  the  decree  of  Council  of  the  2d  of  this 
month. 

We  hear  from  Britany,  that  the  States  affembled 
the  15th,  had  retired  into  the  Chambers  to  deliberate 
upon  the  plan  of  fixing  the  object  of  their  grievances  ; 
—that  after  fome  debates  it  was  -agreed,  that,  with¬ 
out  loling  time  upon  the  object  of  the  compofition,  or 
upon  the  adminiftration,  the  Preftdents  fhould  tacitly 
confer  with  the  King  s  Commiffioners,  in  order  that 
*  III.  M  their 
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their  anfwer  might  be  deliberated  Upon  the  next  day  ; 
— that  the  Duke  de  Chatlines,  as  the  only  anfwer  to 
the  Prefidents,  had  fhewn  them  three  letters,  one  from 
the  King,  another  from  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  and 
the  laft  from  M.  de  St.  Florentin,  which  exprefsly  forbade 
him  to  Men  to  any  thing  more  about  the  affair  of  the 
Vingtieme ,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever ;  but  that, 
notwithftanding  this,  he  would  take  upon  himfelf  to 
write  about  it,  if  the  States  fent  him  a  deputation  for 
this  purpofe,  being'perfuaded  that  his  Majefty  had  only 
refufed  to  allow  Britany  to  compound,  becaufe  no  other 
province  of  the  States  had  obtained  this  privilege  ;  that 
the  inftance  of  Languedoc  made  him  hope  he  fhould 
obtain  for  the  States  the  fame  adminiftration  of  the 
Vingtieme  as  that  province  had  ; — that  this  anfwer  did 
not  in  the  leaft  fatisfy  the  Nobility — who  declared, 
they  would  not  afk  for  nor  adopt  any  other  plan  of 
adminiftration  than  that  which  the  States  ftiould  have 
judged  capable  to  redrefs  their  grievances.  Upon  which 
the  three  Orders  appointed  Deputies  from  each  of 
them,  to  agree  upon  the  principal  points  of  the  plan 
of  adminiftration,  and  to  draw  up  the  articles,  which 
were  fixed  to  the  number  of  fix  ; — that  it  was  decided 
by  the  States,  that  the  Deputies  who  had  drawn  up 
thefe  articles,  ftiould  go  to  M.  de  Chaulnes,  in  order 
to  confer  with  him  upon  them,  without,  however,  en¬ 
tering  into  any  engagement,  till  after  they  had  them- 
felves  made  their  report  to  the  States  of  the  delibera¬ 
tions  taken  in  confequence  ;  that  thofe  Deputies  hav¬ 
ing  hid  before  M.  de  Chaulnes  the  defire,  and  the  rea- 
fons  of  the  Afiembly  for  obtaining  an  adminiftration  of 
the  Vingtieme  which  might  redrefs  their  grievances,  he 
had  ftiewed  them  the  fame  letters  as  before,  and  that 
the  only  reafon  which  could  authorize  him  to  liften, 
and  to  propofe  any  demand  from  them  upon  the  iub- 
jedt  of  the  Vingtieme ,  and  which  he  would  take  upon 
himfelf  if  the  States  made  the  propofal  to  him,  was  to 
fupplicate  his  Majefty  to  grant  them  the  fame  admi¬ 
niftration  of  the  Vingtieme ,  which  his  Majefty  had 
granted  to  the  States  of  Languedoc  ;  that  he  could  do 
nothing  more  ;  and  that  he  exhorted  the  Chiefs,  to 

reheat  upon  the  danger  of  infilling  upon  any  thing 

further  ; 
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further ;  and  that  he  had  given  way  only  to  the  re¬ 
peated  folicitations  of  the  Deputies,  that  he  would 
liften  to  the  plan  of  their  adminiftration  ; — that  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  this  anfwer,  when  reported  to  the 
Aftembly  on  the  1  7 th,  would  rekindle  in  the  Order  of 
the  Nobility  that  flame  which  had  raged  with  great 
violence  the  day  before. 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  19th,  we  learn, 
that  ML  de  Chaulnes’  anfwer  had  not  fatisfied  the  No¬ 
bility,  but  that,  notwithftanding,  they  had  heard  it 
with  better  temper  than  was  expe&ed  ;  and  that,  upon 
the  reprefentations  of  the  Prefidents  of  the  three  Or¬ 
ders,  who  had  informed  them,  that  this  was  the  only 
mode  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  had  the  power  to  take 
upon  himfelf,  the  States  had  agreed  to  fend  a  deputa¬ 
tion  to  the  Duke,  to  intreat  him  to  write,  in  confor¬ 
mity  to.  his  anfwer,  and  to  know  what  treatment  Bri- 
tany  might  expert,  in  relation  to  her  unhappy  fituati- 
on,  to  her  rights,  and  the  difference  in  the  nature  of 
her  property,  in  order  that,  upon  the  anfwer  from  the 
Court,  communicated  to  the  Affembly,  the  States 
might  follow  the  meafures  they  thought  moft  proper  ; 

that  accordingly  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  had  fent  off 
a  Courier,  whofe  return  was  expected  on  Tuefday 
evening.;-— that  the  reft  of  the  fitting  was  taken  up  in 
continuing  the  report  of  the  intermediate  Committee  5 
—that  the  Bifliop  of  Rennes  made  a  report  of  three 
matters  concerning  the  five  larger  farms,  and  upon 
which  they  had  determined  ; — that  they  might  have 
continued  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  two  other  Com¬ 
mittees,  but  that  the  Nobility  had  oppofed  this  ; — and 
that  it  appeared  no  other  report  would  be  made  till 
the  return  of  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes’s  Courier. 

.  letters  from  Rennes,  dated  the  22d,  we  are 

informed,  that  no  other  bufinefs  had  been  done  fince 
Sunday,  but  to  continue  the  report  of  the  intermediate 
Committee,  from  which  fome  few  articles  of  little  im¬ 
portance  had  been  extradfed,  which  had  been  delibe¬ 
rated  upon  ; — that  the  contents  of  the  news  arrived 
the  day  before  from  Court,  were  not  yet  known, 
though  it  had  tranfpired  that  they  were  unfavourable  ; 
—that  the  courier  extraordinary  was  expedted,  who 

M  z  was 
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was  to  arrive  in  the  evening,  and  bring  the  anfwer 
back. 

The  write  from  Rennes  of  the  24th,  that  the  King’s 
Commiffioners  had  entered,  the  day  before,  into  the 
Affembly  of  the  States  ; — that  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes 
had  caufed  to  be  read  and  regiftered  there  three  letters, 
one  from  the  King,  which  forbids,  upon  any  pretence 
whatever,  all  remonftrances  upon  the  fubjed  of  the 
V ingtieme,  his  Majefty  having  pronounced  definitively 
upon  that  matter,  in  his  decree  of  Council  of  the  2d 
of  this  month,  upon  penalty  of  difobedience ;  another 
from  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  who  fignifies,  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  the  diffatisfadion  of  the  King  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  condud  of  the  States,  and  orders  that  they 
iliould  be  feparated,  upon  the  fil'd  refufal  they  fhall 
make  of  deliberating,  at  the  end  of  four-and-twenty 
hours  ;  that  his  Majefty  condefcends,  by  favour,  to 
grant  them  the  fame  adminiftration  upon  the  Vi  ng  tie  me, 
as  he  had  juft  granted  to  the  States  of  Languedoc  :  the 
laft  letter,  from  M.  de  St.  Florentin,  explains  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  the  King,  refpeding  his  Majefty ’s  order  of 
the  24th  of  Odober  laft,  the  execution  of  which  is  or¬ 
dered  in  perpetuity,  and  in  cafe  of  oppofition,  the  Af- 
fembly  is  to  be  feparated.  The  Duke,  after  having 
made  the  Prefidents  fign  thefe  letters,  had  ordered  a 
copy  of  them  to  be  taken  ;  and  that  every  thing  had 
paffed  in  the  moft  profound  filence  on  the  part  of  the 
States— that  after  the  Commiffioners  were  gone  out, 
fieveral  of  the  Nobility  had  propcfed,  as  their  only  re- 
four  ce  in  the  prefent  conjundure,  to  draw  a  verbal 
procefs  of  the  proceedings  of  the  States  fince  the  open¬ 
ing  of  them,  and  afterwards  to  defire  M.  de  Chaulnes 
to  clofe  them  ;  but  that  the  majority  of  the  States  had 
formally  oppofed  this  propofal  ; — that  the  Bifihop  of 
Rennes,  having  attempted  to  fiiew,  in  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  pathetic  terms,  the  danger  and  ill  confequences  of 
the  leaft  refiftance  to  the  King’s  will,  this  had  occafi- 
oned  the  moft  violent  tumult ;  and  that,  in  order  to 
put  an  end  to  it,  the  retiring  to  the  Chambers  had  been 
demanded,  to  continue  the  report  of  the  affairs  al¬ 
ready  begun  :  affairs  of  lit  tie  importance. 


November 
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November  2 6.  The  lad  felfion  has  been  as  tumul¬ 
tuous  as  the  preceding  ones.  The  propofal  made  there 
by  the  King’s  Commiffioners,  to  proceed  to  fettle  the 
new  leafe  of  the  farms,  met  with  the  warmed  oppofi- 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  Nobility  ;  arid  to  calm  this  heat, 
.all  the  eloquence  and  firmnefs  of  the  Biihop  of  Rennes 
was  neceffary,  as  well  as  all  the  flexibility  and  addrels 
of  Count  Lannion.  They  have  had  ample  occafion  to 
exert  and  to  difplay  their  talents,  from  the  acrimony 
that  prevailed  in  the  AfTembly  ;  which  perhaps  they 
may  foften  fo  far  as  to  induce  them  to  obey  the  order 
of  the  Kina’s  Commiflioners. 

November  29.  After  feveral  debates  upon  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  terms  of 
the  leafes,  it  was  agreed  to  depute  to  the  King’s  Com- 
mifiioners,  to  afk  their  approbation  of  the  alterations 
which  the  States  meant  to  make  in  the  prefent  leafe. 
The  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  after  having  confulted  with 
the  other  Commiffioners  upon  the  two  alterations  which 
'were  the  fubjedt  of  difpute,  foftened  the  fird,  which 
confided  in  communicating  to  the  parties  concerned, 
the  verbal  proceffes  in  cafes  of  rebellion,  before  they 
were  brought  into  a  Court  of  juftice  ;  but  he  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  the  fecond,  which  was,  that  the  States 
fhould  be  allowed  to  fix  the  price  of  brandy.  Two 
other  deputations  fent  to  the  Commilfioners  upon  the 
fame  fubjedt,  upon  the  folicitations  of  the  Nobility, 
have  been  equally  unfuccefsful.  The  Duke  de  Chaulnes 
has  proceeded,  upon  his  own  authority,  to  the  fird 
proclamation  of  the  leafe  by  the  Heralds  of  the  States  ; 
the  refufal  of  being  allowed  to  fix  the  price  of  brandy, 
has  thrown  the  Nobility  into  fuch  a  rage,  that  the  en- 
fuing  feffion  will  mod  probably  be  rendered  null  by  it, 
as  the  two  preceding  ones. 

In  the  AfTembly  of  the  States  of  the  id  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  farm  of  the  duties,  after  many  debates  among 
the  three  Orders,  has  been  adjudged  to  M.  Daucour, 
at  four  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  livres  *,  not- 
withdanding  the  menaces  and  proteds  on  the  part  of 

thirty 

*  One  hundred  and  eighty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred 
pou  nds. 
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thirty  of  the  members,  who  were  of  an  opinion  con* 
trary  to  this  determination,  under  pretence  that  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  paffed  till  after  the  terms  had 
been  depolited  in  the  Secretary’s  office. 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  3d  of  December, 
we  learn,  that  the  feffions  have  been  very  tumultuous, 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  proclamations  made  againft  the 
Will  of  the  States,  and  of  the  advanced  prices  received  ; 
againft  which  the  Nobility  wanted  to  proteft  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  declaring  the  proclamations  made,  the 
advanced  prices  received,  and  the  alignments  that 
might  follow,  abfolutely  null,  and  expofing  all  the  in¬ 
fringements  that  had  been  made  in  the  prefen t  feffion, 
upon  the  rights,  liberties  and  franchifes  of  the  province; 
but  that  the  Church  had  endeavoured  to  foften  mat¬ 
ters  as  much  as  poffible,  and  at  length  brought  the 
States  to  content  to  the  following  determination. 

“  THE  States,  perceiving  that  the  proclamation, 
and  the  fetting  up  of  the  farms  to  fale,  have  been 
made  before  the  terms  were  depofited  in  the  Sec re- 
“  tary’s  office,  againft  the  difpotition  of  Article  III. 
“  chap.  vii.  of  the  regulation  of  1687,  and  without 
“  oblerving  the  intervals  prefcribed  by  the  faid  regula- 
“  tion,  proteft  againft  the  form  in  which  thefe  procla- 
ii  mations  have  been  made  ;  and  accordingly  charge 
**  the  Syndic  Attorney  General,  and  the  Deputies  in 
4<  Court  to  attend,  that  in  future  the  faid  regulation 
u  fhall  be  obferved  according  to  its  form  and  tenour.” 

The  fecond  advanced  price,  which  was  fettled  by 
the  King’s  Commiffioners,  was  adjudged  to  M.  Darig- 
non  for  five  millions  *,  and  againft  the  wifh  of  all  the 
Nobility,  the  major  part  of  whom  withdrew.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this,  it  had  been  propofed,  on  the  part  of  the 
Commiffioners,  to  deliberate  upon  different  gratifica¬ 
tions  to  be  granted ;  among  others,  15,000  livres  f  to 
the  Duke,  and  as  much  to  the  Duchefs  de  Chaulnes. 
The  Nobility  oppofed  the  entering  into  any  delibera¬ 
tion  on  this  fubjedt. 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  8th,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  that  the  decree  of  Council  for  the  adminiftra- 

tion 

*  Upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
f  Six  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds. 
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tion  of  the  Vingtieme  was  not  yet  arrived ;  and  that  the 
States  appeared  very  impatient  for  it. 

That  in  their  laft  buiinefs,  they  had  granted  ieverai 
penfions,  and  bought  a  ftallion  of  Limoges  for  the  fluds 
of  the  Bifhopric  of  Quimper,  at  1,500  livres  *. 

That  on  theThurfday  morning,  the  Duke  Chaulnes, 
alone  and  without  guards,  according  to  cuftom,  had 
come  into  the  AfTembly,  to  recommend,  in  the  name 
of  his  moft  Serene  Highnefs,  the  Duke  of  Penthievre, 
the  Bifliop  of  Vannes,  the  Marquis  de  la  Riviere,  and 
M.  du  Bodan,  Mayor  of  Vannes,  for  the  deputation 
to  the  Court ;  the  Abbe  Cue,  the  Marquis  de  la  Mai- 
fons,  and  M.  Kerebar  Senechal  de  Leon,  for  the  depu¬ 
tation  to  the  Chamber  of  Accounts.  *1  lie  States  with¬ 
drew  into  the  chambers  to  deliberate,  and  they  delibe¬ 
rated  at  the  fame  time  upon  the  continuation  of  their 
Treafurer  in  his  employment ;  upon  which  the  opinion 
of  the  three  Orders  was  unanimous. 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  ol  the  10th,  we  learn, 
that  M.  de  Lorgeril,  Dean  of  the  Nobility,  had  been 
elected  Prefident  of  that  Order  :  .  and  that  the  States 
had  deliberated  upon  the  granting  of  extraordinary 
gratuities  to  the  Prelidents  ol  the  Orders,  to  indemnify 
them  for  the  extraordinary  expences  of  their  table  ; 
and  that  a  gratuity  of  95,°°°  livres  I'  bad  been  grant¬ 
ed  for  this  purpofe,  beftdes  the  40,000  livres  %  uiually 
allowed  to  the  Prefidents :  that  the  cuftomary  gratui¬ 
ties  had  alfo  been  granted  to  the  Syndics  Attornies  Ge¬ 
neral,  and  an  extraordinary  gratuity  of  6,000  livres  § 
to  the  Count  de  Quelen. 

That  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes  intreated  the  States  to 
take  in  good  part  the  refufal  he  thought  himfelf  ob¬ 
liged  to  make,  of  the  gratuity  of  30,000  livres  they 
had  granted  ;  and  M.  de  Chaulnes  refufed,  with  a  great 
deal  of politenefs,  the  15,000  livres**  which  the  States 
had  offered  him  in  tehimony  of  their  gratitude,  his  poll 

not 

*  About  fixty  guineas. 

•j'  Near  four  thoufand  pounds. 

4  Between  one  and  two  thouiand  pounds* 

§  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

One  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

**  Six  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds. 
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not  allowing  him  to  accept  of  this  prefent  without  an 
Older  from  the  King. 

rleTfat  °f '39,240  livres  f  was  fet¬ 

tled  tor  die  bufinefs  of  the  King’s  ftatue,  which  M.  fe 

t'.^yne  is  comnuffioned  to  make;  and  the  different 

penhons  vacant  were  difpofed  of  in  favour  of  the  mi- 
iitary  Cadets. 


That  the  Commonalty  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  M. 
Due  os  againft  the  Order  of  the  Nobility,  who  had  re- 
fu.ed  to  join  him  to  the  Deputies  in  Court  to  take  care 
ol  the  bufmefs  of  the  King’s  ftatue,  as  he  had  been  af- 
lociated  witn  tnem  in  the  feffions  of  1744,  1748,  and 

17  50,  in  which  he  was  perfonally  charged  to  compofe 
tne  mlcription.  r 

By  the  letters  from  Rennes  of  the  1 3th,  the  Com- 
nnmoners  have  again  propofed  the  regiifering  of  the 
tour  decrees  of  Council  in  queftion.  The  States  have 
not  agreed  to  this  propofaT,  and  it  has  tranipired,  that 
the  Commiffioners  are  to  go  to  the  Affiembly,  to  en- 
lorce  the  regiftering  of  thefe  decrees.  The  Clergy  and 
the  Commonalty  having  been  of  opinion  to  fet  a  part 
a  fund  of  600,000  livres  f  for  the  high  roads,  the  Bi- 
lliop  of  Rennes  has  announced  this  decifion,  in  the 
nudft  of  the  greateft .  tumult,  and  the  Nobility  have 
protefted  that  the  decihon  was  null,  on  account  of  the 
want  of  unanimity  in  the  three  Orders. 

From  Rennes,  the  15th.  The  States  have  commif¬ 
fioned  their  deputies  in  Court,  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
from,  the  King  terms  which  they  mean  to  alk  for,  re¬ 
jecting  the  high  roads,  for  which  a  fum  of  600*000 
livres  has  been  decreed. 

The  King’s  Commiffioners  came  into  the  Affiembly 
on  Wednefday,  where  the  Duke  de  Chaulnes  cauf- 
ed  to  be  regillered,  in  his  prefence,  the  four  de¬ 
crees  which  the  States  had  rejected.  After  their  de¬ 
parture,  the  Nobility  exclaimed  violently  againft  this 
regiftry,  and  refolved  to  commiffion  the  Deputy  and 
Syndic  Attorney  General  to  form  an  oppofition  to  the 
laid  decrees,  and  to  repair  to  Court,  after  the  doling  of 
the  States,  to  make  remonftrances  to  the  Kin?  upon 
this  fubjed.  * 


After 

4*  Near  fix  thoufand  pounds. 

T  Twenty-five  thoufand  pounds> 
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After  this  the  Syndic  Attorney  General  caufed  the 
decree  of  Council  to  be  read,  concerning  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  Vingtieme ,  which  contains  five  articles. 
As  it  was  late,  the  deliberation  was  poftponed  to  the 
next  day  ;  and,  in  order  to  appoint  the  Commiffioners 
of  this*  Committee,  the  Nobility  obliged  on  this  day 
the  States  to  take  the  opinions  by  fcrutiny  ;  and  there 
was  a  majority  of  107  votes  againft  28,  to  rejedl  the 
adminiftration,  as  infufficient  to  remedy  the  total  ruin 
of  the  province,  and  even  to  refufe  their  confent  to  the 
impofition  of  the  Vingtieme.  The  Orders  being  all  of 
different  opinions  in  the  AffembJy,  the  deliberation  up¬ 
on  them  has  been  poftponed  to  the  morrow  ;  but  the 
refolute  oppofition  of  the  Nobility  does  not  permit  us' 
to  hope  for  any  good  fuccefs. 

The  Nobility  perfifting  in  their  opinion,  and  the 
other  two  Orders  not  agreeing  upon  theirs,  the  Com¬ 
monalty  and  the  Church  were  defirous  that  there 
iliould  be  no  decifion  ;  but  the  Nobility,  pretending 
that  the  rejection  of  the  adminiftration  would  follow  of 
courfe,  infifted,  that  of  the  three  different  opinions, 
theirs  ought  to  have  the  afcendant,  and  to  form  the 
decition,  not  only  to  rejedt  the  adminiftration,  but  alfo 
to  refufe  their  confent  to  the  impofition  of  the  tax. 
The  fefiion  was  obliged  to  be  doled,  and  the  Syndic 
Attorney  General  returned  to  the  King’s  Commiftion- 
ers  the  decree  of  the  adminiftration,  which  they  took 
back  on  the  1 6th.  The  Nobility,  ftill  perfifting  in  the 
fame  principles, Teemed  as  if  they  would  not  yield  ;  but 
at  length  they  gave  way,  and  agreed  to  the  propofal 
of  inferting  _  the  three  opinions  in  the  regifter,  adding 
to  them  the  following  words  :  “  Accordingly,  the 

“  States  have  CQmmiifioned  the  Syndic  Attorney  Ge- 
“  neral  to  return  to  the  King’s  Commillioners  the  de- 
u  cree  of  Council  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  and  the 
“  document  fubjoined  to  it.” 

The  Committee  for  the  poll-tax  are  to  make  their 
report,  upon  which  the  States  are  to  deliberate  whe¬ 
ther  they  will  accept  of  a  compofition  or  not. 

The  iaft  fittings  of  the  Affembly  of  the  States  of 
Britany  have  been  more  or  lefs  tumultuous,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature-  of  the  objects  they  have  had  to  dif- 

M  5  cufs. 
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been  til  he/ of  little  confequence,  no  notice  lias 

bflbv  1  ^  °  i  hem’  Let  11  fuffice  t0  %>  that  No- 
lty  have  always  maintained  their  fyftem,  and  they 

have  acceded  only  by  compnlfion  to  the  decifions  that 

vere  contrary  to  their  lenfe  of  things.  They  have 

oi awn  up  a  memorial,  in  form  of  remonftrances  to  the 

mg,  which  the  Deputies  in  Court  are  commiffioned 

to  prelent,  and  the  minute  of  which  has  been  depoftted 

m  the  office.  It  was  reckoned,  that  the  States  might 

have  been  clofed  on  the  2 1  ft  in  the  evening  ;  but  the 

e  ion  having  ended  too  late,  this  cannot  be  till  the 
23d  of  this  month. 

At  length,  information  has  been  received,  that  the 
fates  ad  been  doled  on  the  23d,  with  a  proteft  on 
e  part  of  the  Nobility,  again#  all  that  has  been 
one  contrary  to^their  opinions  and  privileges.  .  The 
p  u.  e  an<^  -Duchefs  de  Chaulnes,  returned  yefterday  to 


Lift  of  thofe  of  the  Nobility  of  Britavy ,  <vuho  ha<ve  Letters 
0/Cacaet,  and  the  Place  of  their  Confinement* 

M.  andJMadame  de  Pyre,  at  Saintes. 

M.  de  Kerfaufon,  at  IiToire  at  Auvergne. 

M.  de  le  Bernerais,  at  Angouleme. 

M.  de  Kerquefec,  at  Ganat,  in  Bourbonnois. 

M.  de  Keratrice,  at  IBigny,  in  Normandy. 

M.  de  Begas,  his  uncle,  at  Vitoux,  in  Burgundy. 

M.  de  Begas,  his  nephew,  at  Gueret,  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  la  Marche. 

M.  du  Lattay  St.  Peon,  at  Nevers. 

M.  Duthoya  Baron,  Senefchal  of  Quintin,  at  Mont- 
morillon,  in  Poitou. 

M.  de  Vavincourt,  at  the  Mount  St.  Michel. 

M.  Defchard,  to  the  Charitains,  at  Pontorfbn. 

M.  Bedogere,  at  Angouleme. 

MelTieurs  de  Troufier,  de  Langourla,  de  Sceaux,  and 
]e  Mantier,  are  to  he  confined,  and  conducted,  as  the 
two  preceding  gentlemen,  into  caftles,  by  the  Mar- 
iflialfea,  and  at  their  own  expences. 

It  is  not  known  where  the  Bifhop  of  Rennes  has  re¬ 
ceived  order  to  remain,  in  his  biocefe. 


Np.  III. 
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Abridgment  of  the  Life  of  Lewis  Mandrin  *,  Captain 
of  a  Band' of  Smugglers  ;  with  an  ex  ad  Account  of 
his  being  taken ,  and  of  the  Execution  of  his  Sen¬ 
tence. 

T  EW IS  MANDRIN ,  of  an  obfcure  family,  born 
at  Saint  Etienne  de  Saint-Geoirs ,  a  village  near 
the  coaft  of  Saint  Andre,  in  Dauphine,  entered  into 
the  fervice  in  France,  as  foon  as  he  was  old  enough 
,  to  carry  a  mufket.  He  deferted.  He  foon  re-entered 
the  kingdom,  where  two  of  his  brothers  and  he  took 
to  coining.  Being  purfued,  and  thrown  into  prifon  at 
Grenoble,  one  of  them  was  hanged,  another  fent  to 
the  galleys.  Mandrin  alone  efcaped  ;  he  was  never- 
thelefs  condemned,  it  is  faid,  for  non-appearance,  to 
the  gallows.  Finding  himfelf  outlawed,  and  not  know¬ 
ing  what  to  do,  he  turned  iockey,  which  employment 
he  followed  fome  years  ;  but  having  committed  a  mur¬ 
der,  he  was  again  condemned  to  be  broken  upon  the 
wheel,  by  a  decree  of  the  Parliament  of  Grenoble. 
Pie  afterwards  became  a  Captain  of  Smugglers,  a  fet  of 
vagabonds,  outlawed  as  he  was.  His  extortions,  the 
murders,  and  other  crimes  which  he  continued  for  near 
two  years,  are  made  public  in  the  fentence  pronounced 
againft  him  at  Valentia,  the  24th  of  May  1755. 

Mandrin,  with  Saint-Pierre,  brother  to  his  Major,  and 
five  or  fix  more  of  his  people,  were  furprifed  in  the  night 
from  the  10th  to  the  nth  of  May,  by  the  Clerks  of 
the  farms  of  the  Dauphiny,  who  had  difguifed  them- 
felves  :  he  did  not  make  the  leaf;  refiftance  ;  and  they 
condu&ed  him  to  Valer^oix,  with  a  ftrong  efcort. 

The 

*  This  piece  has  been  Written  by  order  of  Government,  to 
make  it  believed  that  Mandrin  was  not  taken  up  by  the  King’s 
troops,  and  that  this  was  done  without  the  coufent  cf  the 
Court 
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The  fiift  four  days  every  body  was  permitted  to 
..Peak  to  the  prifoner  :  he  anfwered  with  tolerable  po- 
hteneis  all  the  queftions  that  were  afked  him,  when  not 
l ndil creet ;  .at  other  times,  he  anfwered  bluntly,  efpe- 
cially  to  the  Monks  and  Ecclefiaftics  ;  but  he  did  this 
on  y  when  he  was  in  liquor.  1VI.  Levet  had  given  or¬ 
ders  to  give  him  whatever  he  ihould  a/k  for.  It  is 
mile,  that  Mandrin  ipoke  infolently  to  him  ;  very  far 
Tom  it,  he  always  /hewed  him  a  great  deal  of  refpett. 
He  was  examined  every  morning  and  evening.  He  was 
confronted  with  two  of  his  fervants.  Mandrin  an- 
fweied  to  the  depofition  of  one  of  them,  who  was 
called  the  great  Bertier,  that  the  depofition  of  a  foot- 
man  ought  not  to  be  depended  upon.  The  man  named 
la  i  ierre,  conductor  ol  his  horles,  and  who  had  de- 
lei  ted  from  the  volunteers  of  Games,  replied,  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  wanting  to  impofe  upon 
the  tribunal  of  this  world,  as  he  was  foon  to  make  his 
appearance  before  the  Sovereign  Judge.  He  was  fuc- 
cefllvely  confronted  with  other  prifoners  of  his  troop, 
witnefles  of  his  crimes  ;  but  he  anfwered,  that  probity 
requited  of  him  to  fay  nothing  about  other  people,  that, 
being  a  matter  which  did  not  concern  him. 

A  barber’s  boy,  who  was  kept  in  prifon  on  fufpicion 
of  lmuggling,  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon  the  proofs  which 
came  out  from  the  evidence  in  Mandrin’s  trial,  that 
the  latter  had  forced  him,  fome  days  fince,  to  enter 
into  the  troop  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  /having  him. 
However  refolute  Mandrin  feemed  to  be,  the  puniih- 
ment  of  two  of  his  comrades,  and  the  good  difpofitions 
with  which  they  fuffered  death  to  expiate  their  crimes, 
made  fome  impreffion  upon  him,  efpecially  at  the  in- 
ftant  when  the  executioner  came  to  feize  and  lead  them 
to  the  fcaffold;  but  he  foon  drowned  the  gloomy  ideas 
that  agitated  him  in  wine.  Hardened  in  /in,  he  had 
no  confidence  in  the  Clergy,  and  had  declared.,  that 
he  would  not  confefs  himfelf  to  any  prieft  or  friar  in. 
the  city.  A  Lady  belonging  to  the  Cbarite,  who  had 
feen  him  every  day  in  prifon,  renewed  her  intreaties, 
to  prevail  upon  him  to  - confefs  himfelf,  on  Saturday 
the  34th  of  May,  the  day  of  his  trial  ;  but  this  re-* 
/peffablc  Lady  could  not  prevail.  The  ne.xt  day,  /he 

.  ^  was. 
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was  more  fortunate  ;  fhe  fpoke  to  him  with  fo  much 
zeal,  that  the  made  him  fired  tears  :  feeing  him  moved, 
ilie  propofed  to  him  for  a  confedor  Father  Gafparini, 
an  Italian  Jefuit,  a  man  of  merit,  of  the  houfe  of  1  our- 
non,  was  was  at  that  time  in  the  houfe  of  the  Bifhop 
ofValentia.  She  went  to  tell  M.  Levet  the  date  in 
which  die  had  left  Mandrin  ;  M.  Levet  went  to  the 
prifon,  and  told  him  that  he  came  to  fee  him,  not  as 
his  judge,  but  as  his  friend  ;  that  he  would  procure 
him  whatever  he  wanted  ;  that  he  could  not  exhort 
him  too  often  to  reflect  upon  his  pad  condudt,  and  to 
return  to  God.  M.  Levet  affedted  him  fo  much,  that 
he  wept  bitterly. 

He  lent  the  Reverend  Father  Gafparini,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fpoken  highly  of  him,  to  endeavour  to  aftedt  him 
dill  more.  It  was  reported  that  this  Father  fird  enter¬ 
ed  into  converfation  with  him  about  indifferent  mat¬ 
ters,  that  he  afterwards  fpoke  to  him  upon  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  falvation,  and  that  at  length  he  prevailed 
upon  him  to  confefs  himfelf.  The  criminal  wanted  to 
put  it  off  to  the  next  day  ;  but  the  Father,  knowing 
that  Mandrin  was  to  be  executed  on  the  26th,  per- 
fuaded  him  to  begin  his  confedion  on  Sunday.  He 
concluded  it  on  Monday,  after  having  had  his  fentence 
read  to  him  ;  and  he  performed  this  adt  of  religion  with 
all  the  demondrations  of  the  warmed  repentance. 

This  great  criminal  was  executed  without  having 
undergone  the  torture,  becaufe,  on  the  very  indant 
that  they  were  beginning  to  put  him  to  it,  he  owned 
feme  crimes  which  he  had  not  acknowledged  before. 
He  went  to  the  lcaffold  with  the  fame  refolution  that 
he  had  diewn  in  the  engagements  at  Beaune  and  Gre- 
nan,  dying  in  a  much  more  Chridian  manner  than  the 
number  and  the  enormity  of  his  crimes  ieemed  to  pro- 
mife.  He  encouraged  thole  who  had  taken  upon  them 
to  exhort  him  ;  he  was  a  very  diderent  man  from  what 
he  was  at  that  indant,  when,  fpeaking  to  one  of  his 
accomplices  taken  along  with  him,  he  faid  in  a  tone 
of  bravado,  on  feeing  him  weep  a  great  deal,  that  it 
was  not  worth  while  to  make  one’s  felf  uneafy  for  a 
difagreeable  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  it  was  foou  paffed. 
His  countenance,  which  had  no  fiercenefs  in  it  at  fird 
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fight,  interefted  every  body  in  his  favour.  His  Judges 
who  were  obliged  to  condemn  him,  could  not  refufe* 
mm  their  pity  ;  even  the  executioner  could  not  refrain 

/7°n/7tearS‘  is  n0t  f°r  me ’  ^  Mandrin,  that  you 
Jhould  weep,  it  is  for  my  crimes ,  then  added,  embrac¬ 
ing  him  :  Do  your  duty ,  my  friend ,  with  as  much  fpeed 
as  you  are  able.  He  flopped  a  few  fleps  from  the 
icattold,  to  examine  the  conftruaion  of  it,  with  a 
boldnefs  which  was,  no  doubt,  the  fign  of  a  perfeft  re- 
fignation:  he  mounted  it  with  firmnefs,  fpoke  little, 
and  only  thefe  words  could  be  heard  :  Young  folks \ 
take  example  by  me  ;  and  you  Excifemen ,  1  afk  your 
pardon.  Could  any  one  imagine  that  this  was  the  fame 
man,  who  had  fo  frequently  occafioned  them  fuch 
dreadful  alarms  ?  On  the  inflant  that  the  blows  were 
going  to  be  given,  he  faid,  /  cun  in  need  of  all  my 
Jlrength  ;  pray  give  me  fome  cordial  to  drink .  The 
Reverend  Father  Gafparini,  who  had  fome  about  him, 
gave  it  to  him.  Mandrin  drank  fome  of  it,  and  his 
face  was  rubbed  with  it.  The  Father,  who  found 
himfelf  faint,  likewife  made  ule  of  it. 

Mandrin  had  undreffed  himfelf,  and  had  made  a 
ugn  that  it  was  neceflary  to  cover  his  face.  As  foon 
as  he  had  received  the  nine  ftrokes  he  was  ftrangled,  a 
mitigation  which  does  honour  to  the  humanity  of  his 
Judges.  Thus  expired,  at  half  an  hour  afterVe  in 
the  evening,  on  Monday  the  26th  of  May  1755,  and 
ended  his  active  career,  this  Chief  of  the  fmugglers, 
who  had  had  the  hardinefs  to  fight  with  M.  de  Fi/ her’ 
and  whom  chance  favoured  fo  far  that  he  efcaped  from 
him.  Such  was  the  end  of  Lewis  Mandrin,  two  years 
after  he  had  been  among  the  fmugglers.  He  was  more 
compofed  at  the  time  of  his  death  than  any  of  the  fpec- 
tators.  Some  fay  he  was  only  twenty-nine  years  of 
age,  others  thirty-nine.  He  was  about  five  feet  four 
inches  high,  very  well  fhaped  ;  had  a  lively  look,  and 
a  good  leg  ;  his  face  was  long,  his  eyes  blue,  and  his 
hair  a  bright  chefnut ;  and  the  whole  of  his  figure  was 
very  pleafing.  He  was  not  entirely  dellitute  of  fome 
qualities  of  the  mind  ;  his  repartees  were  quick,  and 
to  the  purpofe.  Had  he  cultivated  the  good  dilpofiti- 
ons  he  had  received  from  nature,  it  is  to  be  prefumed 
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that  he  would  have  been  fomething  elfe  than  a  great 
villain.  He  was  very  robuft,  Iwore  much,  was  for¬ 
ever  fmoaking,  drank 'hard,  and  was  exceedingly  fond 
of  good  living  :  he  was  in  every  thing  lefs  bloody- 
minded  than  his  comrades.  On  the  morning  of  his 
execution,  his  confeflors  fpeaking  to  him  of  a  clerk  in 
the  paffage-boat  of  the  Rhone,  to  whom  he  had  grant¬ 
ed  his  life  ;  Mandrin  anfwered,  I  eafiiy  forget  my  ads 
oj  benevolence. 

He  had  inquired,  in  another  tone  of  voice,  of  the 
Lady  who  was  lpeaking  to  him  about  his  confeflion  and 
falvation,  how  many  alehoujes  there  were  between  this 
and  paradifie,  adding,  that  he  had  no  more  than  fix 
livres  *  to  J'pend  upon  the  road.  Thefe  words,  and 
others,  collected  from  the  mouth  of  Mandrin,  will 
ferve  to  give  a  complete  idea  of  his  character. 

It  is  certain  it  was  he  who  conduced  all  the  marches 
and  counter-marches,  and  directed  the  operations  of 
his  company.  Some  people,  who  think  themfelves  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  turn  of  the  other  fmugglers,  pretend, 
that  not  one  of  them  is  entirely  capable  of  fucceeding 
him.  Fiom  the  Rhine  to  the  Mediterranean,  over  a 
range  of  forty  leagues,  he  was  not  unacquainted  with 
any  one  track. 

It  is  faid,  that  in  one  of  the  conventions  Mandrin 
had  with  M.  Levet,  he  told  him,  that  he  had  had,  at 
three  different  times,  an  opportunity,  if  he  had  chofen 
to  make  ule  of  it,  of  killing  him,  or  of  cauiing  him  to 
be  carried  off  by  his  band  and  he  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumftances  to  him. 


The  Sovereign  Sentence  which  condemned  to  be 
broken  upon  the  wheel  Lewis  Mandrin ,  the  Chief  of 
the  Smugglers  who  have  committed  the  crimes  and 
difiorders  mentioned  in  the  fientence  of  the  2\th  of  May 
1755,  executed  the  z6tb  of  the  fame  month. 


Jasper  Levet,  Lord  of  Malaval,  Counfellor, 
King’s  Secretary,  Judge  Delegate  of  the  Council,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  decrees  of  the  3d  of  December  1738,  2d  of 
October  1742,  and  2d  of  April  1743,  to  hear,  and  to 
judge  fovereignly,  and  without  further  appeal,  the 

actions 
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actions  againd  fmugglers,  fraudulent  collectors,  and  u n- 
licenled  dealers  in  lalt,  their  aiders  and  accomplices,  in 
the  province  of  Dauphiny,  Provence,  Languedoc,  Ly- 
onnois,  Burgundy,  Auvergne,  Rouerque,  and  Query. 

'  t0  the  aforefaid  decree  of  Council  of  the 

3d  or  December  1738,  and  the  commiffion  under  the 
great  Seal  upon  the  tame  day,  &c. 

.  We  the  Judge  Delegate  of  the  aforefaid  Council, 
in  virtue  of  the  power  given  to  us  by  the  aforefaid 
decree  ot  the  3d  of  December  1738,  with  the  advice 
ot  the  Graduates,  Judges,  Affeffiors  of  the  Commiffion, 
to  the  number  required  by  the  ordonnance,  have  de¬ 
clared  the  laid  Lewis  Mandrin,  a  native  of  St.  Etienne 
ot  St.  Geoirs,  in  this  province  of  Dauphiny,  duly  at¬ 
tainted  and  conviCted  ot  having  carried  on  a  contraband 
trade,  with  an. armed  band,  for  two  years,  tince  he  was 
obliged  to  quit  the  above-named  place  of  St.  Geoirs, 
on  account  ot  the  proceeding  againd  him  on  the  accu- 
fation  of  coining  and  diftributing  falfe  money,  and  of 
affiaffination  :  and  namely,  of  having  been  the  princi-  • 
pal  Chief  ot  a  band  ot  eleven  or  twelve  fmugglers, 
hye  or  fix  of  which  were  detached  to  the  village  of 
Curfon,  the  7th  of  January  of  lad  year,  in  order  to 
go  and  meet  the  five  Collectors  of  the  Brigade  of  Ro¬ 
mans  i  who  fuffered  them  to  come  near  them,  thinking 
that  they  belonged  to  fome  other  brigade  ;  and  the 
fmugglers,  taking  advantage  of  their  furprife,  fired  at 
them,  killed  two  ot  them,  wounded  two  others,  one  of 
whom  died  ot  his  wounds  a  few  days  afterwards,  dole 
the  arms  of  the  faid  Collectors,  the  horfe  of  the  Chief 
of  the  brigade,  who  was  one  of  thofe  who  was  flain, 
his  cloak,  and  his  goid-laced  hat,  which  the  aforefaid  Man- 
diin  has  worn  ; — and  for  going,  in  the  night  from  the 
8th  to  the  9th  indant,  to  the  houfe  of  a  man  named 
Dutret,  one  of  the  Collectors  of  the  brigade,  on  horfe- 
ba^ck  du  Grand  Lemps,  and  after  having  ill  treated,  and  * 
threatened  to  kill  him,  dole  his  arms,  and  obliged  his 
wife  to  conduct  them  to  the  dable,  from  whence  they 
took  the  horle  of  the  aforefaid  Dutret for  being  the 
Chief  of  a  band  confiding  of  above  thirty,  who,  on 
the  7th  of  June  following,  attacked  the  Collectors,  in 
their  guaid-rgoirg  at  the  .  bridge  of  Claix*  upon  the 
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Drac,  after  having  caufed  their  door  to  be  opened  by 
furprife,  killed  one  of  the  aforefaid  Collectors,  wound¬ 
ed  feveral  of  them,  hole  their  arms  and  c-fFtCts,  as  like- 
wife  lome  belonging  to  a  private  man,  who  had  a  houfe 
near  the  above-mentioned  corps  de  garde  ;  —  of  thole 
Vvho  making  the  molt  confiderable  part  of  the  aforefaid 
band,  on  the  loth  inftant  fired,  near  the  village  of 
Laine,  upon  fome  Collectors  of  the  brigade  ot  1  aulig- 
nan,  who  were  upon  the  great  road  from  this  town  to 
Montelimart,  in  order  to  go  to  their  poll:,  killed  one  of 
them,  wounded  three  others,  one  ot  whom  died  a  few 
days  after  ; — of  the  three  in  number  belonging  to  the 
fame  band,  who  the  next  day,  the  i  ith  inftant,  having 
remained  at  the  alehoufe  of  Tioulle,  in  the  parifih  of 
Saint-Bazile,  in  Vivares,  before  the  aforefaid  alehoufe, 
fired  at  a  ferjeant  of  the  regiment  of  Belfunce,  taking 
him  tor  a  Collector  or  a  fpy  which  band  went  then 
to  Rouerque,  where  they  committed  feveral  depreda¬ 
tions,  and  particularly  killed,  on  the  23d,  a  woman 
who  was  with  child,  belonging  to  Saint-Rome  de  Tarn, 
at  whofe  houfe  a  private  man,  purfued  by  fome  of  the 
aforefaid  fmugglers,  wanted  to  take  refuge  on  the  30th. 
They  forced  the  Clerk  of  the  magazine  at  Rhodes  to 
take  fome  of  their  tobacco,  and  to  pay  the  price  for  it 
ftipulated  by  the  aforefaid  Mandrin  ;  and  they  wrote 
to  the  Deputy  of  the  Intendancy,  to  make  him  return 
the  arms  depoftted  in  the  town-houfe,  which  had  been 
feized  fome  years  before  from  other  fmugglers.  On 
the  3d  of  July  following,  they  alfo  obliged  the  Clerk 
of  the  magazine  at  Maude  to  take  fome  tobacco  from 
them;  and  on  the  9th  of  the  fame  month,  while  the 
faid  Mandrin  was  retiring  into  Savoy  01  Switzerland, 
and  pafFing  with  his  band  at  the  aforefaid  place  of  St. 
Etienne  of  St.  Geoirs,  he  killed  the  named  Sigifmond- 
James  Mbret,  formerly  a  Collector,  and  alfo  a  child  of 
eighteen  months,  whom  he  had  in  his  arms,  upon  fuf- 
picion  of  the  aforefaid  Moret’s  having  been  the  caufe 
of  the  taking  Peter  Mandrin,  his  brother,  who  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  coining  -for  having  been  the  principal 
Chief  of  that  band  which  penetrated,  towards  the  end 
of  laffc  July,  into  Franche-Comte,  killed,  wounded  and 
robbed  feveral  Collectors  of  the  brigades  of  Mouthe 
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and  of  ^Chaneuve ;— and  alfo  of  that  band  which  pene¬ 
trated  irom  Savoy  into  France,  the  20th  of  Auguft  fol- 
iowurg,  forced,  on  the  26th,  the  Clerk  of  the  magazine 
ot  tobacco  at  Brieude  to  give  them  a  fum  of  money  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  depofiting  in  his  office  forne  rolls  of  to¬ 
bacco  ;  on  the  28th,  forced  the  retailers  of  tobacco  at 
'-  raponne  to  pay  them  likewife  a  fum  of  money,  on 
pretence  of  having  remitted  fome  tobacco  to  them  - 
as  alfo  the  Clerk  of  the  magazine  at  Montbrifon,  at 
which  place  they  forced  open  the  prifons,  and  fet  ele¬ 
ven  pn  loners  at  liberty;  and  palling  by  the  Pont-de- 
vele  m  Breffie,  flopped  two  Cotleftors  of  the  Brigade  of 
Cormoranche,  whom  they  robbed  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  falanes  of  the  brigade,  of  which  they  were  the 
carriers;  and  on  the  5th  tired,  near  the  cattle  of  Joux 
upon  fome  Colleftors  they  met  with,  one  of  whom  was 
killed  and  others  wounded  ; — for  having  been  one  of 
the  numerous  band,  alfo  as  principal  Chief,  which  pe¬ 
netrated  from  Savoy  into  Pugey,  in  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  October  laft,  pradlifed  fome  extortions  upon  fe- 
veral  Receivers  from  the  general  leffees  of  the  King’s 
farms,  under  pretence  that  they  left  them  fome  rolls 
or  tobacco  ;  the  fame  on  the  4th,  at  Nantua  ;  on  the 
;:h,  a:  Bourses  in  B.-dle  ;  on  the  6th,  at  Chatilion  les 
Bombes ;  on  the  9th,  at  Charlieu  ;  at  Rouanne,  on  the 
lame  day;  on  the  loth,  nth,  12th,  13th  and  14th,  at 
Thiers,  Amberg,  Marfal,  Arlan,  and  la  Chaife-Dieu  y 
on  the  17th,  they  made  the  proprietors  of  the  corn, 
who  were  in  the  granaries  of  the  houfe  occupied  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  magazine  at  Puy,  to  pay  the  fum  of 
600  livres  *,  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  off  their 
corn;  on  the  17th,  18th,  20th,  21ft,  and  22d,  conti¬ 
nued  their  extortions  upon  the  Receivers,  Clerks  of  the 
magazines,  and  retailers  of  tobacco,  at  Pradelle,  Lan- 
gogne,  Tance,  St.  Didier,  and  St.  Bonnet  le  Chateau; 
on  the  23d,  at  Montbrifon,  and  at  Boen  ;  and  on  the- 
24th,  for  the  fecond  time,  at  Charlieu ;  fired  upon  the 
poftillion  who  drove  the  Diligence,  to  fee  if  there  were 
not  fomebody  in  it  whom  he  was  in  fearch  of ;  on  the 
9th,  palling  by  St.  Juft-en-Chavelet,  they  went  in  fearcli 
©f  the  Collectors,  who  were  fired  upon,  one  of  them 

being 
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being  dangeroufly  wounded ;  his  arms  and  effects,  as 
well  as  thole  of  the  Chief  of  the  brigade,  were  plun¬ 
dered,  and  dolen ; — on  the  16th,  forced  the  office  of 
the  magazine  of  Puy,  and  the  houfe  of  the  Clerk, 
dole,  pillaged,  and  broke  the  tobacco,  effeCts,  and  furni¬ 
ture  of  the  faid  Clerk ;  wounded  two  Collectors  who 
had  been  appointed  to  the  guard  of  the  faid  magazine ; 
alfo  plundered,  on  the  21ft,  at  St.  Didier  ;  on  the  22d, 
at  St.  Bonnet ;  on  the  25th,  at  Clugny  ;  and  on  the 
27th,  atTrivier,  the  houfes  of  the  feveral  Collectors 
of  the  faid  places ;  as  alfo  on  the  28th,  at  St.  Laurent 
in  Franche  Comte,  where  a  Collector  was  killed  ;  dole 
likewife  feveral  effeCts  from  a  houfe  in  Orgelet  on  the 
27  th;  forced  open  the  prifons  of  Bourges,  Thiers,  le 
Puy,  Montbrifon,  Clugny,  Pont-de-vaux,  St.  Amour, 
and  Orgelet,  and  carried  off  feveral  of  the  prifoners  ; 
— as  alfo  for  having  been  at  the  head  of  that  band 
which  penetrated  from  Swifferland  into  Franche  Comte, 
in  the  night  from  the  14th  to  the  15  th  of  December 
lad;  fired,  on  the  1 6th,  upon  the  troopers  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Harcourt,  who  were  paffing  near  an  alehoufe 
where  the  faid  band  was  flopped,  killed  one  of  them, 
and  dole  his  arms,  coat,  and  cloak ;  on  the  17  th  repair¬ 
ed  to  Seurre  in  Burgundy,  where  he  went  after  the 
Collectors,  and  dole  the  effeCts  of  the  Captain-Gene¬ 
ral,  after  having  forced  the  door  of  his  apartment  and 
of  his  clofet ;  compelled  the  Receivers  of  the  fait  and 
©f  the  tobacco  magazines  to  pay  them  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  and  the  latter  to  give  them  an  acknowledgment 
for  a  number  of  rolls  of  bad  tobacco,  which  they  left 
in  his  office,  where  he  was  obliged  to  dow  them  ; — on 
the  1 8th,  forced  the  citizen’s  guard  of  one  of  the  gates 
of  the  city  of  Beaune,  after  made  his  difpofitions,  at 
fome  didance  from  the  city  to  get  into  it,  upon  the  in¬ 
formation  received  that  they  were  mounting  the  guard 
there ; — killed  two  citizens  who  compofed  part  of  this 
guard,  and  wounded  others  ;  killed  alfo  a  foldier,  who 
was  in  the  faid  city  upon  leave,  and  who  was  acciden¬ 
tally  upon  the  rampart  near  the  faid  gate  $  obliged  the 
Mayor  to  come  to  the  fuburbs  to  fpeak  to  the  faid 
Mandrin,  to  treat  with  him  of  the  fum  meant  to  be 
extorted  ;  compelled  the  faid  Mayor  to  write  to  the 
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eceiveis  of  the  fait  and  tobacco  magazines,  to  bring* 
the  fum  ftipulated  and  fixed  by  the  faid  Mandrin  af 
20,000  livres  *,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  faid 
Receivers  ;-which  band  forced  likewife,  on  the  iqth 
the  Mayor  and  the  inhabitants  of  Aiitun  to  open^he 
gates  oi  the  city  to  them,  threatening  to  fcale  the 
walls,  to  put  the  fuburbs  to  fire  and  (word,  and  to 

had  §  Clergymen,  whom  they 

had  met  at  fome  diftance  from  the  faid  city,  going  to 

ake  orders  at  Chalons,  and  whom  they  had  obliged 
to  return  with  them,  detaining  them  as  hoftages  till 
t  ey  had  received  the  fum  required  from  the  Re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  falt-magazine,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  to¬ 
bacco-magazine,  which  was  fixed  and  agreed  uoon  in 
the  town-houfe,  where  the  faid  Mandrin,  and  two 
more  of  his  band,  aflembled,  the  greater  part  of  the 
band  having  remained  before  the  faid  town-houfe  — - 
°n  the  20th,  at  the  village  of  Guenand,  in  the  parifti 
of  B  non,  they  fought  with  the  King’s  troops,  upon 
whom  they  filed  firft,  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of¬ 
ficers,  foldiers  dragoons,  and  huflars ;  and  both  at 
eujre  and  at  Autun  forced  the  prifons,  and  fet  the 
prifoners  at  liberty  for  having  afterwards  aftembled 
thirty-one  or  thirty-two  fmugglers  of  the  fame  band,  at 
tne  head  of  whom  Mandrin  put  himfelf,  and  who,  on 
tie  2 1  ft,  ftole  four  horfes,  arms,  and  accoutrements, 
belonging  to  four  horlemen  of  the  Marfhalfea,  at  Dom- 

pieire  in  Bourbonnois  ; - on  the  22d,  murdered  at 

Bieuil,  five  Collectors  of  the  brigade  of  Vichy,  though 
fome  of  them  begged  their  life  upon  their  knees 
on  the  26tn,  murdered  a  man  at  St.  Clement,  under 
pretence  that  he  refuted  to  fhew  them  the  houfes  in 
which  the  Collectors  were,  whom  they  imagined  to  be 
in  the  faid  place  ;  on  the  fame  day,  and  on  the  24th, 
by  different  adts  of  violence  and  threats,  obliged  the 
Receivers  of  Cervieres  and  of  Noire-Table,  to  pay  them 
a  fum  of  money,  and  at  the  laft  place,  fired  againft  the 
door  of  a  houfe  of  a  Chief  of  a  brigade  of  the  farms, 
and  wounded  his  wife,  who  was  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  door  to  open  it,  of  which  wound  fhe  died  fome 

days 
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days  after on  the  25th,  pra&ifed  fome  extortions 
upon  one  of  the  retailers  of  tobacco  of  la  Chaife-Dieu, 
and  on  the  26th,  hied  upon  a  party  of  cavalry  of  the 
Volunteers  of  Flanders  and  Dauphiny,  at  Sauvetat  in 
le  Melay,  and  killed  a  Quarter-mafter  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
the  faid  Mandrin  having  befides  written  and  figned 
mod:  of  the  receipts  for  the  fums  extorted  from  the  faid 
Receivers,  Clerks,  and  retaileis,  in  fome  of  which  he 
has  declared,  that  the  fums  fo  extorted  had  only  been  . 
paid  to  him  on  account  of  aCts  of  violence  and  me¬ 
naces  ;  and  having  likewife  written  upon  the  jailor’s 
books,  of  the  prifons  of  Bourg  and  Seurre,  the  attempt 
made  by  him  upon  the  faid  prifons  For  the  repara¬ 
tion  of  which,  and  other  crimes  difcloied  in  his  trial, 
we  have  condemned  the  faid  Lewis  Mandrin  to  be  de¬ 
livered  up  to  the  executioner,  who  is  to  conduct  him 
in  his  fhirt,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  having  a  label 
fattened  to  it,  upon  which  fhall  be  printed,  in  large 
characters,  thefe  words;  Chief  of  a  band  of  fmugglers, 
robbers,  and  diflurbers  of  the  public  tranquillity  ;  and 
holding  in  his  hand  a  lighted  torch  of  wax,  of  the 
weight  of  two  pounds,  before  the  gate  of  the  cathe¬ 
dral  church  of  this  city,  which  faces  the  flreet  de  la 
Perolerie,  where  the  laid  Mandrin,  his  head  being 
bare,  and  kneeling,  fhall  do  public  penance,  and  fhall 
declare  with  an  audible  voice,  that  he  afks  pardon  of 
God,  of  the  King,  and  of  the  legiflature,  of  his  crimes 
and  enormities  ;  from  thence  he  fhall  be  conducted  to 
the  place  des  Clercs ,  where  his  arms,  legs,  thighs  and 
loins,  fhall  be  broken  while  he  is  alive,  upon  a  fcaffold 
raifed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  afterwards  fixed  upon  a 
wheel,  with  his  face  upwards,  there  to  end  his  days ; 
after  which  his  dead  body  fhall  be  expofed  by  the  faid 
executioner  upon  the  gallows  of  .this  city  ;  previous 
to  all  which,  the  faid  Mandrin  fhall  fuffer  torture  both 
ordinary  and  extraordinary,  for  not  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  from  his  own  mouth  the  truth  of  any  of  the 
faCts  proved  in  his  trial,  and  for  not  having  difcovered 
his  accomplices  : — We  declare  all  and  every  of  his  ef¬ 
fects  confifcated  to  the  King,  the  fum  of  ten  livres* 

penalty 

*  Eight  /hillings  and  four  pence. 
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penalty  bang  previoufly  deducted  from  them,  in  cafe 

hiseM"fUOn^Uld/0t  ‘akePlace>  fo  profit  of 
in  ir  I  j  ^Um  one  ^0u^nd  livres  +  be- 

i  Jllnn0  Tde,ruan  ’  “  ?  PenaltP  t0  J°hn  BaptiftBoc- 
T  T;  L,e  ree  Gene[al  ot  the  farms,  and  the  expences 
of  the  trial ;  m  which  penalties  and  expences  we  have 

condemned  the  faid  Mandrin  towards  the  faid  Boc- 
quillon,  in  confideration  of  his  petition  of  yefterdav 

,the  P;feni  ientence  fta11  be  printed,  read,  pub- 
idhed,  and  fixed  up,  in  all  the  cities  and  places  with¬ 
in  named,  and  m  all  other  parts  which  it  may  concern. 
Gwen  at  the  Criminal  Chamber  of  the  Prefidial  Court 
ot  \alentia  and  Dauphiny,  on  the  24th  of  May, 


(Signed)  Level,  Gai/lard ,  Luillier,  Bolozon,  Ba- 
chajjon,  Rouvere,  de  I’Etang,  and  Cozon. 

And  lower  down  is  written  : 

On  the  26th  of  May  ,755,  t),e  above  fentence  has 
Been  read  by  me  the  underwit  ten  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mijjton,  to  toe  Jaid  Lews  Mandrin,  and  executed  the 
Jame  day,  agreeable  to  its  form  and  tenour. 


(oigned)  N.  Leorier. 


f'  Upwards  of  forty  pounds. 


-feech  of  Count  Noailles  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

THE  King,  my  mafter,  owed  to  himfelf  the  dif- 
avowal  he  has  made  of  all  that  has  palTed  upon  your 
Majeity  s  territories,  and  the  care  he  has  taken  to 
nave  the  criminals  punifhed. 

MT^e  lentiments  he  has  always  entertained  for  your 
Majeity,  have  not  allowed  him  to  confine  himfelfto 
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an  attention  which  could  only  fatisfy  juftice  ;  he  has 
been  defirous  that  this  circumftance  Should  contribute 
to  flrengthen  the  ties  of  friendship,  by  which  he  is  no 
lefs  connected  with  you,  than  by  thofe  of  blood.  I 
am  come  from  him  to  bring  you  the  mod  folemn  tef— 
timonies  of  it. 

Nothing  can  be  more  honourable  for  me,  than  to 
execute  this  order,  dictated  by  the  heart  of  the  King 
my  mailer,  and  to  allure  your  Majelly,  that  your  friend¬ 
ship  will  always  be  dear  and  precious  to  him. 


N°  IV. 


Summary  of  the  Maritime  Forces  of  the  States  of  Europe . 

Muscovy. 

IN  1750,  the  navy  of  the  Emprels  of  Rulfia  con- 
filled  of  fifty  Ships  of  the  line,  and  near  thirty  fri¬ 
gates,  befides  eighty  galleyes  or  half  galleys  ;  but  the 
Tailors  that  were  numbered  amounted  to  no  more  than 
25,000. 

Sweden,  1753. 

The  navy  of  this  kingdom  conlills  of  22  Ships  of 
the  line,  10  frigates,  66  galleys  or  half  galleys,  and 
200,000  Sailors. 

Denmark,  1754. 

Ships  of  the  line  33,  frigates  16,  galleys  50,  the 
Sailors  exceed  25,000,  among  which  are  to  be  reck¬ 
oned  thofe  that  can  be  furnilhed  from  Norway. 

H  olland,  cr  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces . 

The  navy  of  this  Republic  is  inconfiderable,  it  only 
confillsof  20  or  22  Ships  of  the  line,  and  1  2  or  15  fri¬ 
gates  ;  they  have  a  great  number  of  failors,  full  100,000. 

Every 
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Every  thing  necefTary  for  the  conftru&ion  and  fitting 
out  of  (hips  being  in  great  abundance  in  Holland,  that 
Kepublic  can  very  fpeedily  repair  its  marine. 

Venice,  1753. 

The  maritime  forces  of  this  Republic  confift  of  1 4 
ships  of  the  line,  fix  frigates,  20  galleafTes,  and  2S 
galleys.  J 

Naples. 

Two  fhips  of  the  iine,  fix  frigates  or  xebecks. 

Tuscany,  1751. 

One  fhip  and  four  frigates. 

Malta. 

Three  fhips  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and  five 
galleys. 

Portugal,  1755. 

Sixteen  fhips  of  the  line,  1 3  frigates,  and  one  xebec. 

Spain,  1755. 

Forty-one  fhips  of  the  line,  29  frigates,  two  packet- 
boats,  four  bomb-ketches,  and  three  fire-fhips. 

G  R  E  A  T  -  B  R  I  T  A  I  N,  1755. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
1 12  other  armed  veffels. 

France,  1755. 

Sixty-feven  fhips  of  war,  31  frigates,  10  pinks,  two 
armed  barks,  four  xebecs,  and  five  Hoops  of  war. 
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N°  VI. 


$T#<?  moft  humble  and  mojl  refpeftful  remonftrances  pre« 
fented  to  our  much-honoured  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
by  the  perfons  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Aids. 

Sir  e, 

TH  E  war  you  have  juft  declared  again  ft  your 
enemies,  had  been  announced  by  the  impatience 
of  your  fubjedts  :  their  juft  indignation  made  them 
confider  it  as  unavoidable,  at  a  time  when  your  Ma- 
jefty’s  moderation  was  purfuing  all  poffible  meafures  to 
prevent  it. 

There  is  certainly  no  one  who  is  not  fenftble  of  the 
neceflity  of  the  extraordinary  fuccours  required  by  your 
Majefty,  and  no  one  who  is  not  ready  to  devote  a  part 
of  his  fortune  to  them. 

The  French  nation  have  at  all  times -diftinguifhed 
themielves  by  their  attachment  to  the  facred  perfon 
of  their  matters  ;  and  they  cannot  poftibly  forfeit  this 
fentiment,  in  an  inftance,  where  it  is  not  lo  much  the 
people  who  fight  for  the  glory  of  their  Sovereign,  as 
the  Sovereign  himfelf  who  takes  up  arms  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  people  ?  Could  they  be  infenfible  to  thofe 
infults,  and  repeated  violences,  which  have  rendered 
the  authors  of  them  odious  to  all  Europe  ;  while  the 
juftice  of  your  Majefty’s  caufe  has  made  it  the  common 
caufe  of  all  Sovereigns  ? 

Can  any  one  complain  of  a  contribution,  the  defti- 
nation  of  whicn  is  pievioufly  juftified  by  the  powerful 
fuccours  eiven  to  our  commerce  and  to  our  colonies, 
by  a  prodigious  augmentation  in  your  navy,  and  by 
conquefts  as  ufeful  as  they  are  glorious  ? 

.No,  Sire,  your  faithful  fubjetfs  are  ever  animated 
with  the  fame  fpirit  ;  they  are  alfo  the  fame  principles 
which  dire£t  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  to  which 
jour  Majefty  has  intrufted  part  of  your  authority,  only 
Vol.  HI.  N  upon 
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upon  the  fpecial  injunction  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
abufe  that  might  be  made  of  it. 

Your  Court  of  Aids,  on  account  of  their  daily  func¬ 
tions,  can  more  readily  obferve  the  inconveniences  at¬ 
tendant  on  the  multiplicity  of  impofts  ;  and,  on  the 
irregular  mode  in  which  it  is  too  cuftomary  to  levy 
them,  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of  the  prejudice 
which  would  accrue  to  your  fubjefts  from  the  unli¬ 
mited  execution  of  the  three  declarations  of  the  7  th  of 
July  Jaft. 

They  would  have  been  liable  to  cenfure,  had  they 
negleCted  to  lay  their  mod  humble  and  mod:  refpeCtful 
remonftrances  at  the  foot  of  your  Throne,  upon  a  fub- 
jeCt  lo  interefting  :  but  the  time  in  which  thefe  three 
declarations  have  been  prefented  to  us,  was  too  near 
to  that  in  which  the  new  fubfidies  they  impofe  were 
to  be  collected  ;  fo  that  every  delay,  every  procrafti- 
nation,  might  have  been  prejudicial  to  the  obtaining 
oi  a  fubfidy  become  neceflary  ;  reafons  of  State  have 
therefore  prevailed  over  every  other  conlideration,  and 
your  Court  of  Aids  have  immediately,  and  without  he- 
iitation,  proceeded  to  regifter  what  was  ordered  them  ; 
they  have  not  feared  that  their  reprefentations,  which 
ought  naturally  to  have  preceded,  fliould  Iofe  any 
thing  of  their  force.  They  have  flattered  themfelves, 
on  the  contrary,  that  their  earned:  felicitations  would 
find  a  readier  accefs  to  your  heart,  and  that  their  fpeedy 
obedience  would  furnifh  them  with  a  frefh  plea  for 
prefenting  with  confidence  to  your  Pvfajefty  fome  re¬ 
flections,  the  only  aim  of  which  is  the  good  of  your 
fervice,  and  the  relief  of  your  people. 

The  payment  of  fubfidies  which  are  required  to 
Carry  on  the  mod:  juft  and  unavoidable  war,  would  be 
an  infupportable  burthen  to  the  people  who  fupply 
them,  if  they  did  not  ccnfider  the  end  of  them  as  one 
of  the  firft  advantages  which  the  return  of  peace  is  to 
procure.  But,  Sire,  how  can  your  lubjeCts  fupport 
themfelves  with  thefe  hopes,  while  frefih  charges  are 
impofed  upon  them,  though  they  ftill  remain  bur- 
thened  with  part  of  the  impofts  levied  during  the  laft: 
war,  without  being  able  to  forefee  fome  fixed  and  cer¬ 
tain  period,  when  they  may  flatter  themfelves  with  the 

fupprefilon 
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itippreflion  of  them  ?  Your  Court  of  Aids  will  never 
lofe  the  remembrance  of  the  glorious  events  of  that 
memorable  war,  and  they  can  readily  conceive,  that 
the  expences  which  have  paved  the  way  lor  the  luccefs 
of  your  arms,  may  have  produced  a  conliderable  de¬ 
rangement  in  your  finances. 

This  was  the  reafon  which  induced  your  Majefty  to 
keep  up  the  firft  Vingtieme  alter  the  peace,  and  it  the 
period  of  it  was  not  then  determined,  it  was  becaufe 
the  debts  were  not  yet  entirely  liquidated,  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  which  the  money  accruing  Irom  this  Ving - 
tieme  was  intended  ;  but  it  is  not  probable,  that  in  the' 
courfe  of  eight  years  tranquillity,  tne  date  of  thefe  debts 
iliould  not  yet  be  afcertained. 

This,  Sire,  is  what  occafions  the  great  eft  alarms  to 
your  people ;  they  are  terrified  at  the  idea  of  the  per¬ 
petuity  of  the  impoft,  and  it  is  a  very  difficult  matter 
to  calm  their  anxiety  ;  when,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
conlider  the  affurances  which  your  Majefty  has  given, 
and  has  juft  now  renewed  to  them,  that  the  produce  of 
the  former  Vingtieme  fliall  be  employed  in  cancelling 
the  debts  of  the  State  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  when, 
inftead  of  a  fixed  time,  which  might  have  been  fettled, 
for  the  ceffation  of  this  tax,  they  find  it  announced  to 
continue  ten  years,  which  are  only  to  commence  from 
the  uncertain  epocha  of  the  publication  ol  a  peace  ;  fo 
that  the  termination  of  this  impoft  is  thus  made  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  a  period  with  which  it  is  entirely  unconnect¬ 
ed.  If  the  debts  were  not  known,  or  the  ftates  of 
them  had  not  been  fixed,  would  there  not  be  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  revolution  of  ten  years  after  the  peace 
would  be  an  infufficient  time  to  fulfil  an  object,  the 
extent  of  which  was  not  known  ?  But  if,  as  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  the  debts  which  are  to  be  cancelled  are 
afcertained,  no  motive  can  prevent  your  Majefty  from 
determining  with  certainty  the  time  in  which  you  will 
be  able  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  tax. 

The  firft  Vingtieme  was  prefented  to  your  people  in 
1749,  not  only  as  the  means  of  bringing  about  the  li¬ 
quidation  of  the  debts  of  your  State,  but  alfo  as  an 
(Economical  opeiation;  which,  joined  to  the  order  your 

to  fettle  in  the  adminiftration  of  your 
N  2  finances, 
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finances,  was  to  furnifh  you  with  refources  capable  of 
injuring,  in  times  of  neceffity ,  the  glory  of  your  State , 
and  the  tranquillity  of  the  allies  of  your  Crown,  without 
jour  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  extraordinary  mea¬ 
sures. 

So  flattering  a  profpedt  alleviated  the  burthen  of 
this  new  impofition,  and  was  the  occafion  that  your 
Courts  did  not  at  that  time  adopt  fuch  vigorous  pro¬ 
ceedings,  to  afk  for  the  fuppreflion  of  it,  or°  at  leaft  to 
obtain  that  the  time  of  its  duration  fhould  be  fixed. 
But  how  greatly  were  your  fubjedts  afFedted,  when 
they  were  informed,  that  after  feven  years,  the  end 
propoled  was  fo  far  from  being  accomplifhed,  and  the 
cancelling  of  the  debts  was  in  fuch  little  forwardnefs, 
notwithftanding  the  annual  payment  of  the  firft  Ving¬ 
tieme  /  They  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  the  end  of  their 
misfortunes,  when,  contrary  to  the  hopes  that  had  been 
fuggefted  to  them,  the  firfl;  inftant  of  the  new  war  had 
been  marked  by  the  impofition  of  a  new  Vingtieme , 
and  that  your  Majefty  was  already  obliged  to  have  re- 
courie  to  thofe  extraordinary  means  which  you  had 
wifbed  to  avoid. 

We  will  not  penetrate,  with  indifcretion  and  ra/h- 
nefs,  into  the  employment  or  diftribution  of  the  im- 
menfe  funds  which  have  been  confumed  during  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  war  ;  but  we  cannot  avoid  ob- 
lerving,  that  it  the  luccours,  which  your  people  were 
then  eager  to  furnifli  your  Majefty  with,  joined  to  thofe 
you  may  have  drawn  from  your  conquefts,  have  been 
insufficient ;  ft  the  State  has  been  indebted  in  the  fum 
of  more  than  lour  hundred  millions  *,  as  the  time  pro- 
P° fed  for  the  duration  of  the  firft  Vingtieme ,  feems  to 
announce,  the  tears  of  your  lubjedts,  on  account  of  that 
which  is  juft  eftablifhed,  will  readily  admit  of'excufe. 

Your  Majefty *s  promife  removes  their  fears,  as  far 
as  it  is  exprefled  in  certain  and  precife  terms;  but  the 
obfcurity  with  which  it  feems  in  fome  refpects  to  be  en¬ 
veloped,  muft  neceftarily  alarm  them,  efpecially  in  thefe 
unhappy  times,  when  they  may  be  allowed  to  form  con¬ 
jectures  of  every  pollible  event. 


*  Upwards  of  fix  teen  millions  fteriing. 


It 


\  p  p  E  N  D  r  X.  269 

l\  nas  happened  more  than  once,  that  the  real  refla¬ 
tion  of  wai  has  not  been  immediately  iollowed  by  the 
proclamation  01  peace  ;  we  have  ieen  a  recent  exam¬ 
ple  of  tais,  even  in  the  reign  of  your  Majefty  >  and^ 
upon  that  occafion  you  gave  a  ftriking.  teftimony  ot 
your  love  for  your  people,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
irrpoff,  at  the  inftant  of  the  termination  of  that  war  for 
which  it  had  been  raifed. 

We  make  no  doubt,  that,  if  fimilar  circumftances 
fliould  prefent  themfelves,  your  Majefty  would  confi- 
der  what  pafled  in  1737  as  a  rule  for  your  conduct;  but 
the  uneahnefs-of  your  fubjeds  can  only  be  dispelled  by 
more  precife  aflurances  :  your  people,  alarmed,  implore 
you  tor  thefe  aflurances  ;  and  your  Court  of  Aids,  who 
know  the  fenfibility  of  your  heart,  flatter  themfeives 
that  this  favour  will  not  be  refufed  them. 

There  are,  Sire,  other  intreaties  which  we  fhall  ven¬ 
ture  to  make  to  your  Majefty,  and  we  are  not  afraid  of 
faying  that  the  object  of  them  is  at  leaft  as  interesting* 
flnce  the  buhnefs  is  to  put  a  ftop  to  a  number  of  injui- 
tices  which  are  committed,  under  pretence  of  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  your  orders,  and  under  the  fandion  of  your 

authority.  t  - 

The  burthen  of  the  taxes,  and  the  uncertainty  of 
their  duration,  have  excited  our  juft  complaints  ;  it  is 
however  certain,  that  the  mode  of  levying  them  ftill 
adds  to  the  rigour  of  the  impoft  itfelf. 

A  tax  which  would  equally  a  tied  all  your  fubjeds, 
in  proportion  to  their  income  and  powers,  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  moft  juft  and  equitable  kind  ol  im- 
pofition  ;  but  it  becomes  more  burthenfome  than  any- 
other,  when  it  is  fixed  upon  ideal  and  unjuft  efcimates ; 
and  indeed,  what  juftice  can  be  expeded,  when  the 
labour  of  the  hufbandman,  the  induftry  of  the  media- 
nic,  and  the  credit  of  the  merchant,  are  become  objeds 
of  taxation  ? 

The  article  XI.  of  your  edict  of  the  month  of  May 

4  * 

1749,  orders,  that  contributions  fhall  be  levied  upon 
private  traders  and  others,  vohofe  profejjionit  is  to  circu¬ 
late  their  money  to  advantage  ;  and  as,  when  this  article 
was  drawn  up,  the  inconveniences  of  it  were  forefeen, 
it  was  added,,  that  there  fhouid  only  be  required  of 

them. 
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them,  declarations  of  property  of  different  kinds  from 

tbofe  mentioned  in  the  articles  IV.  and  V.  of  the  prefent 
edid.  J  J 

Your  Majefty,  by  fo  wife  a  reftri&ion,  had  undoubt¬ 
edly  in  view  to  prevent  the  abufes  that  might  have 
been  made  of  the  fevere  call  of  the  article,  and  to 
hinder  an  odious  perquifition  from  being  made  in  the 
interior  of  families,  under  pretence  of  confirming  the 
declarations  of  individuals. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  no  longer  a  pofti- 
bdity  of  prefcribing  a  rule  for  this  repartition,  which, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  edidt,  was  to  be  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  incomes  and  the  profits  of  the  per- 
fons  taxed. 

It  has  therefore  been  necefTary  to  refort  to  arbitrary 
valuations,  and  the  perfons  concerned  in  the  Vingtieme 
levied  from  branches  of  induftry,  are  obliged  to  wait 
tneir  deftiny  from  a  decifion  which  can  only  be  made 
upon  uncertain  eftimates  a  decilion,  again!!  which, 
neverthelefs,  it  would  be  ufelefs  to  appeal,  as  it  is 
equally  impoffible  for  the  perfon  taxed  to  prove  the  in- 
juftice  of  it,  as  it  has  been  for  your  Majefty ’s  Com- 
miffioners  to  make  it  with  juftice,  and  with  a  proper 
knowledge  of  the  matter. 

£>uch  is  the  condition,  Sire,  to  which  the  merchants 
and  mechanics  of  your  kingdom  are  reduced,  thofe 
citizens  fo  precious  to  the  State,  who  labour  with  lo 
much  efficacy  in  time  of  peace,  as  well  as  in  war,  to 
render  your  empire  more  and  more  fiourifhing,  and  to 
increale  your  riches  and  your  power. 

It  is  upon  them  that  the  whole  burthen  of  this  im¬ 
pel!  falls,  which  we  are  not  afraid  to  call  an  odious 
one  ;  and  the  fuppreffion  of  which  we  venture  to  alk 
of  you. 

Among  your  fubjebls,  fome  live  upon  their  paternal 
inheritance,  the  income  of  which  they  annually  con- 
fume,  without  increafing  or  diminifhing  the  national 
riches  ;  thefe  people  have  never  been  included  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  Xlth  article  of  the  edidt  of  1749. 

Others  have  increafed  their  fortunes,  and  even  ac¬ 
cumulated  immenfe  riches,  by  the  profits  they  have 
made  in  colledling  the  royal  money,  or  in  gathering  the 
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taxes  eftablifhed  for  the  profit  of  your  Majefty  ;  it 
fhould  feem  reafonable  that  thefe  perfons,  preferably 
to  any  others,  fiiould  be  comprized  in  the  clafs  of  in¬ 
dividuals  whofe  profefiion  it  is  to  make  the  nioft  of 
money,  and  who,  on  that  account,  are  1110ft  liable  to 
pay  the  V ingtivins  levied  upon  induftry  ;  it  is,  howevei, 
univerfally  known,  that  they  have  been  loi lunate 

enough  to  be  exempted  from  it. 

It  is  therefore  trade  alone,  and  the  aits  dependent 
upon  it,  which  are  become  the  objects  of  this  tax,  the 
moft  fevere  of  any,  fince  it  is  the  moft  arbitral  y  ;  and 
it  is  this  fubjedtion  which  is  the  occafion  of  the  difeou- 
ragement  and  difguft  that  prevails  among  thofe  who 
have  embraced  thole  ufefiul  profeftions* 

Thofe  among  them,  whofe  fortunes  are  the  moft 
confiderable,  formerly  made  a  parade  of  their  opulence, 
in  order  to  enlarge  their  credit;  at  prefent  they  are 
obliged  carefully  to  conceal  their  legitimate  profits,  in 
order  to  efcape  the  refearches  of  the  Directors  of  your 
impofts,  or  to  fubjedt  themlelves  to  an  exorbitant  tax, 
if  they  wifh  to  fupport  this  credit,  which  lometimes 
conftitutes  the  whole  of  their  riches. 

Several  of  them  have  already  refufed  to  be  concern¬ 
ed  in  any  undertakings  of  hazard,  having  learnt,  by 
difagreable  experience,  that  their  fortune  is  valued  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  exertions  they  are  feen  to  make,  with¬ 
out  confidering  what  fuccefs  they  are  attended  with, 
and  that  they  cannot  obtain  any  alleviation,  whatever 
Ioffes  they  may  have  experienced. 

Every  confiderable  eftablifihment  will  foon  become 
ruinous  to  thofe  who  will  venture  upon  it,  if  they  have 
not  had  the  art  to  infure  the  protection  of  the  arbiters 
of  the  tax,  by  perfuading  them  of  the  utility  of  their 
enterprizes. 

Hence  it  follows,  that  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  will  take 
place  of  every  other  fpecies  of  induftry  ;  emulation, 
that  neceflary  foundation  of  commerce,  will  be  extin- 
guifhed,  and  foreigners,  freed  from  fo  many  impedi¬ 
ments,  will  be  able  to  enter  into  competition  with  pro¬ 
digious  advantage. 

How  great  are  thefe  objedts,  Sire !  how  worthy  are 
they  to  engage  your  Majefty ’s  attention!  and  how  pro— 
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von  *  rui  ?eL  .In.wh,ch  v/e  Prefent  them,  to  make 
you  iciifible  of  their  importance  !  The  citizens,  whole 

nterefts  we  are  defending,  are  thofe  who  by  affiduou! 

infinite’  "^T  3nd  b7  calcula7ons  aimed 

,!te\  have  found  out  the  means  of  makincr  0Ur  arts 

adrmred  by  foragn  nations,  and  of  enriching  us  with 
he  produce  or  their  luxury  ;  they  are  thofe  who  keen 
np  a  neceiTary  circulation  of  fpecie  and  provifions  be¬ 
tween  tne  mother  country  and  your  colonies thofe 
precious  colonies,  the  fources  of  the  riches  of  France 
and  the  objeft  of  the  jcaloufy  of  fo  many  nations 
they  are  thofe ,  m  a  word,  and  thofe  alone,  who  bring 
plenty  mto  the  heart  ot  your  kingdom.  ® 

It  is  unneceffary  to 'expatiate  any  longer  upon  a 
•-ruth,  of  which  your  Majefty  is  already  fully  convin- 
.  :  n  70ur  Majefty  could  have  any  doubt  about  the 

importance  ot  iupporting  and  protecting  the  commerce 

f.ubJe£ls’  70lir  enemies  would  have  convinced 
you  fufficientiy  of  it,  by  the  efforts  they  have  lately 
made  to  annihilate  it.  Your  Majefty  has  felt  the  at¬ 
tempt  that  has  been  made  againft  your  power,  by 
drawing  away  the  fource  of  the  riches  of  your  people  : 
'—you  have  taken  up  arms  to  defend  them— you  have 
confidered  the  advantage  of  trade,  and  the  fecuritv  of 
the  colonies,  as  the  real  objedts  of  the  prefent  war,  and 

as  one  of  the  benefits  you  expedt  to  derive  from  your 
conquefts.  J 

After  thefe  marks  of  powerful  protedtion,  would 
your  Majefty  ftill  perfift  in  impofing  upon  merchants 
and  mechanics  this  tax,  which  will  ever  be  an  inex- 
hauftible  fource  of  vexations  and  uneafinefs  ? 

it  is  with  the  inoft  refpedtful  confidence,  Sire,  that 
we  have  ventured  to  prefent  thefe  obfervations  to’you  • 
we  have  thought  them  worthy  of  engaging  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  a  great  King. 

Give  us  leave  to  join  another  defeription,  calculated 
to  make  an  impreffion  upon  the  heart  of  the  beft  and 
moil  affectionate  of  fathers. 

We  have  juft  prefented  to  you  that  powerful  clafs 
of  merchants,  whofe  vaft  enterprises  have  appeared  to 
us  to  deferve  your  Maj efty’s  attention.  But  there  is 
another  clafs  of  citizens,  whofe  induftry,  though  it 

cannot 
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canftot  be  too  much  encouraged,  vet  ferves  ftfelf  as  a 
pretence  for  new  taxes.  Thefe  are  the  perfons  whofe 
daily  labour  increafes  the  value  of  the  productions  of 
the  earth,  and  the  mafs  of  real  riches  :  iubjedts  necef- 
fary  to  the  State  ;  fince  it  is  from  them  alone  that  the 
general  trade  of  the  kingdom  derives  all  its  ftrength, 
and  all  its  fubftance  ;  men  who  are  perpetually  enured 
to  labour  and  fatigue,  whofe  indigence  alone  ought  to 
be  a  motive  for  abiding  them,  and  who,  on  account  of 
their  obfcurity,  are  expofed  to  oppreffions,  which  al¬ 
ways  remain  unpunished,  becaufe  they  are  always 
unknown. 

The  Magistrates,  to  whom  your  Majefty  has  in¬ 
truded  the  administration  of  each  province,  who  are 
chofen  from  each,  are  worthy,  no  doubt,  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  with  which  you  have  honoured  them  ;  but  is  it 
pofilble,  that  every  one  of  thofe  among  whom  they 
are  obliged  to  divide  the  authority  they  have  received 
from  your  Majefty,  Should  be  equally  incapable  of  mak'0  - 
ing  a  bad  ufe  of  it  ? 

It  is,  however,  to  thefe  fubaltern  Ministers,  that 
the  evaluation  of  the  powers  and  induftry  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  mechanic  is  intruded  ;  and  they  themfelves  can¬ 
not  proceed  to  thefe  edimates,  but  on  the  report  of 
men  of  a  rank  Still  inferior,  in  whom  they  are  obliged  \ 
to  confide. 

What  a  number  of  abufes  mud  arife  from  this  fubdi-  • 
vifion  of  an  arbitrary  authority  ?  and  what  refource  is  » 
left  to  the  unfortunate  Sufferer,  who  has  neither  the 
ieifure  nor  the  boidnefs  requifite  to  make  himfelf  be 
heard,  and  to  appeal  againft  this  oppreflion  ?  What  a 
number  of  animofities,  a<Sts  of  revenge,  and  vexations,  , 
mud  not  fuch  an  adminidration  give  rife  to  ? 

Thus  it  is,  that,  under  the  mod  juft  of  Kings,  in- 
judice,  which  would  not  dare  to  Shew  itfelf  openly, 
becomes  more  active  in  obfcurity.  Thus  it  is,  that  an 
operation,  ill-combined,  and  erroneous  in  itfelf,  is  the 
caufe  of  a  multitude  of  abufes,  which  could  not  be, 
forefeen,  and  which  cannot  be  dedroyed,  but  by  at¬ 
tacking  the  principle  of  them  ;  and  thefe  are  precifely 
the  objects  upon  which  the  mod  humble  and  mod  : 
refpeftful  remonftrances  of  your  Courts  are  to  dwell. 
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The  greatnefs  of  your  Majefty,  and  the  important 
cares  in  which  you  are  employed,  do  not  allow  you 
to  deice nd  into  details,  nor  to  perceive  the  evils  which 
you  alone  can  remedy.  It  is  in  order  to  be  informed, 
and  to  put  a  flop  to  them,  that  you  have  conftituted 
us,  not  only  the  Judges  of  your  people,  but  alfo  their 
pations  and  their  defenders,  and  that  you  have  intruft- 
ed  us  with  the  care  of  laying  before  your  facred  perfon 
the  complaints  of  the  unfortunate. 

Let  us  not,  therefore,  negledt  this  precious  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  making  you  acquainted  with  the  opprefhon 
under  which  your  people  have  laboured  for  lo  long  a 
time  ;  and  we  will  not  conceal  from  your  Majefty,  that 
what  we  have  already  reprefented  as  the  object  the 
moft  capable  of  exciting  your  fenfibility,  is  only  the 
ieaft  pait  of  the  arbitrary  taxes  which  are  levied  upon 

youi  lubjedts,  under  feverai  names  and  under  feveral 
pretences. 

Wiihout  entering  into  the  detail  of  irregular,  and  of 
courfe  unjuft  taxes,  we  will  only  fix  your  attention  upon 
that  which  has  taken  place  in>  your  kingdom  for  more 
tnan  fixty  years,  without  your  jubjedts  having  any  ju¬ 
dicial  modes  to  obtain  redreis  or  any  tribunals  to 
which  they  can  appeal  ;  an  impoft  which  is  guided  by 
the  fame  principle  as  the  Vingtieme ,  upon  branches  of 
mduftry ;  which  is  levied  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
which  occaftons  the  fame  abufes  :  an  impoft  the  moie 
burthenfome,  as  it  falls  indifcriminately  upon  every  in¬ 
dividual;  and  as,  fince  its  eftablifhment,  it  has  been 
augmented  by  a  fiimple  order  from  your  Council,  with¬ 
out  your  Majefty’s  having  made  your  Courts  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  it,  and  without  this  augmentation  being  made 
known  to  the  perfons  taxed  in  the  regular  form. 

Wefhouldbe  wanting  to  the  moft  effential  part  of 
our  duties,  and  fihouid  abandon  the  interefts  of  your 
people  intruded  to  us,  if  we  were  filent  any  longer, 
and  if  we  did  not  join  to  the  reprefentations  we  have 
made  to  your  Majefty  concerning  the  Vingtieme  upon 
branches  of  induftry,  our  moft  humble  {applications., 
that  you  would  for  the  future  eftablilh  certain  rules,  as 

much 
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much  for  the  colledting  of  the  capitation,  as  of  the 
other  impofts  which  are  arbitrarily  levied  in  your 
kingdom. 

How  happy  for  your  people,  and  how  glorious  for 
your  Majefty,  will  this  day  be,  if  we  are  fortunate 
enough  to  convince  you,  and  to  induce  you  to  reform 
the  abufes  of  an  infupportable  part  of  adminiftration,  and 
to  engage  you  to  apply  an  immediate  and  efficacious 
remedy  to  it !  Your  Courts  will  then  no  more  be  obliged 
to  reprefent  to  you  their  alarms  and  their  fears  upon 
the  fubjedt  of  the  perpetuity  of  impofts.  Your  fub- 
jedts,  witneftes  of  the  effect  which  the  expofition  of 
their  grievances  has  had  upon  you,  and  of  the  care  you 
will  have  taken  to  alleviate  them,  will  be  very  far 
from  having  any  uneaftnels  relative  to  the  employment 
or  the  duration  of  the  fuccours,  which  in  thefe  unfor¬ 
tunate  times  you  will  have  thought  neceftary. 

But,  however  ufeful  this  reform  may  be  to  your  peo¬ 
ple,  the  zeal  of  your  Court  of  Aids  would  not  be  tho¬ 
roughly  fatisfied,  if,  contenting  ourfelves  with  repre- 
fenting  to  you  the  abufes  already  introduced,  we  ne- 
gledted  to  inform  you  of  their  original  caufe. 

This  caufe,  Sire,  is  neither  uncertain,  nor  difficult 
to  be  detedled  ;  we  may  trace  it  from  the  infradtion  of 
the  laws  of  your  kingdom,  of  thofe  laws,  lefs  refpedt- 
able  for  their  antiquity  than  for  the  wifdom  which  has 
didtated  them. 

It  is  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe  auguft  laws,  that  the 
cognizance  of  the  difputes  which  have  arifen  on  the 
fubjedtof  the  Vingtieme ,  and  on  the  Capitation,  has 
been  taken  from  the  regular  tribunals,  and  that  no  al¬ 
ternative  has  been  left  to  your  fubjedts,  who  have 
thought  themfelves  injured,  but  either  to  fubmit  to  an 
unjuft  tax,  or  to  appeal  to  the  perfon  who  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  it,  by  demanding  of  him  to  reform  his  own 
work. 

It  is  by  means  of  thefe  attributions  of  authority,  as 
burthenfome  to  your  people  as  they  are  irregular,  that 
the  arbitrary  adminiftration,  the  pernicious  effedts  of 
which  we  have  laid  before  you,  has  been  eftabliftied. 
How  is  it  poftible  that  it  could  have  fubfifted  fo  long, 
under  the  infpedtion  of  Magiftrates,  friends  to  order, 

and 


;  t.o  give  a  decifion  till  they  have 

c.j’ a- nee  te  information  ?' 

i  our  Court  of  Aids,  to  whom  it  alone  belongs  to 
take  cognizance  ot  all  the  impofts  that  are  levied  upon 
your  lubjedts,  do  not  claim  the  reftoration  of  this  ju- 
rifdidlion,  if,  in  order  to  preferve  it,  they  mull  adopt 
the  eftabliihed  modes  of  colle&ing  arbitrary  impofi- 
tions. 

It  is  not  the  cognizance  of  the  difputes  relative  to 
the  Vingiieme  impofed  upon  induftry,  which  your  Court 
requires ;  it  is  the  total  abolition  of  this  tax,  which  can 
never  be  colledted  with  equity;  and  if  that  Court  re- 
prefents  to  you  the  many  incroachments  made  upon  it 
by  frequent  attributions  of  authority,  it  is  only  to 
make  known  to  your  Majefty  the  prejudice  which  re¬ 
fill  ts  from  thence  to  your  people. 

Your  Court  of  Aids,  created  at  the  fame  time  as 
the  firft  impofts,  over  which  their  jurifdiftion  has  been 
eftablifhed,  ought  not  to  omit  any  opportunity  of  re¬ 
tracing  to  your  Majefty  its  origin  ;  as  a  precious  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  juftice  and  goodnefs  of  our  Kings. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  the  intreaties  of  the  whole 
nation,  reprefented  by  its  Deputies,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  ancient  Diredtors  of  the  Aids  was  granted  ; 
and  the  moment  in  which  the  People  obtained  this 
favour  from  their  Sovereign,  was  that  in  which  the 
three  Orders  of  the  State  had  juft  been  giving  a  ftrik- 
ing  proof  of  their  zeal,  in  their  eagernefs  to  offer  a  vo¬ 
luntary  contribution. 

To  make  an  equitable  divifton  of  this,  Judges  were 
alked  for,  who  were  to  be  chofen  from  the  people. 
To  receive  the  appeals  of  the  fentences  iffued  from 
thefe  new  tribunals,  a  fuperior  Court  was  created, 
compofed  of  the  principal  perfons  of  each  of  the  three 
Orders  of  the  State.  The  perfons  deftined  for  this  im¬ 
portant  function,  were  chofen  by  the  States  themfelves, 
and  prefented  by  them  to  the  Monarch,  who  conde- 
feended  to  approve  them,  and  intrufted  them  with  the 
exercile  of  his  fovereign  authority. 

Soon  after,  fome  cruel  wars,  and  which  became 
more  expenfive  than  in  preceding  ages — powerful 
leagues;  formed. by  the  enemies  af  the  French  name— 

the 
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the  neceffity  of  maintaining,  in  time  of  peace,  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  regular  forces — with  a  multiplicity 
of  other  circumftances  added  to  thefe,  changed  the 
form  of  government  in  the  interior  of  your  kingdom, 
as  in  that  of  other  European  States  ;  the  momentary 
fuccours  furnifhed  by  the  people  in  times  of  war  proved 
inefficient ;  the  taxes  fettled  for  a  limited  time  became 
perpetual  ;  the  laws  which  regulate  the  colle&ing  of 
them,  were  multiplied  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the 
Judges  appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  them  were 
obliged  to  forego  every  other  occupation,  to  attend  in- 
tirely  to  this  laborious  function. 

Then  it  was  that  your  Court  of  Aids  affiumed  a 
form  fimilar  to  your  other  Courts,  but  without  ever 
departing  from  its  primitive  inftitution,  and  without 
lofing  the  right  it  has  ever  maintained,  of  affixing,  by 
each  regiftry,  the  laft  feal  to  the  Royal  authority  to 
the  edi£ts  notifying  the  eftablifhment  of  taxes,  and  of 
taking  foie  cognizance  of  the  difputes  relative  thereto  ; 
rights  which  it  can  never  relinquish,  fince  they  are  in¬ 
herent  in  its  conftitution  and  in  its  effience. 

Such  are,  Sire,  the  authentic  titles  which  we  would 
lay  before  your  Majefty,  if,  after  having  prefented  you 
with  the  fpeftacle  of  public  misfortunes,  we  could  be- 
ftow  a  thought  upon  the  perfonal  intereft  of  our  Com¬ 
pany. 

But  this  is  not  at  prefent  the  motive  that  animates 
us  ;  we  claim  our  rights,  only  becaufe  they  are 
the  rights  of  your  people  ;  we  only  complain  of  having 
been  difturbed  in  the  exercife  of  our  effential  functions, 
becaufe  this  difturbance  is  the  beginning  and  the  caufe 
of  the  vexations  to  which  your  fubje&s  are  expofed. 
It  is  in  their  name,  and  not  in  our  own,  that  we  im¬ 
plore  your  Majefty  to  leave  to  the  Court  of  Aids  the 
free  exercife  of  their  jurifdi&ion,  and  to  reftore  to  his 
people  their  natural  Judges* 

The  tax  which  is-  levied  upon  induftry,  being  defec¬ 
tive  in  its  nature,  could  never  have  borne  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  juftice ;  it  is  not,  therefore,  furprizing,  that 
there  fhould  have  been  a  delire  of  exempting  it  from 
our  cognizance,  But  the  principal  part  of  this  tax^  ^ 

which 
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which  regards  real  edates,  is  fufceptible  of  a  more  ex- 
a<5t  regulation,  and  a  more  equitable  valuation.  From 
what  motive,  and  under  what  pretence,  has  it  been 
comprized  in  an  authority  given  by  your  Majefty  to 
the  Commifiioners  didributed  in  each  province  ? 

In  vain  would  any  one  endeavour  to  prove  to  you, 
that  the  levying  of  this  contribution,  in  order  to  be 
done  with  exadnefs,  ought  to  be  founded  on  a  previous 
emmation  ol  the  grounds,  and  other  landed  property 
of  your  kingdom,  and  that  this  eftimation  could  not  be 
made  but  by  informations  taken  upon  the  fpot,  or  by 
other  operations,  which  the  tedioufnefs  of  formalities 
did  not  allow  to  be  made  in  a  judicial  form. 

This  motive  was  plaufible  in  the  beginning,  and 
your  Court  of  Aids  have  tedified  by  their  filence,  that 
the  intered  of  their  juiifdifition  was  never  the  objedt  of 
their  proceedings,  when  it  came  in  competition  with 
public  intered. 

But  this  impod,  renewed  on  three  different  occafi- 
ons,  has  been  now  levied  without  interruption  for  the 
fpace  of  fifteen  years,.  What  kind  of  direction  muff 
this  tax  then  have  been  fubmitted  to,  if,  after  fo  long 
a  time,  the  valuations  have  not  yet  been  fettled  ? 

Undoubtedly  this  ought  to  have  been  done  ;  and, 
if  this  work  is  not  yet  completed,  what  is  become  of 
the  advantages  that  were  expected  from  the  adminii- 
tration  of  the  Commiffioners  of  your  Councils. 

VV'e  will  fay  no  more,  Sire,  upon  fo  intereding  a 
point,  and  which  already  has  fo  often  been  the  fubjedt 
of  the  moll  humble  and  mod  refpedtful  remondrances 
oi  your  Courts. 

We  fhall  not  quote  the  numerous  laws  by  which 
all  kinds  of  appeals  have  been  profcribed,  nor  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  our  greated  Kings,  who  have  de¬ 
clared  the  abufe  of  them  on  feveral  ftriking  occafions. 

We  will  not  dwell  upon  the  inconveniencies  which 
arife  from  dripping  the  tribunals,  to  fubditute  to  them 
one  fingle  Magiftrate,  who  even  can  only  give  to  the 
objects  prelented  to  him  a  curfory  attention,  being  for 
ever  taken  off  by  occupations  of  a  different  nature. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  important  confiderations  are  too  prefent  to 
your  Majefty,  to  make  it  neceftary  to  recall  them  to 
your  memory. 

We  fhall  content  ourfelves  with  uniting  under  one 
(ingle  point  of  view,  the  numerous  abufes  which  refult 
from  the  commiftions  and  attributions  of  authority 
given  to  individuals  in  matters  of  taxation. 

We  have  fet  before  your  eyes  a  (ketch  of  thofe 
which  are  introduced  in  the  levying  of  the  Virgtieme , 
of  the  Capitation,  and  other  taxes,  the  cognizance  of 
which  has  been  injudicioufly  delegated  to  Commifli- 
oners  ;  let  us  add  to  this,  the  creation  of  thofe  irregu¬ 
lar  tribunals  eftablifhed  upon  the  frontiers  of  your 
kingdom,  to  judge  definitively  of  the  offences  relative 
to  the  cuftoms  of  your  farms. 

We  fhall  not  endeavour  to  criticife  the  conduct  of 
thofe  Commiftioners  ;  but,  while  we  fuppofe  them  pof- 
felfed  of  all  the  qualifications  requifite  for  the  fun&ions 
they  exert,  we  fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  authenticated 
fafts. 

Two  very  real  misfortunes  are — on  one  hand,  the 
terror  which  thefe  irregular  tribunals  fpread  among 
the  people  ;  and,  on  the  other,  the  great  number  of 
fanguinary  executions  wdiich  have  been  nsade  under 
their  authority,  fince  theyexift./  The  neceflity  of  put¬ 
ting  a  flop  to  fmuggling,  has  been  the  pretence  for 
thefe  formidable  eftabliftiments.  Let  us  judge,  from 
recent  inftances,  whether  this  practice  is  put  a  flop  to, 
or  even  decreafed,  in  your  kingdom. 

If  we  fhould  carry  our  oblervations  farther,  and 
confider,  as  citizens  and  faithful  fubjedts  of  your  Ma- 
jefty ,  obje&s  which  are  immediately  under  our  cogni¬ 
zance,  obje&s  of  which  we  are  not  allowed  to  take 
notice  as  judges,  what  confufion  will  arife  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  !  what  confternation  will  prevail 
in  other  Companies  1 

One  of  your  Courts  has  had  almofl  the  whole  of  its 
fun&ions  taken  from  them,  upon  the  fimple  requeft  of 
the  Farmer  of  the  Cufloms  of  your  Majefty  ;  refpeft- 
ful  complaints  have  been  carried  to  the  foot  of  your 
throne,  very  ftrong  juftifications  have  been  prefented 
to  your  Council,  without  its  appearing  that  they  have 
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been  attended  to  ;  this  kind  of  interdiction  has  laded 
for  feven  years,  and,  during  fo  long  an  interval,  a 
iubaltern  Judge  has  been  authorifed  to  fill  the  funCti- 
ons  of  a  Court,  with  a  privilege,  as  it  is  faid,  to  appeal 
to  your  Majefly’s  Council ;  as  if  the  mod  of  the  affairs 
which  concern  the  Fanner  of  your  Cufloms  were  ob- 

a  nature,  as  to  oblige  oppreffed 
individuals  to  come  up  from  the  extremity  of  the  re¬ 
moved  provinces,  to  bring  their  complaints  to  the 
capital. 

Another  Company,  deemed  formerly  worthy  of 
your  Majedy’s  favour,  is  at  prefent  oppreffed  with  the 
weight  of  your  indignation,  after  having  been  deprived 
of  their  mod  important  functions  ;  its  Chiefs  are  dif- 
perfed,  the  Company  itfelf  is  difgraced  by  the  mod 
humiliating  condemnations.  Thefe  drokes  are  equally 
fatal  to  the  magidracy  and  to  the  people,  who  are 
lubordinate  to  them ;  they  are  aCts  of  feverity,  to 
which  your  Majedy  never  confents  without  reluctance, 
and  which  always  affect  your  paternal  heart,  even  at 
a  time  when  you  think  judice  requires  it. 

We  /hall  not  here  undertake  to  judify  thofe  unfor¬ 
tunate  Magidrates  ;  this  is  an  objeCt  foreign  to  our  re- 
prefentations,  and  of  which  we  have  no  judicial  cog¬ 
nizance.  If  any  voice  fhould  be  raifed  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  it  ought  to  be  that  of  the  province  wherein  they 
rendered  judice  to  your  fubjeCts,  and  which  has  been 
witnefs  to  their  conduct  and  their  misfortunes:  the 
condernation  which  prevails  there,  is  a  tedimony  to 
which  we  could  add  nothing. 

But  there  is  one  reflection  remaining  for  us  to  make, 
which  can  never  come  improperly  from  us,  which  is 
that  the  difgrace  of  that  Company,  and  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  which  have  been  the  neceffary  confequences  of 
it,  have  owed  their  firfl  origin  to  one  of  thofe  irregular 
attributions  of  authority  which  are  the,  objeCts  of  our 
complaints  and  reprefentations. 

The  importance  of  the  objeCts  we  have  already  treat¬ 
ed  of,  and  the  extent  which  we  have  been  obliged  to 
give  to  them,  will  not  permit  us*  Sire,  to  expofe  in 
the  fame  detail  the  inconveniencies  of  the  feveral  im- 
po  As .  comprehended  under  the  name  of  cudoms  re- 

inflated*  ^ 
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inflated,  and  other  rights,  the  levying  of  which  you 
have  ordered  by  a  declaration  of  the  7th  of  July. 

It  will  undoubtedly  have  been  obleived  to  yourMa- 
jefly,  that  the  imports  only  fall  upon  the  people  of  your 
capital  ;  and  great  rtrefs  will  have  been  laid  upon  the 
ealy  ciicumftances  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  prodigi¬ 
ous  riches  which  abound  and  are  confumed  ;n  that  ini- 
men  fe  city. 

But  let  us  be  permitted  to  reprefent  to  you,  that  it 
is  upon  the  pooreft  portion  of  your  people  that  part 
of  thefe  taxations  fall  ;  and  that  this  capital,  fo  rich, 
and  fo  able  to  furnilh  powerful  fuccours,  has  always 
been  honoured  with  peculiar  marks  of  the  benevo¬ 
lence,  and,  if  I  may  venture  to  fay  it,  with  the  pre¬ 
dilection  of  your  Majefty,  and  of  the  Kings  your  pre- 
deceflors. 

Your  Majefty  has  been  fo  much  ftruck  with  this  re¬ 
flection,  that  you  have  already  granted,  of  your  own 
accord,  a  confiderable  diminution  upon  that  cbjeCt. 
Shall  we  venture  to  confider  this  teftimony  of  your 
bounty,  as  a  motive  to  hope  for  the  total  iuppreflion 
of  thole  taxes  ?  and,  if  the  calamities  of  the  war  will 
not  admit  of  this  at  prefent,  may  we  not  at  leaf!:  flatter 
ourfelves,  that  they  will  not  laft  longer  than  the  war 
for  which  they  have  been  renewed  ? 

The  circumftances  which  oblige  your  Majerty  to 
eflabli/K  imports  oppreflive  to  your  people,  fufpend,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  demands  of  your  Courts,  and  do 
not.  permit  them  to  reprefent  to  you  the  mifery  to 
which  that  people  are  reduced,  with  all  the  energy 
which  fuch  a  cafe  would  require.  It  muft,  however, 
be  owned.  Sire,  that  this  is  the  principal  objeCt  of  the 
fteps  we  have  taken,  and  this  is  what  excites  our  grief 
and  our  complaints  at  the  view  of  new  taxations  ;  and 
this  motive,  fo  powerful  upon  the  heart  of  your  Ma- 
jerty,  makes  us  hope  from  your  goodnefs,  ftili  more 
than  from  the  ftrength  of  our  repieientations,  that, 
after  having  humbled  your  enemies,  your  firftcare  will 
be  to  bring  a  neceflary  alleviation  to  the  misfortunes  of 
your  fubjeCts. 

But  if  the  neceflity  of  furnifhing  fuccours  to  the 
State,  prevents  us,  for  a  moment,  from  dwelling  upon 

the 
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the  fituation  of  individuals,  _  there  is  no  confideration 
that  can  prevent  us  from  laying  before  you  our  alarms 
upon  the  anticipated  prorogation  of  the  import,  the 
duration  of  which  your  Majefty  has  limited. 

We  cannot  avoid  reprefenting  upon  this  occafion  to 
your  Majefty,  that  a  part  of  the  taxes  which  are  levied 
upon  your  people,  have  been  likewife  impofed  origi¬ 
nally  for  the  adtual  wants  of  the  State,  and  for  a  li- 
niited  time,  and  that  it  is  by  repeated  prorogations  that 
they  are  become  perpetual. 

We  are  not  afraid  once  more  to  fubmit  to  your 
confideration,  that  fatal  impofition  which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  reprefented  as  the  moft  burthenfome  of  all,  by 
the  arbitrary  form  in  which  it  is  collected. 

Eftablillied  in  times  refembling  the  prefent,  it  was  to 
laft  no  longer  than  the  war,  to  the  wants  of  which  it 
was  confecrated. 

The  late  King,  your  auguft  great  grandfather,  gave 
his  Royal  word  of  it,  and  joined  to  it  the  promife  of 
not  doing,  while  the  war  Jhould  lajl9  any  other  extraor¬ 
dinary  affairs  ;  promifes  which  are  often  obliged  to  be 
infringed  by  neceftity,  but  which  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
were  never  given,  but  with  a  certainty  of  executing 
them  faithfully.  The  misfortunes  in  which  your  king¬ 
dom  was  plunged,  did  not  permit  your  fubjedls  to  de¬ 
mand  the  execution  of  fo  authentic  an  engagements 

The  firfl  years  of  your  Majefty ’s  reign  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  acquitting  immenfe  debts,  and  it  was  not  in 
your  power  to  give  up  a  fuccour  become  as  neceftary 
as  in  time  of  war.  However,  there  have  fince  been 
happier  times  than  thofe  ;  the  public  misfortunes  have 
ceafed,  we  have  feen  order  re-eftablifhed  in  your  fi¬ 
nances,  and  yet  the  tax  full  fubfifts. 

Thefe  are,  Sire,  the  examples  we  have  before  our 
eyes,  and  which  we  recoiled!  whenever  a  piolongation 
of  imports  is  in  agitation.  If  your  Court  of  Aids  has 
negledted,  on  feveral  important  occafions,  to  make 
their  juft  remonftrances  to  you  upon  this  fubjedt,  they 
have  undoubtedly  imagined,  that  all  the  refedtions 
that  could  pofli'oly  be  fuggefted,  had  been  already  re¬ 
prefented  to  you,  and  they  were  perhaps  afraid  of 
fatiguing  you  by  ufelefs  repetitions. 


But 
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But  why  fhould  we  feek  to  diffemble  our  fault  ? 
Let  us  confefs  the  reproaches  we  have  to  make  to  our- 
felves  : — we  have  been  wanting  to  one  of  our  principal 
duties,  by  poftponing,  lor  lo  long  a  time,  the  laying 
before  your  Maj city’s  eyes  objects  fo  important  for  the 
general  adminiftration  of  your  kingdom. 

The  multiplicity  of  abufes  compels  us  at  length  to 
break  filence,  and  we  cannot  feize  a  more  favourable 
opportunity,  than  the  time  in  which  your  fubjeCts  are 
going  to  be  burthened  with  frefh  taxations,  neceflary, 
without  doubt,  but  the  load  of  which  is  not  lefs  heavy 
upon  the  people. 

The  greater  difpatch  your  Court  of  Aids  has  ufed 
in  the  execution  of  your  orders,  and  in  the  promulga¬ 
tion  of  your  laws,  the  more  it  behoves  them  to  repre- 
fent  with  energy  to  you  the  abufes  they  have  obferved 
in  them,  and  the  alleviations  which  may  be  adduced. 

The  Court  would  even  have  fulfilled  their  duty  but 
imperfectly,  if  they  had  limited  themfelves  to  the  ob¬ 
jects  contained  in  the  three  declarations. 

The  radical  defect  of  feveral  taxations  could  not 
be  perceived  and  felt  in  all  its  extent,  without  bringing 
all  the  confequences  together. 

This  general  defcription  cannot  fail  of  making  a 
ftrong  and  lading  impreflion  upon  the  mind  of  your 
Majefty  ;  and  if  the  prefent  circumftances,  and  even 
the  greatnefs  of  the  objeCt,  do  not  permit  you  to  grant, 
to  the  diftrefs  of  your  fubjeCts,  a  relief  fo  fpeedy  as 
you  could  wifli,  your  Court  of  Aids  flatter  themfelves 
that  the  important  reflections  they  have  been  making 
will  ever  be  prefent  to  your  Majefty’s  mind,  and  they 
intreat  your  Majefty  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  pre- 
ient  them  to  him  in  more  favourable  times. 

Thefe  are,  Sire,  the  moil  humble  and  moft  refpeCt- 
ful  remonftrances,  which  your  moft  humble  and  moll 
obedient,  moft  faithful  and  moft  affectionate  fubjeCts 
and  fervants,  the  perfons  holding  your  Court  of  Aids, 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  prefent  to  your  Majefty, 
the  Chambers  being  affembled  on  Tuefday  the  14th  of 
September,  1756. 

(Signed)  Lamoignon. 
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Journal  Qj  *11)0(11  happened  to  us  at  Louijbourg ,  from  the 

20th  of  June  1757. 

WE  arrived  on  the  20th  of  June,  1757,  in  the 
road  of  Louifbourg,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.  As  foon  as  IVil .  Dube  is  de  la  Motte  had 
call;  anchor, .  he  hoifted  the  fquare  flag  on  the  mizen- 
maft,  the  V ice- Admiral  s  diftindhon.  We  found  there 
M.  de  Beaufremont,  who  was  returned  from  St.  Do¬ 
mingo  fince  Whit-Sunday.  He  was  on  board  the 
■ Tonnant ;  and  the  other  fhips  of  his  fquadron  were,  the 
Defenfeur ,  the  Diademe ,  /’ Inflexible ,  and  PEveiHe; 
and  his  frigates  were  la  Brune  and  la  Comete. 

M.  Durevdt^was  arrived  two  days  before  us,  with 
the  fquadron  ofrrovcnce,  excepting  le  Vaillant ,  which 
had  been  feparated  from  them  by  the  fog,  and  which 
arrived  only  five  days  after. 

About  a  fortnight  after  our  arrival,  the  fhips  le  Bi¬ 
zarre  and  le  Celebre  were  ordered  to  fet  fail  for  Que¬ 
bec,  to  convoy  the  veffels  on  board  of  which  was  the 
battalion  of  Berry.  The  Fleur  de  Lys  fet  fail  fome 
days  after,  to  convoy  a  finall  veffel  laden  with  the 
baggage  of  the  battalion  ;  but,  having  parted  company 
during  the  fog,  this  veffel  was  taken  by  a  privateer  ; 
all  the  crew,  however,  efcaped  upon  land.  The  Fleur 
de  Lys  came  back  after  a  ten  days  cruife,  without  hav¬ 
ing  met  with  any  thing  but  a  merchantman,  which 
very  happily  entered  here  :  fhe  was  laden  with  provi- 
fions  for  the  fquadron. 

The  Chevalier  de  Graffe  came  back  the  10th  of 
June,  with  the  fchooner  upon  which  he  cruifed  round 
Halifax  ;  he  brought  us  no  certain  news  of  the  motions 
of  the  Englifli.  He  had  landed  upon  the  coafl:  a  man 
named  Gautier,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  language 
of  the  favages ;  this  man  took  two  of  them,  with 
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whom  he  was  acquainted  along  with  him,  and  they 
went  together  as  tar  as  the  gates  of  Halifax  ;  they 
killed  five  Englifhmen,  and  brought  off  one  prifoner, 
who  fays  that  Admiral  Holburn  is  expected  from  Eng¬ 
land  with  28  iliips  of  the  line  and  80  tranlports. 

The  19th  July,  M  Boifhebert  brought  from  Ca¬ 
nada  a  hundred  and  fifty  lavages,  and  as  many  Cana¬ 
dians,  whom  he  conduced  through  woods  and  moun¬ 
tains  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  fatigue.  They 
are  encamped  two  leagues  from  hence  :  fifteen  of  thole 
got  drunk  yefterday,  and  went  to  a  woman’s  houle  to 
alk  her  for  more  drink  fhe  refuting  to  give  them  any, 
they  attempted  to  ftrangle  her  ;  the  guard  was  called, 
and  came  immediately  ;  one  of  the  lavages  laid  his 
hand  upon  the  Corporal’s  gun,  as  foon  as  he  entered, 
but  the  foldier  who  followed  him,  gave  him  a  blow, 
and  obliged  him  to  let  go  his  hold  :  the  favages  fur- 
rounded  the  three  men,  who  wanted  to  fire,  but  the 
Corporal  very  prudently  prevented  them,  and  the  fa¬ 
vages  were  beaten  out  of  the  houfe.  Whoever  gives 
any  liquor  to  thefe  people  is  liable  to  be  punifhed  by 
being  lent  to  the  galleys  ;  this  punifbment  has  not  yet 
been  inflided,  but  it  the  firft  perfon  who  gives  them 
liquor  were  to  be  hanged  up  immediately,  iuch  difmal 
adventures  would  not  happen  fo  often. 

20th  of  July.  Our  crews  begin  to  recover  :  thofe 
who  are  in  good  health  go  out  to  wood  and  water. 
We  are  all  repaired  at  prelent,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea 
again.  In  the  mean  time,  at  all  events,  we  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  a  garden,  from  which  we  hope  to 
gather  fallad  fome  time  hence ;  which  is  a  great  mat¬ 
ter  in  this  country,  where  it  is  very  fcarce.  We  go 
a  fi filing  every  day  ;  there  is  plenty  of  fiili  here,  which  . 
is  of  great  fervice  to  the  crews,  for  there  are  no  other 
refrefhments. 

A  battery  is  going  to  be  eroded  on  the  corner  of  the 
iflet,  capable  or  bearing  at  a  dillance  ;  for  there  was 
none  there  before,  fo  that  no  iliip  could  be  fired  upon 
till  flie  arrived  in  the  very  road.  The  guns  of  the 
Royal  battery,  which  the  Engliih  made  uie  of  in  the 

lafl  fiege,  to  take  the  town,  are  to  be  emuloyed  for4 
that  purpofe. 

The 


The  fortifications  of  the  town  are  ftill  carried  on 
very  vigoroufly,  under  the  infpedtion  of  M.  Franquet, 
Chief  engineer  of  New  France,  and  Brigadier  in  the 
King’s  armies.  It  is  faid  that  he  is  a  very  able  man. 
At  prefers  he  has  given  orders  to  demolifh  the  Black 
Cape,  which  is  a  mountain  of  rocks,  half  a  quarter  of 
a  league  from  the  town,  and  where  batteries  might  be 
ereCted  to  command  it. 

The  17  th,  the  two  frigates  the  Comete  and  the 
Bt  •urn  fet  fail,  in  order  to  cruife  for  fome  time,  and  to 
fuccour  a  merchantman,  which  is  blocked  up  by  a 
bri  gantine  four  leagues  from  hence. 

The  25th,  they  returned  to  port  with  the  velleJ, 
which  had  had  a  lmart  engagement  with  another  mer¬ 
chantman. 

The  ill  of  Augufi:,  a  vefleL  from  la  Rochelle  ar¬ 
rived  here,  laden  with  all  kinds  of  merchandife  and 
provifions.  She  only  met  a  fmall  privateer,  which 
chafed  her  for  fome  time.  Orders  are  given  to  raife 
three  companies  of  volunteers,  taken  from  the  pilotins 
of  the  fhips.  The  2d,  M.  Genou'il  reviewed  the 
three  companies  of  volunteers *and  the  battalion  of 
marines. 

The  3d,  half  a  dozen  favages,  who  went  with 
Gautier  a  fortnight  ago,  arrived  ;  they  brought  with 
them  three  Englifhmen  prifoners,  of  whom  very  in-, 
tereiling  things  are  reported. 

We  went  yeilerday  to  fee  the  camp  of  the  favages 
M.  Boifihebert  brought  from  Canada  ;  there  are  1  50  of 
them,  and  as  many  Canadians  ;  they  are  all  tolerably 
well  armed,  and  feem  to  be  very  defirous  of  ferving 
the  King,  whom  they  call  their  Father  of  Paris.  They 
are  encamped  in  a  creek  towards  the  bay  of  Gabarus, 
where  the  Englifh  landed  when  they  took  the  town. 
Good  intrenchments  have  been  made  there,  with  fome 
pieces  of -cannon,  to  prevent  the  Englifh  from  landing, 
in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  it. 

Upon  the  intelligence  M.  Dubois  de  la  Motte  has 
received,  that  the  Englifh  were  to  come  and  make 
fome  attempts,  he  cauled  intrenchments  to  be  thrown 
up  in  almoft  all  the  places  where  a  defcent  could  be 
practicable.  The  mod  proper  creek  for  this  purpofe 

was 
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was  that  of  the  Great  Laurembeck  ;  and  accordingly 
he  had  put  more  cannon  and  troops  there. 

The  7th  of  Auguft  I  received  orders  from  the  Com- 
miiTioner  of  the  fquadron  to  quit  the  veflel,  and  go 
and  encamp  at  Laurembeck,  to  provide  for  the  fub- 
fiflence  of  the  troops. 

The  8th,  I  embarked  on  board  the  fchooner,  to 
convey  provifions  fufficient  to  fubfift  800  men  for 
twelve  days  :  they  arrived  the  next  day.  My  fuft 
care  was  to  have  barracks  conftru£ted,  to  fhelter  the 
provifions  from  bad  weather. 

The  9th,  the  troops  for  guarding  thefe  three  creeks 
came  to  their  pofts ;  befides  600  marines,  there  were 
200  volunteers  taken  from  the  pilotins  of  the  whole 
fquadron,  commanded  by  officers  of  the  navy.  At  firfi; 
there  was  a  great  confufion,  as  well  in  the  diftribution 
of  provifions,  as  in  the  arrangement  of  each  poft  :  but 
at  prefent  every  thing  is  in  good  order,  we  are  ready 
to  give  the  Englifli  a  good  reception.  As  there  are 
feveral  other  places  favourable  for  landing,  the  Ge¬ 
neral  has  taken  care  to  fend  troops:  there. 

The  19th,  in  the  evening,  we  faw  21  fail  of  En^- 
hfh  fliips,  confifting  of  16  or  17  fhips  of  the  line,  and 
tne  reft  frigates.  They  came  near  enough  to  the  city 
clearly  to  diftinguifh  the  fhips  that  are  in  the  har¬ 
bour.  ^  The  20th,  we  again  perceived  them  in  the 

morning  ;  but  the  fog  coming  on  concealed  them  from 
us. 

T'nc  camp  was  originally  intended  to  laft  only  twelve 
days,  but  as  the  Englifli  have  not  yet  made  any  at¬ 
tempt,  the  General,  being  afraid  of  their  return,  has 
cauied  provifions  to  be  delivered  to  us  for  twelve 
days  more.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  believe  we  fihall 
con  fume  them  all ;  becaufe  this  is  the  time  when  high 
winds  are  veiy  fiequent,  which  will  oblige  them  to  put 
to  lea  'y  iOr  iliould  they  blow  while  they  remain  upon 
our  coafft  they  would  be  in  great  danger. 

The  General  has  given  orders  for  the  fhips  that 
were  at  the  farthermoft  part  of  the  bay  to  be  towed 
up,  in  order  to  anchor  in  the  great  road,  that  they 
may  be  near  at  hand  to  fet  fail  with  the  whole  fleet, 
upon  the  firfi  fignal. 


We 
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We  are  impatiently  expelling  the  EnglilK  to  come 
to  a  refolution,  either  one  way  or  another.  A  vefiel 
from  la  Rochelle,  laden  with  provifions,  arrived  yes¬ 
terday,  which  reported  that  it  had  Seen  the  Englifh 
Squadron  in  the  South-weft. 

The  Englifh  not  having  appeared  again,  M.  Du¬ 
bois  de  la  Motte  has  judged  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
keep  the  detachment  of  marines  and  the  volunteers  in 
the  camp  of  Laurembeck  any  longer  ;  accordingly,  he 
has  given  orders  to  M.  de  Caftillon,  Commander  of  the 
camp,  to  {trike  the  tents,  and  re-imbark  the  troops  in 
the  Hoops,  which  were  come  to  fetch  them  from  the 
further  end  of  the  bay. 

With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Canada,  the  following 
is  a  circumftantial  letter,  which  will  inform  you  of 
them. 


N°  VIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  written  from  Quebec,  the  io th  of  Au- 
gufi  1757*  •with  regard  to  the  affairs  which  have 
pajfed  in  Canada. 

SINCE  the  capture  of  Chouaghen,  all  the  villages 
of  the  five  Iroquois  nations  have  determined  to 
join  us,  or  to  remain  neuter.  In  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember  laft,  they  fent  an  embafiy  to  the  General,  com- 
pofed  of  200  of  their  principal  Chiefs.  They  re¬ 
mained  at  Montreal  near  two  months,  where  they 
were  received  with  every  teftimony  of  friendfhip. 
They  prefented  to  our  Governor  Several  necklaces,  Spe¬ 
cifying  matters  of  importance  to  the  colony.  One  of 
the  necklaces  was  to  allure  us,  that  they  had  Seen  with 
pleafure  the  fuccefs  of  our  enterprize  upon  Ofwego, 
or  Chouaghen ;  another,  Specified  their  engagements 
never  to  permit  the  English  to  form  new  eftablilhments 
upon  Lake  Ontario,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  ano¬ 
ther,  was  to  induce  us  to  eftabliili,  in  the  midft  of 
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tneir  villages,  magazines  to  furniflr  them  with  what 
they  Ihould  want,  and  to  receive  the  produce  of  their 
chacein  exchange  ;  another,  was  to  offer  us  their  young- 
warriors  to  aflift  us  in  fighting  the  enemy.  All  thele 
propofals  have  been  received  very  favourably  .  and  in 
order  to  give  them  certain  teftimonies  of’ it  they 

were  laden  with  prefents,  before  they  returned  to  their 
villages. 

The  2 1  ft  of  January,  M.  de  Rouilly,  doing  the 
duty  °f  Major  at  St.  Frederic,  received  ordeAom 
M.  de  Luugnan,  Commander  of  the  fort  of  that 
name,  to  repair  to  the  fort  of  Carillon,  to  convey 
Jrere  provifions  of  all  kinds,  with  eight  carnages 
each  drawn  by  two  horfes,  and  efcorted  by  fifteen 
Rimers,  one  ferjeant,  and  two  officers  of  the  Royal 
Rouffillon,  and  of  the  navy.  Three  of  the  carriages 
with  ten  foldiers,  had  led  the  van,  and  being  at  Ihe 
pemnfula,  M.  de  Rouilly  perceived  the  enemy  coming 
out  of  the  wood,  to  the  number  of  7o  or  80  menS 
who  attacked  the  three  carriages  ;  feven  of  our  men 

unon  fZ  "e^“d  U,ree  efcaPpd-  b7  retreating 

vain  M  R '  h,e  ene‘n7  P«rfued  them,  but  in 
rain.  ^  M  de  Rouilly  detached  a  man  on  horfeback  to 

acquaint  M.  de  Lufignan  with  this  event,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fent  a  reinforcement  of  100  men,  without  anv 
provifions  and  little  ammunition,  as  well  ravages  as 
Canadian  foldiers  or  volunteers.  Four  officers  five  ca¬ 
dets,  and  two  volunteers,  were  afterwards  fen t  off  to 
convey  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  our  little  de¬ 
tachment  made  a  forced  march  to  intercept  the  ene¬ 
my  :  At  two  o’c.ock  in  the  afternoon  they  arrived  at 
the  place  where  they  were  to  wait  for  them  •  an  horn- 

after  they  faw  the  EngliJh,  who  were  marching  on 
Jowly  and  finging.  Half  of  our  detachment  made  a 
d  feharge  of  mufketry,  which  had  no  effeft.  The  ac¬ 
ton  was  Begun  with  obftinacy,  and  lafted  til]  Zht  - 
the  enemy  in  their  flight  feized  upon  an  advantalo 
.poll.  At  eight  o'clock  at  night,  two  Canadln*™ 
to  acquaint  the  Commander  that  the  ammunition  faff 
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— their  lofs  confided  of  40  men  killed,  among  which 
were  three  officers  ;  and  eight  prifoners,  two  of  whom 
were  wounded  ; — thofe  who  fled  were,  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity,  almoft  all  wounded,  fince  only  three  of  them  got 
back  to  Fort  George,  from  whence  they  were  detach¬ 
ed.  We  have  loft  on  this  occafion  eleven  men,  who 
died  upon  the  field  of  battle,  among  whom  is  included 
one  favage  ;  we  had  twenty-fix  men  wounded, 
fimong  whom  was  M.  Bafferode,  Captain  of  Lan¬ 
guedoc,  who  commanded  the  detachment,  befides 
four  cadets,  feventeen  foldiers,  two  Canadians,  and 
two  favages. 

M.  de  Vaudreuil  having  determined  to  make  a  win¬ 
ter  campaign,  in  order  to  attempt  an  expedition  againft 
Fort  George,  ordered  accordingly  a  detachment  of 
1600  men,  300  of  which  were  land  forces,  command¬ 
ed  by  M.  de  Poulariez,  Captain  of  Grenadiers  in  the 
regiment  of  Bearn,  300  marines,  600  Canadians,  and 
400  favages.  This  detachment  was  commanded  by 
M.  de  Rigaud,  brother  to  the  Governor  General,  hav¬ 
ing  under  his  command  M.  de  Longueil,  Lieutenant  of 
the  King  at  Quebec,  M.  Damas,  Captain  of  the  troops 
of  the  colony,  who  a6ted  as  Adjutant  Geneial,  and  M. 
le  Mercier,  Commander  of  the  artillery,  afting  as  En¬ 
gineer.  This  detachment  let  off  fiom  Montreal  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  and,  on  account  of  the  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  did  not  arrive  till  the  9th,  from  whence  it 
inarched  the  13  th,  paffmg  to  the  fouth  of  the  ake 
St.  Sacrament,  and  encamped  the  18th  at  the  di  ance 
of  a  league  and  a  half  from  Fort  George  ;  M.  de  Poula¬ 
riez,  accompanied  by  Mefirs.  Dumas,  Raimon  ,  anc 
Savourin, -were  ordered  to  reconnoitre  that  fort  within- 
a  quarter  of  a  league  ;  they  perceived  the  enemy  in 
motion  ;  this  made  them  doubt  the  fuccefs  of  the  ei- 
calade,  which  had  been  projected,  and  upon  their  re¬ 
port  M.  Rigaud  gave  it  up.  The  19th,  We  favages 
and  fome  Canadians  went  and  fired  at  the  toot  of  the 
fort.  The  20th,  2 1  ft,  and  2zd,  the  troops  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  burning  a  fortlet,  in  which  there  were  a  few 
volunteers,  who,  on  the  approach  of  our  detachment, 
took  refuge  in  the  fort :  300  boats,  four  barks  two 

fheds,  one  hofpital,  fome  barracks,  a  lawing  null,  and 
’  r  a  quantity 
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a  quantity  of  wood  for  fire  and  building,  were  like  wife 
burnt.  M.  le  Mercier,  by  order  of  the  Commandant, 
lent  a  fummons  to  the  Commander  of  the  fort  to  fur- 
render  ;  but  he  made  anfwer,  that  if  lie  were  to  pe- 
rifh  there,  with  all  his  garrifon,  he  would  defend  him- 
felf  as  well  in  a  bad  pofl  as  in  a  good  one.  We  then 
retired. 

The  Englhli  have  made  no  fallies  :  the  favages  af¬ 
firm  that  they  have  killed  twenty,  who  came  out  of  the 
fort ;  but  they  are  not  believed.  Our  lofs  has  been 
five  men  killed  and  fix  wounded. 

M.  Wolf,  a  partizan  officer  belonging  to  the  land 
forces,  exafperated  at  not  having  been  able,  after  feve- 
ral  attempts,  to  fet  fire  to  a  bark  of  16  guns,  which 
was  (till  upon  the  flocks,  and  under  the  cannon  of  the 
fort,  afked  permiffion  to  go  there  with  twenty  men, 
giving  affiurances  that  he  would  burn  it  without  mak¬ 
ing  ufe  of  the  ufual  artifices  :  Having  obtained  per¬ 
miffion,  he  made  fome  faggots  of  dry  wood,  took  a 
pot  of  greafe,  and  a  hatchet,  with  which  he  made 
five  holes  in  the  body  of  the  veffiel,  wherein  lie  thruft 
his  wood  and  his  greafe,  and  burnt  it  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  who  fired  flrongly  from  the  ramparts,  but  did 
not  attempt  a  Tally. 

Several  parties  of  favages  and  Canadians  have  been 
Pent  out  in  the  month  of  June,  with  a  view  to  ac¬ 
quire  certain  intelligence  of  the  en£my,  and  of  the 
movements  they  might  make.  Thefe  parties  have  ta¬ 
ken  fome  prifoners  in  different  places,  who  all  agree  in 
faying  that  Fort  George  was  defended  by  fifteen  or 
eighteen  hundred  men,  and  Fort  Lydius  by  five  or  fix 
thoufand  :  that  their  grand  army,  as  well  as  Lord 
Loudon,  were  gone  to  the  borders  of  the  fea  on  an 
important  expedition.  This  intelligence  has  determin¬ 
ed  our  Generals  to  lay  fiege  to  the  firfl  fort,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  circumftances,  both  forts  may,  perhaps,  be 
attacked  at  the  fame  time. 

The  length  and  the  feverity  of  the  winter  have  re¬ 
tarded  our  navigation,  and  the  arrival  of  the  firfl  fhips 
from  Europe  ;  confequently  the  campaign  has  not 
been  opened  as  foon  as  it  was  propofed,  fo  that  the 
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laft  dlviiions  of  our  troops  have  not  been  able  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  Fort  Vaudreuil  or  Carillon  till  towards  the  end 
of  the  month  ot  June.  *1  he  artillery,  and  every  thing 
neceflary  for  a  liege,  arrived  there  as  loon,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulty  of  navigating  and  tranfport. 
M.  Jacaw,  who  had  been  made  Captain  of  artillery 
this  year,  has  fignalized  his  zeal  upon  this  occafion  ; 
he  has  invented  a  boat,  in  which  three  men  can  make 
life  of  a  fix  pounder,  which  is  as  ferviceable  in  a  re¬ 
treat,  as  in  purfuing  the  enemy  ;  1  believe  that  this 
kind  of  boat  will  be  of  great  fervice  upon  the  lake 
&t.  Sacrament,  as  its  motion  is  eafy,  as  it  draws  very 
little  water,  and  is  not  bigger  than  a  canoe  for  eight 
men.  Neverthelefs,  the  men  are  fheltered  from  the 
mulketry  in  it,  and  the  gun  only  appears  when  it  is 
let  off. 

The  Marquis  of  Montcalm  fet  out  from  Montreal 
the  13th  of  July,  and  arrived  at  Carillon  on  the  1 8th. 
The  20th  he  detached  M.  de  St.  Ours,  an  officer  of 
the  colony,  with  10  chofen  Canadians,  five  of  whom 
were  brothers,  called  the  Paul  de  Sorel,  in  order  to 
proceed  in  making  difcoveries  on  the  lake.  When 
they  arrived  facing  the  Sugar-loaf  rock,  five  Englifh 
barges,  with  fix ty  men  in  each,  came  out  of  a  creek, 
which  projected  into  a  point,  and  furrounded  them, 
with  1  <to  more  Enelifh  who  were  on  land  :  The  canoe 

J  o 

of  M.  deSt.  Ours  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape,  and 
to  gain  a  little  ifland  ;  they  there  waited  f lead ily  for 
the  enemy,  and,  when  they  were  within  half  piftol- 
iliot,  he  fired  his  fix-pounder  upon  them,  which  threw 
their  barges  into  confufion  ;  the  lecond  and  third  firing 
difconcerted  them  totally  :  they  fhamefully  retreated, 
and  M.  de  St.  Ours  returned  to  Carillon  with  his  little-' 
troop,  after  having  killed  about  fifty  of  the  Englifh  ; 
he  was  onlv  flight ly  wounded  ;  one  of  the  Pauls  re- 
ceived  five  foot,  but  was  very  little  hurt. 

This  little  adventure  having  difcovered  to  M.  de 
Montcalm,  that  the  enemy’s  intention  was  to  infult  our 
advanced  polls,  to  endeavour,  without  doubt,  to  take 
fome  prifoners,  he  detached  M.  Marin,  with  300  fava- 
ges,  and  ioo  Canadians,  to  make  incurfions  towards 
the  river  Chicot,  He  fet  cut  from  Carillon  the  21ft,  and 

the 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X,  293 

the  fame  day  he  got  to  the  end  of  the  bay,  where  he 
found  a  patrole  of  ten  Englifb,  whom  he  killed  ;  the 
favages  fcalped  them,  and  ico  of  the  party  returned  to 
Carillon  :  he  continued  his  march  towards  Fort  Ly- 
dius  ;  and  the  2  2d  he  met  an  advanced  guard  of  that 
poh,  confiding  of  50  men,  whom  he  likewife  killed, 
except  one  man,  who  was  taken  prifoner.  From  this 
place  again,  about  a  hundred  of  the  favages,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fcalped  the  dead,  returned  to  Carillon.  There  only 
remained  180  men  with  M.  Marin.  He  purfued  his 
way,  and  arrived  the  23d  in  view  of  the  enemy’s 
camp,  under  the  cannon  of  Fort  Lydius  :  he  fired  his 
volley  there  at  day-break,  killed  feveral  of  th  e  ene¬ 
my,  and  fpread  the  alarm  in  their  camp.  About 
2000  men  took  up  arms  in  a  tumultuous  manner, 
and  came  out  of  their  intrenchments  to  attack  our 
100  brave  fellows,  who  had  retired  to  the  fkirts  of 
the.  wood  ;  they  fought  for  two  hours  and  a  half 
againfl:  this  numerous  body,  a  great  many  of  whom 
they  killed  ;  the  circumfiance  that  will  appear  the 
mod  furprifing  is,  that  they  had  the  good  fortune  of 
not  lofing  one  fingle  man,  except  a  Canadian,  who  died 
of  fatigue  two  days  after.  M.  Marin  returned  to  canm 
the  25th.  *  r 

*1  he  2 2d,  M.  de  Montcalm  detached  alfo  400  men 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Corbiers,  an  officer  of 
tne  colony,  to  wit,  300  favages,  and  100  Canadians. 
They  were  ordered  to  beat  about  the  lake,  to  try  to 
difcover  the  Englifb  barges  which  had  attacked  M  de 
hi.  Ours  ;  it  was  not  long  before  they  met  with  the 
enemy.  f  he  25th  they  perceived,  a  little  beyond  the 
Sugar-loaf  rock,  23  barges  and  two  EnglifE  yawls. 
Our  people  gained  the  ifland  where  M.  de  St.  Ours 
had  fo  well  defended  himfelf.  The  enemy  attempted 
to  approach,  but  when  they  were  within  fihot,  the  fa- 
ragec,  after  ^having  fet  up  their  famous  war-hoop,  fired 
fo  fortunately,  that  the  Englifh  put  out  to  fea,  in  order 
to  *ave  themfelves  by  flight;  but  it  was  in  vain,  ourfwift 
canoes  of  bark,  and  our  boats,  foon  came  up  with  them 
m  the  middle  of  the  lake,  and  a  moft  terrible  naval  en¬ 
gagement  then  enfued.  This  party  of  the  enemy  was 
entirely  defeated ;  it  confided  of  a  Colonel,  four  Cap<- 

tains, 


294  A  P  P-  E  N  D  I  X. 

tains,  four  Lieutenants,  four  Enfigns,  and  360  private. 
They  had  fet  out  from  Fort  George  with  an  intention 
of  carrying  off  fome  prifoners  from  our  advanced  pofts: 
twenty-one  barges  and  the  fkiffs  were  taken,  180  dead 
were  found  in  them,  and  146  prifoners,  among  whom 
were  fix  officers  :  the  two  barges  which  efcaped  were 
very  roughly  handled.  It  mud  be  owned,  that  all  this 
has  much  the  appearance  of  a  romance.  It  is,  howe¬ 
ver,  flri6tly  true  ;  and  the  circumftance  that  muft  ap¬ 
pear  mod  fingular  is,  that  upon  this  occafion  again  we 
have  not  loft  one  man. 

Our  whole  army  began  their  march  towards  the  end 
of  the  month  for  Fort  George.  It  confifts  of  4000 
regular  troops,  4000  Canadians,  and  2000  favages  : 
4000  men  go  by  land,  under  the  command  of  M.  de 
Levy  ;  3000  go  by  the  lake,  with  M.  de  Montcalm  at 
their  head  ;  and  the  remainder  will  occupy  fome  pofts 
which  are  neceffary  to  be  guarded.  We  fhall  have 
forty  pieces  of  cannon  with  us  in  this  expedition.  God 
fend  us  a  happy  fuccefs  f 

Copy  cf  a  letter  •written  from  Qitebec,  the  17 th  of  Attguft 

1757,  concerning  the  furrender  and  capitulation  cf 

Fort  George.  + 

We  were  yefterdav  informed,  by  an  extraordinary 
courier,  that  Fort  George  was  in  the  pofleftion  of  the 
King  of  France.  This  is  the  capitulation. 

Articles  of  capitulation  granted  to  Lieutenant  Co¬ 
lonel  Monro,  for  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  garrifon 
of  Fort  William  Henry,  or  George,  the  intrench¬ 
ed  camp  which  is  joined  to  it,  and  its  dependen¬ 
cies,  by  M.  de  Montcalm,  General  of  the  troops 
of  his  raoft  Chriftian  Majefty  in  Canada,  the  9th 
of  Auguft  1757. 

Article  I. 

The  garrifon  of  Fort  William  Henry,  and  the 
troops  which  are  in  the  intrenched  camp  above  men¬ 
tioned,  fhall  march  out  with  the  baggage  and  arms  on¬ 
ly  of  the  officers  and  foldiers.  They  are  to  retire  to 
J  '  Fort 


APPENDIX.  29^ 

Fort  Edward,  efcorted  by  a  detachment  of  French 
troops,  and  by  fome  officers  attached  to  the  lavages 
as  interpreters,  and  are  to  let  out  early  to-morrow 
morning. 

Article  II. 

The  gate  of  the  fort  (liall  be  given  up,  after  the 
figning  of  the  capitulation,  to  the  troops  of  his  moll 
Chriftian  Majefty,  and  the  intrenched  camp,  at  the  time 
of  the  departure  of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  troops. 

Article  III. 

All  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and  provifions,  in  a 
word,  every  thing  except  the  effects  of  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  as  fpecified  in  the  fhft  article,  fhall  be  fairly 
given  up  to  his  mod;  Chriftian  Majefty’s  troops ;  and 
for  this  purpole  an  exadt  inventory  (Ball  be  delivered 
of  the  warlike  (lores,  and  other  effedts,  which  are  the 
objedt  of  this  article,  obferving  that  it  extends  to  the 
fort,  the  intrenchment,  and  their  dependencies. 

Article  IV. 

The  garrifon  of  the  fort,  intrenched  camp,  and  de¬ 
pendencies,  fhall  not  ferve  ffc*  eighteen  months,  from 
the  date  hereof,  againft  his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty,  or 
againft  his  allies  ;  and  with  the  capitulation,  (hall  be 
delivered  an  accurate  lift  of  thofe  troops,  in  which  are 
to  be  comprehended  the  names  of  the  ftaff  and  other 
officers,  engineers,  officers  of  artillery,  commiftaries, 
and  other  perfons  in  office. 

Article  V. 

In  the  courfe  of  three  months,  all  the  officers,  fol¬ 
diers,  Canadians,  women,  and  favages,  who  have  been 
taken  upon  land  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  in 
North  America,  fhall  be  fent  back  to  Carillon  $  and, 
by  producing  acknowledgments  from  the  French  Com¬ 
manders  to  whom  they  lhall  be  remitted,  a  like  num¬ 
ber  of  the  garrifon  of  Fort  George  fhall  be  enabled  to 
ferve  again,  according  to  the  lift  which  will  be  deliver¬ 
ed  by  the  Englifh  officer  conducting  the  prifoners. 

Article- 
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Article  VI. 

An  officer  Oral!  be  left  as  a  hoftage,  till  the  return 
of  the  detachment  fent  to  efcort  the  troops  of  his  Bri- 
tannic  Majefty. 

Article  VII. 

All  the  lick  and  wounded,  who  fhall  be  found  un- 
ab!e  to  be  tranfported  to  Fort  Edward,  fhall  remain 
under  the  protection  of  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm, 
who  will  take  the  neceflary  care  of  them,  and  will 
lend  them  back  to  their  gani'on  as  foon  as  they  are 
cured. 

Article  VIII. 

No  more  provifions  fhall  be  taken  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  troops,  than  what  are  fuffici- 
ent  lor  to-day  and  to-morrow. 

Article  IX. 

The  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  defirous  of  /hewing  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Monro,  and  his  garrifon,  marks  of 
his  efleem,  on  account  of  their  honourable  defence, 
grants  them  a  fix-pound#. 

Done  in  the  trenches  under  Fort  William- 
Henry,  the  9th  of  Auguft  1757,  at  noon. 

Granted  in  the  name  of  his  moil  Chriftian  Majefty, 
according  to  the  powers  veiled  in  me  by  the  Marquis 
of  Vandreuil,  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for 
the  King  in  New  France. 

The  Englifh  did  not  defend  themfelves  quite  io  well 
at  this  place  as  at  Ofwego  we  opened  the  trenches 
the  4th  of  this  month,  and,  as  you  iee,  they  furrender- 
ed  on  the  9th  at  noon.  Their  lofs  confided  of  150 
men,  fix  of  which  were  officers  of  didinction.  Their 
garrifon  confided  of  2000  men,  and  they  were  in  want 
neither  of  artillery  nor  provifions  of  any  kinds.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  this  conqued  has  only  coft  us  25  men  ;  to 
wit,  fourteen  favages,  fix  Canadians,  and  five  foldiers  ; 
and  we  had  about  as  many  wounded.  I  believe  we 
fhall  undertake  no  other  enterprife  this  campaign. 


APPENDIX. 


297 


We  fubjoin  here  an  account,  for  the  explanation  of  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  war,  which  ought  to  have  been  inferted 
before ,  but  which  we  have  but  lately  found. 

Account  of  Fort  Duquefne,  fituated  in  40  degrees  30 
minutes  latitude,  upon  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Malanque  and  Ohio. 

About  the  year  1750,  the  Englifh  built  a  kind  of 
fort  near  the  river  Malanque,  at  400  miles  diftance 
from  Quebec,  where  that  river  then  difcharged  itfelf 
rn  the  Ohio.  Some  victuallers  came  to  the  laft-men- 
Uoned  liver,  and  built  huts  upon  the  borders  of  it,  for 
the  convenience  of  their  trade.  Information  was  re¬ 
ceived  ot  tn is  at  Quebec,  and,  as  it  is  neceflary  to  go 
down  the  Onio  to  reach  the  Milliffippi,  it  was  feared 
that  this  eftablMiment  might  hereafter  become  confi- 
derable  enough  to  intercept  the  communication  be¬ 
tween  tliefe  two  colonies ;  to  prevent  which,  it  was 
refoived  a. 10  to  eftablifh  a  fortification  there  In  17c? 
a  detachment  of  Canadians  and  fitvages  was  fent  out’ 
woo  having  found  the  victuallers  upon  the  Ohio’ 
brought  them  away  prifoners  to  Quebec.  Some  mill’ 
f*a  a.nd  °'n.er  trooPs  were  immediately  raffed,  who  went 
m  the  fprmg  of  the  year  .753  to  that  fame  river' 

I  ney  built  there  a  fort,  upon  the  confluence  of  the  ri¬ 
vets  Omo  and  Malanque,  compofed.  of  four  baftions 
one  or  which  bears  upon  the  angle  of  the  rivers’ 

IT  A  J)alL0f  wluch  !s  towards  'he  water  is  only  pa- 
.ifaded  ;  but  that  towards  land  is  made  into  a  kind  of 

terrace,  iupported  upon  a  frame  of  wood.  The  whole 
o.  it  confifts  o*  twenty-fix  toifes,  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  and  this  is  what  is  called  fort  Duquefne,  a  name 
wlucn  it  derives  from  the  Captain  of  the  flVn  wl  o 
commanded  then  m  that  colony^  P  0 

When  this  fettlement  was  completed,  an  Officer 
wnh  a  detachment  of  fifteen  men  was  fent  to  fummon 
e  Engliili  to  abandon  the  fort  which  they  had  bui't 

Lr  ?ur  "7 -  'his  claim  was  founded  upon  ou 
betng  ,n  poffeffion  of  all  that  country,  as  far  as  the 
mountams  which  feparate  us  from  New  England  Ti  e 

™L”X8,S  “  *  S* 

killed  Tnd  Pm  rfr  h’  Wlth/ome  of  his  men,  was 

tilled,  and  the  reft  taken  prifoners.  A  detachment 
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of  250  men,  confiding  of  militia  and  favages,  was  im¬ 
mediately  fent,  who  lurrounded  the  fort,  and  obliged 
it  to  capitulate.  The  garrifon  confided  of  400  men. 
The  Englidi  obliged  themfelves,  by  the  capitulation,  to 
quit  that  edablifhment,  and  acknowledged,  that  the  only 
reafon  of  their  being  attacked,  was  to  revenge  the 
death  of  the  French  they  had  afladinated  at  the  gates 
of  their  fort  the  preceding  year.  It  was  agreed  that 
two  Captains  fliould  remain  as  hodages  ’till  the  return 
of  the  prifoners,  whom  the  Englifh  had  fent  to  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  whom  they  promifed  to  return  within  two 
months  :  in  confequence  of  this  promife,  they  were 
fuffered  to  depart  without  moiedation,  and  the  two 
hodages  were  fent  to  Quebec,  where  they  dill  re¬ 
main. 

During  the  winter  of  1754,  information  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  that  the  Englifh  were  making  great  preparations, 
in  order  to  dedroy  Fort  Duquefne.  Upon  this  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  militia  of  the  drait,  and  the  fort  of  Mich- 
iiimakinac,  as  well  as  the  favages  of  the  environs, 
were  ordered  to  march  ;  fome  troops  were  alfo  de¬ 
tached  from  Quebec  :  this  made  all  together  1,200 
men,  as  well  favages  as  Canadians ;  there  dill  re¬ 
mained  fome  at  the  pafTage  of  the  river  Aux  baeitfs, 
who  have  not  been  able  to  take  any  Dart  in  this  ac¬ 
tion. 

According  to  people  who  have  fome  knowledge  of 
the  country,  it  is  pretended,  that,  to  preferve  this  pod, 
a  more  confideiable  edablifhment  fliould  be  made  there, 
and  be  put  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to  wait  for  fuc- 
cours,  which  mud  necefiarily  be  a  long  while  before 
they  can  arrive,  either  from  the  drait  or  from  Niagara, 
which  are  the  neared  pods. 

Engagement  of  the  gtb  of  July,  1 7  5  5 . 

Information  was  received  at  Fort  Duquefne,  that  the 
Englifh  were  fet  out  to  come  and  take  it  by  furprize  ; 
the  Commandant  immediately  formed  a  detachment 
of  250  French  and  650  lavages,  to  go  and  meet  the 
enemy. 

This 
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This  party  began  their  march  the  9th,  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  noon  they  found  them- 
felves  within  fight  of  the  Englifh,  who  were  likewife 
at  no  greater  diftance  than  three  leagues  from  the 
fort.  The  engagement  began  immediately  :  the  fire 
of  the  enemy’s  artillery  obliged  our  people  to  retreat 
twice.  M.  de  Beaupreau,  Commandant,  was  killed  at 
the  third  firing.  M.  Dumas  fucceeded  him,  and  did 
his  duty  perfectly  well.  Our  Frenchmen,  fupported  by 
the  lavages,  obliged  the  Englifh  to  give  way,  though 
we  had  no  artillery  ;  the  enemy  began  a  retreating 
fight,  but  finding  that  the  ardour  of  our  people,  far 
from  diminifhing,  was,  on  the  contrary,  increaling,  be¬ 
ing  emboldened  by  fuccefs,  they  were  obliged  to  give 
way,  after  four  hours  of  very  ftrong  firing.  M.  Dumas, 
who  had  only  a  few  Frenchmen  left  with  him,  would 
not  engage  in  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  he  thought  it 
more  prudent  to  return  to  the  fort ;  but  the  next  day 
he  intruded  this  expedition  to  the  favages  of  the  ftrait, 
and  thofe  of  Michilimakinac.  We  therefore  remained 
mailers  of  the  field  of  battle. 

It  is  computed  that  the  enemy’s  lofs  amounts  to  1,500 
men,  a  hundred  oxen,  about  400  horfes,  their  Hand- 
ards,  military  cheft,  artillery,  &c.  -  ll' 

On  our  part,  we  have  only  loft  three  officers','  five  fol- 
diers,  and  fifteen  favages  5  and  we  have  about  twenty 
wounded. 

The  13th  of  Auguft  we  heard  that  M.  Dielkau,,  Bri* 
gadier  of  the  army,  fent  to  command  the  troops 
which  came  over  in  the  fquadron  of  M.  Dubois 
de  la  Motte,  was  upon  his  march  at  the  head  of  the 
battalions  of  la  Reine  and  Bearn,  in  order  to  relieve 
Fort  Frederic,  upon  the  river  St.  Laurence. 

The  zeal  was  fo  great  among  the  inhabitants  of  Mon¬ 
treal,  that  neither  age,  nor  condition,  nor  any  reafon 
whatfoever,  has  appeared  fufficient  to  difpenfe  them 
from  following  the  Commandant. 
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N°  IX , 

A  fummary  of  what  paffed  during  the  appearance  and 
Jluy  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  commanded  hy  Admiral 
Hawke ,  on  the  coajls  of  Aunix  and  Saintonge , 
from  the  201  h  of  September  to  the  2d  of  October  y 
1 7  57* 

ON  Fuefday  the  20th  of  September  1757,  the 
drums  beat  the  General  at  Rochefort,  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  on  the  appearance  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  in  the  Channel.  The  Prudent  and  the  Capri- 
cieux,  commanded  by  Meflrs.  Defgoutte  and  la  Filliere 
the  elder,  Captains  of  fhips,  were  at  that  time  in  the 
harbour  ;  they  tried  to  get  into  the  river,  and  fuc- 
ceeded. 

On  Wednefday  the  21  ft,  at  flx  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  drums  beat  another  General,  to  give  notice 
that  the  fquadron  was  advancing  ;  that  it  confided  of 
eighteen  *  large  fhips,  three  frigates,  fifty-eight  vefi- 
fels,  two  bomb-ketches,  and  two  fire-flhips. 

On  Thurfday  the  2 2d,  this  formidable  fleet  was 
feen  coming  in,  towards  half-an-hour  after  fix  in  the 
evening,  near  Fouras.  The  ifland  of  Aix  concealed 
it,  fo  that  the  firfi:  iliip  was  only  ten  toifes  diflant  from 
the  landing  place.  M.  du  Pin  de  Belugard,  Captain 
ot  a  fhip,  who  commanded  in  the  fort  of  Fouras,  was 
at  that  time  employed  in  making  the  platforms,  four  or 
five  of  which  were  not  yet  finiflied  ;  there  were  only 
there,  at  that  time,  150  men  detached  from  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Bearn,  with  as  many  from  the  regiment  of 
Bigorre,  and  700  men  to  guard  the  coafts.  Lieute¬ 
nant  Colonel  Rouergue  commanded  the  troops  which 
were  within  the  fort. 

On  Friday  the  23d,  M.  de  Langeron,  Lieutenant 
General,  arrived  at  the  fort  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  He  collected  the  few  troops  of  marines,  and 
Swifs,  which  compofed  a  battalion  of  800  men,  com¬ 
manded 

'*  There  were  18  fhips,  4  frigates,  2  tomb-ketches,  2  fire* 
Ch’.p^  and  tranfports. 
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manded  by  M.  du  Poyet,  Captain  of  a  fhip,  who  was 
encamped  at  Vergeroux.  In  the  morning,  a  little 
wood,  lituated  between  Fort  Fouras  and  the  redoubt 
of  Vergeroux,  was  reconnoitred.  It  was  entrenched 
on  the  fame  day  with  extraordinary  expedition.  In  the 
morning,  eleven  of  the  largeft  fhips  were  in  the  road, 
at  the  place  where  our  fhips  ulually  anchor.  At  half 
an  hour  paft  twelve  o’clock  at  noon,  the  Magnanime , 
one  of  their  fhips,  ran  aground  upon  a  rock  which 
faces  the  battery  of  the  lile  of  Aix  ;  two  other  fhips 
alfo  drew  as  near  as  they  could,  and  the  firing  from 
the  Magnanime  was  fo  fierce,  that  the  battery  of  16 
guns,  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Boucherie  Fromenteau, 
Lieutenant  of  artillery,  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and  the 
gunners,  who  could  not  Hand  the  langrage-ihot,  fell 
flat  upon  the  ground,  and  M.  de  la  Boucherie  could 
not  make  them  get  up  again.  In  the  aftion  there  was 
one  gunner  killed,  and  ieven  or  eight  wounded.  M. 
de  Puibernier,  Sub-Lieutenant  of  a  ihip,  was  wounded 
in  the  thigh  by  a  mufket  iliot,  and  bruifed  in  the  face. 
An  Officer  of  militia,  who  commanded  in  the  fort 
flruck  the  flag  ;  others  affirm,  that  it  was  knocked 
down  by  a  cannon-fhot,  which  carried  away  the  fas¬ 
tening.  However  that  may  be,  the  attack  and  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  fort  lafted  only  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  *.  At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  Royal 
regiment  of  dragoons  went  to  Fouras.  Our  fears  were 
great,  and  with  reafon,  that  they  would  not  attack 
Fouras  ;  but  that  they  would  enter  the  river,  where 
the  defence  was  not  yet  prepared.  If  they  had  done 
this,  we  fhould  have  been  ruined  without  refource 
and  the  port  of  Rochefort  would  have  been  no 
more. 

They  were  not  more  enterprising  on  Saturday  the 
24th,  and  our  fears  ftill  increafed,  which  were  carried 
to  the  utmofl  on  Sunday  the  25th,  becaufe  the  fleet 
altered  their  pofition  ;  the  largeft  fhips,  to  the  number 
of  nine,  remained  at  anchor  at  the  ifland  of  Aix,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  ranged  themfelves  up'on  a 
line  before  the  Platin  ct Angoulin  •  it  was  faid,  that  in 

this 

*  It  lafted  an  hour  and  a  quarter. 
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this  pofition  the  largeft  fhips  would  attack  the  fort  of 
Fouras,  and  of  the  ifland  Madame,  that  the  others 
would  feize  upon  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  that 
thole  who  were  before  the  Platin ,  would  difpofe  their 
troops  for  landing  upon  their  (loops  and  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  would  from  thence  fet  off  to  enter  the 
river,  and  make  their  defcent  at  the  Platin  ;  that  they 
would  form  themfelves  there,  that  part  being  only  de¬ 
fended  by  the  regiments  of  Bearn  and  ofBigorre,  which, 
though  incomplete,  had  yet  furnilhed  three  hundred 
men,  all  of  them  commanded  by  M.  Rouffiac  :  In  a 
word,  they  have  attempted  nothing,  and  we  owe  our 
falvation  only  to  their  inadtion,  and  to  Providence. 
The  fleet  continued  in  the  fame  pofition  till  its  de¬ 
parture. 

The  26th,  27th,  and  28th,  on  which  were  the 
highefl:  tides,  the  weather  being  favourable,  feveral  of 
their  (loops  were  employed  in  founding  the  coafl: ;  but 
our  iorts  obliged  them  to  retire,  when  they  got  with¬ 
in  cannon  fhot  ;  at  that  time  we  had  about  eight  thou- 
fand  men  upon  our  coafts  ,*  namely,  three  thoufand  at 
Angoulin,  commanded  by  M.  de  Rouffiac  ;  two  thou¬ 
fand  at  Fouras,  by  M.  de  Langeron ;  and  three  thou¬ 
fand  in  the  Saintonge,  from  the  extent  of  the  Ifle  Ma¬ 
dame  to  Soubife  without  reckoning  what  troops 
there  might  be  at  Oleron,  and  towards  Brouage  and 
Marenes  r  thefe  lad  were  commanded  by  M.  de  Sur- 
geres.  We  were  then  in  tolerable  good  order  at 
Rochefort  ;  there  were  upon  our  ramparts  fixty-two 
pieces  of  cannon,  from  eight  to  thirty-fix  pounders. 

On  Thurfday  the  29th,  a  bomb-ketch  drew  as  near 
as  it  could  to  Fouras,  and  flung  five  bombs  in  it,  which 
fell  at  more  than  100  toifes  from  the  fort.  Our  two¬ 
armed  (loops,  which  were  in  a  little  creek  of  Fouras, 
commanded  by  Meffrs.  Beaumanoir  and  Feron,  Sub- 
Lieutenants  of  fhips  of  the  port  of  Bred:,  advanced,, 
and  fired  feveral  of  their  24  pounders,  three  of  which 
reached  the  bomb-ketch.  Upon  a  fignal  (lie  made,  a 
frigate  and  feveral  (loops  were  detached,  which  took 
her  in  low  ;  fhe  was  already  got  near  the  coaff  Others 
fay  that  they  only  accompanied  her. 

Or. 
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On  Friday  the  30th,  every  thing  remained  quiet  and 
in  the  fame  pofition,  except  the  fhips  of  war,  which 
Quitted  the  road  of  the  ifland  of  Aix,  and  joined  all 
thole  which  had  ftill  continued  in  a  line  before  the 
Platin  d'Angoulin  ;  and  it  was  perceived,  that  they 
fuffered  themfelves  to  be  driven  by  the  ebb-tide  into 
the  road  of  Chef  de  Baye  :  feveral  fmall  veflels,  which 
had  remained  in  the  road  of  the  Ifle  of  Aix,  executed 
the  fame  manoeuvre,  lo  that  the  road  was  cleared  of 
every  fhip.  Towards  the  evening  it  was  perceived 
that  a  frigate  was  returning  in  full  fail  ;  die  remained 
fome  time  acrofs  the  Ifle  ot  Aix. 

The  1  ft  of  October,  they  fet  fail  with  a  fair  wind  ' 
at  N.  E.  at  a  time  when  there  was  the  lets  reafon  to 
believe  they  would  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  the  morning 
difappeared  entirely. 

On  Sunday  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  camp  was  partly  raifed,  and  our  marines,  as 
well  as  the  Swifs,  returned  to  Rochefort. 

It  is  not  known  what  route  the  fquadron  has 
taken,  it  is  however  very  certain  that  it  has  difap¬ 
peared. 

It  is  probable  that  the  King’s  houfehold  troops, 
who  had  begun  their  march  on  the  29th,  will  receive 
orders  on  their  way,  not  to  return,  but  to  halt. 


Treatment  of  the  garrifon ,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  of  Aix ,  by  the  Englijh  Generals . 

The  garrifon  was  made  prifoners  of  war  ;  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  militia,  the  gunners,  and  failors,  were  put  on 
board  the  Englifh  fleet,  as  well  as  the  50  mafons  which 
were  in  the  ifland  for  the  King’s  works  ;  which  amount 
in  all  to  500  men. 

The  Officers  of  artillery,  and  Bombardiers,  were  fet 
at  liberty  upon  their  parole,  and  cannot  ferve  any  more 
during  this  war. 

The  fortifications  have  been  razed  by  the  mines  that 
were  fprung  for  that  purpofe,  in  which  they  loft  five 
of  their  men. 

Two 
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I  wo  culverines,  and  feveral  mortars,  as  well  as 
the  clock  of  the  fort,  and  that  of  the  church,  have 
been  embarked  in  their  fhips ;  and  they  broke  off  the 
trunnions  of  the  cannon  that  they  left  behind  them. 

The  provifions  which  were  found  in  the  illand"  be¬ 
longing  to  the  King,  were  given  to  the  inhabitants  hr 
tne  enemy,  to  indemnify  them  for  their  Ioffes  upon 
condition  that  they  ftiould  not  be  taken  from  them  af- 
ter  their  departure. 

They  have  alio  given  2000  livres*  to  be  diflributed 
among  the  faid  inhabitants,  in  confideration  of  the  da¬ 
mages  they  may  have  fuftained. 

A  jailor  who  attempted  to  ravifli  a  woman  of  the 
illand,  was  prevented  by  feveral  Englifli  Officers  ;  they 
had  him  punifhed  on  board  their  fhip,  and  made  up  a 
purfe  between  them  of  50  crowns  f ,  which  they  lent 
to  the  woman,  to  indemnify  her  for  the  riot,  the  bru¬ 
tality  of  the  fail  or  had  occafioned  in  her  houfe. 

The  following  is  the  hate  of  the  port  when  the 
Englifli  came  there,  by  which  one  may  judge  of  the 
Ioffes  our  navy  would  have  luftained.  ° 


*  Above  fourfcore  pounds  fterling. 
f*  Near  fix  guineas. 


Ships 


A  P 

P 

E  N  D  I 

X.  305 

Slips  fitted  out  cit 

the 

port  of  Rochefort  y 

at  the  end  ofi 

17^6  and  in  1757. 

Names  ef  Ships.  < 

'Liens. 

Commanders > 

Def:  oration. 

Le  Due  de  Bourgogne 

80 

M.  Aubigny,  Com¬ 

AtLouifbourgh, 

modore. 

Le  Glorieux 

74 

M.  de  Chavagne, 

AtLouifbourgh, 

Le  Florijfant 

Captain  of  a  fhip. 
M.  de  Maureville, 

Still  in  the  port. 

74 

ditto. 

without  arms 

or  crew. 

Le  Prudent 

74 

The  Marquis  Def- 

In  her  road  to 

gouttes,  ditto. 

Breft,  and  it  is 
faid  {he  is  to 

^oinM.de  Con- 

flans’s  fleet. 

Le  JuJle 

70 

The  Chevalier  de 

At  Breit,  and  is 

Macnemara, 

part  of 
de  Conflans’s 

fquadron. 

Le  Dauphin  Royal  - 

70 

M.  Durtubie, 

AtLouifbourgh, 

Le  Hardi 

64 

M.  de  la  Touche  le 

AtMartinico,  Sc 

Vaner,  Captain, 

at  St.  Domingo 

LTnflexible 

64 

M.  de  Tilly,  ditto, 

At  Louilbourgh, 

dead, 

belonging  to 
the  fquadron 
of  M.  Beau- 
frement. 

Le  Capricieux 

64 

M.  de  la  Filure,  do. 

In  the  Road  to 

Breft. 

Lh  Ex  ei  lie  - 

64 

M.  de  la  Merville, 

AtLouifbourgh, 

ditto, 

Le  Raifonr.able 

64 

The  Chevalier  de 

Not  yet  launch¬ 

Rohan, 

ed,  but  equip- 
ped. 

NAigle 

50 

—  — 

A,t  Breft, 

VAluin  - 

Le  TV arxeic 

5° 

M.  DuchafFault, 

Breft. 

Captain. 

U  P  O 

N  ' 

r  H  E  S  T  O  C 

K  S. 

Names  cf  Ships. 

Guns. 

L'hnpetueux 

90 

The  frame  and  keel  made,  but  not 

yet  mounted. 

La  Bellone 

30 

Three  quarters  made,  but  (bill  on 

the  flocks,  and  without  workmen. 

N  Orion 

74 

Thefe  are  not  yet  begun,  they  are 

V  Aftronome 

70 

only  ordered,  and  the  plans  of 

U tiknoxun 

64 

them  made. 

The  Frigate  la  Re- 
Lethe 


Names 
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Names  of  Skips. 

Guns. 

Commanders.  Dejlination. 

Viler  mi  one 

26 

M.  Du  Bos,  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  a  fhip. 

V  Atalante 

34 

M.  de  Lizardais,  At  Cayenne, 
Captain,  and  afterwards 

at  Martinico. 

Le  Zepkir 

30 

M.  de  Beauchefne, 

ditto. 

La  Diane 

30 

—  —  Not  yet  fitted 

out,  but  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  fo. 

La  Fidel/e 

26 

M.  de  Vaudreuil, 

Lieutenant. 

La  Friponne 

24 

M.  Bofcal  de  Real,  Upon  a  cruize* 
ditto. 

La  V aleur 

20 

'■  La  Hyacinthe  - 

M.  Garnur,  Captain  Fitted  out  for 
of  a  fire-fhip.  an  unknown 

deftination. 

\ 

P 

I 

N  K  S. 

L'Outarde 

16 

M.  Pingneft,,  At  St.  Domin¬ 

go. 

La  Fortune 

M.  RioufFe,  Port-  At  Cape  Brc- 
Iieutenant.  ton. 

Le  Rhinoceros 

*—  —*  Cn  an  unknown 

expedition. 

Le  IVLeffager 

—  —  In  England,  2 

parliamentary 

fh  ip 

FLAT-BOTTOMED  BOATS,  or  COASTING  VESSELS. 

La  Cheve, 

La  Catlle. 

La  Perdrix. 

La  Pie. 

FISHING  BOATS. 


Le  Ccrmorand ,  Commanded  by  M.  Soulard, 

fervice. 


Le  St.  yean. 


Officer  in  the  India 


CARCASS  SLOOP  S. 

VAnguille,  M.  Feron,  Sub-lieutenant. 

Id Aventurer  M. Beaumanoir,  ditto. 

State 
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State  of  the  troops  that  are  to  go  into  the  country  of 

Aunts. 


Regiments.  Battalions,  Places  where 

Depar¬ 

Arrived  at  la 

they  are. 

ture. 

Rochelle. 

French  Guards,  2 

Paris 

29  Sept. 

12  Oaober 

Ditto,  2 

Paris 

1  Oa. 

14 

Swifs  Guards,  2 

Paris 

3  oa. 

16 

Limoufin,  2 

Caen 

27  Sept. 

1 3 

Royal  Vaiffeaux,  2^ 

Valogne 

29  Sept. 

*5 

Languedoc,  4  fquadrons  St.  Lo 

2  Oft. 

17 

Bouillon,  2  battalions 

Mezieres 

28  Sept. 

19 

Body  Guards, 

Verfailles 

30  Sept. 

22 

Moufquetaires,  —  — 

Light  end  Heavy 

Horfe,  —  — . 

Paris 

2  6c  4  oa.  23  6c  25 

Verfailles 

5  oa. 

26 

Horfe  Grenadiers, 

Troyes 

5  oa. 

*7 

N° 

XI. 

Letter  from  an  Intendant  to  a  Mafter  of  Requejls, 

AL  L  is  loft,  my  dear  friend  ;  the  Intendants  are 
difgraced,  the  Mafters  of  Requefts  are  lefs  than 
nothing  ;  all  emulation  to  get  forward  by  money  is  at 
an  end  :  a  nurfery  of  great  men  is  extinguished.  In  a 
word,  the  Secretaries  of  State  are  taken  from  every 
-  fituation  where  able  men  are  expected  to  be  met  with  : 
high  birth,  and  great  dignities,  will  now  only  furnifti 
an  additional  claim  for  alpiring  to  thefe  offices.  How 
will  the  State  be  able  to  fubfift  ?  A  noviciate,  and 
gradual  rile,  will  be  required  in  every  condition. 
Formerly,  a  man  bought  a  place  of  Mafter  of  Re- 
queffs  ;  he  attended  the  bulinefs,  and  made  his  report 
to  the  Council  ;  if  he  difplayed  any  talents  for  elo¬ 
quence,  he  was  made  an  Intendant,  and  in  that  poll 
the  Statefman  began.  A  Prime  Minifter,  or  rather  a 
Monarch  in  his  province,  he  accuftomed  himfelf  to  the 
charms  ol  arbitrary  power,  he  hardened  himfelf  to  re- 
fufals :  by  degrees,  a  man  ufed  to  raife  himfelf  above 

the 
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the  prejudices  of  a  citizen,  and,  after  having  eftablifh- 
ea  roads,  railed  and  pulled  down  gates  of  towns,  and 
gone  through  fome  provinces,  he  returned  a  complete 
otatelman,  of  umverfal  knowledge;  fufficiently  (killed 
tn  war  to  hazard  the  projedt  of  a  campaign,  and  dif- 
claim  a  General  in  naval  affairs,  to  contradict  an 
Gmcer,  and  truft  to  a  Clerk ; — in  finances,  to  exaft 
new  imports  ; — in  foreign  affairs,  to  know  and  enter¬ 
tain  AmbafTadors.  Frequently,  even  the  fame  man, 
equally  ht  for  all  thefe  feveral  employments,  was  feen 

t0.  Pa^s  rapidly  from  one  to  the  other,  and  to  fill  them 
with  the  fame  eafe,  and  fimilar  fuccefs. 

Every  thing  is  changed,  my  dear  friend  ;  the  affairs 
o  v/ar  will  be  intruded  to  the  management  of  a  man 
giown  old  in  tne  fervice  ;  he  will  be  impowered  to  re- 
waid  in  others,  the  fame  kind  of  fervices  he  has  ren- 
deied  in  his  time  ;  if  it  were  only  from  motives  of  va¬ 
nity,  he  will  not  fail  to  efteem  them. 

As  for  foreign  affairs,  with  rank  and  merit,  and 
without  any  other  apprenticefhip  than  an  embaffy  to 
the  neighbouring  Courts— after  having  been  a  few 
years  acquainted  with  the  fecrets  of  the  State,  and  with 
negotiations — a  man  will  be  enabled  to  influence  the 
deftiny  of  Europe.  *1  he  only  thing  neceffary  will  be, 
to  take  from  the  navy  fome  one  of  thofe  old  warriors, 
that  he  may  declare  in  the  Council,  with  an  air  of 
authority,  that  fleet  which  you  fend  out  is  not  half 
equipped — thofe  colonies  you  talk  of,  I  have  feen— 
that  Officer  who  is  accufed,  or  negleCted,  has  fought 
bf  my  fide — that  Comm iffary  is  an  infolent  fellow— 
this  Clerk  is  a  rafcal.  You  cannot  but  be  convinced, 
my  dear  friend,  of  ail  the  confufion  which  fuch  an  ar¬ 
rangement  will  produce.  Every  Minifler  promoted, 
through  the  means  of  his  profeflion,  will  bring  into  his 
department  the  fpirit  of  his  corps,  and  his  attachment 
to  it ; — whereas  we,  who  are  totally  unconnected, 
ever  unbiafled  and  ever  indifferent,  cannot  be  fufpeCt- 
ed  of  partiality. 

If  all  great  actions  are  to  be  rewarded,  they  will  be¬ 
come  ruinous  ;  and  the  King,  who  was  ferved  fbrno- 
thing,  will  not  be  rich  enough  to  pay  fpr  all  the 
lii.nbs  that  are  lofl  in  his  fervice.  The  fufipreflion  of 

furvivorlhips 
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furvivorfhips  will  alfo  be  the  effect  of  the  continuation 
of  this  fyftem.  The  cares  and  abilities  of  fathers  will 
then  become  ufelefs  to  their  children  ;  they  will  be 
obliged  to  follow  the  fame  fteps,  pafs  through  the 
fame  gradations,  and  acquire  the  fame  talents.  What 
a  lofs  of  time  ! — It  is  evident,  that  the  brilliancy  of 
the  Court  can  only  be  maintained  by  traffic  if  every 
thing  is  to  be  done  by  juftice,  who  will  pay  for  in¬ 
fluence  ?  The  Ducheis  of  - - will  lofe  a  hundred 

thoufand  crowns*  per  annum,  and  her  friends  in  pro¬ 
portion.  Add  to  all  thefe  evils,  the  pride  and  haugh- 
tinels  of  that  Nobility  which  we  took  care  to  mortify, 
and  did  not  want  for  opportunities.  Who  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  will  wafte  their  time  in  our  anti-chambers,  or 
cringe  to  our  Clerks  ?  If  the  Intendant’s  wife  will  vifit 
Ladies,  the  mufl  be  extremely  complaifant ;  if  ffie  be 
but  pretty,  fhe  will  have  none  but  admirers.  As  for 
us,  what  profpedl  have  we  ?  To  what  purpofe  fliould 
we  fifli  out  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  a  province  ? 
to  what  end  give  the  moft  flattering  account  of  it ;  re¬ 
port  ^  the  country  populous— the  lands  fertile— trade 
flourifliing  :  increafe  taxes,  you  will  increafe  induftry  ? 
All  this  care  will  lead  to  nothing  but  to  continue  In- 
tendants  of  Juftice,  Police,  and  Finance,  till  we  grow 
old.  Fo  be  called  Monfeigneur  in  our  province,  and 
fcarcely  Monfieur  at  Court  :  and  yet,  notwithftandino- 
this  high  Chile,  make  but  the  leaft  innovation,  even  for 
the  pleafanteft  of  your  companions,  or  the  moft  ufefui 
of  your  friends,  an  outcry  is  made  :  you  imprifon,— 
the  Commandant  interferes  ;  you  write,-— he  gets  the 
better  ;  you  iftue  an  ordinance, — the  Parliament  can¬ 
cels  it  ;  you  apply  for  letters  cle  cachet, — your  party  is 
no  longer  in  place — nobody  attends  to  you.  My  friend, 
you  are  happy,  believe  me  ;  you  have  learned  to  ride 
and  to  fence,  inflead  of  ftudying  law.  You  are  young, 
and  we  are  at  war.  As  for  me,  who  never  fuppofed 
I  fliould  have  more  occafton  for  law  than  for  fencing- 
I  have  fludied  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  •  for 
which  reafon  I  am  going,  like  a  wife  man,  a  philofo- 
phcry  or,  it  you  pieaie,  a  diiappointed  man,  to  retire 

to 

*  Twelve  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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to  my  cattle  ;  luckily,  while  my  reign  lafted,  I  made 
a  handfome  road  to  it.  The  bridge  was  not  in  a  line 
with  the  avenue  ;  I  built  another  in  a  much  finer 

t  1  C  11  T?  prolpe6t  was  confined  by  a  private  houfe  ; 
1  pulled  it  down  ;  I  cut  through  a  hill,  and  blew  up  a 

r°ck  •*  ten  01*  a  dozen  men  were  killed  in  this  mine  at 
the  bottom  of  my  garden;  I  had  companion  on  their 
wives  and  children,  and  put  them  in  the  hofpital.  I 
am  {till  in  want  of  fome  ground  to  make  my  park  cir¬ 
cular  :  this  I  {hall  have  credit  enough  to  get  adjudged 
in  my  favour ;  it  is  the  leaft  they  can  do  for  an  In- 
tendant,  who  is  on  the  point  of  retiring.  I  advife  you 
to  fell  your  place  immediately,  if  you  can  find  any 
t0  buy  it-  Get  your  camp  equipage,  and  be  one 
of  the  firft  in  the  field  ;  courage  and  patience  will  one 
day  or  another  bring  you  to  that  honour  and  glory 
you  thirft  after,  if  honour  and  glory  are  worth  thirfb- 

ing  after,  when  they  cannot  be  got  without  deferving 
them.  a 


CONTENTS 


' 


rsa 


mm 


CONTENTS 


OF  T  H 


E 


APPENDIX  to  VOL.  III. 


N°  I. 

JOURNAL  of  the  States  of  Brit  any,  holden  in 
1752  -  ’  /  -  Page  215 

Anfwer  oj  the  States  of  Britany,  to  the  King's  Com- 
mifiioners  -  "  ~  236 

Letter  from  Rennes,  \zth  November  -  238 

Lif  of  thofe  of  the  Mobility  of  Biiiany ,  who  have  Let¬ 
ters  of  Cachet,  and  the  place  of  their  confinement 

250 

K°.  III.  (K°  II.  being  omitted.) 

Abridgment  of  the  Life  of  Lewis  Man  dr  in.  Captain 
of  a  Band  of  Smugglers  ;  with  an  exact  Account  of 
his  being  taken ,  and  of  the  Execution  of  his  Sen¬ 
tence  -  -  -  231 

The  Sovereign  Sentence  which  condemned  to  be 
broken  upon  the  wheel  Lewis  Mandrin,  the  Chief  of 
the  Smugglers  who  have  committed  the  crimes  and 
diforders  mentioned  in  the  fentence  of  the  24 th  of  May 
1755,  executed  the  26th  of  the  fame  month.  2^5 

Speech  of  Count  Noailles  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  262 

N°  IV. 

Summary  of  the  maritime  forces  of  the  States  of  Europe 

263 


•  a*:-:  , 

i  ry%  7 


c 


O  N  T  E  N  T 
N°.  VI.  (V.  being  omitted.) 


o^.ku 

JAlty 

V 


•5 

w 


‘7  he  moft  humble  and  moft  refpeftful  remonfirances  pre~ 
fented  to  our  much-honoured  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
by  the  per  Jons  belonging  to  the  Court  of  Aids  Page  265 


N°  VII. 

journal  of  what  happened  to  us  at  Louifbourg ,  from  the 
2oih  of  June  1757  -  -  284 


N°  VIII. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  written  from  Quebec ,  the  10 th  of  Au- 
gufl  17  57'  with  regard  to  the  affairs  which  have 
pajfed  in  Canada  -  -  288 

Copy  0}  a  letter  written  from  Quebec  the  ijth  of  Au- 
guJly  17 57’  concerning  the  furrender  and  capitulation 
of  Fort  George  -  -  294 

An  account  to  explain  the  beginning  of  the  war  297 
Engagement  of  the  ^th  of  July  1755  -  298 

N°  IX. 

A  fummnry  of  what  pajfed  during  the  appearance  and 
flay  of  the  & ngliff  fleet ,  commanded  by  Admiral  Hawke, 
oyi  the  coajls  of  Aunix  and  Saintonge ,  from  the  2 Oth  of 
September  to  the  zd  of  Oftober ,  1757  300 

treatment  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of 
Aix ,  by  the  Englifh  Generals  -  -  303 

Ships  fitted  out  at  the  port  of  Rochefort ,  at  the  end  of 
1756,  and  in  17 57  -  -  305 


N°  XI.  (X.  being  omitted  *.) 
Letter  of  an  Intendant  to  a  Mafier  of  Requefis 


307 


*  N.  B.  No.  X.  profeffes,  at  page  t  3 8  of  the  third  volume  of 
the  original,  to  give  a  manufcript  relating  to  Admiral  Byng  ; 
but  this  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  original. 


end  qf  the  third  volume. 


v\S,  i 


